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Space for Cycling 

LCC’s 2014 London Elections Campaign 

LEGAL RULES FOR CAMPAIGNING DURING AN ELECTION 

 

Campaigning around an election can be delicate and there are some rules and Campaigning around an election can be delicate and there are some rules and Campaigning around an election can be delicate and there are some rules and Campaigning around an election can be delicate and there are some rules and guidance that,guidance that,guidance that,guidance that,    as a registered as a registered as a registered as a registered 

charity, LCC must abide by.charity, LCC must abide by.charity, LCC must abide by.charity, LCC must abide by.    This includes LCC volunteers and local groups. This includes LCC volunteers and local groups. This includes LCC volunteers and local groups. This includes LCC volunteers and local groups.     

Whilst we can campaign around an election in order to further our campaign objectives i.e. our charitable 

purposes, we must remain independent from party politics, and in particular must not even imply to a member of 

the public that they should cast their vote for given political party or candidate. As such it is important that you 

read the information below to be clear on activities that are appropriate, and which aren’t. 

That said; don’t be put off by the unavoidable formality. With a little bit of care and common sense LCC volunteers 

and local groups can energetically campaign for Space for Cycling whilst staying within the rules. This guidance will 

help you do that. 

If you are unclear on anything, or would like to check with us whether some activities you are planning are 

appropriate, please get in touch with us first: : : : activism@lcc.org.ukactivism@lcc.org.ukactivism@lcc.org.ukactivism@lcc.org.uk    or 020 7234 9310. or 020 7234 9310. or 020 7234 9310. or 020 7234 9310.     

The Charity CommissionCharity CommissionCharity CommissionCharity Commission and Electoral CommissionElectoral CommissionElectoral CommissionElectoral Commission have guidance on their websites, but this document provides 

a short summary of the main points. You can read the full guidance documents here:  

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/94387/cc9text.pdf   

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/94619/elect.pdf  
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Policy: 

LCCs policy may coincide with, or be similar to, that of some political parties. It is fine for LCC to continue to 

campaign on these issues and advocate our policy positions as long as we make clear that we are independent from 

any political party advocating the same or similar policy. LCC must not do anything to encourage support for any 

political party or candidate. However we can advocate our support for a specific policy of a political party if it relates 

to our aims and objectives.  

Publicity: 

In communications and publicity material, LCC can promote its views on issues related to campaigning activities. 

We can outline the relevant cycling policies or relevant views of each party or candidate, in order to raise public 

interest and debate on the issues. But we cannot explicitly call on people to vote for one party or another. The 

Charity Commission will also consider us to be in breach of the rules if a member of the public might ‘reasonably’ 

infer that our publicity implies which way they should vote. 

Essentially, LCC can attempt to gain the public’s support for our policies and publicise to the public which 

candidates have stated their support for them, but in doing so, we must not attempt, or be reasonably interpreted 

as attempting, to influence the outcome of the election.  

Campaigning: 

LCC is free to approach candidates in an election, setting out our concerns and asking for their opinion on a 

particular subject or issue with a view to promoting debate i.e. the Space for Cycling campaign and specific ward 

ask.  

Candidates may see a benefit to themselves in being seen to support LCC or our Space for Cycling campaign, but 

LCC must not be seen as reciprocating that support, e.g. by giving priority to that candidate’s views in our 

campaigns communications.  

Candidates: 

LCC cannot support or oppose a political party or candidate. For example if LCC was approached by a political 

party to refer to us in their manifesto, we would have to refuse the request. We can invite candidates and party 

representatives to public meetings about cycling related issues, but must do so without appearing to favour any 

one of them. One way of ensuring this is to invite representatives from all the main political parties (it is not 

necessary to invite every candidate). 

LCC is within its right to not engage with a particular candidate if their presence will create risk of disorder or is 

likely to alienate supporters. It is also possible to decide not to invite a representative from a political party which 

advocates policies which are in contravention to LCCs policy, aims or objectives. However, we would have to have a 

very strong reason for deciding not to invite a mainstream political party. 

LCC must not assist candidates with elections campaigns, financially or otherwise. But individual members of a 

charity may choose to assist a candidate in a personal capacity. 

    

You can find a PDF version of this document and the latest Campaign Information on our website You can find a PDF version of this document and the latest Campaign Information on our website You can find a PDF version of this document and the latest Campaign Information on our website You can find a PDF version of this document and the latest Campaign Information on our website 
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