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D
on’t get me wrong — I like 
my wife’s company on the 
bike as much as off it. After 
all, Liz and I have been 

married for forty years. But there are 
times when I want to do 80 miles in a 
day and days when 30 miles will do 
just fine. That’s why most of my 
leisure riding is done with my friends 
in CTC Croydon and our Sunday club 
runs vary from about 55 to 85 miles, 
depending on the season.

That sort of distance is beyond Liz 
at present, which is one reason she 
doesn’t come to the Dieppe Raid — 'La 
Randonnée des Trois Vallées' to give 
it its proper name — an event run each 
year by Le Cyclo Club Dieppois (CCD), 
which I’ve been able to get to most 
years in the last dozen or more. 

There's a series of rides of 
differing distances, each starting and 
finishing in Dieppe and with a 
common lunch stop some 10 miles 
south-east of the town. You do a 
loop in the morning and another in 
the afternoon, like two wings of a 
butterfly — this year’s choices ranged 
from 60km to 200km, with an 
off-road alternative and a walking 
option. CCD organises the lunch stop 
in the Parc Guy Weber, a country 
park aimed primarily at people with 
learning difficulties, and with a 
sensory garden, a 'trim-trail', bikes 
for hire (including some for those 
with physical disabilities), and which 
is on the equivalent to a Sustrans 
route, l’Avenue Verte. 

I rode the 90km option with 

Our first Alpine tour

Joining a tour – Hooking up with a group made sense

When lifelong cycle commuter Katy Rodda wanted a fresh biking challenge 
she opted for a tour of classic Alpine climbs. Would it prove too much for her?
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CONTACT US...      

The latest news and views, including 
product reviews and rides and events.
Up to 50,000 unique vistors per month, 
with rates from only £100/month
728x90 leaderboards
300x250 MPUs

Bike locks
This issue we test our weight in security products

Squire’s Challenger 260 is a 
good all-round D-lock rated 
Bronze on the Sold Secure 
scale, providing decent security 
for your pub steed or runaround 
if you don’t want to spend three 
times more on a higher-rated 
lock. The 12mm steel shackle 
has 260mm of clearance, so 
there’s plenty of room 
to attach wheel 
and frame to 
something solid, 
and the screw-on 
bracket held the 
Challenger fi rmly 
in place while 
riding. Will see 
off  opportunists 
and only be 
beaten by the 
best-equipped 
criminals. MM

A slightly diff erent take on the cable lock 
from the home security specialists — here a 
steel cable encased in a tough plastic cover 
links to a small alarm system. A conductive core 
runs through the cable itself and the alarm is 
triggered if the cable is cut or the case tampered with; 
there’s also a movement detection feature which 
again triggers the alarm if the lock is grabbed or 
knocked. As you’d expect, the Maxi comes into its own 
if you’re still within earshot of the bike, maybe in a 
café or shop, and the 100-decibel alarm is enough to 
see off  shifty-looking types (and local dobermans). 
On its own it could be beaten by a very quick and 
brazen thief, but teamed with a solid D-lock it makes 
a decent combo. Requires two AAA batteries. JK

SQUIRE 
Challenger 260 
£19.99
www.squirelocks.co.uk

For maximum security in high 
theft areas, you need a hefty 
shackle that’s resistant to 
bolt-cutters and leverage attacks 
and this one off ers 16mm of 
case-hardened Kryptonium 
steel, bettered only by the 
monstrous 18mm-shackled 
Fahgettaboudit Mini in the 
brand's line-up. You also need 
a tamper-proof cylinder — again 
this has an anti-pick system 
with double-deadbolt lock, with 
the keyhole protected by a 
sliding dustcover. You get spare 
keys (one with a light), a carrying 
bracket for your bike and, most 
importantly, reassuring Sold 
Secure Gold rating. You can 
comfortably secure frame, 
rear wheel 
and a 
removed 
front wheel 
to most 
common 
stands. 
Worth its 
weight, 
many times 
over. JK

KRYPTONITE 
New York 3000 
£79.99
www.madison.co.uk 

BEST RIDES IN
LONDON

PRODUCT

Brute by name… impressively 
this US-made lock sports a 
whopping 16.8mm hardened 
steel shackle and a ‘Quattro’ 
bolt mechanism which grips it 
on four sides. Another feature 
called ‘BumpBlok’ makes the 
cylinder resistant to pick, pull 
and drill attacks, plus there’s a 
rotating dustcover. For the 
absent-minded you get fi ve 
laser-cut keys (one with integral 
light) and the mounting system 
off ers multi-positions and 
quick-release. Other than the 
fact that it rattled annoyingly 
on bumpy tarmac, this is the 
best value security on test. 
This is the longer of two 
available sizes. JK

No matter how securely 
your frame is 
anchored, 
unsecured wheels, 
saddles and forks 
are still mighty 
tempting to thieves. 
Pinhead’s system 
locks your valuable 
components 
without having to 
lug around an 
extra cable — and 
should you need to 
take off  your 
wheels or adjust your 
saddle, it’s no hardship to 
carry around the key on your 
keyring. MM

PINHEAD 
Locking 
System 
£49.99
www.pinheadcomponents.com

YALE Maxi Lock 
£29.99
www.yale.co.uk

ONGUARD 
Brute £41.99
www.moorelarge.co.uk

ABUS Granit-X 
Plus £64.99
www.abus.com

An oldie but a goodie, the Abus 
off ers as much security as you’d 
expect in a Sold Secure Gold-
rated lock. Clever design features 
like a parabolic, square-section 
13mm shackle and double-
locking mechanism add up to 
a very secure product. Abus 
has gone the extra mile in 
support and extras too, from 
‘keyed alike’ which gives you 
one key for several locks and a 

'code card' which allows 
you to obtain spare 

keys without 
fuss if you 

lose them. 
We’ve owned 
an Abus for a 
couple of 
years and 
not had 
the type 
of 'seizing' 
problems 
that we’ve 
sometimes 
experienced 
with one or 
two lesser 

products. 
MM
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Urban cruisers & 
‘cargo-lite’ bikes

BIKES

Viva is a Danish company that's 
been making stylish bikes for a 
couple of decades. More recently, 
Evans Cycles has started 
importing select models from 
the company’s extensive 
line-up, including this Bellissimo 
1, which is available in a vivid 
cyan or a more subtle beige.

In fact, there’s more than one 
Bellissimo model, with a choice 
of either the singlespeed model 
tested, or a women's ‘mixte’-
style design (Bellissimo 7) with 
seven-speed hub gear.

Looks are clearly important 
to the Viva designers and there’s 
a good deal of chrome in the 
fi nishing kit, along with those 

colour-matched mudguards. 
A sculpted chainguard covers 
the top chain run, combining a 
curved piece of steel with a 
bolt-on plate behind the 
chainring. It sounds complicated 
but it’s actually eff ective, 
good-looking and rattle-free.

Our bike came with two 
conventional brakes on its fl at 
bars (all unbranded kit), 
although there’s the option to 
have a rear coaster brake 
instead. The rear hub is the 
'fl ip-fl op' variety, though it only 
comes with one fi xed cog (an 
18T), which makes the inclusion 
of a rear brake on our test model 
fairly redundant.

The stock 
48T/18T gearing 
combination works 
well around town, 
though as the 
bike's a touch 
heavier than some 
stripped-down 
singlespeeds, you sometimes 
need to put a harder dig in on 
the hills. It’s no porker at a touch 
over 11kg, but that’s still a bit 
weightier than many of the 
one-geared  bikes we've tested 
over the last year. 

Cream-coloured 28mm 
Schwalbe Delta Cruiser tyres 
shod to 700c wheels look pretty 
retro and continue the comfort 

and style over outright 
performance theme. They 
provide solid protection against 
London road surfaces though. 

Overall, the Viva feels like a 
decent compromise between 
looks, practicality and pace. 
Available in four sizes, from 
53cm to 62cm, we’re sure it will 
have plenty of fans. MC
PROS: style, 'mixte' frame option 
CONS: tad heavy

VIVA Bellissimo 1 £549 
www.evanscycles.com

For easy-paced (or heavily-laden) trips, try one of these robust steeds...
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CHARGE Lazy Susan £499
www.chargebikes.com

Charge has made a 
strong impact in 
recent years with its 
Plug singlespeed and 
Tap eight-speed 
hybrid among others, 
however many 
urbanites rate this as 
the primo ‘bike named after 
kitchen fi tting’.

A ‘Dutch bike with attitude’ 
is one way to describe this 
burgundy machine that shares 
a steel frame, sprung saddle, 
mudguards, chainguard and 
sturdy rack with its Euro 
cousins. Helpfully, the rack also 
includes a platform for giving 
mates a 'backie' (something 
that’s commonplace on the 
continent, but liable to get you 
a frown or fi ne over here).

Shifting comes courtesy of 
Sturmey Archer’s trigger-
controlled three-speed hub 
gear, and there’s a pair of drum 
brakes for stopping. Kenda 
supply the 1.95in whitewall 
tyres, with the majority of 
other kit being Charge’s own, 

including a kickstand.
On the road, the Lazy 

Susan's an enjoyable ride, with 
its bulbous tyres adding to its 
predictability and comfort. The 
wide bars take a bit of getting 
used to, but the riding position 
is perfect for laid-back cruises 
around town.

Despite an overall positive 
impression, the boxy 
chainguard (covering the 
upper chain run) didn’t work 
for us aesthetically. Minor 
niggle apart, this is a great 
take on the modern, do-it-all 
transporter. Impressively, it’s 
sized all the way from XXS-L, 
plus there’s a gents’ version 
called the Steamer. MC
PROS: gears, tyres, comfort
CONS: ugly chainguard

TESTERS: M
att M

oore, M
ike Cavenett, Lucy Cooper

AZOR Carolina £499
www.dutchbike.co.uk

The Carolina is about as 
trad-Dutch as they 
come. Black is the 
default option (gloss 
or matt), with other 
colours by special 
arrangement only.

It features all the 
hallmarks of a classic ‘Dutch 
bike’, from the hefty steel 
frame, including a substantial 
rack, to the wide, swept bars 
and upright riding style. It also 
comes with an enclosed 
drivechain, full mudguards, 
nylon skirtguard, three-speed 
Shimano hub gears and hub 
brakes, making this truly a bike 
for all seasons. There's even a 
built-in wheel-lock, with an 
option to upgrade to a unit 
with an extension chain.

It’s worth noting that 
anyone attempting to steal 
a Carolina would quickly 
encounter substantial 
resistance because this is a 
bike built for sturdiness rather 
than fl eetness of foot. On the 
road, however, instead of 

fi ghting it you fi nd yourself 
adapting: the saddle is an 
amazingly soft and capacious 
Selle model, which invites you 
to relax onto it, while the 
seated position is vintage 'sit 
up and beg'. The 38mm-wide 
Schwalbe tyres off er more 
rolling resistance than skinnier 
off erings, but they've proved 
nigh-on bulletproof. 

Yes, journeys might take a 
little longer on the Carolina 
than on your typical sports 
hybrid, but they’re also 
relaxing and reliable. The bike 
comes in sizes from 45-65cm, 
with dynamo lighting for £30 
extra, plus there’s a cheaper 
singlespeed option. MC
PROS: Dutch-style features
CONS: weight

For some this bike 
will be love at fi rst 
sight; others will be 
more circumspect. 
Is it form over 
function? Does the 
integrated rack add 
too much weight? 
How can large loads be secured 
practically? How is it to ride? 

Globe has certainly got the 
looks right. A moss-green 
frame, chestnut saddle and 
bars, with cream 700x35c 
tyres, will draw compliments. 
The components are smart for 
a town bike too; as well as 
mudguards and kickstand, we 
like the V-brakes, internal cable 
routing and Shimano Alivio 
chainset. Best of all are the 
integrated front and rear lights.

But sceptics are right to 
point out drawbacks. Swept-
back handlebars and compact 
geometry give the Haul one of 
the most bolt upright riding 
positions we’ve ever come 

across. Wide tyres and padded 
saddle fi lter out smaller bumps, 
but medium-sized potholes 
almost bounced us off .

Think twice, too, if you 
want to use the Haul as a 
‘serious’ cargo bike. Granted 
you can fi x panniers at both 
ends and the rear rack’s rated 
to carry 50kg, but you'll 
struggle to secure such loads 
directly onto the frame. And 
adding anything like that 
weight will slow you to a crawl. 

Looks may seduce, 
but those looking for a long- 
term partnermight be better 
off  looking elsewhere. MM
PROS: looks, lights, brakes
CONS: securing loads, weight

GLOBE Haul 01 £500
www.globebikes.com

PASHLEY Poppy £435
www.pashley.co.uk

This is another 
British-built,  
‘Dutch-style’ cruiser 
that's made with a 
well-fi nished, 
traditionally lugged 
steel frame.

The Poppy uses 
Sturmey Archer hubs brakes 
and three-speed hub gear 
(operated by trigger shifter), 
both of which have proved 
fuss-free. The drivetrain is 
partially enclosed to keep your 
clothes clean and full-wrap 
mudguards provide excellent 
protection in the wet. The 
26-inch rims are clad in  
attractive and highly puncture-
proof cream rubber (Schwalbe 
Marathons), while the sprung 
Brooks perch is both classy and 
supportive. The swept bars and 
cork grips are nicely shaped, 
completing a comfortable 
cockpit that's happy on both 
shorter cross-town ambles or 
weekend pub crawls. It’s 

certainly a head-turner.
On the road, the Pashley’s 

effi  cient, rather than mind-
blowing, with a set-up that 
encourages leisurely lopes 
rather than breezy blasts. 
Nevertheless, the ride is 
always balanced and 
confi dence-inspiring.

Available in pink and blue, 
the Poppy comes in sizes 
17.5in, 20in and 22.5in, with 
a two-year warranty. Be 
warned, though, that 
accessories like the basket, 
rack, kickstand and dynamo 
lighting can up the price fairly 
signifi cantly. LC
PROS: gears, saddle, tyres
CONS: extras make it pricey
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Cycling jerseys
A proper bike top, with decent wicking properties, will keep you cool this 
summer — we've picked out seven options for women and four for men

Coolmax fabric, 
three-quarter length 
zip, three rear pockets, 
semi-fi tted. Sizes 8-16 
(and men’s version too); 
black or white. 

BEST RIDES IN
LONDON

PRODUCT

Intercool 
fabric, long 
front zip, 
3 rear 
pockets 
(one zipped), 
fi tted. Sizes 
S-L; eggplant 
or ice blue. 

Ground Eff ect 
Ricochet £36
www.groundeff ect.co.nz

Foska IPayRoadTax Women’s £45
www.foska.com

Corinne Dennis 
Loose Fit Top 
£39.99
www.corinnedennis.co.uk

Cotton/Lycra mix fabric, short 
zip, two rear pockets, loose fi t. 
Sizes 8-18; cherry, green, navy. 

dhb Earnley 
Ladies £35.99
www.wiggle.co.uk

Polyester 
fabric, 
full-length 
zip, one 
zipped rear 
pocket with two 
compartments, 
headphone 
cable routing, 
fi tted. Sizes 8-16; red or white. 

Gore Contest 
Lady £39.99
www.gorebikewear.co.uk

Microfi ber fabric, short zip, 
three compartment patch 
pockets, fi tted. Sizes 34 (XS) to 
44 (XXL); red, white, pink, 
turquoise, black.

Sugoi Sakura 
£50
www.sugoi.com

Finotech fabric, 10in ‘invisible’ 
front zip, three elastic back 
pockets, drop collar, one-off  
original design. Sizes S-XL, one 
colourway only.

Shutt VR 
Sportive LE £79
 www.shuttvr.com

Merino Sportwool fabric, 
quarter-length zip, reinforced 
pocket design, signature rainbow 
band. Sizes 8-10, 12-14, 16-18 
(and men's); soft blue or black.

Polyester fabric, no zip or 
pockets, loose fi t. Sizes 
S-XXL; navy, black/olive, 
slate/grey, tan/brown.

Specialized 
Atlas Tee £25
www.specialized.com

Altura 
Airstream 
£29.99
www.zyro.co.uk

Polyester fabric, half-length zip, 
two rear pockets. Sizes S-XXL; 
red, yellow or blue.

Madison Trail 
£29.99
www.cycleeverywear.co.uk

M:Tec 30 Polyester fabric, 
short quarter-length zip, 
hidden hip pocket, loose fi t. 
Sizes S-XXL; black, navy, olive/
black, red.

Endura England 
Flag £39.99
www.endura.co.uk

Coolmax blend fabric, long 
concealed zip, three-
compartment rear pocket. 
Sizes S-XXL; Scotland, Wales 
and Ireland prints also available.
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UP TO 50,000 UNIqUE vISITORS PER MONTH
www.lcc.org.uk relaunched in summer 2011

LEADERBOARDS & MPUs 
728 x 90 banner ads and 300 x 250 buttons ad on every 
page. Rates start at just £100 for one month's exposure.

CHARITy RIDES & CyCLING HOLIDAyS
Feature your holiday company or charity ride on an 
advertorial page on our website. From £100... 
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The e-newsletter is sent out weekly, and 650x200 pixel 
banner adverts available from as little as £100 each

LOyAL READERS 
Our e-newsletter has a 30% open rate, <1% unsubcribe.

BIKE AND PRODUCT 
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Call us to talk about having 
your product featured in 
our magazine Group Tests 
and in our website reviews.
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MAGAZINE INSERTS 
Putting your own insert in with our magazine can be a great-value way 
of getting lots of exposure. Call for our excellent rates. 
PAGE SPONSORSHIP 
Maintenance tips, leisure rides in Greater London, Letters pages. Talk  
to us about competitions and sponsorship, and cross-marketing


