
Westminster Cycling Campaign 

Minutes of Annual Meeting 

Monday 11th June 2012 

 

Present: 

Philip Benstead 

Dave Cripps 

Dominic Fee 

Rupert Gardner 

Colin Wing 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Sara French 

Helen Jones 

Philip Loy 

Janet Sproule 

 

2. Minutes of 2012 AGM 

These were agreed. Agewell on Wheels had not run a scheme in Westminster in 2011, perhaps 

showing the limitations of targeted projects. 

3. Chairman’s Report 

Since the election of Philippa Roe as leader of Westminster Council, the campaign had a closer 

relationship with the council. The LCC has already had two meetings with the cabinet member for 

transport, who expected to produce a cycling strategy towards the end of the summer and to take 

more immediate steps to remove some minor restrictions on cycling.  Cyclists were also invited to 

nominate streets for resurfacing. In addition, the group welcomed the support of Margaret Doyle 

as the member responsible for clear air and cycling.  

Because of the Olympics, no Cycle Superhighways were being opened in Westminster in 2012. 

But three were expected to open in 2013.  

There were only two current schemes for Westminster's roads: one to allow two-way cycling along 

Delamere Terrace and a new crossing of the Harrow Road between St Mary's Square and 

Hermitage Street. There were still a number of frustrating restrictions for cyclists in the Piccadilly 

two-way scheme, which the group was hoping would be reviewed. 

The Royal Parks had continued to run their popular series of Dr Bike sessions in June and 

September, which they expected to repeat in 2012. 

Campaign members led 13 rides between April 2011 and March 2012 in conjunction with Central 

London CTC. These attracted about 144 participants. The group was considering whether later 

starts would attract more riders. 

The group had been very sorry to hear of the death of Hans Norton, who had been an active and 

enthusiastic member of the Westminster group for many years.  

The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for his work during the past year.  



4. Treasurer’s Report 

RG informed the meeting that the group’s accounts for the period April 2011- March 2012, as 

submitted to LCC, were as follows: 

Opening Balance £662.86 

Income £284.97 

Expenditure £98.27 

Closing Balance £849.56 

An 8% fall in Westminster members had caused a small drop in income. 

During the coming year, the group would transfer the remaining balance in its Nationwide account 

to the main account with Unity Bank.  It would also review the signatories for this account.  

The group welcomed applications for financial help with small projects. 

5. Election of Officers 

The following officers were elected: 

Chairman: Colin Wing 

Treasurer: Rupert Gardner 

Secretary: Dominic Fee 

6. Current Campaigns and Activities 

DF was investigating whether cyclists could be allowed to turn right form the Strand into 

Lancaster Place as part of the bus scheme currently being implemented. This was part of a larger 

project for the Strand / Aldwych area, which could have implications or opportunities for cycling. 

Group members were following the process for forming neighbourhood forums in Westminster, to 

see whether there were opportunities for advancing the cycling cause. 

7. Future Campaigns and Activities 

There was still no definitive statement whether unfolded cycles would be allowed on Crossrail in 

Central London. The necessary infrastructure would be available and the situation was quite 

similar to that on Mersey Rail, where cycles were allowed. Cyclists would resist in particular any 

restriction between Paddington and Acton and between Liverpool Street and Stratford.  

8. Kensington & Chelsea 

The meeting noted that the cycling group at Imperial College had taken over LCC representation 

in the Royal Borough. Although this might not be ideal, it was certainly better than no 

representation. 

9. Any Other Business 

Following a letter from DF, Eurostar had made their cycle policy more explicit. Folded cycles 

taken on trains as luggage had to be in a bag. 

10. Next Campaign Meeting 

Tuesday 7
th

 August 19:00.   

Near the bandstand, Kensington Gardens. 

CW 14/06/12 



Westminster Cycling Campaign 

Chairman’s Report 2012-13 

 

Westminster Cycling Campaign is the local group of the London Cycling Campaign.  We work alongside 

CTC, Westminster City Council, the Royal Parks and Transport for London to improve conditions for 

cycling in the City of Westminster and to increase cycle use.  

Our relationship with Westminster Council has continued to improve in the past year, though there is still 

less contact, formal or informal, than we might wish. Opportunities for contact have included the Harrow 

Road crossing group, investigation of a Bradley Wiggins Way and the recent Environment Policy and 

Scrutiny Committee. Westminster is currently writing a cycling strategy, which we are likely to see in 

draft in the next few weeks. 

The big events for London in the past year were of course the Olympic and Paralympic Games. Although 

the Games meant that no Cycle Superhighways were opened in 2012, the Royal Parks were busy with the 

Games and the closure of the Mall was very disruptive for many cyclists, the general reduction of traffic 

was very welcome. We are expecting CSH 5 along the Vauxhall Bridge Road to be opened and CSH 9 

from Kensington and CSH 11 from the Finchley Road to be designed this year.  

The Mayor of London's recently published Vision for Cycling in London contains a number of items of 

interest to Westminster cyclists. Although not everyone might fancy cycling along the elevated section of 

Westway, the east-west route does provide an alternative to the canal for commuters. And it runs through 

a number of locations that have been on our hit-list for a number of years, namely Lancaster Gate, 

Buckingham Palace, Parliament Square and the Victoria Embankment. The central London grid and the 

Quietways are also useful concepts. We were pleased to hear that Westminster has responded positively to 

the Mayor's Vision and will reflect it in its own cycling strategy.  

The LCC's two main campaigns have had ramifications in Westminster. As well as a mass ride, the Go 

Dutch campaign resulted in TfL's unsatisfactory plans for the Lambeth Bridge roundabout being sent back 

to the drawing board. It also attempted to put Parliament Square back on the authorities' agenda. Although 

we had a largely unproductive meeting with Westminster's transport commissioner, Westminster's newly 

formed Living Streets group is also likely to campaign for a scheme. 

The other LCC campaign was to urge authorities to pledge to fit their lorries with suitable warning 

devices and mirrors and to give their drivers appropriate training. Although Westminster has so far 

avoided giving a pledge, we have received a more positive response than we might have expected. We are 

holding an 'Exchanging Places' event in Regent's Park later this week in connection with this campaign. 

Last year I reported that preparations were being made to allow two-way cycling along Delamere Terrace, 

which currently blocks eastbound cyclists following the canal. I am sorry to report that this is still the 

case: officers have been asked to write a further report on the scheme. We were sorry to hear that 

Westminster failed to gain funding for contraflow cycling in Blomfield Road, where there is a similar 

problem; but it succeeded in getting funded for a scheme at Black Lion Gate, at the north end of 

Kensington Gardens' Broad Walk. Finally a new crossing of the Harrow Road has been built between St 

Mary's Square and Hermitage Street. There will be an opening ceremony on 4
th

 May.  We are pushing for 

improved links to/from this crossing, in particular through St Mary's churchyard. 

The Royal Parks have continued to run their popular series of Dr Bike sessions in June and September and 

the Campaign will shortly be holding its own session on Marylebone Station. 

Campaign members led 13 rides between April 2012 and March 2013 in conjunction with Central London 

CTC. These attracted about 104 participants. This is the same number of rides as last year but a lower 

number of participants: the recent winter's terrible weather was certainly a factor.  



I would like to thank our Treasurer, Secretary and (until now unofficial) Events Organizer for their work 

during the past year.  

CW 31/03/13 

 

 


