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$17.2 million invested in the New York land trust community over the last 15 years
858 grants awarded to 88 different land trusts across the state, from Harlem to the Adirondacks

$19 million in local matching funds leveraged through grant-funded projects
29,680 acres protected including prime farmland, forest, wildlife habitat, and urban open spaces

New York State Conservation Partnership Program by the Numbers
15 Year Snapshot

Grant Recipients at 2017 Press Announcement Hosted by Hudson Highlands Land Trust



Adirondack Land Trust
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program provides an invaluable 
role in supporting the conservation work of 
land trusts around the State.”

Adirondack Peaks in Fall



Agricultural Stewardship 
Association
“New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program funding continues to play a pivotal 
role in facilitating our farmland conservation 
projects and will be even more critical as we 
embark on a capital campaign to implement 
our new Farmland Conservation Plan, which 
has a goal of protecting another 8,400 acres 
on 45 farms in 5 years.”

McArthur-Sauert Farm, Washington County



American Farmland Trust
“We greatly appreciate the New York State 
Conservation Partnership Program’s 
willingness to fund capacity-building 
activities for land trusts.  Investing in staff 
capacity is critical to the success of 
organizations, like American Farmland Trust, 
working to protect farmland.  However, 
support for such investments can be 
challenging to raise from other funders, 
making the support of the Conservation 
Partnership program incredibly valuable.”

Gonzales Farm, Orange County



Battenkill Conservancy
“The combination of professional standards 
& best practices imposed by the Program, 
the down to earth counseling by Alliance 
staff members who help administer the 
Program and the interconnected state wide 
partnerships it promotes has been 
instrumental in Battenkill Conservancy's 
revitalization and its recent success in 
preserving public access for two key 
riverfront parcels. 

Battenkill Conservancy is a stronger, more 
organized, professional, sustainable and 
respected organization as a result of working 
with the Land Trust Alliance and utilizing the 
tools, funding and industry connections 
provided by the NYS Conservation 
Partnership Program.”

Peak Rock, Washington County



Bedford Audubon
“Bedford Audubon is grateful for the New 
York State Conservation Partnership Program 
and the Land Trust Alliance. There are so few 
grant opportunities to support capacity 
building within the conservation sector. This 
grant program is critical to the continued 
evolution of protecting habitat in New York 
State. Thank you!”

Volunteer with Wood Thrush, Westchester County



Brooklyn Queens Land Trust
“Brooklyn Queens Land Trust (BQLT) is 
grateful not only for the funds provided by 
this New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program grant, but also for the continued 
leadership and support that Land Trust 
Alliance offers to all of its grantees. The 
Alliance is instrumental in connecting BQLT 
to land trusts and other like-minded 
partners, so that all of our work can be 
aligned and amplified in support of land 
conservation.”

Cambria Heights Community Garden, Queens



Capital Roots
“Support from the New York State 
Conservation Partnership Program has been 
vital to the Capital Roots' growth as an urban 
land trust. Our land trust has grown its 
capacity significantly with Conservation 
Partnership Program aid, adding two 
positions in development and 
communications that have dramatically 
increased organizational capacity and made 
possible the acquisition and development of 
additional community gardens to serve as 
conserved green space in urban areas. 
Alliance staff are a pleasure to work with and 
make the grant process as easy to negotiate 
as humanly possible. Thank you!”

Hawk and Clinton Community Garden, Albany



Catskill Center
"The New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program turns obstacles into opportunities. 

Grant funds from this program have enabled the 
Catskill Center to improve visitor access and 
engagement at our two public preserves; make 
better-informed conservation decisions; help 
local students develop a Sense of Place through 
place-based Catskills curriculum; and most 
recently, hire critical temporary assistance to 
help us in our effort to become an accredited 
land trust.

This program has truly enabled us to further our 
mission to protect and foster the 
environmental, cultural and economic well-
being of the Catskill Region, and we are deeply 
grateful for the financial support we have 
received through it."

Catskill Mountains, Delaware County

Photo Credit: Heather Phelps Lipton



Cazenovia Preservation 
Foundation
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program is invaluable in helping 
Cazenovia Preservation Foundation build its 
capacity and do work that supports the 
fulfillment of our mission. The Alliance’s 
support and guidance is critical to small land 
trusts like Cazenovia Preservation 
Foundation.”

Secret Garden Pond, Cazenovia



Central New York Land Trust
"Central New York Land Trust reached more 
community members, improved our land 
care, and received much-needed capacity 
training for our organization, thanks to the 
New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program."

Volunteers attend a workshop on stewardship



Champlain Area Trails
“Champlain Area Trails is extremely grateful 
for the support received through the New 
York State Conservation Partnership Program 
along with the Alliance's support and 
guidance. It is one of the reasons we have 
grown to be the successful and well-
respected organization we are in this area.”

Snowshoeing Bobcat Trail, Essex County



Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy
“The Alliance through the New York State 
Conservation Partnership Program has 
successfully facilitated the Chautauqua 
Watershed Conservancy (CWC) board and 
staff to more responsibly steward CWC’s 
conserved lands, run its organization more 
professionally and make our preserves more 
attractive and enjoyable for public use. These 
have helped attract more financial donors, 
land donors and public support to CWC’s 
work and build public confidence in our 
organization.”

Cassadaga Lake Nature Park, Chautauqua County



Chenango Land Trust
“This program is the only source of funding 
which is practical for our small volunteer land 
trust located in a rural area where other 
grants and donations are hard to come by or 
difficult to navigate. We greatly appreciate 
the opportunity to participate in the 
program.”

Erie Canal Lock 99, Chenango County



Columbia Land Conservancy
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program is a critically important 
source of funding for land trusts in New York. 
Having such a dedicated funding source is a 
tremendous value for land trusts working to 
increase the pace of conservation. We are 
very grateful to the Alliance for all the good 
work that has gone into making this such an 
effective component of the conservation 
resources available in this state.”

Greenagers at Work Site, Columbia County



Delaware Highlands Conservancy
“The Conservation Partnership Program is 
critical to the Conservancy’s abilities to 
complete our work, improve our outreach and 
fundraising capabilities, and implement 
necessary upgrades and improvements to our 
operational structure—all of which make it 
possible to increase the pace of land 
conservation in New York State. We are 
sincerely grateful to have received this grant 
and others and look forward to continuing our 
work together.”

Fawn on Protected Property, Sullivan County



Dutchess Land Conservancy
“The Dutchess Land Conservancy was 
founded more than 30 years ago, at the 
proverbial kitchen table, in an effort to 
protect an historic farm in the Town of 
Stanford, in northeast Dutchess County. 
Today, with more than 40,000 acres under 
conservation, the DLC serves as a trusted 
advisor to local municipalities, as a highly 
respected educational resource for kids and 
grown-ups alike, and is respected as a 
leading voice in the land trust community. 
The New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program has been an important part of that 
success starting with its first grant to the DLC 
in 2003 for Organizational Development to 
assist with our long-range strategic plan.”

Pierson Farm, Dutchess County



Esopus Creek Conservancy
“With the assistance of New York State 
Conservation Partnership Program funding 
Esopus Creek Conservancy has matured and 
become sustainable for the future. We thank 
you for all past, present, and on-going 
assistance.”

Sampling Water from the Esopus Creek, Ulster County 



Finger Lakes Land Trust
“Resources through this program fill critical 
funding needs, helping land trusts to 
complete projects and fulfill their missions, 
having enormous public benefit.  The 
program has been instrumental to the 
success of the Finger Lakes Land Trust in a 
number of categories including transactions 
and organizational capacity building.”

West Hill Farm, Ithaca



Friends of the Washington 
County IBA
“Thanks to the New York State Conservation 
Partnership program we are making steady 
progress toward our mission.

NYSCPP means:

• Increasing the pace of land conservation for 
NY's endangered and threatened grassland 
birds

• Access to professional consultants and 
contractors

• Our first paid staff!

• Growing our outreach and visibility

• Support for community outreach and 
collaborations

In other words, the NYSCPP program is helping 
to make FIBA's vision a reality!”

A gathering of short eared owls, Washington County



Genesee Land Trust
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program is a vital program for 
land trusts across the state, enabling land 
trust’s to step up to projects that protect 
significant habitats, preserve prime and 
unique and statewide important solids, and 
bring nature to the city and families of our 
cities. For many land trusts there is little 
capacity building funding available from local 
funders, the types of funding that builds 
strong land trusts. With growth and greater 
capacity, land trusts are better positioned to 
bring private funds as well as federal funds to 
NY State to accomplish our mutual goals as 
outline in the NY State Open Space Plan.”

Conkey Cruisers Biking the El Camino Trail, Rochester



Genesee Valley Conservancy
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program is one of the most 
beneficial programs to all of NY State’s land 
trusts. Because of this program, Genesee 
Valley Conservancy has matured into an 
organization that is professional, efficient, 
ethical and far-reaching in its impact.”

Railroad Bed Trail, Livingston County



Grassroots Gardens WNY
"Grassroots Gardens' evolution as an 
organization is directly tied to the support we 
have received from the New York State 
Conservation Partnership Program. In 2010, we 
were a facilitator of temporary land access, 
basic materials and a beginners workshop series 
in the City of Buffalo. In 2018 we are working on 
a regional scale, protecting land on a permanent 
basis, working to increase native plant mass, 
contributing to collaborative projects in 
conservation, workforce development and food 
access, engaging more than 2,000 volunteers 
and delivering programs throughout 2 urban 
school districts, all while we prepare for Land 
Trust Accreditation. The growth has been 
manageable because of the strategic nature of 
the support we have received, specifically to 
build our capacity, strengthen our processes and 
support our staff. "

Planting Seeds, Buffalo



Great Swamp Conservancy
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program and the Land Trust 
Alliance have played an invaluable role in 
building the Great Swamp Conservancy’s 
capacity.  We have seen such an 
improvement in our organization and the 
community’s knowledge of us and what we 
do, and what we offer.”

Studying Pond Invertebrates, Madison County 



Green Guerillas 
“The Conservation Partnership program has 
helped us provide important assistance to 
the Bronx and Manhattan Land Trusts. Our 
partnership with the Alliance is all about 
helping grassroots leaders preserve a future 
for 32 beautiful, historic community gardens 
in New York City.”

Neighborhood Advisory Committee Community Garden, The Bronx



Greene Land Trust
“The experience and confidence we have 
gained as the result of this grant will allow us 
to continue to engage the community with 
programs and events, and to involve more 
people with nature and the land for the 
foreseeable future.”

Eastern Bluebird, Greene County



Hudson Highlands Land Trust
“One of the most meaningful benefits of 
being a part of the Land Trust Alliance for a 
small land trust like Hudson Highlands Land 
Trust, is the support programs like the NYS 
Conservation Partnership Program provides 
to innovate and implement projects that 
would otherwise be too large for us to tackle. 
Thank you!”

Lake Valhalla, Putnam County



Huyck Preserve & Biological 
Research Station
"The support that the Edmund Niles Huyck
Preserve has received through the New York 
State Conservation Partnership Program has 
had an enormous impact on our ability to 
accomplish our multi-pronged mission 
through strengthening our organization, 
providing information critical to the 
responsible stewardship of our land, and 
enhancing our public outreach and education 
programs to ensure our message extends 
beyond our boundaries."

Nature Study Class, Albany County 



Indian River Lakes Conservancy
“Land Trusts in New York State are uniquely 
fortunate to have a program like the NYS 
Conservation Partnership Program, a 
partnership between the Land Trust Alliance 
and New York State that is the only one of its 
kind in the nation. 

The residents and visitors to our region, and 
the wildlife, waters, and landscape that 
Indian River Lakes Conservancy is dedicated 
to conserving have been the grateful 
beneficiaries of this special partnership. We 
cannot thank the Alliance and its staff 
enough for the dedication and professional 
guidance they have provided to IRLC, its 
volunteers, and staff.”

Baker Island and Grand Lake Reserve, Jefferson County



Kingston Land Trust
“The NYS Conservation Partnership Program 
and the role of the Land Trust Alliance are 
once again critical for moving forward on 
initiatives like this for the Kingston Land 
Trust. Urban Land Trusts are unique in their 
functions within the community in creating 
livable communities through connectivity by 
creating linear parks and also for urban 
agriculture initiatives. Funding through the 
Environmental Protection Fund is 
instrumental. Our hope is that this 
opportunity will continue and expand.”

Farm Workday at a Kingston Garden, Ulster County



Lake Champlain Land Trust
“One of the challenges that we are still 
attempting to overcome is the large number 
of landowners and partners interested in our 
services.  The importance of NYS 
Conservation Partnership Program grant 
cannot be overstated given the many 
landowners who own incredible natural 
resources on the New York side of Lake 
Champlain.  The customer service we provide 
throughout the conservation process has 
often been noted by attorneys and 
landowners alike.  But it takes a great deal of 
time and staffing capacity to help the 
landowners reach their land conservation 
goals.”

Split Rock Wildway, Essex County



Lake George Land Conservancy
“The Lake George Land Conservancy 
(accredited) has participated in the New York 
State Conservation Partnership Program from 
the very beginning. The LGLC has been awarded 
over $250,000 in grants and has used these 
funds to leverage nearly five times that amount 
in other grants and capital donations.

Thanks to the Partnership Program, LGLC has 
seen a tremendous increase in our capacity and 
ability to fulfill our mission. These grants also 
helped us to protect thousands of acres that 
include vital wetlands and stream corridors, as 
well as iconic community assets, such as the 
Pinnacle property in Bolton.

There simply is no other State program 
comparable to this in terms of its effectiveness, 
ease of use, practicality, and grass roots 
success. This is a program that everyone should 
be talking about and trying to copy throughout 
the nation.”

Rogers Rock, Lake George



Lake Placid Land Conservancy
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program (NYSCPP) is an 
outstanding program that has provided Lake 
Placid Land Conservancy (LPLC) with 
consistent and reliable funding. NYSCPP grant 
funding categories align well with strategic 
priorities for land trusts and have allowed 
LPLC to plan and develop through important 
phases of development.”

Trail work on the Three Sisters Preserve, Essex County



Lewisboro Land Trust
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program grant funding is critical 
for small, volunteer land trusts like the four 
who collaborated on this grant.”

Access Nature Group at Leon Levy Preserve, Westchester County



Mianus River Gorge
“The NYS Conservation Partnership Program 
and the Land Trust Alliance have helped 
make it possible for Mianus River Gorge 
Preserve to complete more land projects and 
in a shorter time in a geographic area that is 
quickly losing its remaining open space. We 
thank them for their support.”

Trail Maintenance at the Preserve, Westchester County



Mohawk Hudson Land 
Conservancy
“The importance of the New York State 
Conservation partnership program cannot be 
overstated. Grants to support the building of 
staff are perhaps the single most important 
element to building successful land trusts 
and Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy is 
sincerely grateful the program is available.”

Helderbergs, Albany County



Mohonk Preserve
“The Land Trust Alliance and the New York 
State Conservation Partnership Program is 
exemplary and has enabled critical work to 
move forward while leveraging additional 
funds to flow toward land conservation, both 
public and private. We sincerely appreciate 
the continuing allocation for NYSCPP funding 
as part of the annual Environmental 
Protection Fund authorization.”

Climbing the Rocks, Ulster County



The Nature Conservancy
“Through the New York State Conservation 
Partnership program, the Alliance has 
provided steady and reliable funding to land 
trusts, including The Nature Conservancy, for 
the protection of lands and waters. We have 
leveraged this fund to conserve coastal 
wetlands on Sodus Bay, protect forests in Tug 
Hill and the Adirondacks, kick start our New 
York Working Woodlands Program, and 
expand public access through trail 
expansions in the Finger Lakes.”

Protected Forest Finger Lakes Region, Ontario County



New York Agricultural Land 
Trust
“Novices in the Land Trust world, a group of 
inspired farmers and agri-buisness personnel 
came together for the sole purpose of 
conserving farmland. Our initial award from 
the Conservation Partnership Program gave 
us the resources to successfully set up the 
framework for the New York Agricultural 
Land Trust. The Conservation Partnership 
Program’s continued support has encouraged 
and assisted in the growth of the 
organization, enabling us to further our 
mission.” 

Hourigan Dairy Farms, Onondaga County



New York – New Jersey Trail 
Conference
“The grants we’ve received have helped us 
do everything from conserving a couple 
thousand acres, creating state forests and 
connecting them with public greenways, as 
well as engaging neighbors in stewardship 
projects like cleaning polluted railroad 
ROW’s, lean-to construction and wildfire 
recovery.” 

Schunemunk Ridge Hike, Orange County



Northeastern Cave Conservancy
"The New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program grant funding helped make possible 
the Northeastern Cave Conservancy's ninth 
preserve. The Spider Cave Preserve in 
Schoharie County was made possible through 
the generosity of the Carl family, and the 
NYSCPP grant which provided funding for our 
closing costs. Being a smaller, all-volunteer 
land trust, I can't overstate how vital this 
grant was in allowing us to accept this 
donation."

Map Showing Interior of Spider Cave, Schoharie County



Northeast Wilderness Trust
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program grant has been 
absolutely critical to our abilities to move 
[The Split Rock Wildway] effort forward and 
build a shared vision for collaborative 
conservation.”

Split Rock Wildway, Essex County



North Shore Land Alliance
“We are most grateful to the Land Trust 
Alliance and the New York State 
Conservation Partnership Program staff for 
their help and guidance in administering this 
very important program. The North Shore 
Land Alliance has been the recipient of 
several grants and each and every one have 
been vital to our success in protecting critical 
lands in our community. This is a very well-
run and impactful program.”

International Coastal Cleanup Day, Nassau County



Oblong Land Conservancy
“Without the support of the New York State 
Conservation Partnership Program and the 
Land Trust Alliance this project would not 
have happened. The availability of funding 
through this program is absolutely vital in 
allowing us to continue to advance the 
practical aspects of conservation in our area 
generally and in expanding in awareness of 
the need for conservation through 
education.”

Volunteer Stewards on Conserved Land, Dutchess County



Ontario Bays Initiative
“The support of New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program grants makes a 
substantial difference in the 
accomplishments of small land trusts, such as 
Ontario Bays Initiative (OBI).  By means of 
this generous grant, OBI has been able to 
continue its work towards eventual 
accreditation and improve the structure of 
the organization from within.  Also the 
continued capacity building will help OBI to 
further our mission to preserve, protect, and 
encourage sustainable management of the 
land, water and biological resources of 
Jefferson County, New York.  THANK YOU!”

Downybrook Nature Reserve, Jefferson County



Open Space Institute
“Through the Land Trust Alliance’s 
Conservation Partnership Program, the Open 
Space Institute has forged strong 
partnerships with excellent local land trusts, 
from the Adirondacks to the Lower Hudson 
Valley. The scope and breadth of the 
Conservation Partnership Program has made 
a lasting positive impact on the protection of 
New York State’s spectacular open spaces.”

Rosendale Trestle, Ulster County

Photo Credit: Greg Miller



Otsego Land Trust
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program is a critically important 
source of funding for land trusts in New York.  
Having such a dedicated funding source is a 
tremendous value for land trusts working to 
increase the pace of conservation.  We are 
very grateful to the Land Trust Alliance for all 
the good work that has gone into making this 
such an effective component of the 
conservation resources available in this 
state.”

Brookwood Point, Cooperstown



Orange County Land Trust
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program (NYSCPP) has expanded 
our capacity to protect water resources, 
productive farmland, and landscapes that are 
at the heart of our communities. The NYSCPP 
has enabled partnerships with neighboring 
land trusts and governments that have 
increased the efficiency of our collective 
efforts. 

The consistency of this program means that 
we are able to plan projects that have higher 
impact and leverage more private funding. 
Thank you to the Land Trust Alliance NY, the 
NYS DEC, and Governor Cuomo for 
recognizing the value of this partnership to 
the people of New York.”

Moonbeam Preserve, Orange County

Photo Credit: Christina Smith



Peconic Land Trust
“The Conservation Partnership Program is an 
invaluable resource for land trusts to support 
community conservation initiatives that are 
critical to the protection of our natural and 
agricultural resources. Grants from the 
Conservation Partnership Program – from 
acquisition to planning – have made critical 
projects on Long Island possible.”

Raspberry Picking at Quail Hill Farm, Suffolk County



Pound Ridge Land Conservancy
“The New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program enabled us to hire our first staff person 
in 2012, which greatly increased our capacity for 
achieving our land trust's mission. Subsequent 
grants supported restoration and education 
projects that have raised our profile in the 
community and generated further funding for 
our conservation work. 

With the support of the NYSCPP, we established 
native plant restoration areas at five of our 
preserves and installed educational signage on 
trails at three preserves. We also analyzed our 
organizational practices and priorities in a grant-
funded assessment by The Land Trust Alliance, 
which helped us to strengthen the PRLC and 
ensure its longevity as a not-for-profit land 
trust.”

2nd Graders Visiting Carolin’s Grove Preserve, Westchester County 



Putnam County Land Trust
“This program has made a very positive impact 
on the work of the Putnam County Land Trust 
(PCLT) in both building organizational capacity 
and in its land acquisitions which have been 
supported by transaction grants. We have 
completed protection of an historic ridge line 
known as Cornwall Hill and are working on the 
Ice Pond area to the south of that which is a 
part of the Great Swamp. The Great Swamp has 
been cited for protection in both the NYS-DEC 
Region 3 open Space Plan and by the US Forest 
Service as a part of the Highlands Act….Thank 
you to Land Trust Alliance and to NYS-DEC for 
their foresight in making this program happen 
and continue to work. It has helped PCLT to 
protect these critically important natural 
resources for wildlife and to create recreational 
opportunities for the public.”

Bird Watching at Twin Hill Preserve, Putnam County



Rensselaer Land Trust
“With the New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program, the Rensselaer Land 
Trust hired it first staff, completed 6 
transactions to open nature preserves to the 
public, updated its web site, and is well on 
the way to completing a Conservation 
Partnership Plan for the County. The Program 
has offered key support at critical points in 
our history - it has helped us thrive!”

Hoosick River Boat Launch, Rensselaer County



Rensselaer Plateau Alliance
“The NYS Conservation Partnership Program 
is absolutely fantastic. Over and over again I 
talk to land trusts in other states and realize 
how lucky we are in NYS to have the NYSCPP.  
The NYSCPP has been truly transformative 
for our organization.” 

Rensselaer Plateau Rocky Summit, Rensselaer County



Saratoga PLAN
“The on-going improvement to Saratoga 
PLAN’s capacity and excellence is due to the 
continued support of the NYS Conservation 
Partnership Program and Land Trust Alliance. 
Thank you for providing this vital program!”

Biking Spring Run Trail, Saratoga Springs



Scenic Hudson
“For the last 15 years, the Conservation 
Partnership Program has been an engine of 
growth and innovation in New York’s land 
trust community—a catalyst for strategic 
collaboration, maintaining best practices and 
providing more benefits to the communities 
we serve. The strong relationships Scenic 
Hudson has developed with other land trusts 
thanks to CPP grants have enabled us to 
ramp up our successes conserving the 
Hudson Valley’s productive agricultural land, 
helping farms become more resilient in the 
face of climate change and creating a 
conservation corridor in Ulster County that 
promotes the legacy of John Burroughs.”

Protected Farm Along Kerleys Corners Road, Dutchess County

Photo Credit: Robert Rodriguez Jr.



Somers Land Trust
“The Conservation Partnership Program has 
made all the difference in the Somers Land 
Trust's ability to thrive and grow. As a small, 
all-volunteer, and town-focused conservation 
organization, we have the strength of a 
dedicated community and force of 
volunteers behind us but the challenges of 
limited funding and expertise. The CPP's 
grant support has been vital enabling us to 
protect and steward more than 900 acres of 
land in Somers and to become a more 
professional organization without losing our 
grass-roots, hands-on character.”

Angle Fly Reserve Trail Building, Putnam County



Southern Madison 
Heritage Trust
“The program is undeniably a tremendous 
support for the smaller all-volunteer land trusts 
like Southern Madison Heritage Trust (SMHT). It 
would be much more difficult to develop 
important projects, especially those that involve 
developing properties for public access and 
education. As a recipient of several different 
grants from the program, SMHT has benefited 
directly in its ability to protect more land, nearly 
doubling our holdings in the last three years and 
building our reputation as an active and 
responsible land trust. 

We believe our progress, helped most 
significantly with NYS Conservation Partnership 
Program grants, is making SMHT more attractive 
and viable to local landowners for conserving 
land they hold dear.”

5th Grade Class at Leland Reserve, Madison County



St. Lawrence Land Trust
“This is a very important program in New York 
State—perhaps the most important—for 
developing capacity and providing resources 
that help communities meet local and statewide 
goals for preserving open space and natural and 
cultural resources. The partnership between 
NYS DEC and Land Trust Alliance is invaluable; it 
results in creative and effective grants 
programs, and is nimble in administering them. 

The St. Lawrence Land Trust is grateful that the 
NYS DEC and the Alliance have maintained this 
partnership, which makes it possible for small 
all-volunteer organizations such as StLLT to be 
able to successfully compete for grant support, 
and with this support build capacity and make 
progress and meeting its mission for conserving 
the environmental quality of rivers and their 
watersheds in the St. Lawrence Valley.”

Hart’s Falls, St. Lawrence County 



Teatown Lake Reservation
“During the grant period, staff at the Land 
Trust Alliance have provided us with 
outstanding assistance.

During the difficult recruitment and hiring 
period, Land Trust Alliance staff offered 
guidance and we have also benefited from 
technical assistance in managing our online 
grant account to prepare reports. Through 
both its grant funding and this assistance, the 
Land Trust Alliance has been a true partner in 
our project that has helped us work toward 
our land trust’s capacity building and land 
preservation goals.”

Overlook Parcel, Westchester County



“This project would not have been possible without the New York State Conservation Partnership Program and the Land Trust 
Alliance’s capacity building funding program. The Land Trust Alliance and their staff in the northeastern office has been 
excellent at identifying areas of need with local land trusts and supporting them fully. Their efforts provide the funding 
available through the New York State Conservation Partnership Program has allowed land trusts to begin to flourish in New 
York State and the east coast. For a small organization such as ours, these grants are critical to successful land conservation 
projects.”

Zenda Farms Preserve, Jefferson County

Thousand Islands Land Trust



Trust for Public Land
“The Conservation Partnership Program has 
provided key funds to enable us to close 
important conservation transactions around 
the state. One such transaction was with the 
Sisters of Our Lady of Christian Doctrine in 
Nyack where The Trust for Public 
Land worked with the Marydell Faith & Life 
Center to protect 30 acres of the property 
adjacent to Hook Mountain State Park, 
including an iconic Palisades cliff face and a 
direct trail to the top of the mountain, which 
provides 360 degree views of the Hudson 
River. The sisters retained their retreat 
center, which serves as an arts camp that 
connects kids and nature, and soon they will 
be next to a public trail that will allow more 
people to be inspired by the classic Hudson 
Valley landscape.”

Marydell Faith & Life Center, Rockland County



Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust
“This grant program has been 
transformational to our organization. Land 
trusts do not have many funding 
opportunities, and because it is focused on 
land trust issues and administered in a way 
that is so efficient, we have been able to 
capitalize on this opportunity and match 
these dollars to really have an impact on our 
organizational capacity and also on our pace 
of land conservation. Because of the support 
we receive from the Alliance staff and the 
grants that we have been able to secure over 
the years, our organization has grown several 
levels and has become a respected part of 
NY’s environmental community as well as in 
the Tug Hill regional and surrounding areas.”

Mushroom walk, Osceola, Lewis County



Wallkill Valley Land Trust
The Wallkill Valley Land Trust has applied for 
and received grant support from the NYS 
Conservation Partnership Program since its 
creation. "Opportunities for support such as 
the NYS Conservation Partnership Program 
are unique in that they not only provide 
assistance to our new land preservation 
efforts, but also enhance our long-term 
stewardship work. The Wallkill Valley Land 
Trust, now entering our 31st year serving 
southern Ulster County is thankful for this 
vital source of grant funding."

Rosendale Trestle, Ulster County



Westchester Land Trust
“The NYS Conservation Partnership Program 
is an essential funding vehicle for the 
Westchester Land Trust and land trusts 
across the country.  We believe strongly that 
the Land Trust Alliance is a critical partner, 
not only for funding but also for capacity 
building, knowledge and experience.  The 
Alliance understands the objectives of the 
New York land trust community and 
continually selects projects that will best 
further and achieve our conservation goals.  
Programs such as the Quest, and other 
conservation projects we have completed 
over more than a decade, would simply not 
have been funded through traditional 
foundations or private giving.  The Alliance 
understands why this work is important and 
what resources are necessary to make this 
work possible.”

Visit with the Boys & Girls Club, Westchester County



Western New York Land 
Conservancy
“The New York State Conservation 
Partnership Program has greatly increased 
our capacity to conserve land in our region. 
The average number of acres of land that we 
protect every year has doubled since our first 
grant in 2004. In addition to total acreage, 
our projects positively impact the lives of 
more and more people each year. 

We are now able to complete complex, 
multi-million dollar land protection and 
restorations projects that have regional and 
even national significance, that conserve 
both our cultural and environmental 
heritage, and that can be accessed by 
thousands of people.”

Kenneglenn Creek, Erie County



Wilton Wildlife 
Preserve & Park
“We are so appreciative of the NYS 
Conservation Partnership Program and the 
Land Trust Alliance for their support. The 
impact that these grants have on 
organizations with small budgets like ours is 
huge. We are able to do so much with a 
relatively small investment from the State.

It comes back to the community so many 
times over in our ability to provide 
programming and opportunities for 
environmental education and outdoor 
recreation and giving people the chance to 
learn about and participate in conservation 
efforts and environmental stewardship in 
their own "backyard." 

Winter Snowshoe Hike, Saratoga County



Winnakee Land Trust
“With ongoing support from the New York 
State Conservation Partnership Program, 
Winnakee has grown from a mostly 
volunteer organization with a part-time 
executive director in 2006 to a fully staffed 
accredited land trust with the highest 
standards of documentation and land trust 
practices.“

Hyde Park Trail, Dutchess County



“Funding from New York State Conservation Partnership Program and the combined role of that program and 
the Alliance’s support for land trust  capacity-building is critical, and will continue to be so, in order to 
strengthen the sustainability of land trusts into the future.”

Woodstock Land Conservancy

Taking in the View at Cooper Lake, Ulster County


