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Bow Roundabout Vigil 5th Anniversary 

It is five years ago that we organised a vigil at Bow Roundabout 

in memory of Brian Dorling and Svitlana Tereschenko.  Both were 

killed by HGVs whilst cycling on the then unprotected Cycle 

Superhighway 2 route crossing the roundabout. 

On Friday, 18th November, the vigil’s anniversary, we gathered 

again at the roundabout to commemorate the importance of the 

outcome of the 2011 event for campaigning (and campaigners), 

the need to keep lobbying for safe space for people cycling and, 

on the weekend of the World Remembrance Day, to remember all 

road traffic victims. 

We were joined by Cllr David Chesterton who read out a 

statement on behalf of Mayor John Biggs. 

Terry Patterson, London Cycling Campaign Vice-Chair and long-

time Tower Hamlets Wheelers member read out the following 

LCC statement: 

You're standing at a junction that TfL still haven't fixed, 

despite us asking over and over. 

Nearby are several other remaining issues with CS2 - Wharton Road, the Whitechapel 

Market stretch etc. 

Upcoming Events 

Monthly Meeting  
Wednesday 14 December – 7:30pm 

Our monthly meeting to discuss 

various projects within the borough. 

From workshops, to consultations to 

upcoming rides - varied agenda and 

all very welcome.  

Bicycle Maintenance Workshop  

Saturday 17 December – 11am 

Hands on workshop with Dr Bike 

available if you need any help. 

Tea, cake and chat available! 

Full details on our website: 

wheelers.org.uk/diary 



It's vital that the Mayor and TfL hears loud and clear that we are hugely supportive of 

moves to make London safer for cycling - the new segregated cycle tracks, including CS2, 

are a great start.  And already we're seeing a lot more people cycling. 

But if we want even more people cycling.  And if we don't want to be standing here and 

elsewhere in London over and over, with the families and friends of those bereaved 

unnecessarily, then that work has to be better and go quicker. 

It means the Mayor, TfL, boroughs need to stand firm and stop listening to those who put 

quick profits above lives.  It's not OK for lorries rushing into central London to be paid by 

load.  It's not OK for police investigation and enforcement to be such low priority.  It's not 

OK for car lobbyists such as the LTDA to argue against schemes on the basis of the odd 

banned turn or minor inconvenience for them - when these schemes will save lives.  We 

want faster, bolder action on lorries, on segregated tracks, on junctions etc.  We want the 

Mayor to be bold and engage communities and explain the vital need for better 

infrastructure and faster measures.  We don't want the Mayor to try and "balance" all road 

users' "needs" playing the profits of large hauliers and powerful professional driver lobbies 

off against our lives. 

A year from now will we be standing at a junction that still retains risks because TfL and the 

Mayor are balancing the needs of pedestrians and cyclists against the need for HGVs to get 

to their destinations one minute faster? 

You can read further background on the 2011 vigil and other campaigning events at that time that lead to 

the political shift to providing infrastructure for cycling to an acceptable standard on our website:  

wheelers.org.uk/news 

Transforming Stepney's Streets 

The Council has recently been consulting on a 

series of proposals entitled "Transforming 

Stepney's Streets".  These are aimed at 

reducing rat running, calming traffic, improving 

walking and cycling routes, and generally 

enhancing the streetscape in a large area 

bound by Sidney Street to the west and 

Burdett Road to the east.  Most phases of the 

consultation are now closed, but that on main 

junctions is still available here:  

www.pclconsult.co.uk/tower-hamlets/stepney/ 

The online consultations included local area 

maps which allowed publicly-visible 

comments.  From these, and from local observations, it is starkly clear that rat running and anti-social 

driving are very serious problems in Stepney.  Whilst the measures proposed are a welcome attempt to 

deal with the issue, given how serious it is it seems likely that much more ambitious and wide-ranging 

interventions would be required to make a serious impact. 

The Wheelers will be submitting a detailed response to the Council covering all aspects of these 

consultations.  In this, we will make an over-arching suggestion that Stepney is considered for a "mini-

Holland" scheme of no-through roads and one-way streets, such as that recently successfully 

implemented in Walthamstow Village. 

If you live in or near Stepney and would like to get involved in this, please get in touch with Alex at 

alexjenkins2@gmail.com 


