
We meet on the 2nd Monday of the month with a start time of 7.15pm at The Great Northern Railway Tavern, Hornsey 
High Street.  Drop in and say hello!  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Wightman Road 
 
Wightman Road, the equivalent ‘rail’ to Green Lanes that 
runs alongside the ‘Harringay Ladder’, has been filtered 
to through motor vehicle traffic until September 2016 so 
that Network Rail can replace the bridge over the Barking 
to Gospel Oak railway line. This temporary filtering has 
given what is an otherwise very busy and unpleasant 
road a new lease of life! 
 
Barriers have been placed at strategic points on 
Wightman Road, allowing pedestrians and cyclists to 
move freely from end to end while still maintaining 
motor vehicle access to, but not through, Wightman 
Road and the ‘ladder’ roads. 
 

 
 
The impact of this on the local community has been a 
literal breath of fresh air. It has also created a safe space 
for people to travel by bike who may otherwise not have 
considered using this method of transport, and children 
are now able to play, scoot and cycle to school in safety. 
 

 
 
Unfortunately, a rather overzealous approach to 
accessibility at the pedestrian and cycle crossing of the 
railway has proved problematic. Although we have 
requested that the barriers are spaced so as not to 
impede cargo bikes, tandems or the mobility impaired 
from using this end of the road, we understand that this 
is not possible. However, even with these obstacles, we 
feel that filtering through-traffic from this route has 
generated huge overall benefits to the local and wider  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
community, and provides a useful case study example for 
future traffic reduction schemes. Over 17,000 motor 
vehicles used to use Wightman Road every day; it’s clear 
that much of this traffic has ‘evaporated’ and not 
reappeared on alternative routes. 
 
'Living Wightman' is a new organisation to coordinate a 
residents' campaign to make these changes permanent, 
and we support this campaign. If you want to get 
involved, or simply show support, contact the Living 
Wightman Campaign by sending your name and address 
to livingwightman@gmail.com. 
 

Colney Hatch Lane 
 
Following a brilliant grass-roots campaign from 
@CrossSafeN10, Haringey Council have recently made a 
number of changes to the junction of Colney Hatch Lane 
and Alexandra Park Road, making it much safer for 
pedestrians travelling through the area. 
 
Unfortunately, the council did not implement changes 
requested by HCC to make the left turn from Colney 
Hatch Lane onto Alexandra Park Road safe for people on 
bikes. We requested that turning movements were 
separated and HGVs were banned from making this turn 
(also a demand of the Cross Safe campaign). 
 

What was actually 
delivered was only an 
advisory cycle lane with 
no ASL that puts people 
on bikes directly in the 
blind spot of vehicles 
turning left. 
 
We requested that 
either our suggestions 
to protect cyclists were 
implemented, or the 
advisory lane was 
removed. 
 

We understand that contractors have been instructed to 
remove the lane. Whilst we are glad of the swift response 
to our concerns, it’s disappointing that a very welcome 
scheme for pedestrian safety was not implemented with 
the same amount of care for people cycling. 
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We meet on the 2nd Monday of the month with a start time of 7.15pm at The Great Northern Railway Tavern, Hornsey 
High Street.  Drop in and say hello!  

 

 

Bike Week 
 
As part of Bike Week this year, we’ll be hosting a "Bike 
Breakfast" on Wightman Road on Monday 13th June. 
We'll be on the north (ladder) side of the railway bridge, 
from 7.30-9.30am, so do come along and join us for 
croissants and bananas! We’re expecting a press call at 
around 8:30am and it would be great to have LOTS of you 
there for this photo opportunity. You'll also be able to get 
those little bike niggles fixed by our Dr Bike, and we'll be 
asking you to give us your views on Wightman Road and 
how you'd like it to be in the future. 
 

Haringey Festival of Cycling 
 
Haringey Festival of Cycling is taking place on Sunday 
12th June in Finsbury Park, London N4 from 12.00-
6.00pm 
 
There will be lots of free activities: 
 
• A 5 mile Skyride at 11am (traffic free, suitable for all 
levels, book at http://www.goskyride.com/) 
• Free Dr Bike maintenance checks 
• Free giveaways for cyclists 
• All ability cycling with Pedal Power Cycling Club 
• Cycle your own smoothie 
• Check out pop-up stalls from local cycle shops 
• Family fun activities 
• Buy delicious local food 
• Sign up for free adult cycle skills sessions 
• Buy a refurbished bike 
• Free bike security marking 
 
There is also The Italian Job, a 100km Audax ride, 
organised by Islington Cycling Club. Entry details can be 
found on: http://www.aukweb.net/events/detail/16-88/ 
 
We will have a stall there, so pop along and say hello 
between 12-6pm! 
 

Car Bike Port 
 
Haringey Council are currently trialling a ‘Car Bike Port’ – 
cycle parking in the shape of a car - which is able to take 
ten bicycles in a single car parking space, a great use of 
space which also preserves pavement space. 
 
There is only one of these so far in Haringey, located in 
Fortis Green Road (conveniently outside a bike shop!), 
but if it proves successful, Haringey Council have said 
that they will consider installing more. 
 

 

Dr Bike Sessions 
 
Haringey Council are again offering FREE Dr Bike sessions 
on Sundays in the borough during the summer months. 
 
They will take place in Finsbury Park, Priory Park and at 
Bruce Castle Park from 2-5pm, usually near the café. 
There is no need to book – just turn up with your bike. Dr 
Bike can help with minor adjustments, so if you need any 
parts please make sure you bring them with you. 
 
The sessions will take place on the following Sundays: 
 
Finsbury Park 
 
12th June (12-6pm), 17th July, 14th August, 18th 
September, 16th October 
 
Priory Park 
 
19th June, 24th July, 21st August, 25th September 
 
Bruce Castle Park 
 
Sundays 26th June, 31st July, 4th September, 2nd 
October 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
If you would like us to feature a community project, a 
bike shop or a bike friendly cafe in future editions of this 
newsletter, please get in touch with us at 
Haringey@lcc.org.uk.  
 
If you’d like to write your own review, please email it to 
the same address. Please include photos, if possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
There’s always a lot going on in Haringey, but 

there's so much more we could do to improve 

cycling in the borough if we had your help. 

 

Get in touch and help make Haringey better for 

everyone: haringey@lcc.org.uk 
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