
  Family Bike Club – Award Winners

Congratulations to Walthamstow Family 
Bike Club.  The hugely popular monthly 
ride was named top ‘Family-Friendly Local 
Group Ride or Event’ on 15 October. Val 
Shawcross, Deputy Mayor for Transport 
presented the award to Paul Gasson at the
London Cycling Campaign’s AGM event on
15 October.

The Family Bike Club sets off

Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign has 
been running monthly Family Bike Club 
events since 2004. Come rain or shine, not
a single ride has ever been cancelled.  
These gentle, led rides have seen 
numbers swell over the years. In fact, 
they’re now so popular that they 
sometimes split to cater for different ages 
and abilities. Earlier this year, we 
introduced a shorter monthly ride for new 
and less confident cyclists. This new ride 
takes advantage of the largely traffic-free 
streets in Walthamstow Village.
The Judges commented on the excellent 
marshalling of the rides, the child friendly 
focus with lots of play and cafe stops and 

for touring the new infrastructure Waltham 
Forest’s mini-Holland and introducing 
newcomers to it and getting great social 
media at the same time!

Important Consultation

One of the highlights of the last year has 
been riding the new East/West and 
North/South Superhighways on Central 
London.  It's been a real joy to be able to 
ride through the heart of the city on safe, 
high quality segregated cycle tracks.  It's 
been an even greater joy to see people of 
all ages, shapes and sizes getting out on 
their bikes and enjoying the freedom of the
city.
The North/South Superhighway is now 
being consulted on the northern extension 
though Farringdon to King Cross.  This is 
an important consultation as it contains 
one of the more dangerous junctions on 
the proposed extension at Snow Hill/West 
Smithfield and Farringdon Road.  In the 
original plans this junction was not 
signalised for cyclists and was still 
dangerous.  The good news is TFL is now 
consulting on a signalised version.  If this 
proposal goes ahead, then it will be far 
better than the original plans.
The Consultation can be found here: 
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/west-
smithfield/ 
The consultation closes on the 13th of 
December.
I know filling in consultations can be boring
but they are very important as can be seen
from the results of the recent consultation 
on the Tavistock Place trial in Camden. In 
total the council received over 15,000 

https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/west-smithfield/
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/west-smithfield/


responses, the highest number ever for a 
Camden council consultation. 78% of the 
total were in favour of making the trial 
street layout permanent.  This strength of 
response will make it very difficult for the 
council to not make the changes 
permanent.

Mini-Holland Infrastructure Safari

A few weeks ago on a very wet Saturday 
morning myself and a few equally damp 
enthusiasts met for a tour of the new and 
newish infrastructure of Mini-Holland.  The 
tour was expertly led by one of our Council
liaison officers for WFCC, Paul Gasson.  
Paul has led rides for many London 
borough cycling groups as well as 
interested people from all over the country.

Ruckholt Road Tiger Crossing

The tour took in some of the councils 
award winning infrastructure in both the 
“villages” that have seen work carried out 
as well as Lea Bridge Road and Leyton.  
We saw Copenhagen junctions, Tiger 
Crossings and Toucan Crossings.  We saw
both old and new modal filters and rode on
old and new cycle tracks before retiring to 
a local cafe for a coffee and chance to dry 
off.
Paul spoke about the thinking behind some
of the planning and compromises that have
been agreed.  We also discussed some of 
the challenges that the cycle campaign 
and other local campaigners have faced in 
ensuring that Mini-Holland achieves real 
change for cyclists and pedestrians.

Lea Bridge Road Cycle Track

And it seems that the changes are 
producing real benefits for the local area.  
In early November the council issued some
data from a review of traffic that has been 
happening in the Village and surrounding 
area.  Initial figures suggest that the overall
volume of traffic in the Walthamstow 
Village area has been cut by about half 
since work was completed on the Mini 
Holland cycling scheme. While traffic has 
risen on nearby main roads, it is 
nevertheless estimated that even with the 
increases included the wider area has 
seen a 16 per cent drop.
I hope to persuade Paul to repeat this ride 
for us in 2017 when there will be a chance 
to see more infrastructure and hopefully 
the weather will be a little kinder.

Please note that there will be no Waltham 
Forest Monthly ride in December our next 
ride will be on the 22nd of January.
Also our monthly meeting in December is 
cancelled but we will be organising a social
drink in a local pub.  Please look out for an 
announcement on our website and come 
and join us for a chat.

If you want any more information about 
cycling in the borough then drop me an 
email at David@wfcycling.org.uk

Merry Christmas and Happy Cycling
David Hamilton
WFCC Coordinator
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/WFcycling
Twitter: @wfcycling

https://www.facebook.com/WFcycling
mailto:David@wfcycling.org.uk

