
Solstice Ride 

On 15th of June Neil Guthrie, John Ede and Charles Barabell set off from 

Wimbledon Station on the annual London Cycling campaign gathering 

for the very broadly South and West London Local Groups near-to-the-

Solstice leisurely and quiet ride to Richmond - the one in Surrey!  Over 

Wimbledon Common we met Park Runner and former MCC Borough 

Coordinator Richard Evans - he would happily ride to Richmond 

Yorkshire, and is selling his book, Laid Back Around the World in 180 

Days to support RoadPeace, a charity close to many walking and 

pedalling hearts. (http://www.roadpeace.org/) 

After entering the park through Roehampton Gate and taking the 

Tamsin Trail we met up with the cyclists from other local groups on a 

grade-segregated Terrace near the top of Richmond Hill. There was lots 

of catching up, and a welcome from the staff of The Roebuck, which 

provided meals and a drink - and toilets! The Roebuck also boasts a 

spectacular view of the sunset over the Thames Valley which this year 

was slightly marred by the overcast sky. But that couldn’t detract from 

the idyllic motor-traffic free pedal homewards, through unlit, quiet, 

Richmond Park.  

An epic pedal, not to be missed, not too long, (and a lot warmer than 

the New Year ride to the White Hart).  Come next year? 

MCC meetings: Thurs 1 September, Thurs 6 October, Thurs 
3 November, Thurs 1 December 8:00pm – 9:30pm 

Join us at the All Saints Centre for our monthly meeting and tell us what 

YOU think MCC should be doing.  LCC members and those simply 

curious are all welcome.  

Notes of our previous meetings are available at mertoncyclists.org.uk 

and we tend to adjourn to the Sultan pub just across the road.  
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Free Cycle Training available in Merton  

Cycle Training UK is offering businesses and employees in Merton a 

range of cycle skills training to enable people to cycle to work safely and 

confidently. This includes free one to one cycle skills training to 

individuals and workplace Dr Bikes and lunchtime seminars 

Businesses can book a qualified cycling instructor to deliver taster 

sessions at their workplace for half or full day for free. The sessions are 

designed to help employees to cycle safely to and from work and there’s 

a range of courses available for different abilities and levels of 

experience.  

To find out more or book visit the Cycle Training UK website: 

http://www.cycletraining.co.uk/boroughs/merton-and-richmond-

business-free-cycle-offer.html  

Or contact: Jane Stables, at Cycle Training UK, 020 7231 6005, 

Jane@cycletraining.co.uk 

Making Merton Safe for Cycling? There’s a way to go at 
Durnsford Road railway bridge 

Durnsford Road railway bridge is on the most direct route between 

South Wimbledon and Wandsworth, and badly needs a major redesign 

to make it safe for cyclists as well as pedestrians.  

MCC have highlighted this for some time 

to the Council to little effect. 

Unfortunately the Council has recently 

raised the footway on one side, making it 

relatively safer for pedestrians at the 

expense of becoming more dangerous for 

cyclists. The recent changes have left 

MCC Meetings are on the first Thursday of every month 

8pm, All Saints Centre, All Saints Road, SW19 1BX 

Web: mertoncyclists.org.uk 

Facebook: facebook.com/mertoncyclists 

Twitter: @LCCinMerton 

Email: info@mertoncyclists.org.uk 
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little room for bikes when traffic is passing in 

both directions, and the footway is too 

narrow for pedestrians and cyclists to share.  

With the only alternatives being to 

ride the other side of the railway to 

Wimbledon Park or to use the 

Wandle Trail - both lengthy detours 

– MCC will continue to push the 

Council to make improvements for 

cyclists to this key route through 

the borough.  

 

 

 

 

 

Merton Cycling Campaign want to ‘activate’ Mitcham Town 
Centre.  

Merton Council has recently begun work on an active thoroughfare along 

Croydon road, with signs due to go up in the coming months However 

more work is needed if Mitcham Town Centre is to be truly active.  

“Merton’s regeneration plans for a vibrant centre to Mitcham need 

walkers and cyclists to be successful,” says MCC Borough Coordinator 

Charles Barraball. “Mitcham’s 

not a transport interchange 

like Morden and Wimbledon 

so the Council’s plans need to 

seriously promote active 

transport.”  

Merton Cycling Campaign 

have already taken the bikes 

out with Merton’s Cycling 

officer, to look for ways to 

provide protected space for 

cycling between Phipps Bridge and Mitcham Town Centre and on to 

Croydon Road. Without this connection to Mitcham the active 

thoroughfare proposed along Croydon Road will effectively go nowhere.  

The next step is a ride along Western Road with Merton’s Cycling officer 

to make the case for protected space between Mitcham and Colliers 

Wood, where the Cycle Superhighway waits for its Mitcham connection. 

To complete the points of the compass, Merton Council are also looking 

to facilitate protected space for cycling between Mitcham and Tooting 

Station.  

New constitution adopted at MCC’s Annual Meeting 

The good news about MCC’s 2016 Annual Meeting is that a new 

constitution, designed by the team at London Cycle Campaign HQ, was 

adopted. It regularises our status within LCC as the LCC group for the 

London Borough of Merton, and lays down the rules for constitutional 

matters such as election of officers, group finances, and conduct of 

meetings.  

A new part of the constitution is that all meetings now have to be 

quorate; fortunately the figure for a quorum is set at four members, 

which was precisely the number present at the Annual Meeting. The four 

concerned were already officers, and were all willing to re-elect 

themselves and each other! The officers for the group for the coming 

year are:  

 Charles Baraball, Borough Coordinator 

 Philip Box, Secretary 

 David Vine, Treasurer  

 Hugh Morgan, London Borough of Merton Liaison and 

Engineering 

Although the low turnout meant that the meeting was very short, 

allowing an early adjournment to the Sultan, we were concerned that 

the wider membership missed an opportunity to debate the new 

constitution, and to take part in what should be an essential part of the 

group’s activities. They also missed a blistering critique from Charles of 

the lack of political will on the part of Merton Council (and Government) 

to promote sustainable and healthy transport!  

We will be discussing at our monthly meetings in the near future what 

can be done to get more of the local group involved, but if you’re 

interested in making a difference to cycling in Merton please come along 

to our next meeting or get in touch via email or social media.  


