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Jamey French

A Pragmatic 

BY Christina Soto

“I ’ve been an active environmen-
talist since my early teens—I was 
actually co-chair of the first 
Earth Day in my town in 1970 

when I was 16,” says Jamey French, who took 
the reins as board chair of the Land Trust 
Alliance in February.

“I grew up in a family that cared deeply 
about conservation and the outdoors,” says 
French. “In the summer of 1975 I was an 
intern at the Society for the Protection of 
New Hampshire Forests [accredited] with 
Jane Difley. I went on to become a board 
member of the society and the chair that 
hired Jane as president 20 years ago.”

French attended the Cottonwood Gulch 
Foundation expeditions in New Mexico in 
the late ’60s and early ’70s as a camper and 
then a staff member, and one lucky August 
day met Edward Abbey, who was still 
working at Arches National Monument. 
“His book Desert Solitaire was a powerful 
influence on my teenage soul. I still re-read 
it every few years.”

French says he learned to balance his 
more radical teenage environmental ideals 
with the realities of working landscape 
conservation. “I grew up in a family that 
had depended on the working forest for 
three (now five) generations. I feel I have 
found a balance through my work in a 
wide variety of industry associations, as 
well as my land trust and other environ-
mental activities.”  

As long-time Alliance supporters and 
early conservation easement donors, French’s 
parents became early members of the 
Alliance’s National Council. “Dad was a 
great fan of Jean Hocker and in the early 
days of the Alliance felt it had a vital role 
in federal policy and tax issues, as well as 

keeping the land trust community on the 
straight and narrow. He embraced accredi-
tation early on.” 

French says that his involvement with 
several land trusts of various sizes made it 
“appropriate and important to accept the 
Alliance’s offer to join the board.”

French is enthusiastic about the 
Alliance’s new strategic plan. “I’m excited 
to help Andrew and the staff implement 
it—especially the continued government 
relations work and the relevance campaign.

“I’m hoping that my working landscape 
background (forestry and ranching) and my 
strong ties to both New England and New 
Mexico can help be a unifier for the increas-
ingly diverse land trust community. I think 

I’m a pragmatic centrist who is way keener 
on finding solutions than staking out polar-
izing positions.”

French hopes the land trust community 
can be “one of the leaders in rebuilding 
the conservation center in this country—
hunters, anglers, birders, farmers, ranchers 
and forest landowners—as well as a new 
generation of people of all ages and all 
colors who are connected to the landscape 
and realize that we have to work toward 
nonpartisan solutions to protect our land-
scape, our food supply, our air and water 
and wildlife.”

To read about several new Alliance board 
members, go to www.lta.org/newboard. •
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