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We were very sad to learn of the death of Ben Wales on the North Woolwich Rd on 9 

February.  Our condolences go out to his family.  

This tragic event underlines the need for good cycle facilities in Newham. 

Newham Labour Party 

A couple of curiosities, but important given that Newham council is overwhelmingly Labour: 

First: Having seen Newham Council avidly promote the Silvertown Tunnel and then 

publically air its serious concerns, it was no surprise that some local Councillors should have 

put forward a motion at the Newham Labour Group in January asking the Council to oppose 

the Silvertown tunnel.  It was defeated by a wrecking amendment put forward by Councillor 

Clark, Cabinet Member for Building Communities, Public Affairs, Planning and Regeneration.   

It is difficult to see how a four lane tunnel at Canning town and the environmental 

degradation it will bring will either promote or regenerate the local community.   But if the 

Council is determined to have the Silvertown Tunnel it should prioritise walking and cycling 

protection in the neighbourhood.  The Council have good designs for Silvertown Way on the 

stocks.  They should become serious about implementing them, and also in examining how 

the cycling environment in the nearby North Woolwich Rd can be improved. 

Second: West Ham Labour ward passed a motion calling for primary legislation to make it 

mandatory for cyclists to use all available cycle lanes.  This is re-fighting a battle that was 

quite rightly lost 10 years ago when the Highway Code was last revised.  Locally it glosses 

over: 

 Newham Council’s consistent obstruction to building cycle lanes and tracks, even 

when funded by others: first CS2 to Stratford and then to Ilford; the Jenkins Lane 

cycle track to link CS2 to Barking Town Centre; at the Crossrail Stations; as part of 

the Quietway across the north of the borough - the list is long. 

 Its insistence on removing the cycle lane that protected cyclists briefly at the critical 

fail junction of Tramway Avenue and Stratford High Street in order to accommodate 

driver misbehaviour. 

 The very poor standard of cycle lanes in the borough.  It is indicative that shortly after 

the CS2 extension was built the junction at Warton Road became the one with the 

most cycle accidents in the country; Romford Rd is designated part of the LCN+ 

cycle network but has only sporadic and part time cycle lanes, advisory only in parts, 

and in some of these parking is allowed during the period the cycle lane is 

operational. 



Plenty of examples of good practice are near at hand – in the neighbouring boroughs of 

Hackney and Waltham Forest, both of which are forward looking when it comes to cycling. 

Our Website… 

Is being revamped to make it easier to navigate and provide extra functionality. 

Woodgrange Market 

We are planning a presence in Woodgrange Market on the second Saturday of each month 

through the summer.  It is hoped to provide advice on minor repairs, leaflets and maps to 

promote LCC and Newham Cyclists and a bike jumble. 

Rides 

Unfortunately our post-Christmas Greenstead ride had to be cancelled due to driving rain 

throughout the day. 

Hoo Peninsular 

On 12 February eight of us set out from Stratford international to Gravesend station to cycle 

from there anticlockwise around the Hoo Peninsular.   Following some very cold days the 

weather was overcast but perfectly cyclable.  Indeed a suitably grey sky enhanced the 

Dickensian feel, so we were able to soak in the landscape that inspired Great Expectations 

 

Our next ride is the family friendly West Ham United themed ride on 5 March in conjunction 

with the Bike from Boleyn Campaign.  Then a Lea Valley ride on 19 March.   Details on our 

website. 

Infrastructure 

We have been busier than ever responding to infrastructure consultations, pressing home 

the imperative that money spent on, for example, cycle quiet ways should not simply be 

wasted on substandard infrastructure plans.   

Our next meeting…   

Will be 27 March.  Our annual meeting will be 24 April.    Venues to be confirmed. 


