
Kensington and Chelsea Cyclists  
 

 News from the Borough 
 

 

If this insert looks a bit like the last one, it’s because depressingly little has changed in 

Kensington and Chelsea. London is being transformed for the better by some ambitious 

schemes. Sadly none are on our patch! We need to keep the pressure up on local decision-

makers to up their game. 
 

As part of this, we will be participating in LCC’s London-wide Sign for Cycling campaign 

ahead of the Mayoral and Assembly elections in May. Please sign up. 
 

Below are some highlights (or perhaps lowlights) from our current campaign. But there are 

many more things we could be doing as a borough group, so please get in touch if you have 

ideas and energy. 
 

Martin Carr – K&C Cyclists Coordinator 

 

Sign for Cycling 
 

In May 2016, London elects its next Mayor. LCC has just 

launched its biggest campaign yet, Sign for Cycling. We want 

London’s next Mayor to make cycling safe and enjoyable for 

everyone. He or she must create more space for cycling, 

encourage more local journeys to be made by bike, and tackle 

lorry danger. 
 

You can tell the Mayoral candidates that you want a city that is greener, healthier and easier 

to get about. Please sign the petition today: www.signforcycling.org 
 

Get Involved - We will be working hard to ensure that people in K&C support the campaign. If 

you want to get involved to help spread the message for example, by helping us flyer, tag 

bikes, or collect petition signatures, please contact us: kensingtonandchelsea@lcc.org.uk 

You can also find out more about supporting the campaign here: http://bit.ly/ChampionLCC 

 

A Superhighway for Kensington and Chelsea? 
 

Darren Johnson AM visited the borough in 

September, and we took a ride down 

Kensington High Street to see the many 

benefits a segregated Superhighway (CS9) on 

that route would provide. Not only is it a key 

E-W corridor, it also connects to many of the 

new Quietway routes being developed. We 

were joined on the ride by representatives 

from our neighbouring borough of H&F, and 

Cllr Robert Thompson, the Labour 

spokesperson for transport in K&C. As the 

Council continues to oppose the route, it may be that the new Mayor will need to use his 

or her power to put it under TfL control, as part of its strategic network. In the meantime, 

we are continuing to make the case for this route to the borough authorities. 

http://cdn.alexinthecities.co.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/KHS-final-looking-east-watermarked.jpg
http://lcc.org.uk/?ref=logo
https://dub128.mail.live.com/ol/
https://dub128.mail.live.com/ol/


Slow Down! 
 

The march of the 20mph borough seems unstoppable, and a positive 

recent development is the approval of new 20mph zones in 

Conservative-controlled Wandsworth, our neighbour over the river. 

Sadly, Kensington and Chelsea Council remains unconvinced; the 

only street in the borough to have a 20mph limit currently is 

Exhibition Road (see overleaf). K&C Cyclists continues to work with our supporters to 

convince the Council that, with proper enforcement and complementary measures, 20mph 

zones will bring safer streets and, ultimately, save lives. 

 

Quietways? The Clue’s in the Name 
 

The Quietway programme seeks to create a network of safe routes on quieter backstreets 

where segregation may not always be necessary. Quietways can be created through filtering 

through traffic, restricting speed, and introducing new protected cycling facilities where they 

do need to cross or interact with busier streets. 
 

We’re not impressed with K&C’s current proposals, which mainly consist of bike logos on 

the carriageway for wayfinding. These will not have the desired effect of enabling new or 

inexperienced cyclists to take to two wheels. The network of routes needs to be denser, 

and traffic calming or filtering needs to be the norm rather than the exception. 

 

Exhibition Road 
 

On the boundary with Westminster, Exhibition Rd is a classic example of a Quietway done 

badly. The current proposals leave the street unaffected. We want to see it closed at one 
end to allow access only, rather than through-traffic. We are contacting the Museums to try 

to create momentum for this route to be a place for people, rather than a rat-run. 

 

Kensington Gardens 
 

We were contacted by several cyclists about the closure of Mount Walk for the installation 

of new measures to reduce conflict between cyclists and pedestrians on this shared route. 

We were not consulted by Royal Parks about their plans, and reserve judgment about the 

outcome until we see the new-style route. The obvious point is perhaps that if we had 

proper protected cycle routes adjacent to the park, there would be less conflict here. 
 

K&C Cyclists needs You! 
 

Despite having almost 200 members, we have very few active campaigners 

in the group. If you could offer any support, from maintaining our online 

presence, to writing to policy makers in the borough, please get in touch. 

The more voices we have, the more we will be heard. 
 

Our next borough group meeting will be in the spring – details will be made 

available nearer the time on the LCC website and via email. 

 

Contact Us 
 

We’d love to hear more from cyclists in our area about the issues and concerns you have – 

email kensingtonandchelsea@lcc.org.uk 
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