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Our 2016 ride season… 

included, on 30 July, successfully leading 71 riders of all ages and abilities down Cycle 

Superhighway 2 from Stratford to Leadenhall to the excellent 8 mile FreeCycle route through 

central London.  All done under the firm control of our ride leader Steve and his supporting 

ride marshalls.  This is the start: 

 

We arrived without incident, 

 

and brought a more select band back to Stratford, subject only to a single puncture – swiftly 

dealt with by Dr Bike at Leadenhall. 

 



On 18 September we will resume our Essex country lanes rides with a 30 mile spin to …. 

ssh you know where.   

Our traditional October ride to Rainham Marshes and the Ingrebourne Valley will take place 

on 9 October.  

Details of all the rides are on our website. 

 

Infrastructure issues 

Since the last issue we have had a general catch up meeting with Newham Council Officials; 

and separately discussed the Stratford Gyratory plans and the Crossrail environmental 

improvements.  Details of all infrastructure issues are on the website.  By way of headlines: 

 It is disappointing that cycle lanes in Forest Gate were vetoed by the Council at the 

political level despite a strong call for them in response to consultation.  This is a 

timely reminder of the importance of political will in improving the environment, 

including that for cycling and pedestrians.  

 Better news is the progress for the design of Stratford Gyratory. This is a key scheme 

for unlocking the cycling potential of the Newham and the current plans, if adopted 

would bring a step change improvement.  Our discussions have now progressed to 

the detailed level such as the phasing of lights at signalised junctions.  We are also 

continuing to raise issues of coherence with other projects (such as the Maryland 

Crossrail proposals and the “Leyton Ladder” (both yet to be designed), and the 

effects on the surrounding areas, where rat running is likely to arise.  

 In the meantime more cycle parking has been installed at Meridian Square Stratford 

– underneath the bridge to Westfield.    

 The Quietways across the north of the Borough and along the Greenway are both 

progressing (if slowly).  Some changes to Forest Gate north are already in place and 

more are to come; solutions to the problem junctions with main roads are also 

emerging.  Consultation on the Greenway proposals have elicited a positive 

response so far.   However the section north of Stratford High Street is likely to be 

closed for another year for more remedial bridge works. 

For many years we have been pointing out the poor infrastructure around Westfield and the 

QEII Olympic Park.  This is demonstrated by a Cycle Level of Service (CLOS) assessment 

undertaken by Newham Council, which shows how much of the infrastructure is below 

continental standards even though the designers had more or less a blank canvas.  Much of 

the blame can be laid at the door of the LLDC, but there are signs that both Newham Council 

and Westfield would like to see the full cycling potential of the area exploited.   

 

Our next meeting…   

will take place after the summer break on September 26 at 7.00pm.  Form and venue to be 

confirmed.  Check for details on our website. 


