
10% by 2020 Protest Report

On Saturday 11th of February, the protest 
group Stop Killing Cyclists organised a 
protest rally and 'die-in' outside the 
Treasury in central London. The protest 
was to demand increased investment for 
cycling and walking all across the UK, and 
10% of the transport budget by the end of 
this parliament. However with the recent 
string of fatalities in London it took on an 
added significance, highlighting the urgent 
need for safety improvements on our 
roads.

Despite the snow flurries there was a good
turn out, reported at over 200 people with 
several familiar faces from Waltham Forest
in the crowd. We also had Simon Munk 
from LCC who spoke at the rally about the 
need for dedicated cycle paths.

The protest highlighted health, air pollution,
climate change, road danger, and liveable 
cities as compelling reasons to invest in 
cycling and walking. Many of the practical 
measures needed will be familiar to people
in the borough from the mini-Holland 
programme. For instance healthy 
neighbourhoods safe for kids to play out or
walk to school. Also cycle tracks, physically
separated from motor traffic, to give people
of all ages and abilities the opportunity to 
cycle in safety. 

Fred from SKC told us "Cycling and 
walking been ignored nationally and 
chronically under-funded by successive 
governments. At the same time, projects 
which damage health and the environment 
have succeeded in winning funding year 
after year. We need 2017 to be the year 
this pattern is reversed."

Concerns about new school on Lea 
Bridge Road

Members of Waltham Forest Cycling 
Campaign have raised concerns about 
proposals for a new school on Lea Bridge 
Road on the Thames Water site opposite 
the ice centre. In a letter to the developers,
we argued that the new development will 
affect the cycle track being built there.  The
cycle track has been designed to protect 
people on bikes from people in cars. 
Unless vehicles numbers in and out of the 
site are dramatically reduced, this just will 
not happen.



 
We believe that the new school design 
could put students and others cycling in 
danger. For example, parents who drive to 
school would have to turn across the cycle 
tracks to drop their children off.  These 
‘drop off’ points bring extra traffic at school 
opening and closing times. Indeed, around 
one in five vehicles at peak times is related
to the school run. If not managed properly, 
this extra traffic will pose a risk to children. 
These trips are also a major cause of 
congestion in Waltham Forest.

Short car trips like the school run and 
commute to work can often be switched to 
public transport, walking and cycling. 
Bringing even more traffic to Lea Bridge 
Road will increase danger and congestion. 
It will also put children off from choosing 
active travel modes. Yet cycling and 
walking are great ways to help our young 
people get the daily exercise they need. 
Public Health England says that only 21% 
of boys and 16% of girls aged 5 to 15 meet
the guidelines for physical activity. The 
easiest way to get our kids active is to 
build walking or cycling into their daily 
routines.
 
We are also keen that the £18m TfL has 
put into the Lea Bridge Road cycle 
superhighway is money well spent. It’s by 
far the single biggest part of their £27m 
investment. Let’s not see that cash go to 
waste.

Upcoming Rides

We have been finalising are ride calendar 
for 2017, these are our proposed rides.

26th of March – Daffodil Ride

23rd of April – Stevenage

28th of May – Nazeing

25th of June – Tour de Waltham Forest

23rd of July – Land, Sea and Air (a ride that
uses the Emirates air line and Woolwich 
car ferry)

27th of August – Hainault Forest

17th of September – Open House ride.

22nd of October – Rainham Marshes

26th of November – Greenwich

24th of December – A short afternoon local 
ride in the Waltham Forest area.

Some of these rides will be train assisted.

On top of these rides we will also be 
leading a number of one off rides including 
leading a ride down to the Ride London 
Freecycle and leading some rides during 
the E17 Art Trail as well as others through 
the year so please check out our website 
for up to date details.  Later in the year 
starting on the 19th of April we will start our 
midweek evening rides on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month.

If you want any more information about 
cycling in the borough then drop me an 
email at David@wfcycling.org.uk

Happy Cycling
David Hamilton
WFCC Coordinator
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/WFcycling
Twitter: @wfcycling
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