
Bike Week and other events

Bike week is coming on the 10th to the 18th 
of June.  We are planning a number of 
events over the week.  So far we are 
running the following.

On Friday the 9th of June we will be having 
our annual eve of Bike Week tea on 
Coppermill Lane from 5pm.  On your way 
home from work stop off for a cup of tea, a 
cake and a chat.

On Sunday the 11th at 1pm the Family Bike
Club will be cycling around the Art Trail.  
Riding the Art Trail is a great way to see 
loads of exhibits especially some of the 
more hard to reach ones.  (The week 
before Bike Week we will be hosting 
another Art Trail Ride.  Please see our 
website and Art Trail website for details.)

On Wednesday the 14th of June at 6.30pm 
Bridget will be organising an evening ride 
for a few hours around the borough.

On Saturday the 17th of June at 2pm Dan 
will be leading a ride around the borough 
to look at the progress of Mini-Holland and 
tell us about the next steps I it's 
implementation.

These are our plans so far but there may 
be other rides organised so please keep 
an eye on our website for further details.

Le Tour de Waltham Forest is happening 
this year on Saturday the 24th of June.  The
council is running 4 rides of 5 miles, 10 
miles, 15 miles and 27 miles so ride there 
to suite all abilities.  It's a great way to 
explore the borough whether you are new 
to cycling or looking for something a bit 
more challenging.  You can find out how to 
register at the Enjoy Waltham Forest 
website.

http://www.enjoywalthamforest.co.uk/tdwf/

80 Year Old Cycle Ways – Who Knew

While trying to avoid writing a quarterly 
report at work a few weeks ago I came 
across the project to save Britain's 
forgotten 1930 cycleways.  Between 1934 
and 1940, Britain’s Ministry of Transport 
would only give fat grants to road-building 
schemes if they included wide, protected 
cycleways on each side of the road. The 
MoT was aided in its cycle-friendliness by 
plans and guidance supplied by the 
Rijkwaterstaat, the ministry’s Dutch 
equivalent. Five hundred miles of such 
cycleways were planned; apparently 300 
miles of cycle-way were actually built.

Some are wholly or partially buried, while 
others are still used as cycleways but not 
commonly known to be 80 years old. And 
some – such as examples in Durham, 
Sunderland, Manchester and elsewhere - 
are hidden in plain sight, not listed by local 
authorities as cycleways.

It's interesting to know that even in the 
1930s there were enlightened people that 
understood that when bikes and cars mix 
on the road cyclists always suffer.

A couple of weeks before I read this article 

http://www.enjoywalthamforest.co.uk/tdwf/
https://www.rijkswaterstaat.nl/english


I went on Waltham Forests Cycle 
Campaign's monthly ride to Stevenage.  
Stevenage is one of the new towns built 
near London after the 2nd World War. 
Amongst other things it is home a network 
of completely segregated cycleways. So 
Stevenage was home to Mini-Holland 
before the Dutch even hit on the idea.

The cycle lanes are set up around ring 
roads around the town centre with various 
spokes from the centre fanning out from 
the city centre.  There are also many cut 
throughs around housing estates open to 
pedestrians and walkers but not other 
traffic.  The cycle lanes are designed to go 
under the main roads so there are very few
traffic lights for cyclists.  It was good to see
that when planners put there mind to it 
they can build high quality infrastructure.  
And its great to think that in Waltham 
Forest at the end of the Mini-Holland 
building work we are going to end up with 
some excellent high quality cycling 
infrastructure.

The project to save Britain's 1930s cycling-
ways are looking for funding to help 
complete the project.  If you are interested 
in contributing they have a kick-starter 
page  at:

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/carlton
reid/lets-rescue-britains-forgotten-1930s-
protected-cyc

If you want any more information about 
cycling in the borough then drop me an 
email at David@wfcycling.org.uk

Happy Cycling
David Hamilton
WFCC Coordinator
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/WFcycling
Twitter: @wfcycling
Website: https://wfcycling.wordpress.com/
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