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Is this the worst crossing in 

Kingston? 

 

Crossing from Kingston bridge towards the town; 

cyclists get a green light but may have to give way 2 

metres later 

We asked for suggestions of what should 

be in the Top 40 issues that we want fixed, 

and one problem brought to our attention is 

the crossing bike by the John Lewis tunnel. 

When we investigated we saw that when 

cyclists are given a green light to proceed, 

the signal only applies for cyclists to cross to 

the middle. Immediately after the signal in 

the centre island is a futile ‘END’ road 

marking and then a give-way line. There is 

no sign indicating to cyclists to watch out for 

cars emerging from the tunnel, only 

something saying watch out for buses 

coming from your right. Sometimes the 

traffic is stopped by the adjacent pedestrian 

crossing but then again sometimes it isn’t. 

We will be taking the design of this crossing 

up with Kingston Council. 

 

 

Mini-Holland news 

While works on the Portsmouth Road to 

build a segregated cycle path has been 

very public, recently works have been 

carried out in the back-streets of Surbiton 

at Avenue Elmers as part of the mini-

Holland ‘Quietway-style’ cycle route 

between Kingston and Tolworth. From the 

photo below you would be hard-pressed to 

identify what work has been done, but 

essentially ‘speed tables’ have been put at 

junctions and some bicycle logos have 

been painted on the road surface. 

Consistent with our response to the public 

consultation we are calling for a 20 mph 

speed limit on all of Avenue Elmers.  

 

Subtle: some soft gradients on speed tables and 

some bicycle logos 

The council is reconsidering plans for 

separate cycle tracks on each side of 

Penrhyn Road and is contemplating a two 

way track on one side only. 



 

Campaign Meetings: 

KCC campaign meetings happen on the 

second Tuesday each month i.e. 14th 

Mar, 11th Apr, 9th May etc at 8pm. Our 

venue is the Kingston Environment 

Centre 1 Kingston Road, New Malden (by 

the Fountain roundabout). Meetings are 

open to all members and supporters of 

KCC/LCC. Call Jon on 07984 757761 if 

you want to check arrangements. 

 Portsmouth Road parallel zebra 

crossing confusion 

The zebra crossing to get to the Portsmouth 

Road cycle track at the northern end is not 

being used in the way that the designers 

intended - which could result in a collision.  

               

Three right-angle turns are more difficult than a 

more direct crossing. 

The map sign before the crossing indicates 

that cyclists should leave the road and cross 

perpendicular to the road. We have seen that 

many times cyclists simply cross the 

northbound traffic lane at an angle, taking the 

most direct route. When cyclists do try to use 

the crossing it seems drivers are confused 

about whether they have to stop to allow a 

cyclist to cross. The parallel crossings are an 

innovation and drivers haven’t yet adapted. 

The Highway Code rule 195 says that drivers 

must give way to a pedestrian who has moved 

onto a crossing. Rule 19 says to pedestrians: 

“Wait until traffic has stopped from both 

directions or the road is clear before crossing”.  

It has not been made clear by either the DfT or 

Kingston Council how road users should use 

these new ‘parallel Zebra’ crossings. 

KCC has received a complaint about cyclists 

cutting across apparently unconcerned about 

on-coming traffic and also about an injury 

sustained by a cyclist who was trying to use 

the crossing as intended, but fell off his bike at 

the narrow dropped kerb when leaving the 

road. These issues cause us concern that 

there could be a nasty collision at this crossing 

and will be speaking to the council to seek 

improvements. 

 

Rides We have a rides schedule 

stretching well into 2017 – details on our 

website kingstoncycling.org.uk  

Next rides are on Sundays 19 Mar, 9 Apr 

& 23 Apr, starting at 10:30 from the 

Ancient Market Place, Kingston and Wed 

19 Apr at 7:30.  

 

 

 

     

Portsmouth Road by South Lane: Few cyclists 

use the crossing as intended. This cyclist signals 

right and cuts across when nothing is 

approaching 

 
Keep up to date! 

There’s simply too much news to include 

in this short newsletter. To keep in touch 

with cycle route proposals and changes 

please follow us on Twitter and 

Facebook @KingstonCycling 


