
 

Westminster Cycling Campaign 

Annual Meeting 
7:00pm on Monday 8 April 2013 

Cleveland Arms, 28 Chilworth Street, W2 6DT 
 

Minutes 
 

1. Introductions and cycling experiences 
 

The following members attended: 

 Philip Benstead 

 Dave Cripps 

 Mary Enright 

 Dominic Fee 

 Sara French 

 Rupert Gardner 

 Colin Wing 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
 

No apologies for absence were received. 
 

3. Declarations of interests 
 

The following members declared interests which could be prejudicial to their 
involvement in Westminster Cycling Campaign: 

 Philip Benstead, Sara French and Rupert Gardner declared their 
employment as cycling instructors and Dr Bike mechanics. They will 
not participate in decision making on funding events at which they 
would receive payment as cycling instructors or Dr Bike mechanics. 

 Dominic Fee declared his employment at Arup as a transport planner 
and highway engineer. He will declare and not participate in decision 
making on projects in which he has been involved through his 
employment at Arup. 

 
4. Minutes of Annual Meeting 2012 

 
The minutes of last year’s Annual Meeting were agreed by members without 
objections. 
 
Colin Wing noted that at last year’s Annual Meeting Dominic Fee had 
discussed Crossrail’s policy on the carriage of non-folding cycles into its deep 
bored tunnel section. Colin Wing asked if the ban on non-folding cycles from 
Acton Main Line Station into Paddington Station was still proposed, and 
Dominic Fee replied that he would investigate it again. 



 
5. Chair / Borough Coordinator’s Report 

 
Colin Wing expressed his sadness about today’s cyclist fatality on Victoria 
Street and made his report to members: 
 
Westminster Cycling Campaign is the local group of the London Cycling 
Campaign. We work alongside CTC, Westminster City Council, the Royal 
Parks and Transport for London to improve conditions for cycling in the City of 
Westminster and to increase cycle use. 
 
Our relationship with Westminster Council has continued to improve in the 
past year, though there is still less contact, formal or informal, than we might 
wish. Opportunities for contact have included the Harrow Road crossing 
group, investigation of a Bradley Wiggins Way and the recent Environment 
Policy and Scrutiny Committee. Westminster is currently writing a cycling 
strategy, which we are likely to see in draft in the next few weeks. 
 
The big events for London in the past year were of course the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. Although the Games meant that no Cycle Superhighways 
were opened in 2012, the Royal Parks were busy with the Games and the 
closure of the Mall was very disruptive for many cyclists, the general reduction 
of traffic was very welcome. We are expecting CSH 5 along the Vauxhall 
Bridge Road to be opened and CSH 9 from Kensington and CSH 11 from the 
Finchley Road to be designed this year. 
 
The Mayor of London's recently published Vision for Cycling in London 
contains a number of items of interest to Westminster cyclists. Although not 
everyone might fancy cycling along the elevated section of Westway, the 
east-west route does provide an alternative to the canal for commuters. And it 
runs through a number of locations that have been on our hit-list for a number 
of years, namely Lancaster Gate, Buckingham Palace, Parliament Square 
and the Victoria Embankment. The central London grid and the Quietways are 
also useful concepts. We were pleased to hear that Westminster has 
responded positively to the Mayor's Vision and will reflect it in its own cycling 
strategy. 
 
The LCC's two main campaigns have had ramifications in Westminster. As 
well as a mass ride, the Go Dutch campaign resulted in TfL's unsatisfactory 
plans for the Lambeth Bridge roundabout being sent back to the drawing 
board. It also attempted to put Parliament Square back on the authorities' 
agenda. Although we had a largely unproductive meeting with Westminster's 
transport commissioner, Westminster's newly formed Living Streets group is 
also likely to campaign for a scheme. 
 
The other LCC campaign was to urge authorities to pledge to fit their lorries 
with suitable warning devices and mirrors and to give their drivers appropriate 
training. Although Westminster has so far avoided giving a pledge, we have 
received a more positive response than we might have expected. We are 



holding an 'Exchanging Places' event in Regent's Park later this week in 
connection with this campaign. 
 
Last year I reported that preparations were being made to allow two-way 
cycling along Delamere Terrace, which currently blocks eastbound cyclists 
following the canal. I am sorry to report that this is still the case: officers have 
been asked to write a further report on the scheme. We were sorry to hear 
that Westminster failed to gain funding for contraflow cycling in Blomfield 
Road, where there is a similar problem; but it succeeded in getting funded for 
a scheme at Black Lion Gate, at the north end of Kensington Gardens' Broad 
Walk. Finally a new crossing of the Harrow Road has been built between St 
Mary's Square and Hermitage Street. There will be an opening ceremony on 
4th May. We are pushing for improved links to/from this crossing, in particular 
through St Mary's churchyard. 
 
The Royal Parks have continued to run their popular series of Dr Bike 
sessions in June and September and the Campaign will shortly be holding its 
own session on Marylebone Station. 
 
Campaign members led 13 rides between April 2012 and March 2013 in 
conjunction with Central London CTC. These attracted about 104 participants. 
This is the same number of rides as last year but a lower number of 
participants: the recent winter's terrible weather was certainly a factor.  
I would like to thank our Treasurer, Secretary and (until now unofficial) Events 
Organizer for their work during the past year. 

 
6. Treasurer's report 

 
Rupert Gardner made his report to members based on figures submitted to 
London Cycling Campaign for the period April 2012 to March 2013: 

 Opening balance at the start of 2012/13 was £849.56. 

 Income during 2012/13 was £1.56 of interest payments. We had 
agreed with London Cycling Campaign that we would forego our grant 
for 2012/13 because we manage our expenditure carefully and in the 
past we had not always spend our grant. 

 Expenditure during 2012/13 was £383.40, primarily on room hire and 
on Dr Bike events including cycle spare parts. 

 Closing balance at the end of 2012/13 is £467.67. 

 We have a good case for receiving our grant of £280.07 for 2013/14, in 
order to fund next week’s Dr Bike event at Marylebone Station which 
will cost us £269. If it is successful we will approach Chiltern Railways 
for funding for this trial event or for repeating it in future. 

 Figures from London Cycling Campaign show that the number of 
Westminster Cycling Campaign members is 269. 

 Our Nationwide bank account is now closed and we have completed 
the transfer of our bank account to Unity Trust Bank. 

 



7. Management Committee elections 2013/14 
 

The following elections to the Management Committee for the one year period 
2013/14 were made by ballot: 

 Chair / Borough Coordinator: Colin Wing 

 Treasurer: Rupert Gardner 

 Secretary: Dominic Fee 

 Events Organizer: Philip Benstead 
 

8. Relationship with Westminster City Council 
 

Dominic Fee discussed the presentation he gave at Westminster City 
Council’s Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee meeting on 20 March 
2013, which was chaired by Councillor Brian Connell. Other members asked if 
the minutes of the committee meeting had been published and asked if the 
cyclist killed or seriously injured (KSI) accident map could be emailed to them. 
Dominic Fee agreed that he would investigate. 
 
Dominic Fee suggested inviting Councillor Connell to a future event, possibly 
in Hyde Park or Kensington Gardens which are near to his Bayswater ward. 
Colin Wing said that Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Angela Harvey 
Cycling Champion, Councillor Margaret Doyle had been invited to Friday’s 
Exchanging Places and Dr Bike event in Regent’s Park. 
 
Post-meeting note: 
 
The minutes of the Westminster City Council’s Environment Policy and 
Scrutiny Committee meeting on 20 March 2013 have been published here: 
http://transact.westminster.gov.uk/CSU/Policy_and_Scrutiny_Committees/Cur
rent_P_and_S_Committees/Environment/2013/25%20April%202013/Item%20
3%20Minutes%2014%20March%202013.docx 
 
Westminster City Council’s draft Cycling Strategy reflects some of the points 
made by Dominic Fee and includes the cyclist killed or seriously injured (KSI) 
accident map in Appendix 8 on page 88: 
http://transact.westminster.gov.uk/CSU/Policy_and_Scrutiny_Committees/Cur
rent_P_and_S_Committees/Environment/2013/25%20April%202013/Item%20
6%20App%203%20DRAFT%20Westminster%20Cycling%20Strategy%20201
3%20v5%20for%20committee.pdf 

 
9. Relationship with London Cycling Campaign 

 
Colin Wing had described the LCC’s main campaigns in his report to 
members. Dave Cripps said he had attended the LCC AGM for the first time 
this year to hear speeches by candidates and vote in the trustee elections. He 
recommended the LCC AGM to members. He asked if members thought that 
LCC should be a bottom up or top down organisation, and Colin Wing 
suggested that it probably works best as a combination of both at the same 
time. 
 

http://transact.westminster.gov.uk/CSU/Policy_and_Scrutiny_Committees/Current_P_and_S_Committees/Environment/2013/25%20April%202013/Item%203%20Minutes%2014%20March%202013.docx
http://transact.westminster.gov.uk/CSU/Policy_and_Scrutiny_Committees/Current_P_and_S_Committees/Environment/2013/25%20April%202013/Item%203%20Minutes%2014%20March%202013.docx
http://transact.westminster.gov.uk/CSU/Policy_and_Scrutiny_Committees/Current_P_and_S_Committees/Environment/2013/25%20April%202013/Item%203%20Minutes%2014%20March%202013.docx
http://transact.westminster.gov.uk/CSU/Policy_and_Scrutiny_Committees/Current_P_and_S_Committees/Environment/2013/25%20April%202013/Item%206%20App%203%20DRAFT%20Westminster%20Cycling%20Strategy%202013%20v5%20for%20committee.pdf
http://transact.westminster.gov.uk/CSU/Policy_and_Scrutiny_Committees/Current_P_and_S_Committees/Environment/2013/25%20April%202013/Item%206%20App%203%20DRAFT%20Westminster%20Cycling%20Strategy%202013%20v5%20for%20committee.pdf
http://transact.westminster.gov.uk/CSU/Policy_and_Scrutiny_Committees/Current_P_and_S_Committees/Environment/2013/25%20April%202013/Item%206%20App%203%20DRAFT%20Westminster%20Cycling%20Strategy%202013%20v5%20for%20committee.pdf
http://transact.westminster.gov.uk/CSU/Policy_and_Scrutiny_Committees/Current_P_and_S_Committees/Environment/2013/25%20April%202013/Item%206%20App%203%20DRAFT%20Westminster%20Cycling%20Strategy%202013%20v5%20for%20committee.pdf


It was agreed by members that they support the majority of what LCC does. 
 
Dominic Fee expressed his regret that the Westminster Cycling Campaign 
Annual Meeting clashed with an LCC policy forum seminar hosted nearby at 
the University of Westminster, with speakers including the Mayor’s Cycling 
Commissioner Andrew Gilligan, Cyclists in the City blogger Danny Williams, 
and LCC Trustee and University of Westminster academic Dr Rachel Aldred. 
He expressed his disappointment that because LCC failed to use the events 
calendar on its own website, the clash was not identified earlier. However it 
may not have been possible to resolve the clash anyway because presumably 
LCC had to plan around Andrew Gilligan’s availability, and we needed to give 
the necessary two weeks’ notice of our Annual Meeting and not contradict the 
details already printed in London Cyclist magazine. 
 
Dominic Fee suggested that closer involvement and coordination with LCC 
HQ would be beneficial in future, and suggested arranging a meeting with 
LCC Trustee Rachel Aldred, who has a link to our borough through her work 
at University of Westminster. Mary Enright and Colin Wing agree that this was 
a good idea. Colin Wing stated that the LCC Trustees had an objective to get 
involved with local groups, and he said that he would contact Rachel Aldred 
regarding a meeting. 

 
10. Routes 

 
Colin Wing had described proposed routes in his report to members, including 
Cycle Superhighways and routes linking to the canal and Royal Parks. Sara 
French said that the Quietway routes concept in the Mayor’s Vision for 
Cycling in London were great. She said that a lot of new cyclists start by 
cycling on the same major roads that they have previously driven on, and get 
put off by the heavy traffic. Dominic Fee mentioned the Jubilee Line Quietway 
which was already being discussed by LCC’s Brent group, and Colin Wing 
suggested that there were already designated London Cycling Network routes 
mirroring much of the Jubilee line in Westminster. 

 
11. Events and rides 

 
Philip Benstead reported to members about forthcoming events and rides: 

 Exchanging Places & Dr Bike in Regent's Park Broad Walk on Fri 12 
Apr 2013 at 04:30-07:00pm 

 Dr Bike at Marylebone Station on Thurs 18 Apr 2013 at 04:30-07:30pm 

 Official opening of the Harrow Road crossings on Sat 04 May 2013 at 
12:00pm 

 
He explained that he was organising Dr Bike events on behalf of the Royal 
Parks Agency during Bike Week in June 2013 and in September 2013. He 
also said that he had been forced to cancel a couple of rides due to illness but 
intended to run them again in future. 
 
Dominic Fee and Colin Wing said they would assist with leaflets and signage 
for the Marylebone Station and Regent’s Park events. Philip Benstead 



reminded members that Dr Bike offers free cycle safety checks and cannot 
commit to offering cycle repairs. Dominic Fee asked Colin Wing if they should 
produce leaflets advertising Westminster Cycling Campaign, and Colin Wing 
replied that we should ask people to join LCC as the first step, and invite them 
to the local group as a second step. 
 
Colin Wing mentioned the London Green Fair (formerly the Camden Green 
Fair) which is normally held every summer in Regent’s Park. Philip Benstead 
replied that the fair had been cancelled this year. 
 
Dominic Fee noted that we had contact with the neighbouring LCC 
Kensington & Chelsea local group and would hopefully meet members of the 
LCC Camden local group at the Regent’s Park event. He asked whether we 
should consider a Dr Bike event bordering the City of London to link up with 
LCC members from the City of London, such as Danny Williams of the 
Cyclists in the City blog. Rupert Gardner noted that it was difficult to think of 
any suitable, busy locations to host a Dr Bike event on the City of 
Westminster / City of London border. Colin Wing suggested that we should 
see how the planned Regent’s Park and Marylebone Station Dr Bike events 
go, before considering further Dr Bike events funded by our group. 

 
12. Kensington & Chelsea 

 
Colin Wing described that Stefan Piatek was now the LCC borough contact 
for the Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea and his group continued to 
meet bi-monthly at Imperial College. Colin Wing said that it was not formally 
recognised or funded as an LCC borough group, and that the group appeared 
to receive adequate funding from Imperial College. 

 
13. Any other business 

 
Dominic Fee noted that many other LCC local groups met monthly, and said 
he was concerned that in order to cover the all the issues that arose, our bi-
monthly meetings risked become too long or too intense. He asked members 
whether we should consider meeting monthly. Members replied that they 
would prefer to continue with bi-monthly meetings. Sara French suggested 
that we try harder to keep meetings ‘on topic’ and hence shorter, and 
suggested that we could meet more frequently for rides and events, rather 
than conventional meetings. 

 
14. Date of next campaign meeting 

 
7:00pm on Monday 10 June 2013 
Cleveland Arms, 28 Chilworth Street, W2 6DT 

 


