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I pledge to:

Freeze fares until 2014 and reduce fares for people who are in 

greatest need

Make it easier for people to travel later in London

Reduce congestion

Make our roads safer for cyclists and other users

Create an affordable Thames Metro Waterbus

Making transport better
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 Freeze fares until 2014 and reduce fares for people who are in greatest need

Austerity measures are hitting Londoners hard and transport in the capital is already too 
expensive. The number of people on low-paid jobs in London has increased by 60,000 
since 2005 and now stands at around 470,000. Nearly 50% of young adults are paid 
less than the London Living Wage1. This means that many Londoners are facing transport 
poverty, having to spend an unaffordable amount of their income just getting around 
London. Lots of people will struggle to use public transport at all if fares continue to rise.

Yet London’s transport system is old – strained in places – and in need of substantial 
investment. It must keep pace with demographic as well as technological changes. The 
Mayor of London must offer sensible transport polices that recognise both of these factors 
and implement changes that don’t place an undue burden on Londoners yet reserve 
sufficient funds for investment in the system.
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As Mayor I will:

•	Freeze	fares	until	2014.	This	is	a	freeze	at	current	prices	and	so,	depending	
upon the rate of inflation, will represent a real terms cut in fares for 
Londoners.

•	Introduce	reduced	fares	for	people	on	low	incomes.	Within	90	days	of	
coming to power I will announce what level of reductions will be offered 
to Londoners on a low income. The reductions will be a percentage of 
the travel fare, on a sliding scale depending upon an individual’s income. 
Anyone earning less than the London living wage (currently £8.30 per hour) 
will qualify for some level of reduction.

•	Offer	free	travel	in	London	for	people	who	are	actively	seeking	
employment, helping them to get to interviews and rejoin the 
economically active population in the capital.

•	Reduce	fares	for	students.	I	will	increase	their	travel	discount	to	40%	and	
also	extend	this	discount	so	that	it	can	be	used	on	Oyster	cards	for	those	
students who do not travel regularly.

Our	initial	calculations	show	that	the	cost	of	the	proposals	above	will	be	
£54 million per year. There is sufficient money available in the current TfL 
budget to pay for these and still protect funding for investment in important 
upgrades and refurbishment work.

 Making it easier for people to travel later in London

London is a 24-hour city. It should have a transport system that reflects that. 
Previous Mayors have tried and failed to address this issue, but new tube 
trains, better planning and modern management of the maintenance 
arrangements now make this possible.

As Mayor, I will:

•	Run	the	tube	one	hour	later	every	Friday	and	Saturday	night	to	make	it	
easier for people to enjoy London. Plans are already in place for the tube 
to	operate	for	longer	hours	during	the	Olympics	–	I	will	ensure	that	running	
tubes	later	on	a	Friday	and	Saturday	is	part	of	the	Olympic	legacy	for	
Londoners. This proposal has already received significant support from 
leading West End business groups such as New West End, the company 
representing	businesses	in	Bond	Street,	Oxford	Street	and	Regent	Street,	 
the British Hospitality Association and the British Beer & Pub Association.

•	Work	with	train	operators	to	pilot	a	skeleton	all-night	suburban	train	service	
to key stations in the outer boroughs. In the first instance, this could be 
piloted for one night at the weekend.

These late night services will require funding and I am proposing that they 
are	not	included	in	the	cost	of	a	day	travel	card	and	fall	outside	an	Oyster	
daily cap. Passengers would pay a single fare. 

 

Transport Manifesto 2012

2

1 Trust for London and New Policy Institute
2 http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Employment/Employees/TheNationalMinimumWage/DG_10027201





 Reducing congestion

London’s roads are seriously congested. Estimates put the cost of delays 
caused by congestion in London at anywhere between £2 and 4 billion per 
annum3.  Air pollution from traffic is a serious health issue in London, leading 
to over 4,000 premature deaths in the capital each year. Londoners should 
be encouraged to use their cars less; I support investment in the public 
transport network and will work with TfL, councils and other organisations to 
provide new and affordable public transport options for people working and 
living in all of the boroughs.

At the same time, I recognise that more needs to be done, urgently, to 
address the issue of road congestion and to reduce the amount of time 
that cars are stuck in traffic jams. The congestion charge was introduced 
to curb congestion and whilst it has had some success in reducing the 
overall number of vehicles in the zone, congestion levels are actually on the 
increase. I was surprised to learn that monitoring of the congestion charge in 
terms of impact on traffic levels and flows was stopped in 2008. This makes 
robust evaluation of the scheme impossible.

Smarter congestion charging

I will:

•	Introduce	variable	charges	throughout	the	day	to	discourage	road	use	at	
the most congested times.

•	Re-instate	monitoring	of	the	impact	of	the	congestion	charge.

•	Keep	the	congestion	charge	zone	to	its	current	boundaries.

Introduce lane charging

Traffic congestion caused by road works is also a major problem for the 
capital. According to TfL, road works account for 38 per cent of the most 
serious and severe traffic disruptions across London at a total cost to the 
economy of £752 million per year4. 

Until recently the 100 plus companies that have the right to dig up London’s 
roads had little incentive to co-ordinate their work, carry it out in off-peak 
times or complete it swiftly. That has to change.

I will support and expand the permit scheme for road works, ensuring that 
it is fully operational in all boroughs as soon as possible. In line with new 
guidance from the Department for Transport5 I will introduce a Lane Rental 
scheme that will charge companies for digging up roads during busy 
periods. This scheme will significantly reduce problems associated with 
roadworks, ease congestion and improve air quality. Proceeds from this 
scheme will be used to improve the road network.
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3	London	First	Report	-	Road	Sense:	Balancing	the	costs	and	benefits	of	road	works
4 Ibid
5 http://www.dft.gov.uk/publications/lane-rental-schemes/





 Make our roads safer for cyclists and other users

Increasing the number of cyclists in London will be good for the capital’s 
environment and the health of its residents. It’s a very sad and sobering fact, 
however, that 16 cyclists died on London’s roads in 2011, with thousands 
more casualties. I will give priority to the cycling agenda during my 
mayoralty, both in terms of improving safety and increasing participation 
levels across London.

In response to the Cities for Cycling Campaign6, British Cycling Manifesto 
and others, I will:

•	Ensure	that	the	most	dangerous	road	junctions	in	London	are	identified	
and then redesigned to make them safer for all users.

•	Ensure	that	all	new	road	projects	are	undertaken	with	cycling	safety	in	mind.

•	Make	20mph	the	default	speed	limit	in	residential	areas	where	there	are	
no cycle lanes.

•	Work	with	the	relevant	organisations	to	improve	training	of	cyclists	and	drivers	
and lobby for cycle safety to become a core part of the driving test.

•	Review	the	entire	cycle	network	with	a	view	to	re-vamping	and	improving	
it. Where feasible, bikes and other vehicles should be physically separated, 
but I will also explore other, creative “shared space” ideas that recognise 
the needs of all road users and pedestrians.

•	Make	sure	that	cycling	facilities	and	funding	is	made	available	to	outer	
boroughs as well as central ones, offering better opportunities to the 60% 
of Londoners who live in these areas, whether they choose to cycle for work 
or leisure.

This is a deal I want to make with cyclists and in return I would like a 
commitment to safe cycling. I will pursue the prosecution of all dangerous 
road users, whether they are drivers putting cyclists and others at risk or 
cyclists failing to stop appropriately at junctions and pedestrian crossings.
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Create an affordable Thames Metro Waterbus

The River Thames remains one of London’s most underused resources. With 
congestion on the roads and public transport networks increasing, serious 
consideration must be given to ways in which we can capitalise on both 
commuter and tourist opportunities provided by the river.

As Mayor I will:

•	Introduce	a	service	of	frequent,	high-speed	boats	on	the	Thames	running	
from Putney to Woolwich.

•	Improve	integration	between	river	services	and	the	rest	of	our	transport	
system.

•	Upgrade	piers	to	produce	first-class	facilities	for	an	expanding	service.

•	Ensure	river	services	are	designed	to	be	accessible	to	people	with	
disabilities and other special requirements.

Along with red buses, Big Ben and the Royal Family, black cabs are a central 
part of London’s charm, a big draw for visitors from around the world, and an 
integral part of day to day travel for many people who work in the capital.

I pledge to do the following things when I become Mayor:

– Regulate rickshaws where I have power to do so and work with others to 
bring in a total ban.

– Drive out illegal minicabs, working with the Police and Government to bring 
in legislation if necessary.

– Review provision of taxi ranks across London with a view to having more 
outside key venues.

– Work with industry on the creation of a greener, cheaper cab that meets 
our city’s needs.
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Promoted by	V	Benita	on	behalf	of	Siobhan	Benita,	both	of	66	Westbury	Road,	New	Malden,	KT3	5AS

Other areas where I believe we can improve 
transport in London include: 

•	The	introduction	of	travel	cards	for	part-time	workers.	Many	part	time	
workers, who are still disproportionally female, are not able to enjoy the 
convenience or level of discount that a monthly or annual travel card 
can offer. I will introduce new travel card options that benefit people 
who regularly work on a part-time basis.

•		I	will	reform	the	Oyster	“maximum	charge”	trap	to	prevent	honest	users	
of public transport incurring unfair fines.

•		I	will	work	with	suburban	rail	services	to	automate	fare	reimbursements	
to	Oyster	cards	when	there	are	qualifying	service	delays.


