
Brent’s Cycle Strategy presented
At the Brent Cyclists Annual Meeting on 11 May, transport 
planner Anna Dennemann, who handles most cycling-
related issues in Brent Council, gave us a talk on the 
council’s newly-approved Cycle Strategy for 2016-21. If 
you’d like to read this it is at http://tinyurl.com/zdqhyf9.

It’s only a short document, and there was some muttering at 
the meeting that it was just ‘motherhood and apple pie’. 
Certainly there is no detail on specific schemes the council 
is committing itself to in this period. It contains a map of a 
proposed ‘cycle facility network’, but what are these 
‘facilities’? Some of the lines on the map are quite 
meaningless, such as the supposed LCN+ route along the 
length of the A5. Other route suggestions are vague ‘long-
term aims’ with no engineering detail. We do know however 
that Anna had a battle within the council to get a map 
included in the document at all.

Some of the ideas we have been plugging away at over the 
years have made it in to the plan, and there was more 
information on these in the talk than there is in the 
document. The route on Carlton Vale is there, with an 
extension by 2021 up to Willesden via Brondesbury Park. 
The long-argued over route via the (currently blocked) 
Christchurch Avenue, the route from Wembley Park to 
Harrow Road, the cycle bridge over the North Circular at 
Neasden, and the plan for a comprehensive treatment of 
Kingsbury Road (replacing the current short pavement cycle 
track) are implied by the plan but not described. These are 
concrete things we can try to hold the council to.

For the larger projects the council is going to be dependent 
on funding from the Mayor of London, which is why the 
Sign for Cycling campaign and the commitments LCC 
secured from Sadiq Khan are so important. We learned from 
Anna that the report on the North Circular crossing has been 
completed, but it’s confidential, so we can’t see it! The 
Mayor will have to decide if it is worth the large investment 
it will obviously require; similarly with Kingsbury Road.

The worrying aspect of the Strategy is its focus on so-called 
‘quiet routes’. These may be what survey respondents say 
they want, as Anna has often told us, but without a political 
commitment to remove through-traffic from rat runs, using 
mode filters or one-way systems with cycle contraflows, 
they won’t happen in the way we need to make them usable 
by all potential cyclists. There is no sign of a recognition of 
this in the council, and no sign it is yet willing to transfer 
space on main roads from motor traffic to bikes either.

Greens go to Brent Cross
In response to a request from the Green GLA group, on 20 
April Brent Cyclists coordinator David Arditti, plus 
Jonathan Briggs from Barnet, showed Baroness Jones 
(Jenny Jones, outgoing GLA member) and GLA candidate 
Caroline Russell what cycling conditions are like around the 
A41 Hendon Way at Brent Cross. Jenny Jones and her 
colleague Darren Johnson have been highly active during 
the Johnson mayoralty in pushing the Mayor on cycle safety 
and infrastructure spending. The visit was a response to 
TfL’s shelving of plans for Cycle Superhighway 11 to go up 
the A41 to Brent Cross. (Only plans for a route as far north  
as Swiss Cottage were consulted on before the election.)

Jenny Jones, Caroline Russell and David Arditti near Brent 
Cross (Photo Jonathan Briggs)

This was also an opportunity to try to explain some of the 
problems the Brent Cross Cricklewood development would 
create (or fail to solve) for cycling and walking. The Greens 
were shown the bad cycling conditions in rat-run sidestreets 
off the A41, even outside schools, and the awkward, 
obstructed underpasses and paths cyclists have as the only 
alternative to huge motorway-style road junctions. Jonathan 
had the amazing information that some schools here satisfy 
their ‘green’ travel plans through parents driving their kids 
to school with bikes and having them cycle just the last few 
metres through the gates.

The appalling, entirely car-dominated environment was 
clearly an eyeopener for the visitors (though we had shown 
Jenny round Neasden back in 2011). Now elected to the 
GLA, Caroline Russell and fellow Green Sian Berry are 
already pressing Sadiq Khan to stick to his promise to 
‘Make London a by-word for cycling’ by continuing the 
investment in Superhighways and mini-Hollands. 
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Maintenance and training sessions
Brent council has organised ‘Dr Bike’ maintenance sessions 
at the dates and locations below. Get your bike checked out 
for free!

• Sun 22 May, 10am to 2pm, Queens Park Farmers Market
• Sat 11 June, 10am to 2pm, Willesden Sports Centre
• Sat 18 June, 10am to 2pm, Kensal Rise Station 
• Sat 16 July, 10am to 2pm, Kensal Rise Station 
• Sun 17 July, 10am to 2pm, Willesden Sports Centre
• Sat 20 Aug, 10am to 2pm, Willesden Sports Centre

On 1, 2 and 3 June 9:30am to 2:00pm there are Bikeability 
cycle training sessions at Willesden Sports Centre for 
children from 9 years old upwards. 1 & 2 June is a two-day 
course for Level 2, and 3 June a one-day course for Level 3. 
Book for these on-line: http://bit.ly/BrentSummerHT2016

Huge support for new Superhighways
The last newsletter highlighted the consultations on the 
East-West Superhighway (CS 3) extension via the Westway 
and CS 11 via Regent’s Park, Avenue Road and Swiss 
Cottage. These promise to bring decent radial routes into 
Central London from the north and west, of use to Brent 
cyclists. Thanks to the many of you who wrote in to TfL 
supporting these schemes and making comments on them. 
We have learned that the Westway scheme was supported by 
71% of respondents, and CS 11 by 65% of respondents. The 
latter was (and continues to be) the subject of an intense 
campaign by opponents, causing us to take part in a 
demonstration in support of it, around the park, in March. 
LCC is expecting Sadiq Khan to implement these plans 
now, and has already written to him urging him to do so.

Transport for London visualisation of new cycle tracks and 
bus-only road at Swiss Cottage, part of the CS 11 scheme  

Disgraceful Westminster blocks 
Carlton Vale route over parking
We hear that the reason the semi-segregated route along 
Carlton Vale, also known as Bradley Wiggins Way, has not 
yet gone to consultation, despite plans having been drawn 
up a over year ago, is that Westminster Council controls part 
of the road where changes are required, on the south side of 
Premier Corner, and they are refusing permission because 
one or two parking spaces would be lost. We consider this a 
disgrace: Westminster put the right of a couple of people to 
park on the highway above the right of thousands of people, 
including schoolchildren from both Brent and Westminster, 
to have a safe, well-designed cycle route. If you live in that 
part of Brent, you might consider writing to Westminster 
councillors for Queens Park or Harrow Road wards asking 
them to use their influence to unblock our cycle route.

Forthcoming events
Wed 1 June: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm Atrium of the 
Clayton Crown Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Wed 15 June: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 7.30pm 60 
Longley Road HA1 4TH (Confirm first)
Sat 25 June: Ride to Ruislip Lido Meet Roundwood Park 
café 11:00am or Harrow-on-the-Hill Station (Station 
Approach) 11:45 for an easy 20 mile ride round. See the 
miniature railway and lunch at The Water’s Edge pub.
Wed 6 July: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley
Sat 23 July: South Kilburn Festival 12–5pm Paddington 
Recreation Ground. Brent Cyclists will have a stall.
Sat 30 July: RideLondon FreeCycle Feeder rides to the 
closed circuit in Central London start 10.00am from Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley, and 9:00am  
from Harrow-on-the-Hill Station (Station Approach). 
Wed 20 July: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 7.30pm as above
Wed 3 Aug: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm Atrium of the 
Clayton Crown Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Wed 17 Aug: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 7.30pm as above
Sun 21 August: Hertfordshire and the Lea Ride Get the 
train to Harpenden from West Hampstead 10:44, 
Cricklewood 10:47, Hendon 10:50 or Mill Hill Broadway 
10:54. Meet outside Harpenden Station 11:20 for a ride via 
Welwyn Garden City, Hertford (lunch stop), Ware and the 
Lea Valley Country Park. Return by train from Waltham 
Cross to Liverpool street. Mainly off-road.

Brent and Harrow Cyclists Contacts
Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator and newsletter editor: 
David Arditti, 94 Stag Lane, Edgware HA8 5LW, phone 
07866 456390, coordinator@brentcyclists.org.uk
Harrow Cyclists co-ordinator: Tony Levene, 60 Longley 
Road, Harrow HA1 4TH, phone 07828 580931, 
tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk

Marshals are needed for the FreeCycle feeder rides on 30 
July, particularly starting from Harrow. If you are an 
experienced rider who could help, please contact Tony.

http://bit.ly/BrentSummerHT2016

