
Sign for Cycling campaign
We are in a critical period for the future of cycling in 
London. The current mayor has started building proper 
cycle infrastructure in the centre (see the report on our  
November Superhighway ride), and there are plans and 
consultations out for decent facilities extending towards us 
through Zone 2, as we report below. But there has been a 
signal failure so far to invest in cycling in Outer London, 
the boroughs mostly continuing to run their local roads with 
a ‘business as usual’ approach that largely ignores cycling as 
a legitimate mode of transport. The next mayor could build 
on the progress towards making London a ‘city fit for 
cycling’, and could accelerate developments in the outer 
boroughs, taking control of more of the infrastructure and 
providing more funding and a stronger lead for the councils, 
or they could go 
backwards. It is 
our job to ensure 
the candidates for 
mayor and the 
GLA get the 
message in 
advance of the 
election on 5 
May about the 
transformation of 
our roads that so 
many Londoners 
wish to see.

The LCC campaign for the election is called Sign for 
Cycling. The demands are:

1. More safe space for Cycling on main roads and at 
junctions

2.  A mini-holland in every borough

3. An end to Lorry Danger on London’s roads with 
smarter, safer lorries.

Please Sign the petition today at: www.signforcycling.org 

We will be working hard to ensure that people in Brent and 
Harrow support the campaign. If you want to get involved 
to help spread the message for example, by helping us flyer, 
tag bikes, or collect petition signatures, please contact us 
(contact details at the end of this Newsletter) or come to a 
meeting. You can also find out more about supporting the 
campaign here: http://bit.ly/ChampionLCC 

Harrow Cyclists lobby the town hall
On 11 February Harrow Cyclists’ Secretary Anoop Shah led 
a deputation of members to the council’s Traffic and Road 
Safety Advisory Panel, a group of councillors that meets 
regularly, to complain about the treatment of cyclists in 
recent schemes and the general lack of investment in 
cycling in Harrow. The main issues that Anoop’s speech 
focused on were plans for Station Road, and the removal of 
advisory cycle lanes in Eastcote Lane.

The Station Road scheme is an attempt to link the cycle 
route on Elmgrove Road (that goes through the culvert 
under the railway) with the town centre by converting the 
Eastern Parade service road (by the restaurants) into a two-
way cycle track with parking bays outside it. This seems fair 
enough, except that it cannot be continued far enough south 
to actually link with the southern part of Station Road, 
beyond the St John’s church junction, without introducing a 
messy bit of shared-use footway by Greenhill House. The 
facility would put northbound cyclists on the wrong side of 
the road, so they probably wouldn’t use it, as it would 
involve two crossings, while the current northbound bus 
lane will be removed. It depends on conflict-prone sharing 
with pedestrians on pavement and at crossings, and is only 
200m long anyway: not a very good facility, while the 
adjacent carriageway is five lanes wide. While the intentions 
are good, the approach seems to be wrong here: fitting 
cycling in round the margins again. Harrow Cyclists 
demand a continuous, consistent cycle track along the A409 
all the way from Northwick Park roundabout to Wealdstone.

In Eastcote Lane, the road is being widened to create inset 
parking bays, but the current (poor) advisory cycle lanes 
outside parking are being replaced with nothing but on-
carriageway cycle symbols. On a busy road, this is no way 
to create an environment that will be inviting for all ages 
and all abilities to cycle in. Harrow Cyclists’ proposal for 
conversion of part of the verge into a cycle track was 
rejected by officers as too costly and difficult.

The Panel chairman Cllr. Barry Kendler replied to Anoop, 
mentioning that he used to cycle in Central London. He 
made the point that Harrow is highly reliant on funding for 
schemes from Transport for London, and the amounts 
provided at the moment were not remotely sufficient to 
duplicate something like the proper Cycle Superhighways 
currently being built in the centre. He hoped that the new 
Harrow Cycle Strategy would allow Harrow to extract more 
funding for cycle schemes from the next mayor, but the 
current schemes were not primarily about cycling.
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‘New Superhighway Ride’ was a 
2015 highlight
Our most successful ride of last year was in fact the coldest. 
On 22 November Brent Cyclists co-ordinator David Arditti 
led a ride from Kingsbury via Queens Park to south of the 
river and back by a route which took in as much new and 
proposed cycle infrastructure as possible. We looked at 
proposals for cycle tracks on Carlton Vale on-site, then 
proceeded to Hyde Park, had lunch near Victoria, cycled the 
new CS 5 across Vauxhall Bridge to Oval, then turned on to 
CS 7 to Elephant & Castle, and then north on the new CS 6 
to Blackfriars. This was in construction and could only be 
partly used, similarly the East-West Superhighway from 
Blackfriars to Westminster on the Embankment. However, it 
was still enjoyable to use the completed parts of this truly 
high-quality cycle infrastructure. From Parliament Square 
we headed north to try the expanded Bloomsbury E-W cycle 
route in Camden, being finished at that moment, and then 
we went to Pancras Road to see Camden’s latest raised 
carriageway cycle tracks, which connected with the Royal 
College Street tracks and the route home via Swiss Cottage.

Though there are still bad gaps between some of these 
routes, and poorer-quality sections, the ride showed that a 
decent network is now emerging in Central London. If the 
consultations mentioned below go well, we should have 
even more network by the end of 2016, when we’ll do a 
similar ride again. In the meantime, we have a Quietway 
Ride on 12 March and a Mini-holland Ride on 3 April.

Rash of consultations on new routes 
in nearby boroughs: support vital
The impending elections mean many consultations being 
rushed out in advance of them. These include some very 
important cycling schemes to Brent and Harrow cyclists. 
Though outside our boroughs, they will form useful routes 
for those who cycle to the centre, and also set a pattern for 
when proper cycle routes do at last reach Brent and Harrow. 
Though we will respond on behalf of members, it is very 
important that you all also respond to support them 
individually, as there is heavy opposition to them.

Most important is the extension to the East-West Cycle 
Superhighway on the Westway. This comes within half a 
mile of the Brent border. It will be completely segregated 
and have a high barrier between it and the motor lanes to 
keep noise and pollution down. Though it seems difficult to 
access it seems like our only chance of getting a decent 
Superhighway in West London in the near future. We ideally 
need easy access from the north at Wood Lane, Ladbroke 
Grove, Great Western Road and Westbourne Terrace Road. 
Please respond at http://tinyurl.com/hnhmdl4 by 20 March.

Also out is the consultation on the inner part of Cycle 
Superhighway 11 from Swiss Cottage to Portland Place. 
This involves timed closure of motor access to Regent’s 
Park Outer Circle at Avenue Road, York Gate and Park 
Crescent. Please respond, supporting, and calling for the 
road closures to be full-time, here http://tinyurl.com/zcz7znl

The North-South Cycle Superhighway (CS6) will be 
extended to Judd Street (St Pancras) via minor roads. This 
looks like a poor proposal compared to the high-quality first 
phase of CS6. We’d prefer to see an extension on main 
roads in a similar style. http://tinyurl.com/kpgf3rw

Also in Camden, there are two good-looking borough 
consultations that need support: one for cycle tracks on 
Midland Road, linking across Euston Road to Judd Street 
(http://tinyurl.com/zn8bjqc), and one to transform 
Brunswick Square, Bloomsbury in favour of cycling and 
walking (http://tinyurl.com/jkz2wrv). Respond by 20 March

Forthcoming events
Wed 2 March: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley
Sat 12 March: Quietway Ride Meet 11:00am Gladstone 
Park railway bridge (foot of Parkside) to ride the route of 
Quietway 3 to Regent’s Park. Easy ride, 10 miles.
Wed 23 March: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 7.30pm 60 
Longley Road HA1 4TH (Confirm first)
Wed 6 April: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm Atrium of 
the Clayton Crown Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Sun 3 April: Mini-Holland Ride Meet 11:00am Wembley 
Park Station to get a train to Aldgate. From there we’ll cycle 
to Walthamstow mini-Holland. Cycle or train return options.
Wed 27 April: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 7.30pm as above
Wed 11 May: Brent Cyclists Annual Meeting 7:00pm 
Yellow Pavilion, Olympic Way (by the Civic Centre).
Sat 22 May: Wandle Valley Ride Meet 11:00am 
Roundwood Park café for a ride on NCN 20, mostly traffic-
free from Wandsworth to Croydon. Return by Thameslink 
line train. Suitable for all, 25 miles easy pace.
Wed 25 May: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 7.30pm as above

Brent and Harrow Cyclists Contacts
Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator and newsletter editor: 
David Arditti, 94 Stag Lane, Edgware HA8 5LW, phone 
07866 456390, coordinator@brentcyclists.org.uk
Harrow Cyclists co-ordinator: Tony Levene, 60 Longley 
Road, Harrow HA1 4TH, phone 07828 580931, 
tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk
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