
As a further step towards making
the canal more accessible from all
parts of Ealing, TfL have now removed
barriers at two of the subways under
the A40, at Lynwood Road and Medway
Parade. Hopefully the barriers at Park
Royal subway will also soon disappear,
to provide a continuous Greenway al-
most all the way from West Acton to
the canal.

Peter Mynors
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tient and humorous manner whether
they be people on a basic maintenance
course or a local councillor or MP. He
was a master at finding projects for
charities and the council to support
and then finding the funding to
achieve the project outcomes.
David left a wife, Shirley and two

daughters Joanne and Laura and our
thoughts are with them through this
sad time.

Nick Manthorpe
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I t is now 3 months since David Ealesdied after a short illness. Most of
you reading this will therefore already
know this and share our sadness at the
loss of a dear friend.
David touched the lives ofmany in

the cycling world and wider com-
munity. He had for many years been
advocating cycling not only as a leis-
ure activity but also for commuting
and for business use. He had a vision
above just making the odd journey by
bike and looked at how the bike could
fit into a better society, both socially
and environmentally.
David seemed to know everyone in

the cycling world and I would often
attend meetings with him or man a
stall with him where he would say
something like “oh I can see such and
such over there, I’m just going to have
a chat with them, be back in a
minute”.
When David, John Gilbert and I

formed London Bike Hub in November
2011, it was with the intent to help
people find the joy and practicality of
cycling. David was however always the
driving force. He would persuade
people to do things with a quiet, pa-

REST IN PEACE, DAVID EALES

EVENTS
14 December
Christmas party! Contact
bjowen33@gmail.com for details.

Rides meet 9:45am at Ealing Town Hall
on the 1st Sunday ofeach month:

1 January
Leisurely ride to Harrow-on-the-
Hill and back to the Duke ofKent
pub via Pitshanger.

5 February
Leisurely ride to the Heath Robin-
son Museum by way ofPinner.

5 March
Leisurely ride around Ealing in
memory ofDavid Eales.

The Canal & River Trust (CRT) are
planning to improve over 16 miles

of towpath between West Drayton and
Paddington under the Quietways
programme. They are promising bet-
ter quality surfaces, wider paths, im-
proved access points and new signs.
ECC support this enthusiastically,

and have highlighted to CRT the inter-
dependence of
good geometry,
surface and main-
tenance. If one of
these is wrong,
the other two be-
come even more
crucial to ensure
friendly interac-
tion between
users.

CANAL TOWPATH IMPROVEMENTS

Because the pruning ofhedgerows
in summer can be restricted by wild-
life habitats, it is vital that the main
winter trim is deep enough to encour-
age birds to nest well back from the
canal. And some of the recent path
resurfacing in Ealing parks has
demonstrated how smooth surfaces
benefit everyone.
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Towpath design: cross section

Vertical clearance
for full width
3.0m normal
(2.5m min)

0.5m min 2.0m normal
(1 .8m min)

1 .0m normal
(0.5m min)
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Ealing Council recently completed a
new raised-table cycle track on

Little Ealing Lane, between Radbourne
Avenue and Weymouth Avenue. While
short, it can have an immense effect
on some cycle journeys.
It unlocks trips coming north along

Junction Road from the A4 cycle track.
Now people can cycle uphill to turn
onto Weymouth Avenue without
needing to mix with bus and other
motor traffic at
speed.
People cycling

on to Pope's Lane
may wish to stay
in the traffic lane
or re-route via
Temple Road, as
merging right
from the new
track remains
difficult.
The track was built to a good stand-

ard, with gentle kerbs, wheel-friendly
grates used at drainage points, and a
new zebra crossing with cycle provi-
sion. We hope to see more infrastruc-
ture of this quality in Ealing!

Nick Moffitt

ECC has been in contact with
Waitrose to appeal for the trian-

gular bike stands to be replaced with
standard Sheffield stands. The two
biggest downsides of the existing
stands are that there is no top tube so
the bike slips when shopping is placed
on a bike, and the front of the stand is
too close to the wall of the store res-
ulting in difficulty locking either
wheel to the stand.

Sheffield Stands were already the
accepted design in 1998 when the
London Cycle Network recommended
them for practicality and security.
Waitrose recognises that Sheffield
stands are the accepted standard, and
these stands are being rolled out in all
new branches and refurbishments
over the past 5 years. Curiously, they
will only prioritise West Ealing for
Sheffield stands when another refur-
bishment takes place. There is no date
in place for another refurbishment.
If you would like to see Sheffield

stands outside the branch, please do
call their customer services team on
0800 188884, since they do take
notice of customer feedback. The more
ofus who call in the more likely the
company will install stands that are fit
for purpose.

Ben Owen

Everyone is welcome to our meet-
ings at 7:30pm on the first Wednes-
day of every month. The next dates
are:
4th January and 1st February.

Our regular venue, Café Grove,
serves food and drink:
65 The Grove, W5 5LL

@EalingCyclists
info@ealingcycling.org.uk
www.ealingcycling.org.uk
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London Bike Hub is 5 years old this
month. It has grown from David

and me standing around in cold play-
grounds fixing local kids' bikes to a vi-
brant community hub being able to
offer many services to different sec-
tors. This has chiefly been led by David
so when he sadly died in August, we
were worried about how we would
carry on his good work. We have been
overwhelmed by the offers of support
we have received from individuals and
organisations including CTUK and
Cycling Instructor (CI).
It was clear that I would not be able

to do all the things David did by myself
so I have been lucky to recruit Jon
Marks, Paul Delany and Brian Smith as
directors to help me run the company.
Paul is now looking after the cycle
training side of the business, Jon is
looking after the workshop and main-
tenance training. Brian is a strategic
friend. We still have our team of in-
structors, mechanics and volunteers
all ofwhich we thank for sticking with
us through this hard time.
We will be starting the maintenance

courses again soon and the workshop
is currently open for business on Sat-
urdays from 10.00am to 4.00pm, Wed-
nesdays from 9.30 to 4.30 and
Thursdays 12.30 to 3.30.
We still have a stock of smile brack-

ets should any Ealing residents need
them as well as things like the child
carriers for people to borrow and
cargo bikes to try out.

Nick Manthorpe
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OnSaturday, 17 September 2016,
six ofus pedalled through the

Rĳksmuseum and stood triumphantly
before the "I amsterdam" sign, com-
pleting a five-day journey from
London by bicycle.
The fundraising ride began its life

as a cancelled London Cycling
Campaign event. Members of the
Ealing Cycling Campaign, including
David Eales, stepped in to plan a more
streamlined journey.
With the news ofDavid's passing,

we re-christened it the David Eales
Memorial Ride, and Brian Smith from
the Hounslow Cycling Campaign mod-
ified Bike Hub shirts to commemorate

the trip. We shared our memories of
David over meals, and ran a ride we
believe he would have enjoyed.
We rased £3800 for LCC and SJS

Awareness, and plan to repeat the
journey in 2017. Watch this space!

Nick Moffitt
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