
  

In May 2016, London elects its next Mayor.
LCC has just launched its biggest 
campaign yet, Sign for Cycling. 
London currently stands at a crossroads. 
Population levels are rising, our streets 
and public transport are getting busier, and
our air is dangerously polluted. The only 
way forward is to get more people out of 
their vehicles and into cycling and walking. 
To do this, they must create more space 
for cycling, encourage more local journeys 
to be made by bike, and tackle lorry 
danger. 
You can tell the Mayoral candidates that 
you want a city that is greener, healthier 
and easier to get about. Imagine a better 
London. Please Sign the petition today at: 
www.signforcycling.org 

We will be working hard to ensure that 
people in Waltham Forest support the 
campaign. If you want to get involved to 
help spread the message for example, by 
helping us flyer, tag bikes, or collect 
petition signatures, please contact us at 
contact@wfcycling.org.uk. You can also 
find out more about supporting the 
campaign on LCC's website under 

campaigns.

History of Cycling in Waltham Forest

By Paul Gasson

Waltham Forest has had a long 
association with the bicycle, with the 
inventor of the safety bicycle John Kemp 
Starley, being born in Church Lane in 
Walthamstow in 1854.
In 1885 Starley made history when he 
produced the Rover Safety Bicycle a rear-
wheel-drive, chain driven cycle with two 
similar-sized wheels, making it more stable
than the previous high wheeler designs. 
Cycling magazine said the Rover had ‘set 
the pattern to the world’ and the phrase 
was used in their advertising for many 
years.

J. K. Starley & Co. Ltd advertisement

In 1889 the company became J. K. Starley
& Co. Ltd and in the late 1890s, it had 
become the Rover Cycle Company Ltd.
John Starley died suddenly in 1901 and 
was succeeded as managing director of 
the firm by Harry Smyth. Soon after his 
death the Rover company began building 
motorcycles and then cars.
The iconic Ancient House in the heart of 
Walthamstow Village is a 15th century ‘hall’
house;  in the 19th century shop fronts 
were added, and for many years it was 
used as a cycle shop and tearooms.
Master frame-builder H R (Dick) Morris 
was born in Walthamstow in 1912. In the 
1920s he worked for cycle builder Fred 
Saunders at 28 Orford Road, and when 
this business closed down in 1953 he 
started a frame building and cycle works 
shop at the same address which ran until 
1985.
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Annual Meeting

Our Annual Meeting is on the 22nd of 
March at the Hornbeam Café at 8pm.
Firstly if you have any motions for the 
meeting then please get them to me 
(David@wfcycling.org.uk) at least 7 days 
prior to the meeting to ensure that they are
added to the agenda.

We will also have the elections for the 
officer positions.  The positions are as 
follows.
Coordinator - The coordinator liaises 
between the London Cycle Campaign and 
Waltham Forest Cycle Campaign.  The 
coordinator sets the agenda for the 
monthly meeting and coordinates the 
campaigns that the group undertakes, 
responds to emails to on the WFCC email 
account and writes the borough insert 
(need to be a LCC member).
Chair - Chairs the monthly meeting.
Treasurer - Manages the groups bank 
account and proposes the budget for the 
year.
Secretary - Takes minutes at monthly 
meeting and posts them on the website.
Council Liaison - Liaises with the council, 
both elected councillors and engineers.  
Attends stakeholder meetings.  Liaises 
between the monthly meeting and council 
around issues that effect cycling provision 
in the borough.
Ride Leader - organises the monthly rides,
leads the rides.
Representative for Waltham Forest 
Voluntary Action - Attends WFVA 
quarterly meetings.
All the roles can be undertaken as a job 
share.

If you are interested in standing for any of 
the posts it would be useful if you could let 
me know before the meeting next month, 
however you can also come to the meeting
and propose yourself for a post.
Hope to see you on the 22nd of March. 

Newcomers Ride

The Walthamstow Family Bike Club is 
launching its 'Newcomers Ride' which take 
place on the 3rd Sunday every month from
March to October.
It is intended for those new to cycling, 
including families with young children, and 
will especially appeal to those who don't 
have the stamina or confidence for our 
longer excursions on the 2nd Sunday each
month.

We'll ride around the quiet streets in 
Walthamstow Village, and depending on 
the participants may cover as much as 5 
miles (but it is likely to be considerably 
less). Before we set off we'll do a quick 
check on all bikes to ensure they are 
roadworthy.

We meet at 2pm in Walthamstow Village 
Square at the junction of Eden Road and 
Orford Road. We finish at the Square 
around 3.30pm.
More information can be found on 
Walthamstow Family Bike Club website.

For information on all the other rides in the 
borough please see wfcycling website.

If you want any more information about 
cycling in the borough then drop me an 
email at David@wfcycling.org.uk

Happy Cycling
David Hamilton
WFCC Coordinator
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/WFcycling
Twitter
@wfcycling
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