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VOTE 2017: LOCAL CANDIDATES’ VIEWS ON CYCLING 

On 13th May we emailed five questions to all candidates standing for election as MPs in both Feltham & Heston 
constituency and Brentford & Isleworth constituency. Local candidates are as follows:  
Feltham and Heston constituency: Stuart Agnew, Tony Firkins, Jassal Samir, Seema Malhotra and Hina Malik. 
Brentford and Isleworth constituency: Joe Bourke, Ruth Cadbury and Mary Macleod 
 
Candidates were told that if they responded promptly, their responses would be included in this newsletter. At the time of 
submitting for publishing on 21st May, two of these candidates had provided answers to our questions. 
 
If more candidates have responded since, you will be able to see their views at hounslowcycling.org/general-election-2017 
 

Response from Ruth Cadbury   standing for election in Brentford & Isleworth constituency 

 
I’d like to thank Hounslow Cycling Campaign (of which I am a member) for making cycling a key issue in this election 
campaign, and for asking all the candidates to respond to your questions.  I cycle regularly, as well as using public transport 
and driving.  For the two years of the last Parliament I co-chaired the All Party Parliamentary Group on Cycling, which seeks 
to use Parliament to raise the issues around making cycling safer and easier across the country (“More people cycling more 
often and safely”) I therefore worked closely with a number of organisations; particularly LCC, Cycling UK, British Cycling 
and others.  We met former PM David Cameron, the former Transport Secretary, and both Transport Ministers as well as 
shadow ministers, who had that role during the last 2 years. 
 
1. Would you like to say anything in support of better 
cycling facilities in the constituency? 
Would you be willing to join HCC on a personal “guided 
ride” where we will highlight the current issues that 
need to be addressed? 
If more people are to feel safe using a bike for some of 
their travel rather than driving or using public transport, 
then we need to make cycling safe, and Hounslow 
Council has a good record. Segregated or part segregated 
routes such as the Cycle super-highways, are key to 
this.  CS9 has been a long time coming to the borough, so 
I welcome TfL’s plan to consult local residents, businesses 
and Hounslow Council on the plans. 
I cycle regularly around the borough, and from Brentford 
in to Westminster, so I feel I have a reasonable grasp of 
the current issues in some places. However I am of 
course happy to have my knowledge extended.  So, Yes in 
principle I would join a guided ride, though with the 
election only 3 weeks away, I fear there won’t be much 
time to do this. 
  
2. What actions do you believe the Department for 
Transport should do to enable (rather than simply 
encourage) active travel? 
The DfT should allocate adequate funding for both 
infrastructure that makes cycling and walking safe, 
alongside revenue funding for extensive, good quality 
Bikeability courses for adults and children.  Due to the 
health benefits, the DOH should also contribute. 
 
 

3. Do you believe the government air quality plan is 
adequate, or if not, what additional measures do you 
believe should be included? 
No it’s not adequate.  The Government could start by 
cancelling proposals to expand Heathrow, as the 
additional traffic it would require would mean the UK 
would be consistently in breach of EU air quality 
standards.  In addition the Government should support a 
scrappage scheme for the most pollution vehicles 
(especially Diesel), and introduce differentiated vehicle 
tax scheme to incentivise purchase of low-polluting 
vehicles. 
 
4. Do you believe the government’s cycling and walking 
plan is adequate, or if not, what additional measures do 
you believe should be included? 
No the CWIS isn’t adequate.  The Government should be 
aiming for 10% of all journeys in Britain to be by bike by 
2025 and a minimum investment of £10 per person per 
year, rising to £20 per person. 
 
5. Would you support the Department for Transport 
passing a commencement order allowing drivers to be 
fined if they breach mandatory cycle lane markings, 
similar to existing regulations for bus lanes? 
Yes – but we have more work to do to extend the extent 
of mandatory cycle lanes.  Too many of them are 
currently advisory. 
There are other judicial actions that need taking – please 
see the APPCG Report on cycling and the Justice system. 

http://lcc.org.uk/boroughs/haringey
mailto:hounslow@lcc.org.uk


Response from Joe Bourke   standing for election in Brentford & Isleworth constituency 

 
My responses are based on existing Liberal Democrat policy which was debated and approved by members at our Autumn 
Conference in 2013. 
 
1. Would you like to say anything in support of better 
cycling facilities in the constituency? 
Would you be willing to join HCC on a personal “guided 
ride” where we will highlight the current issues that 
need to be addressed? 
As a general point, the Government should encourage 
people to cycle for the benefits it brings to health and 
wellbeing. More needs to be done to encourage cycling 
amongst women, ethnic minorities and young people. 
Liberal Democrats would promote cycling through 
increased Bikeability cycling training courses, the 
provision of training and facilities in schools, and the 
implementation of a ‘Cycling Action Plan’ to be delivered 
by both the Department for Transport and Department 
for Education. 
Local authorities should be required to provide for 
cyclists in the planning system including the design of all 
highways and traffic schemes. This must include safe 
routes to schools. 
 
2. What actions do you believe the Department for 
Transport should do to enable (rather than simply 
encourage) active travel? 
We need to accept that the unsustainable transport 
policies pursued over many decades are costing the 

economies of our cities tens of billions of pounds through 
congestion, road casualties, poor air quality and inactivity 
on mental and physical health. There needs, therefore, to 
be a shift in the Department for Transport’s spending to 
sustainable forms of transport. One of our main 
commitments has been to introduce a Green Transport 
Act. This must include integrating the cycle network with 
rail and bus travel, changing the planning system and 
creating high quality, segregated cycle routes across 
London and other cities. 
 
4. Do you believe the government’s draft walking & 
cycling plan is adequate? 
It is Liberal Democrat policy to create a cycle budget of at 
least £10 per person per year to eventually increase to 
£20. This is based on similar policy implemented in the 
Netherlands where 30% of journeys are taken by bike – 
compared to 5% in the UK. 
 
We would undertake a consultation on the introduction 
of proportionate liability rules. We would also review all 
existing road traffic laws and their enforcement to ensure 
that dangerous and careless driving is dealt with the 
seriousness it merits. 

 

 
 

JOIN US FOR A FREE GUIDED RIDE 

 
You are most welcome to join us on a bike ride. Everyone can join in! The sunset ride on the 14th June is particularly special 
as people travel by bike to Richmond Hill to see the sun set from many starting points across west London. We will start at 
Brentford Market place. 
 

Date Time Description Start Location 

14th June 19:45 Sunset ride Brentford Market Place 

17th June 12:45 Artists at home ride Turnham Green Underground Station 

8th July 13:45 Osterley Ride Feltham Railway Station 

 
 

GREEN DAYS FETE 10TH & 11TH JUNE 
 
We’ll be back at the bike zone at Green Days festival in Chiswick on 10th & 11th June 
2017. The Fete is held on the green space opposite Turnham Green underground 
station entrance. Put the dates in your diary! 
We’re looking for more volunteers to help at this fantastic fete, so please let us know 
if you can join us or otherwise please join us anytime that weekend…. 
 email : hounslow@lcc.org.uk 
 
 

MONTHLY MEETING 
All are welcome to our lively monthly meetings. Our next meeting is on 29th June 7:30pm at Crown and Anchor pub on 
Chiswick High Road. Sometimes we use the room upstairs, so check at the bar! 


