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Our 2016 ride season… 

is in full swing.  We have run 2 of our local and leisurely “Newham Rides”, in and around the 

borough, including the Woolwich variant, taking in various way of cross the Thames. 

 

These have given various views of “the Line” of sculptures and provided a practical 

illustration of the importance of completing the Lea Valley route between Cody Dock and the 

Bow Ecology Park near Canning Town. 

There have been longer country rides to Greenstead Church, around the Hoo Peninsular, to 

Cheshunt and back, and from Ashford to Folkestone. 

Our next Newham Rides are 12 June and 10 July.  Our next country ride is along Essex 

lanes on 26 June.  Details of all the rides are on our website. 

 

Our Annual General Meeting  

Our annual meeting held on 19 April, was a well-attended (including by three local 

councillors) and convivial event.  We updated our constitution in line with LCC advice and 

highlighted the main infrastructure issues (see below).  In an open discussion about future 

direction, the importance of working with schools was emphasised. 



Infrastructure issues 

The main infrastructure projects at the moment are: 

 The re-design for the Stratford Gyratory as part of TfL’s major junction programme.  

We are seeking to bring to the scheme (a) public realm gains (for example outside 

the King Edward Vi Public House and around the Bus Station and Theatre Square (b) 

priority and safety for cyclists and pedestrians. 

 The Quietway across the north of the Borough forming a part of the link from Victoria 

Park to Fairlop.  Some of the relatively easy parts have been implemented, but we 

have been clear that we cannot support this as a route that less confident cyclists will 

be encourage to use unless the major junctions and some difficult sections of the 

proposed route are satisfactorily addressed. 

 We are asking Newham Council to take a more positive line in seeking cycle 

infrastructure planning gains from new developments.  Whilst this looks like a boring 

planning issue it is of vital importance in a borough with so much development and 

such antiquated cycle infrastructure.  A good example of what should be done is to 

seek improvements from the developers of new high rise student accommodation on 

Stratford High Street to the directly related junction at Warton Road (revealed by the 

Times last year as the junction with the most cycle accidents in the country) and to 

improve the access to the QE Olympic Park and Westfield. 

For more details of other infrastructure issues, there is a list on our website. 

 

A Cycle Strategy for Newham….and why it is needed 

For some time Newham Council has been funded by TfL to produce a cycle strategy and 

some good foundation work has been undertaken – identifying significant cycle routes and 

partially assessing the Cycle Level of Service.  However, the strategy has yet to be 

consulted upon or finalised. 

It is needed, in order to prevent the incoherent and wasteful approach to cycling taken to 

date. The major example was the use of millions of pounds of funding for improving Stratford 

High St for the Olympics, without including cycle tracks - which were ultimately retrofitted 

after the Olympics.  There are many other minor examples,such as: a cycle contraflow being 

refused on grounds of the carriageway being too narrow (Cramner Rd) when an even 

narrower carriageway is now given contraflows as part of a Quietway (Wooder Gardens);  

Newham Cyclists have long argued for 20 mph in Warton Rd, but only succeeded in 

securing the retention of a short section of the temporary 20 mph section put in for the 

Olympics.  Now, late in the day, there is a consultation for extending this. 

A cycle strategy would, at least, assist in bring a coherent approach to cycling, which would 

accelerate improvements (for which there will be increasing pressure) …and in the process 

save public money on piecemeal retrofitting.  But a cycle strategy is also the opportunity for 

the Borough to genuinely commit to increasing cycling in the Borough to address health 

issues, obesity, diabetes,  and reduce air pollution, with targets being set and clear 

implementation plans e.g. BikeAbility, in addition to road and traffic flow design.  As was 

highlighted at our annual meeting schools are a good place to start. 


