
Kensington and Chelsea Cyclists  
 

 News from the Borough 
 

 

It’s been an exciting year for cycling in London, with new Superhighways opening, and the 

Quietways beginning to be delivered. Our new Mayor, Sadiq Khan, has pledged to continue 

Boris’s cycling legacy, thanks to LCC’s Sign for Cycling campaign, and K&C Cyclists were 

proud to support that campaign, handing out leaflets on Kensington High Street and in 

Kensington Gardens, and tagging bikes around the borough. 

 

But what’s been happening specifically in Kensington and Chelsea? Sadly very little is being 

delivered on the ground. K&C Cyclists continue to communicate with officers and 

councillors in our borough to make the case for better cycling facilities, particularly to 

achieve the aims of LCC’s Space for Cycling campaign. 

 

Below are some highlights from our current campaign. But there are many more things we 

could be doing as a borough group, so please get in touch if you have ideas and energy. 

 

Martin Carr – K&C Cyclists Coordinator 

 

A Superhighway for Kensington and Chelsea? 

 

It has been confirmed that Hammersmith & 

Fulham and Hounslow boroughs are 
progressing plans for Superhighway 9. 

However, at this stage, it looks as if it will stop 

at the borough boundary, as K&C Council 

remains opposed to routing it on Kensington 

High Street. We are working with supportive 

AMs and asking the Mayor directly to 

intervene to deliver this route. Please 

continue, whether by email or in person, to 

urge our elected representatives to deliver on 

the Space for Cycling aims, including CS9. Now that protected space has been delivered 

through CS2 (on Whitechapel Road), CS3 (the E-W Superhighway), and CS6 (N-S), we can 

see the real benefits of these schemes in terms of safety and encouraging new cyclists, so we 

want the same in our borough. 

 

Slow Down! 

 

The march of the 20mph borough seems unstoppable, with areas of 

Croydon and Wandsworth now embracing change. Sadly, 

Kensington and Chelsea Council remains unconvinced; the only 

street in the borough to have a 20mph limit currently is Exhibition 

Road. K&C Cyclists continues to work with our supporters to 

convince the Council that, with proper enforcement and complementary measures, 20mph 

zones will bring safer streets and, ultimately, save lives. 
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Quietways – Not Good Enough! 

 

The first Quietway routes are now being 

implemented in K&C, and while there are 

some successes, too often the Council is 

compromising on standards of design to 

appease motorists and wealthy residents. 

 

K&C Cyclists have objected to the 

cancellation of a Quietway route on 

Kensington Palace Gardens, where only 15 

complaints were enough to see the route 

scuppered. Equally disappointing was the loss 

of the closure of Tryon Street as part of a Quietway route – motor traffic will continue to 

flow through the street, making it a less cycle and pedestrian friendly space. 

 
K&C Cyclists want the Council to wake up the fact that there will be no substantial increase 

in levels of cycling until routes are genuinely calm and safe. We also believe that not only 

cyclists, but residents and pedestrians benefit from quieter, safer routes. 

 

Two-Way Streets, and Boris Bikes 

 

Though it is a small change, the opening up of 

Phillimore Walk for two-way cycling should 

improve E-W connectivity parallel to Kensington 

High Street. There has also been some expansion 

of the Santander cycles scheme to northern parts 

of the borough currently without it (above the 

Westway) and K&C Cyclists supports further 

expansion here. If you have other suggestions to 

improve any aspect of cycling in Kensington and 

Chelsea, let us know. 

 

K&C Cyclists needs You! 

 

I (Martin) have co-ordinated K&C Cyclists for the past two years, but no 

longer working or living in the borough, it’s time for me to step down by 

the end of 2016. If you’re interested in taking forward the work of K&C 

Cyclists, please get in touch, and we can talk. 

 

Despite having almost 200 members, we have very few active campaigners 

in the group. If you could offer any support, from maintaining our online 

presence, to writing to policy makers in the borough, let us know. The more voices we 

have, the more we will be heard. 

  

Contact Us 
 

We’d love to hear more from cyclists in our area about the issues and concerns you have – 

email kensingtonandchelsea@lcc.org.uk 
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