
Towards an Inclusive Cycling 
Policy for London 



The needs of visually impaired cyclists 

• Cycling provides independent mobility for 
people with some sight loss 
 

• 95% of visually impaired people have 
some residual vision and many can be 
assisted to cycle 
 

• Cyclists might cycle solo or in tandem, 
depending on the degree of sight loss.  

  
  



Making it easier for cyclists with 
sight loss 

Prefer segregated cycle lanes 



Making it easier for cyclists with 
sight loss 

Clear tonal contrast for cycle 
routes, especially the edges 

Fading road markings are a 
hazard for visually impaired 
cyclists who need strong visual 
contrast.  



Making it easier for cyclists with 
sight loss: surfaces 

• Smooth surfaces and maintenance particularly important.  
• Need to be cleared of leaves, gravel and debris such as glass. 



Making it easier for cyclists with 
sight loss 

Preference for 
segregated routes, not 
shared with 
pedestrians 



Making it easier for cyclists with 
sight loss 

Posts and bollards located 
within the route are 
hazardous for all and 
particularly so for cyclists 
with sight loss 



Making it easier for cyclists with 
sight loss 

Light controlled 
junctions are 
preferred, but visibility 
depends on the height, 
angle and is affected by 
glare 



Inclusive cycle-signage and other 
visibility issues 

Signage on the road surface 
recommended  

signage is clear and conspicuous  

Needs to be at cyclist friendly heights, 
including being visible to recumbent and 
handcycle users.  



Cycling in pedestrian areas 
Cyclists using their bikes as mobility aids need 
access to restricted, pedestrian areas in the 
same way wheelchair and mobility scooter users 
do.  



Cycling in pedestrian areas: what 
visually impaired pedestrians need 
• cyclists to maintain a slow, walking speed in 

pedestrian areas  
 

• be aware that not all pedestrians can see or hear 
them approaching 
 

• welcome audible indication of cyclists approaching 
(using continuous beepers rather than bells) 

  
• low intensity flashing lights also helpful  

 
• prefer shared area for disabled cyclists and 

pedestrians (with pedestrian priority) rather than 
line segregation 



Bus stop bypasses 
Bus stop bypasses for cyclists 
Currently cycle lanes with bus stop bypasses 
have a 
  
These need to be designed with regard to 
those using wider and heavier cycles with a 
lower level of manoeuvrability, using a more 
forgiving kerb edge that is chamfered. 
  



Bus stop bypasses 

Visualisation 



Bus stop bypasses 

Reality 

Barrier to those riding wider 
cycles  

 
• narrow width with high 

vertical kerbs to slow 
cyclists  
 

• restricted corner radii 
 

• high vertical kerbs 



Bus stop bypasses 
Can be confusing 



Bus stop bypasses 



Narrow cycle lanes 



Narrow cycle lanes 

Kerb edge makes lane difficult to 
enter and exit 

Traffic  island causes narrowing 
and can be a hazard particularly 
for visually impaired cyclists 



Royal College Street 

Light segregation, but 
are wider cycles able 
to exit and enter? 



Barriers to cycling: gates 



Narrow traffic light bypass 



Not all cyclists can dismount 



Carry your handcycle over? 

 



Not many cycles can get through this 



Not always possible 



Not always a joke 



Inclusive bike parking? 



Unusable parking 



Unusable parking 



Cycle parking 

 



Bicycle boxes 




	Towards an Inclusive Cycling Policy for London
	The needs of visually impaired cyclists
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Inclusive cycle-signage and other visibility issues
	Cycling in pedestrian areas
	Cycling in pedestrian areas: what visually impaired pedestrians need
	Bus stop bypasses
	Bus stop bypasses
	Bus stop bypasses
	Bus stop bypasses
	Bus stop bypasses
	Narrow cycle lanes
	Narrow cycle lanes
	Royal College Street
	Barriers to cycling: gates
	Narrow traffic light bypass
	Not all cyclists can dismount
	Carry your handcycle over?
	Not many cycles can get through this
	Not always possible
	Not always a joke
	Inclusive bike parking?
	Unusable parking
	Unusable parking
	Cycle parking
	Bicycle boxes
	Slide Number 32

