
New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program 

2003 Grant Awards 
The New York State Conservation Partnership Program (NYSCPP), funded 
through the Environmental Protection Fund and jointly administered by the Land 
Trust Alliance and the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, 
advances the goals of New York's Open Space Plan by making grants to New 
York land trusts. The program awards grants for three purposes: 

• Transaction grants assist with the costs of acquiring conservation 
easements and fee lands, and providing public access to these properties;  

• Staffing grants help all-volunteer and small land trusts add professional 
staff to increase the pace, quality and sustainability of their conservation 
efforts;  

• Organizational development grants help land trusts expand their 
conservation programs so they can protect more acres, enhance their land 
and easement stewardship, raise more private funding, and plan for the 
future of their organizations. 

The process of applying for the staffing grants involves a rigorous assessment of 
a land trust's strengths and weaknesses and its ability to meet national standards 
for best practices in land conservation. All grants require a match of at least 1:1 
non-state funds. Staffing grant and organizational development grant recipients 
receive on-going technical assistance from Land Trust Alliance staff, which helps 
them become stronger and more effective conservation organizations. All grant 
recipients benefit from Land Trust Alliance training and educational resources. 

Total 2003 NYSCPP Grant Awards: $200,000 

 

TRANSACTION GRANT AWARDS: $50,000 
644 Acres Conserved 

Albany County Land Conservancy  
Slingerlands  
$3,500  
To facilitate the acquisition of the 37-acre Indian Ladder Farms Wetland. 

Catskill Center for Conservation & Development  
Arkville  
$2,450  



To assist with the purchase of a 10-acre parcel of land to ensure the permanent 
protection of and public access to Platte Clove Preserve. 

Columbia Land Conservancy  
Chatham  
$4,500  
To create public access to the High Falls in Columbia County.  

Finger Lakes Land Trust  
Ithaca  
$5,000  
To assist in the acquisition of 50 acres adjacent to the Bahar Nature Preserve on 
Skaneateles Lake, establishing permanent protection for a threatened section of 
Carpenter Falls/Bear Swamp Corridor. 

Genesee Land Trust  
Rochester  
$4,000  
To assist with the transaction costs of purchasing 23 acres known as Island 
Cottage Woods, part of the Braddock Bay Fish and Wildlife Management Area. 

Genesee Valley Conservancy  
Geneseo  
$3,550  
To assist with the purchase of a 104-acre conservation easement on the 208-
acre Smith Farm, an active dairy farm in Livingston County. 

Oblong Land Conservancy  
Pawling  
$4,500  
To cover costs of acquiring a conservation easement on Hermit Thrush Hill, a 50-
acre parcel in the Town of Pawling. 

Orange County Land Trust  
Middletown  
$5,000  
To cover costs of acquiring a conservation easement on 51 acres on Mt. Eve in 
the Orange County Black Dirt region. 

Southern Madison Heritage Trust  
Hamilton  
$2,500  
To cover costs of acquiring a conservation easement on 18.05 acres on Preston 
Hill Road, Madison County. 



Teatown Lake Reservation, Inc.  
Ossining  
$5,000  
To assist with the acquisition of 14.6 acres adjacent to Teatown's Cliffdale Farm 
property.  

The Nature Conservancy  
Rochester  
$5,000  
To cover transaction expenses associated with the purchase of 185 acres in the 
Hemlock Lake Watershed of the Finger Lakes. 

Woodstock Land Conservancy  
Woodstock  
$2,500  
To assist with the purchase of an ecologically sensitive 19-acre parcel on the 
ridge of Mount Guardian. 

Woodstock Land Conservancy  
Woodstock  
$2,500  
To cover transaction costs associated with the donation of a 35-acre parcel 
known as Snake Rocks, which contains the headwaters of the Little Beaver Kill, a 
tributary to the Esopus Creek and the Ashokan Reservoir.  

 

STAFFING GRANT AWARDS: $97,550  

Agricultural Stewardship Association  
Greenwich  
$40,000  
To assist with the hiring of the first full-time Executive Director. 

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust  
Watertown  
$25,000  
To assist with the hiring of the first full-time Executive Director 

Wallkill Valley Land Trust  
New Paltz  
$32,550  
To support expanding the Executive Director's role to a full-time position.  

 



ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT AWARDS: $52,450 

Albany County Land Conservancy  
Slingerlands 
$4,000  
To update ACLC's strategic plan, develop and implement an organizational 
fundraising plan, train fundraising volunteers, and implement a new membership 
and development database.  

Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy  
Jamestown  
$7,500  
To hire a development consultant to coordinate and train the board and a 
campaign team to undertake the $4.9 million Chatauqua Lake Forever Beautiful. 
. . Campaign and to evaluate and advise on membership development. 

Columbia Land Conservancy  
Chatham  
$7,500  
To develop and implement a strategic plan. 

Dutchess Land Conservancy  
Millbrook  
$2,500  
To develop a long-range strategic plan. 

Indian River Lakes Conservancy  
Redwood  
$2,500  
To further goals of education and land conservation by increasing general 
membership, board membership, and community participation and by studying 
local natural and economic resources. 

Mount Sinai Heritage Trust  
Mount Sinai  
$5,000  
To hire a consultant to assist with the development of fundraising and 
membership development plan. 

Ontario Bays Initiative  
Chaumont  
$2,700  
To develop a 5-year strategic plan, create public access to previously conserved 
land, and expand efforts to conserve grasslands and an ecologically important 
marsh.  



 

ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT AWARDS: $52,450 
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Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy  
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Chatham  
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land, and expand efforts to conserve grasslands and an ecologically important 
marsh.  

Orange County Land Trust  
Middletown  
$4,000  
To develop a strategic plan with emphasis on land conservation efforts that 
complement New York State's Open Space Plan. 

Otsego Land Trust, Inc.  
Cooperstown  
$1,750  
To expand marketing and public awareness efforts through web site 
development, increased newsletter distribution and new program initiatives. 

Southern Madison Heritage Trust  
Hamilton 
$5,000  
To hire a consultant to guide board members and volunteers through a land 
conservation project, building skills and organizational capacity. 

Thousand Island Land Trust  
Clayton  
$5,000  
To create and implement a marketing and communications plan. 

Westchester Land Trust  
New Bedford  
$5,000  
To hire a consultant to help form partnerships in five communities where WLT 
has encountered preservation barriers and to develop an outreach plan for each 
community.  

 



New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program 

2004 Grant Awards 
The New York State Conservation Partnership Program (NYSCPP), funded 
through the Environmental Protection Fund and jointly administered by the Land 
Trust Alliance and the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, 
advances the goals of New York's Open Space Plan by making grants to New 
York land trusts. The program awards grants for three purposes: 

• Transaction grants assist with the costs of acquiring conservation 
easements and fee lands, and providing public access to these properties;  

• Staffing grants help all-volunteer and small land trusts add professional 
staff to increase the pace, quality and sustainability of their conservation 
efforts;  

• Organizational development grants help land trusts expand their 
conservation programs so they can protect more acres, enhance their land 
and easement stewardship, raise more private funding, and plan for the 
future of their organizations. 

The process of applying for the staffing grants involves a rigorous assessment of 
a land trust's strengths and weaknesses and its ability to meet national standards 
for best practices in land conservation. All grants require a match of at least 1:1 
non-state funds. Staffing grant and organizational development grant recipients 
receive on-going technical assistance from Land Trust Alliance staff, which helps 
them become stronger and more effective conservation organizations. All grant 
recipients benefit from Land Trust Alliance training and educational resources. 

Total 2004 NYSCPP Grant Awards: $200,000 

 

TRANSACTION GRANT AWARDS: $52,000 
2,051 Acres Conserved

Adirondack Land Trust / Adirondack Nature Conservancy  
$5,000 
To acquire a 110-acre property to preserve a three-mile Boquet River corridor 
and provide public access to the Boquet River.  

Columbia Land Conservancy 
$3,235 
To leverage more than $606,819 for the acquisition, stewardship and 



improvement of the 165-acre Hand Hollow Conservation Area and to assist with 
establishing public access improvements for the preserve.  

Dutchess Land Conservancy 
$8,000 
To partner with the Town of Dover and Friends of Dover Stone Church to acquire 
and preserve a 58-acre property containing the Dover Stone Church, a unique 
geological formation.  

Genesee Land Trust 
$8,500 
To acquire conservation easements on approx-imately 250 acres of farmland in 
Wayne County.  

Indian River Lakes Conservancy 
$3,265 
To acquire Better Farm, an 86-acre wetland addition to Grand Lake Reserve, and 
to provide public access to Butterfield Lake in Jefferson County.  

Lake George Land Conservancy 
$4,000 
To assist with the acquisition of the 855-acre Cat Mt. Preserve for public use and 
scenic enjoyment.  

Orange County Land Trust 
$7,000 
To protect 255 acres of ecologically rich Highlands hillside and stream in the 
Town of Warwick as a preserve open to the public.  

Peconic Land Trust 
$5,000 
To acquire 31 acres of farmland in East Setauket. This farmland is part of a 
network of previously protected conservation land holdings.  

Thousand Islands Land Trust 
$8,000 
To assist in the acquisition of 241 acres on the St. Lawrence River, part of the 
Crooked Creek Preserve, and to plan for public access.  
 

 

STAFFING GRANT AWARDS: $100,000 



North Shore Land Alliance 
$30,000 
To hire an assistant director and office assistant.  

Saratoga P.L.A.N. 
$30,000 
To hire a stewardship and outreach coordinator.  

Western New York Land Conservancy 
$40,000 
To hire a member development and volunteer coordinator.   

 

ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT AWARDS: $48,000  

Delaware Highlands Conservancy 
$6,610 
To design and implement a comprehensive membership plan to increase 
membership in Delaware and Sullivan Counties.  

Finger Lakes Land Trust 
$2,500 
To engage public and private sector stakeholders in the 500,000-acre Cayuga 
Watershed, identify land protection priorities, and pilot techniques to prioritize 
land protection projects in large-scale landscapes.  

Genesee Land Trust and Genesee Valley Conservancy 
$9,000 ($4,500 to each land trust)  
To investigate ways in which the Genesee Land Trust and the Genesee Valley 
Conservancy can work together to increase land conservation in Western New 
York and to increase the conservation capacity of their boards.  

Nassau Land Trust 
$5,000 
To establish a communication and education program for municipal officials in 
Nassau County.  

Oblong Land Conservancy 
$3,000 
To assist in development and implementation of a visionary strategic protection 
plan for the Great Swamp in Dutchess and Putnam Counties. 

Otsego Land Trust 
$4,915 



To hire a contractor to gather and input data for development and stewardship 
and to archive stewardship materials.  

Scenic Hudson, Inc. 
$2,500 
To launch several new tasks for the Hudson Valley Agricultural Partnership, each 
focused on building the coalition's visibility, size, and effectiveness in advocating 
for Hudson Valley farms and farmland. 

Trust for Public Land, Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
$10,000 
To further an unprecedented effort to preserve New York City community 
gardens under the control of independent land trusts and to provide technical 
assistance to the newly formed land trusts in Manhattan, The Bronx, Brooklyn, 
and Queens, enabling them to take ownership of and manage their gardens in 
perpetuity.  

Wallkill Valley Land Trust 
$1,975 
To complete baseline documentation of easements held by the land trust and to 
hire a consultant to provide training on baseline documentation. 

Westchester Land Trust 
$2,500 
To work in partnership with groups and individuals to identify parcels for 
conservation easements and begin negotiations with landowners, implementing 
the action plan from a previous Organizational Development project. 

 



New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program 

2005 Grant Awards 
The New York State Conservation Partnership Program (NYSCPP), funded 
through the Environmental Protection Fund and jointly administered by the Land 
Trust Alliance and the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, 
advances the goals of New York's Open Space Plan by making grants to New 
York land trusts. The program awards grants for three purposes: 

• Transaction grants assist with the costs of acquiring conservation 
easements and fee lands, and providing public access to these properties;  

• Staffing grants help all-volunteer and small land trusts add professional 
staff to increase the pace, quality and sustainability of their conservation 
efforts;  

• Organizational development grants help land trusts expand their 
conservation programs so they can protect more acres, enhance their land 
and easement stewardship, raise more private funding, and plan for the 
future of their organizations. 

The process of applying for the staffing grants involves a rigorous assessment of 
a land trust's strengths and weaknesses and its ability to meet national standards 
for best practices in land conservation. All grants require a match of at least 1:1 
non-state funds. Staffing grant and organizational development grant recipients 
receive on-going technical assistance from Land Trust Alliance staff, which helps 
them become stronger and more effective conservation organizations. All grant 
recipients benefit from Land Trust Alliance training and educational resources. 

Total 2005 NYSCPP Grant Awards: $450,000 
CONSERVATION CAPACITY & EXCELLENCE GRANT AWARDS : $90,100 (14 grants)  

CONSERVATION CATALYST GRANT AWARDS : $97,600 (7 grants) 

STAFFING GRANT AWARDS : $126,200 (4 grants) 

TRANSACTION GRANT AWARDS : $86,100 (11 grants) 

LAND TRUST ALLIANCE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR LAND TRUST GRANTEES – 
$50,000  

Note: NYSCPP appropriation also includes $50,000 for program administration.  

  



CAPACITY AND EXCELLENCE GRANTS 

ORGANIZATION NY OFFICE 
LOCATION 

PROPOSAL GRANT 
AWARD

Agricultural 
Stewardship 
Association 

Greenwich, 
Washington 
County 

To hire a qualified 
fundraising consultant to 
plan and implement a 
fundraising program to 
succeed our current 
program, which expires in 
2006.  Hire local marketing 
consultant and designer to 
assist in development of 
solicitation materials and 
marketing collateral. 

$6,700 

Catskill Center 
for Conservation 
and Development 

Arkville, 
Delaware 
County 

To complete internal 
assessment and 
prioritization of the Catskill 
Center's Land Conservation 
Program, and to review 
program components and 
decision on future direction, 
followed by communication 
of the resulting vision. 

$2,900 

Chautauqua 
Watershed 
Conservancy 

Jamestown, 
Chautauqua 
County 

To build upon continuing 
capital campaign by 
customizing campaign 
materials (video/DVD and 
Prospectus), and producing 
educational materials to 
reach residents and visitors 
of Chautauqua Institution, a 
non-profit educational center 
and community that attracts 
142,000 persons each 
summer. 

$4,900 

Delaware 
Highlands 
Conservancy - 
NY Office 

Narrowsburg, 
Sullivan 
County 

To plan and implement a 
capital campaign to protect 
culturally significant parcels 
in the Upper Delaware.  This 
campaign will help preserve 
"The Gateway to the Upper 
Delaware," a federally 

$9,600 



designated scenic and 
recreational river. 

Esopus Creek 
Conservancy 

Saugerties, 
Ulster County 

To initiate facilitator-
supported board 
management and 
development improvement 
process designed to bring 
ECC into compliance with 
Standards I and III of the 
Land Trusts Standards and 
Practices.  A pre-
assessment of board 
functions by the facilitator 
will be followed by a two day 
retreat involving Mission 
Statement and Strategic 
Plan components, continued 
interface by the facilitator 
following the meetings, and 
a final retreat day for 
committee reports and 
board actions.  A post 
retreat facilitator evaluation 
follows, along with end-of-
year board actions in 
compliance with Mission 
Statement and Strategic 
Plan needs. 

$7,000 

Genesee Valley 
Conservancy 

Geneseo, 
Livingston 
County 

To update and enhance 
existing AutoCAD and GIS 
mapping capabilities to 
increase land protection in 
the Livingston County region 
of the Genesee River and 
expand strategic 
stewardship of 7,500 acres 
of land protected by the land 
trust. 

$4,200 

Indian River 
Lakes 
Conservancy 

Redwood, 
Jefferson 
County 

To develop a strategic 
protection plan that will seek 
to address conservation 
priorities, human resources, 
fundraising and financial 
resource development and 

$2,400 



stewardship and partnership 
opportunities applicable to 
the land preservation 
program. 

Lake George 
Land 
Conservancy 

Bolton 
Landing, 
Warren 
County 

To obtain resources to 
provide strategic planning, 
fundraising, and related 
organizational 
development   The overall 
purpose is to enhance the 
likelihood of success for the 
LGLC's proposed 
comprehensive fundraising 
campaign in support of its 
mission to preserve the 
water quality of Lake 
George and the rare plants 
and animals within its 
watershed by permanently 
protecting natural land. 

$9,600 

Ontario Bays 
Initiative 

Chaumont, 
Jefferson 
County 

To provide resources 
necessary to fully implement 
the 2003 Strategic Plan and 
to build state and federal 
partnerships to protect 
Wilson Bay Marsh, a 
nationally significant wetland 
habitat for migratory birds, 
including the NYS 
threatened Black Tern. 

$4,300 

Open Space 
Preservation 
Trust 

Shoreham, 
Suffolk County

To develop a strategic plan 
for the land trust, 
established in 2000, and to 
focus conservation efforts in 
two key parts of Long Island 
- the Town of Brookhaven 
pine barrens and in the 
watersheds of Great South 
Bay, a NY State designated 
South Shore Estuary 
Reserve (SSER). 

$3,900 

Orange County 
Land Trust 

Middletown, 
Orange 

To conduct feasibility study 
in preparation for Orange 

$9,600 



County County Land Trust's 
Strategic Plan for 2004-
2008, which calls for a 
capital campaign for 2006-
2008. 

Peconic Land 
Trust 

Southampton, 
Suffolk County

To research and prepare a 
strategic stewardship plan to 
keep Quail Hill Farm 
financially viable in the 
future. Quail Hill Farm 
represents a model of 
organic, community 
supported agriculture and is 
the centerpiece of a 212 
acre complex of highly 
scenic, protected farmland 
in Amagansett. 

$7,700 

St. Lawrence 
Land Trust 

Canton, St. 
Lawrence 
County 

To prepare and implement 
Board Development Plan.  A 
Strategic Projection Plan 
and a Project Planning and 
Design Guide will also be 
prepared, and the land 
trust's first conservation 
easement will be 
completed.   These activities 
have three goals for the land 
trust, which was 
incorporated in 2003--to 
build organizational and 
board strength, to 
accelerate conservation 
work already begun in the 
Little River watershed, and 
to increase capacity for 
conservation in the 
St.Lawrence-northern 
Adirondack service area. 

$9,600 

Tug Hill 
Tomorrow Land 
Trust 

Watertown, 
Jefferson 
County 

To develop Major Donor 
Moves Plan, a Business and 
Corporation Membership 
Program, and continue to 
raise awareness and 
support of THTLT and its 

$7,700 



stewardship of 2,700 acres 
under conservation 
easement by expanding the 
general membership 
program. 

Category Total  $90,100

CONSERVATION CATALYST GRANTS 

ORGANIZATION NY OFFICE 
LOCATION 

PROPOSAL GRANT 
AWARD

Agricultural 
Stewardship 
Association 

Greenwich, 
Washington 
County 

To plan and implement a 
landscape-scale agricultural 
conservation project along 3.5 
miles of the Battenkill River 
corridor in the vicinity of 
Shushan, Salem and 
Jackson, and other towns in 
Washington County, NY.  The 
project area includes 
approximately 1,200 acres on 
8 parcels of land, which will 
be protected in coordination 
with The Conservation Fund 
and the Battenkill 
Conservancy. 

$19,300 

Hudson 
Highlands Land 
Trust 

Garrison, 
Putnam 
County 

To work in partnership with 
the Town of Philipstown and 
the Conway School of 
Landscape Design to develop 
a natural resource plan that 
will direct strategic 
conservation goals in the 
Town's new Comprehensive 
Plan, and to partner with the 
Open Space Institute and 
Scenic Hudson to increase 
protection along the Hudson 
River in Putnam County. 

$7,600 

North Shore 
Land Alliance 

Old 
Westbury, 
Nassau 
County 

To design, structure and 
implement a county-wide 
land/easement acquisition 
program which will 
successfully and effectively 

$16,500 



spend the proceeds from two 
recently passed (November, 
2004) bond acts - the $50 
million Clean Water, Open 
Space Environmental 
Program and the $30 million 
Save Environmental Assets 
Fund II bond.  This grant will 
position the organization to 
provide critical guidance on 
local land conservation 
decisions and to builds 
support in Nassau County for 
additional funding sources in 
2006. 

Saratoga 
P.L.A.N. 

Saratoga 
Springs, 
Saratoga 
County 

To partner with Saratoga 
County to produce a 
comprehensive county-wide 
Green Infrastructure Plan that 
will identify open spaces, 
natural areas, trail corridors 
and farmland that should be 
protected.  Importantly it will 
work with each community 
and assure that there are 
linkages between 
communities for trails, 
watershed protection, habitat 
connections and adequate 
recreational spaces.  The 
Plan will build on the 1995 
"Special Places Campaign" to 
establish Saratoga PLAN's 
land protection priorities and 
to aid towns throughout the 
county in planning and 
securing resources for 
conservation. 

$19,300 

Thousand 
Islands Land 
Trust 

Clayton, 
Jefferson 
County 

To engage local communities 
and partner organizations in 
the creation of a community-
based conservation plan for 
the Thousand Islands 
landscape.  This project will 

$17,600 



create a new regional 
approach for conservation of 
up to 2,000 additional acres 
along the St. Lawrence River 
and Islands and along major 
creeks feeding the south side 
of the St. Lawrence River, 
from the Village of Cape 
Vincent to Chippewa Bay. 

Wallkill Valley 
Land Trust, Inc. 

New Paltz, 
Ulster County

To develop and implement 
three part campaign (publicity, 
capital, and land 
conservation)  to preserve 
and protect the 350-acre Pine 
Hole Bog, one of the largest 
dwarf shrub bogs in the 
Hudson Valley and a priority 
project area in the 2002 Open 
Space Conservation Plan, as 
well as the associated Black 
Creek watershed and outlet. 

$7,700 

Westchester 
Land Trust 

Bedford Hills, 
Westchester 
County 

To launch a two-year 
comprehensive effort to 
complete 15 new 
conservation easements, in 
addition to land purchases 
and land use reforms, in North 
Salem, Lewisboro and Pound 
Ridge, and nearby towns, that 
will protect important 
biodiversity  in the 22,000 
acre Eastern Westchester 
Biotic Corridor. 

$9,600 

 Category Total  $97,600

CONSERVATION TRANSACTION GRANTS 

ORGANIZATION NY OFFICE 
LOCATION 

PROPOSAL GRANT 
AWARD

Agricultural 
Stewardship 
Association 

Greenwich, 
Washington 
County 

To cover transaction costs 
for easement acquisition on 
the Beattie Farm, a 300-acre 
farm containing a high 
percentage of prime soils 

$6,000 



located on the White Creek. 

Chautauqua 
Watershed 
Conservancy 

Jamestown, 
Chautauqua 
County 

To acquire 27 acres of 
Chautauqua Lake Outlet 
wetlands and conserve 160 
feet of waterfront, including 
expenses associated with 
environmental investigation 
and construction of an 
interpretive kiosk for public 
education.  

$7,200 

Columbia Land 
Conservancy - 
Taconic Ridge 
acquisition 

Chatham, 
Columbia 
County 

To purchase a 93-acre 
forested parcel of land in the 
Taconic Ridge/Harlem Valley 
Region that is visible from 
the Harlem Valley Rail Trail 
and other protected lands, to 
be used as a public 
conservation area. 

$9,600 

Genesee Land 
Trust 

Rochester, 
Monroe 
County 

To cover expenses related to 
the purchase of 5 acres of 
critical migratory bird habitat 
adjacent to Braddock Bay 
with a small Lake Ontario 
beach frontage, adjacent to 
DEC owned land and near 
migratory bird banding 
research station. 

$5,000 

Hudson 
Highlands Land 
Trust 

Garrison, 
Putnam 
County 

To cover costs associated 
with the pending donation of 
a 19-acre parcel of 
undisturbed land to the 
Hudson Highlands Land 
Trust. The property, adjacent 
to NYS-owned parkland, will 
eventually be added to the 
Hudson Highlands State 
Park. 

$6,500 

North Shore Land 
Alliance 

Old 
Westbury, 
Nassau 
County 

To cover expenses related to 
protection of a threatened, 
high conservation value 
property.  The 6-acre 
property sits between a 

$9,600 



house that may be sold for 
development and an 
environmentally sensitive 
pond area which is slated to 
be purchased for passive 
parkland. 

Northeast 
Wilderness Trust-
NY Office 

Essex, 
Essex 
County 

To purchase and preserve 
the 108-acre Northwest 
Boquet Mountain Property, 
which is a vital piece in the 
protection of the Boquet 
Mountain Matrix and Split 
Rock Wildway. 

$9,600 

Orange County 
Land Trust 

Middletown, 
Orange 
County 

To cover expenses 
associated with the purchase 
of a 44-acre easement on 
the Shawangunk Ridge in 
Orange County. 

$9,600 

Teatown Lake 
Reservation, Inc. 

Ossining, 
Westchester 
County 

To cover transaction costs 
associated with donation and 
transfer of an easement on 
17 acres of property that is 
key connection between 
Teatown's Back 40 Trail and 
Westchester County's 
Briarcliff-Peekskill Trail and 
also contains ~8 acres of a 
NYS-DEC Class 2 wetland. 

$9,600 

The Nature 
Conservancy, 
Central & Western 
New York Chapter 

Rochester, 
Monroe 
County 

To cover costs associated 
with the protection of 
strategic parcels comprising 
164 acres in the Honeoye 
Inlet area of the Western 
Finger Lakes region.  The 
Camp Muller tract is 
important to maintaining the 
ecological integrity of the 
Honeoye Inlet region, as the 
property nearly connects the 
newly designated Honeoye 
Inlet Wildlife Management 
Area to Harriet Hollister 
Spencer State Park.  The 

$9,500 



eastern side of the tract 
borders the inlet to Honeoye 
Lake, which contains one of 
the largest silver maple-ash 
swamps in New York.  The 
tract was formerly owned 
and managed by the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

Thousand Islands 
Land Trust 

Clayton, 
Jefferson 
County 

To cover costs related to 
managing and improving 
baseline documentation for a 
31-acre conservation 
easement at a time when the 
organization is preparing for 
significant expansion of its 
activity in purchased 
conservation easements.  

$3,900 

 Category Total  $86,100

 STAFFING GRANTS 

ORGANIZATION NY OFFICE 
LOCATION 

PROPOSAL GRANT 
AWARD 

Albany County 
Land 
Conservancy 

Slingerlands, 
Albany County

To enable 13 year old 
Capital Region land trust 
with 800 acres under fee 
ownership and 300 acres 
under conservation 
easement to hire first full 
time executive director, who 
will be responsible for 
program management and 
development, outreach, 
fundraising and coordination 
of board activities, 
committees, and volunteers. 

$38,000 

Finger Lakes 
Land Trust 

Ithaca, 
Tompkins 
County 

To enable 16 year old 
regional land trust with 
3,251 acres under fee 
ownership and 3,856 acres 
under conservation 
easement in Finger Lakes 
region to hire first land 
protection specialist to 

$28,500 



expand conservation and 
stewardship capacity.  
Additional resources will 
enable improvements in 
project tracking, landowner 
and community relations, 
and protection of priority 
conservation target areas 
within the Cayuga and 
Skaneateles Lake 
watersheds. 

Otsego Land 
Trust 

Cooperstown, 
Otsego 
County 

To enable 18 year old 
regional land trust with 
3,614 acres under 
conservation easement in 
Upper Susquehanna River 
watershed region to hire 
part-time executive assistant 
to build conservation 
capacity and aggressively 
implement Land Trust 
Alliance Standards and 
Practices. 

$24,000 

Rensselaer-
Taconic Land 
Conservancy 

Troy, 
Rensselaer 
County 

To enable 17 year old 
Rensselaer County land 
trust with 149 acres under 
fee ownership and 243 
acres under conservation 
easement to hire first full 
time executive director and 
part-time assistant to build 
capacity for farmland and 
open space protection, 
community outreach, and 
development of sustainable 
funding base to maintain 
stable organizational 
foundation for land 
conservation,  management 
and development, outreach, 
fundraising and  
coordination of board 
activities, committees, and 
volunteers. 

$35,700 



    Category Total $126,200

  

 



ORGANIZATION NY OFFICE LOCATION GRANT AWARD

Genesee Land Trust Rochester, Monroe 
County $35,000.00 

Orange County Land Trust Middletown, Orange 
County $45,000.00 

Winnakee Land Trust Rhinebeck, Dutchess 
County $30,000.00 

$110,000.00 

PURPOSE OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT

2006 Grant Awards - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

TOTAL

To enable a 17-year old Rochester-area land trust with 840 acres under fee ownership, 400 acres under conservation easement, and 1100 
acres under easement with 3rd party enforcement rights to hire its first land protection specialist and expand professional fundraising 
capacity.  The land trust will utilize its enhanced professional capacity to significantly accelerate the pace of land conservation and pursue 
new partnership opportunities in the Greater Rocherster area.

To enable a 13-year old land trust to hire a land protection and stewardship director.  The land trust, which holds 1,072 acres in  fee and 
942 acres under easement, will leverage its strong donor base and accomplished commmunications program to protect critical open space, 
enhance stewardship practices, and build community support in Orange County, the fastest growing county in New York State.

To enable a 17-year old Hudson Valley land trust with 180 acres under fee ownership and 1,237 acres under conservation easement, to 
support its first  full time Executive Director and it first full time program assistant.  Winnakee  Land Trust, which created the 21-mile 
Historic Heritage Greenway Hike & Bike Trail and the 8-mile Hyde Park Heritage Greenway Trail is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.
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Chenango Land Trust Norwich, Chenango 
County $1,000.00 

Columbia Land Conservancy Chatham, Columbia 
County $9,700.00 

Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins County $6,500.00 

Mohonk Preserve New Paltz, Ulster County $8,750.00 

North Elba Land Conservancy Lake Placid, Essex 
County $13,500.00 

PURPOSE OF CAPACITY & EXCELLENCE GRANT

To initiate a campaign to lead board and staff members through a major organizational assessment and faciliate strategic planning process. 
Founded in 1993, the land trust serves Chenango County, which has the highest percentage of protected state lands outside the Catskill 
and Adirondack Parks.  Chenago Land Trust  is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

CAPACITY AND EXCELLENCE GRANTS

To develop a robust, customized stewardship database, based on the successful Vermont Land Trust model, that will improve 
management of 19,000+ acres of conservation easement and fee lands and prioritize stewardship needs.  Columbia Land Conservancy 
will share the database model with other land trusts in New York and across the country.

To enable an eminent organizational development consultant to engage board and staff members of a growing regional land trust in a 
project to complete a comprehensive fundraising/development audit, a two-year fundraising plan, and a major donor fundraising 
workshop.

To develop a model partnership-based easement stewardship program that incorporates GIS maps and biodiversity data for Shawangunk 
Ridge.  Grant funds will enable easement management training for Mohonk Preserve and four neighboring land trusts to incorporate state-
of-the-art mapping techniques into land protection and to more fully implement the Land Trust Standards & Practices.  Mohonk Preserve 
will also update 15 conservation easements and add biodiversity data to six of easements.  Mohonk Preserve, a 43-year old land trust with 
6,592 acres  in fee and 425 acres under easement, is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

To use GIS modeling and conservation planning experts to help the Lake Placid-area land trust and community  identify and prioritize 
place-based conservation priorities. The project will include a conservation action plan and analysis of funding alternatives for top priority 
sites.  North Elba Land Conservancy was founded in 2005 and is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.
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Putnam County Land Trust Brewster, Putnam County $1,600.00 

St. Lawrence Land Trust Canton, St. Lawrence 
County $10,000.00 

Three Village Community Trust. Setauket, Suffolk County $4,000.00 

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust Watertown, Jefferson 
County $5,500.00 

Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park Gansevoort, Saratoga 
County $5,750.00 

$66,300.00 

PURPOSE OF CAPACITY & EXCELLENCE GRANT

To bring the land trust's stewardship program into compliance with the Land Trust Standards & Practices  by improving baseline 
documentation for 17 publicly accessible open space preserves, which comprise 510 acres held in fee.  The project will develop a plan for 
managing future fee acquisitions and upgrading record keeping systems.  Putnam County Land Trust, established in 1969, is a first-time 
NYSCPP grantee.

To refine and implement a strong board development plan, strategic financial plan, and strategic land protection plan, building on work 
funded by a NYSCPP grant awarded in 2005.  This capacity-building project enable the land trust to serve a lead role in the Little River 
Conservation Initiative and more implement the Land Trust Standards & Practices . 

To complete a strategic planning process, working with the Board of Trustees and community partners in Setauket, East Setauket, South 
Setauket and Stony Brook, to review and refine the current strategic plan (2003-2008).  This project will strengthen the land trust's 
fundraising plan and result in a work plan for targeting protection on 800 acres of potential conservation properties (5 acres or larger) that 
remain in this key part of eastern Long Island.  Three Village Community Trust, established in 2004, is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

To enable Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust to partner with the local municipalities and Cornell University's Regional Planning Department 
to develop a comprehesive strategic land conservation plan.  Grant funding will help to prioritize the proactive conservation and new 
partnership opportunities for the entire Tug Hill Plateau region, which includes numerous priority conservation areas listed in the 2005 
NYS Open Space Plan, such as the "Tug Hill Core Forests & Headwater Streams". 

To complete a comprehensive financial and board development plan and facilitated fundraising training  for WWPP staff and board 
members. This project will elevate a community-based organization dedicated to protecting habitat sites for the federally-listed Karner 
blue butterfly to the next level of organizational capacity and financial independence.  Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park, founded in 2001 
in partnership with the State of New York, the Town of Wilton, and The Nature Conservancy, is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

TOTAL
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American Farmland Trust - 
Northeast Region and Western 
New York Land Conservancy

Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County & East 

Aurora, Erie County     
$14,500.00 

Bronx Land Trust, Brooklyn 
Queens Land Trust, and 
Manhattan Land Trust

New York, New York 
County $22,500.00 

$37,000.00 

COLLABORATION GRANTS

TOTAL

This collaboration will initiate an integrated program of strategic planning for the three pioneering New York City land trusts. The project 
will include organizational "visioning" based on extensive community outreach,  long-range planning, and a joint fundraising program for 
64 community gardens held by the trusts.  Grant funding will support  organizational and capacity assessments of each of these urban land 
trusts and result in a plan to recruit and train board members and volunteers for the community gardens.  These New York City land 
trusts, which benefitted from an organizational development grant awarded to the Trust for Public Land in 2004, are first-time NYSCPP 
grantees.

PURPOSE OF COLLABORATION GRANT

This collaboration will engage local governments and other new constituencies to accelerate the pace of farmland conservation across 
Western New York. This collaborative project will expand the organizations' operational, programmatic and fundraising partnership and 
provide regional training for other agricultural land trusts in the region.  The collaboration will enagage new partners, funders, and 
communities in farmland protection in areas of the state with limited farmland conservation experience. AFT is a first-time NYSCPP 
grantee.
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Adirondack Land Trust/Nature 
Conservancy

Keene Valley, Essex 
County $16,350.00 

Agricultural Stewardship 
Association

Greenwich, Washington 
County $16,000.00 

Open Space Institute New York, New York 
County $10,000.00 

Somers Land Trust Somers, Westchester $9,000.00 

Western New York Land 
Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County $16,800.00 

$68,150.00 

To support and enhance a partnership between the Adirondack Land Trust, Tug Hill Commission,  Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust, and 
other stakeholders to develop a joint forest protection strategy for the Black River Valley.  This high-leverage grant project will provide 
funding that will help maintain and restore essential linkages and landscape-scale connectivity between the Adirondacks and Tug Hill 
Plateau.  

To work with local towns, landowners, agencies, and other conservation partners to undertake a major conservation initiative within the 
Hudson River-Route 40 Corridor in Washington and northern Rensselaer counties. This project is expected to conserve 1,000-1,500 acres 
of high-quality farmland in a rapidly developing and agriculturally significant area that serves as a viewshed for Saratoga National Historic
Park, a NYS Open Space Plan focus area.

To develop a regional model for building land conservation partnerships in the Hudson Valley.  OSI will work directly with two local land 
trusts,   Wallkill Valley Land Trust and Woodstock Land Conservancy, by developing an innovative mentoring and training program.  
Grant funds will enable OSI to provide fundraising and conservation finance expertise to the land trusts, enabling them to access 
challenge grants and other resources necessary for accelerating local land protection. This initiative will serve as a model for collaboration 
amongst land trusts in the Hudson Valley and New York State.  Open Space Institute, established in 1967 and responsible for protection 
of 90,000 acres in New York State, is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

CONSERVATION CATALYST GRANTS

TOTAL

PURPOSE OF CONSERVATION CATALYST GRANT

To support a partnership led by Somers Land Trust and involving  Westchester Land Trust and Teatown Lake Reservation in support of 
the 654-acre Angle Fly preserve.  Grant funds will help provide conservation planning assistance and targeted outreach to landowners and 
community partners to ensure long-term management and stewardship of the recently protected Angle Fly preserve, one of the largest 
single open-space purchases in Westchester County history.  Somers Land Trust, founded in 1993, is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

To launch the Niagara Escarpment Legacy Project, an initiative to protect high-conservation value areas in the Niagara Escarpment 
landscape and its vicinity as a contiguous natural environment.  This project will help the land trust work with municpal and community 
partners and funders to protect the last remaining undeveloped parcels along the Niagara Escarpment and to further ecological restoration 
of oak savannah forests and native grasslands in this priority conservation area.
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Agricultural Stewardship 
Association

Greenwich, Washington 
County $4,600.00 

Dutchess Land Conservancy Millbrook, Dutchess 
County $14,000.00 

Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins County $4,750.00 

Genesee Land Trust Rochester, Monroe 
County $2,000.00 

Genesee Valley Conservancy Geneseo, Livingston 
County $1,000.00 

Hudson Highlands Land Trust Garrison, Putnam County $8,250.00 

Lake George Land Conservancy Bolton Landing, Warren 
County $10,000.00 

PURPOSE OF CONSERVATION TRANSACTION GRANT

CONSERVATION TRANSACTION GRANTS

To help enable the bargain purchase of a conservation easement on the 244-acre Mulligan Farm, a scenic farm in the Route 372 special 
project area and Battenkill River Watershed.

To facilitate a purchase of development rights (PDR) project will protect the 189-acre Abel Tree Farm, owned and operated as a farm 
since 1850.  The property includes a historic tree farm and 113 acres of prime and statewide important soils. The Abel Family plans to use 
the PDR funds to expand and diversify their Christmas tree operation by increasing their protection of landscape trees.

To help cover transaction costs associated with the purchase of a 33-acre property at the heart of Grimes Glen.  The project will  include 
providing primary public access to this important attraction, to be conveyed as a gift to Ontario County and subject to a conservation 
easement.

To enable Genesee Land Trust to purchase 14 acres of Salmon Creek Wetlands immediately adjacent to the land trust's Salmon Creek 
Preserve and to 200 acres of New York State & town-held land recently acquired as part of the Braddock Bay Fish and Wildlife 
Management Area.

To help the Genesee Valley Conservancy negotiate and complete an agricultural easement on a 233-acre working dairy farm in 
Groveland. It is hoped that project will serve as a successful model for future land protection efforts with local area farmers.  (2006 grant 
award will be combined with $3550 in previously allocated transaction grant funds, awarded in 2003 and remitted to LTA due project 
delays.)

To facilitate a fee simple donation of a 27-acre undeveloped property in the North Highlands area of the Town of Philipsburg.  HHLT will 
develop a preserve management plan that will result in permanent conservation of a critically important complex of wetland habitat in the 
Highlands Greenway Corridor, a priority area in NYS Open Space Plan.

To help defray survey and other transaction costs incurred by the Lake George Land Conservancy, which will protect a 1,450 acre parcel 
in the Town of Lake George that contains the headwaters of West Brook, a major tributary to Lake George.  Grant funds will support a 
detailed plan to protect and preserve critical near-shore and upland areas in the watershed; reduce discharge of untreated stormwater from 
nearby roads and highways; and minimize land use development impacts to the West Brook watershed.  This is the largest single project 
funded to date by a NYSCPP transaction grant.
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Mianus River Gorge Preserve, 
Inc.

Bedford, Westchester 
County $5,250.00 

Mohawk Hudson Land 
Conservancy

Slingerlands, Albany 
County $4,250.00 

Mohawk Hudson Land 
Conservancy

Slingerlands, Albany 
County $1,000.00 

Mohonk Preserve New Paltz, Ulster County $4,250.00 

Northeast Wilderness Trust-NY 
Office Essex, Essex County $5,500.00 

Peconic Land Trust Southampton, Suffolk 
County $8,500.00 

Putnam County Land Trust Brewster, Putnam County $8,250.00 

Saratoga P.L.A.N. Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County $5,000.00 

PURPOSE OF CONSERVATION TRANSACTION GRANT

To help cover acquisition costs related to protection of a  3-acre parcel in the Town of Pound Ridge that will serve as a critical hardwood 
buffer to the Mianus Gorge.  This compact protection project is crucial to the  integrity of the Mianus River Gorge Preserve, the site of the 
The Nature Conservancy's first habitat protection project more than fifty years ago.  Mianus River Gorge Preserve, which holds 753 acres 
in fee and 183 acres under easement, is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

To enable the Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy to cover survey and legal costs associated with the acquisition of a conservation 
easement on the 37-acre Crauer property in Wolf Hollow.  This project will help protect Chaughtanoonda Creek, a Mohawk River 
tributary, and important archeaological and geological research sites.

To help cover transactions costs  associated with donation of a conservation easement on the 100-acre Schmidt property in Wolf Hollow. 
This project will add to a complex of protected lands in the Wolf Hollow/ Hoffman Fault area that were threatened by development. (2006 
grant award will be combined with $3500 in previously allocated transaction grant funds, awarded in 2003 and remitted to LTA due 
project delays.)

To help enable Mohawk Preserve to leverage additional funding and purchase a conservation easement on the multi-parcel Patinkin 
assemblage.  This project will protect 49 acres of wetlands, streams, forest, and meadow habitat along the Rock Hill Ridge, located in the 
viewshed of the popular Mohonk Preserve Trails.

To enable the Northeast Wilderness Trust to complete purchase and preservation of the 96-acre Murphy property, an key parcel located in 
the Boquet Mountain Forest Block and Split Rock Wildway, a habitat linkage extending from  Champlain Valley lowlands to the Jay 
Range Wilderness in the Adirondack Park. 

To help complete the bargain sale of an important Suffolk County farm that has been in agricultural use for over 100 years.  This project 
will result in permanent conservation of an historic 17-acre farm in an area facing extreme development pressure.

To facilitate the acquisition of 90-acre property in Great Swamp with wetlands and surrounding uplands and to develop a plan allowing 
public access to this new preserve.  Putnam County Land Trust, established in 1969, holds 510 acres in fee and is a first-time NYSCPP 
grantee.

To assist in the completion of a transaction resulting in donations of a 20-acre fee title property and conservation easement that will create 
an important new public access to a forest preserve in the Kayaderosseras Creek Corridor, designated for protection in the NYS Open 
Space Plan. 
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St. Lawrence Land Trust Canton, St. Lawrence 
County $5,700.00 

The Nature Conservancy, Central 
& Western New York Chapter

Rochester, Monroe 
County $7,750.00 

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust Watertown, Jefferson 
County $2,250.00 

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust Watertown, Jefferson 
County $2,250.00 

Wallkill Valley Land Trust, Inc. New Paltz, Ulster County $14,000.00 

$118,550.00 

# TOTAL GRANT AWARD

 

3 $110,000.00

15 103,300.00

5 $68,150.00

20 $118,550.00 

43 $400,000.00TOTAL NYSCPP GRANT AWARDS

GRANT CATEGORY

2005-2006 NYSCPP GRANT SUMMARY

CAPACITY & EXCELLENCE GRANTS

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

CONSERVATION CATALYST GRANTS

CONSERVATION TRANSACTION GRANTS

TOTAL

To complete a conservation easement on a 248-acre property in the town of Osceola, Lewis County. This project will protect a privately 
owned parcel that is close to the The Nature Conservancy's Tug Hill prserve and in watershed of the the East Branch of Fish Creek State 
Forest. area, which surrounds its 14,000-acre Tug Hill preserve and working forest.

To defray land protection costs and help the Wallkill Valley Land Trust achieve the objectives of its $926,000 Two Farms Campaign , an 
initiative to conserve two historic farms in the Town and Village of New Paltz.  The purchase of conservation easements on the Jewett and
Huguenot Street farms will protect 180 acres - including the last remaining working farmland in the Huguenot Street Historic District - 
and nearly a mile of frontage along  the scenic Wallkill River.

PURPOSE OF CONSERVATION TRANSACTION GRANT

To enable the St. Lawrence land trust to close on its first conservation easement, a 40-acre property containing historic structures, old 
growth hardwood forest and 700' of riverfront on the Oswegatchie River.  The project will protect habitat in the Lower St. Lawrence 
River area, listed as a an Important Bird Area by New York Audubon.  historic structures.

To assist with the critical acquisition of 600-acres of forest in three forest blocks totalling 21,000 bank feet of Cattaraugus Creek frontage. 
This project will help connect currently protected acreage into an intact landscape of contiguous, permanently protected blocks of 
forestland.

To complete a conservation easement on a 262-acre property in the town of Osceola, Lewis County.  This project will secure an 
important parcel in the The Nature Conservancy's Tug Hill buffer area, which surrounds its 14,000-acre Tug Hill preserve and working 
forest.
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Genesee Valley Conservancy
Geneseo, Livingston 

County

Two-year grant will enable a 17-year old, western New York land trust with 8,090 acres under  conservation 

easement and 70 acres under fee ownership to hire its first full-time Stewardship Coordinator.  This investment in 

professional capacity will significantly expand landowner outreach and stewardship activities while enabling the land 

trust to build partnerships with local and state government to conserve agricultural lands in and around Livingston 

County.

$41,000

Hudson Highlands Land Trust
Garrison, Putnam 

County

Two-year grant will enable a 18-year old, Hudson Valley land trust with 912 acres under  conservation easement and 

45 acres under fee ownership to hire its first full-time Director of Outreach and Development.  This investment in 

professional capacity will significantly expand  the community outreach and fundraising activities of this growing 

land trust, enabling it to work more effectively with local towns and villages to aggressively meet the land protection 

challenge in the Hudson Highlands area.

$26,000

Manhattan Land Trust/             Bronx 

Land Trust/               Brooklyn Queens 

Land Trust

New York,  New York 

County, Bronx County, 

King County

Two-year grant will enable three New York City-based land trusts, established in 2004 by the Trust for Public Land, 

to hire a full-time Community Organizer.  This investment in professional capacity will enable these pioneering 

urban land trusts to maintain sixty-four community gardens in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx and 

ensure long-term stewardship of New York City's community gardens by increasing public awareness and expanding 

their base of volunteers, garden leaders and financial supporters.

$50,000

$117,000

2007 Grant Awards - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

TOTAL
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Agricultural Stewardship Association
Greenwich, Washington 

County

Project will enable rapidly growing agricultural land trust to upgrade its stewardship progam through updates to 

easement documentation and monitoring data, maps, and other record critical to long-term enforcement of its 50+ 

conservation easements. 

$12,000

Genesee Land Trust
Rochester, Monroe 

County

Project will help land trust to complete a strategic conservation plan that will enable organization to significantly 

expand its activities and program reach in the greater Rochester area.
$7,000

Indian River Lakes Conservancy
Redwood, Jefferson 

County

Project will help all-volunteer land trust develop a priority land protection parcel list that will enable it to capitalize 

on partnering opportunities and participate in wetlands conservation funding provided by the North American 

Wetlands Conservation Council.

$9,000

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
Slingerlands, Albany 

County

Project will help growing land trust develop and launch a comprehensive fundraising and donor development 

program that emphasizes recruitment and cultivation of new donors in the land trust's expanding service area. 
$10,000

Orange County Land Trust
Middletown, Orange 

County

Project will help land trust in fastest growing county in New York State to review and improve its conservation 

easement record-keeping, operational policies and internal guidelines in order to fully implement best business 

practices for land trust organizations. 

$6,500

CAPACITY AND EXCELLENCE GRANTS
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Otsego Land Trust, Inc.
Cooperstown, Otsego 

County

Project will result in a regional Conservation Blueprint that will map and describe strategic conservation areas linked 

with wildlife and recreation corridors and identify regional conservation targets (ecosystems, animals, plants, 

working landscapes and historic sites), enabling the development of new land protection plans.

$9,000

Peconic Land Trust
Southampton, Suffolk 

County

Project will help eastern Long Island land trust develop and implement a Land Prioritization Strategy and enhance its 

Farmland Accessibility Program, an initiative designed to enable local farmers to access farmland in an area facing 

intense development pressures and high land prices. 

$12,000

Pound Ridge Land Conservancy
Pound Ridge, 

Westchester County

Project will help all-volunteer land trust complete surveys and inventories on three public preserves to improve land 

stewardship practices and to comply with best business practices for land trust organizations. Pound Ridge Land 

Conservancy is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

$8,000

Rev. Linnette C. Williamson 

Memorial Park Association

New York, New York 

County

Project will help all-volunteer, inner-city land trust create a website to increase community awareness and 

involvement in fundraising, public relations, and board recruitment.  This Harlem-based neighborhood land trust, the 

Rev. Linnette C. Williamson Memorial Park Association, is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

$2,000

Saratoga P.L.A.N.
Saratoga Springs, 

Saratoga County

Project will help growing land trust develop an innovative Legacy Endowment Program, in association with 

Community Foundation for the Capital Region, enabling the organization to create model initiative for strengthening 

long-term financial capacity and securing increased capital for land conservation in Saratoga County.

$9,700

 

CAPACITY AND EXCELLENCE GRANTS (continued)
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Woodstock Land Conservancy
Woodstock, Ulster 

County

The project will enable local land trust to complete a strategic planning initiative to build the capacity and expertise 

of its board of directors, resulting in the creation and implemention of a prioritized conservation plan for the eastern 

Catskills and Woodstock area.

$3,100

 

ORGANIZATION NY OFFICE LOCATION GRANT AWARD

Mohonk Preserve
New Paltz, Ulster 

County

This collabortion project, which will be coordinated by both the Mohonk Preserve and Wallkill Valley Land Trust, 

will lead to the creation and delivery of a regional land conservation training conference for 125 landowners and 

municipal officials from aruond Ulster County. 

$2,130

Wallkill Valley Land Trust
New Paltz, Ulster 

County

This collabortion project, which will be coordinated by both the Mohonk Preserve and Wallkill Valley Land Trust, 

will lead to the creation and delivery of a regional land conservation training conference for 125 landowners and 

municipal officials from aruond Ulster County. 

$2,130

$92,560

COLLABORATION GRANTS

CAPACITY AND EXCELLENCE GRANTS (continued)

 

TOTAL
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Esopus Creek Conservancy
Saugerties, Ulster 

County

Project will help Esopus Creek Conservancy facilitate and enhance the use of Esopus Bend Nature Preserve by 

creating a learning experience for  Saugerties school teachers and over 1,000 students a year to effectively utilize a 

newly created "Sense of Place" curriculum on the Preserve. 

$14,000

Finger Lakes Land Trust
Ithaca, Tompkins 

County

Project will help the Finger Lakes Land Trust work with local and regional partners to launch the Emerald Necklace 

Greenbelt Conservation Project, an ambitious public-private effort linking 50,000 acres of existing public open 

space.

$25,000

North Shore Land Alliance
Old Westbury, Nassau 

County

Project will help North Shore Land Alliance work with local communities to secure permanent funding for 

conserving undeveloped lands that are critical to protection of Nassau County's largest and most important 

groundwater aquifer.  

$20,000

Open Space Institute
New York, New York 

County

Project will help Open Space Institute develop a Shawangunk Valleys Agriculture Program, which will significantly 

increase opportunities for farmland protection in the Wallkill and Rondout Valleys, particularly through measures 

that help local land trusts access and leverage conservation financing.

$10,000

$69,000

CONSERVATION CATALYST GRANTS

TOTAL
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Agricultural Stewardship Association
Greenwich, Washington 

County

Project will help conserve a 204-acre property in the Hoosic River watershed comprised of prime farmland and 

timberland through donation of a conservation easement.
$8,000

Bronx Land Trust
 New York, Bronx 

County

Project will transfer 16 community garden properties, purchased by the Trust for Public Land from NYC in 1999, to 

the Bronx Land Trust, which was specifically formed to hold and steward these inner-city garden properties.
$6,450

Brooklyn Queens Land Trust
 New York, Kings 

County

Project will transfer 34 community garden properties, purchased by the Trust for Public Land from NYC in 1999, to 

the Brooklyn Queens Land Trust, which was specifically formed to hold and steward these inner-city garden 

properties.

$8,060

Lake George Land Conservancy
Bolton Landing, Warren 

County

Project will help LGLC protect 426 acres along Lake George's eastern shore through purchase of a conservation 

easement on 406 acres and  fee acquisition of another 20-acre parcel.
$7,300

Manhattan Land Trust
 New York, New York 

County

Project will transfer 14 community garden properties, purchased by the Trust for Public Land from NYC in 1999, to 

the Manhattan Land Trust, which was specifically formed to hold and steward these inner-city garden properties.
$4,780

Mianus River Gorge Preserve
Bedford, Westchester 

County

Project will enable acquisition of an 8-acre parcel in the Town of Pound Ridge, protecting a critically important 

wetland and a hardwood forest  buffer adjacent to the famed Mianus River Gorge Preserve.
$8,000

CONSERVATION TRANSACTION GRANTS
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Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
Slingerlands, Albany 

County

Project will create public access to the scenic Wolf Creek Falls, develop trail maps and signage, and support creation 

of a new management plan for the new 138-acre preserve.
$5,900

New York-New Jersey Trail 

Conference

Matakating,  Sullivan 

County                    

(project location)

Project will enable public access to a  key connector that fills a 140-acre gap along the Shawankgunk Ridge Trail in 

the southern Shawankgunk Mountains.  New York-New Jersey Trail Conference is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.
$15,000

North Salem Open Land Foundation
North Salem, 

Westchester County

Project will help cover the transaction costs related to the acquisition of the 63-acre Bloomerside parcel and to 

develop educational programs on the site.  North Salem Open Land Foundation is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.
$15,000

Ontario Bays Initiative
Chaumont, Jefferson 

County

Project will assist with the acquisition and long-term stewardship of a 413-acre, regionally significant wetland 

complex; this will be the first landscape-scale land protection project completed by this all-volunteer land trust.
$3,000

Orange County Land Trust
Middletown, Orange 

County

Project will help conserve, through donation of a conservation easement, 165 acres of open space in Sullivan County 

containing woodlands, an Indian burial ground and numerous historical structures, including an old schoolhouse, 

chapel, farmhouse, and barn.

$15,000

Otsego Land Trust, Inc.
Cooperstown, Otsego 

County

Project will help protect 435 acres along both sides of upper Otego Creek, a state-designated trout stream, near a 

2,300-acre complex of protected public and private lands in Otsego County.
$14,000

CONSERVATION TRANSACTION GRANTS (continued)
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Queensbury Land Conservancy
Queensbury, Warren 

County

Project will protect critical habitat for endangered Karner Blue Butterfly, help local land trust create a nature trail 

along Clendon Brook, and develop  management plan for the new 11-acre nature preserve. Queensbury Land 

Conservancy is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

$9,240

Rev. Linnette C. Williamson 

Memorial Park Association

New York, New York 

County

Project will help cover transaction costs related to transfer from New York City of the Harlem vest-pocket park, to an 

all-volunteer, non-profit organization; this greenspace was established in 1965, the first neighborhood pocket-park 

created in the United States. The Rev. Linnette C. Williamson Memorial Park Association is a first-time NYSCPP 

grantee.

$1,010

Saratoga P.L.A.N.
Saratoga Springs, 

Saratoga County

Project will permanently protect 159 acres along Manning Cove, located on Saratoga Lake, and help to enable public 

access to this important new nature preserve.
$6,500

The Nature Conservancy, Eastern 

New York  Office
Albany, Albany County

Project will help the Conservancy conserve 590 acres in the Lost Clove area of the Catskill Mountains including the 

summit of Balsam Mountain; the protected property abuts the Big Indian Wilderness and Belleayre Ski Center in the 

Catskill Park. The Eastern New York Chapter of The Nature Conservancy is a first-time NYSCPP grantee.

$7,800

Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferon County
Project will help land trust cover transaction costs associated with acquisition of 196 acres for inclusion into the 223-

acre Zenda Farm Preserve in the Thousand Islands region.
$15,000

$150,040

TOTAL GRANT AWARD TOTAL GRANTS

$117,000 3

$92,560 13

$69,000 4

$150,040 17

$428,600 37TOTAL NYSCPP GRANT AWARDS
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS
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Organization NY Office Location Project Summary Grant Award

Agricultural Stewardship Association
Greenwich, Washington 

County

Project will empower this expanding agricultural land trust to upgrade key organizational systems to 

ensure that it has fully implemented Standards and Practices in preparation for accreditation and 

continued organizational growth.

$19,500

Chenango Land Trust
Norwich, Chenango 

County

Project will enable this small, all volunteer land trust to continue working with a consultant to build 

organizational capacity in the areas of fundraising and board development.
$3,500

Columbia Land Conservancy
Chatham, Columbia 

County

Project will result in a comprehensive resource analysis and GIS resources which will be used by 

Columbia Land Conservancy to produce a new strategic land conservation plan for Columbia County.
$20,000

Dutchess Land Conservancy
Millbrook, Dutchess 

County

Project will enable the land trust to create a detailed natural resource inventory and open space maps 

that will help in prioritization and planning for an expansion of strategic conservation efforts in 

Dutchess County.

$14,500

Fire Island Land Trust Sayville, Suffolk County

Project will provide resources needed by this recently established land trust to develop and implement 

a multi-year strategic conservation plan for Fire Island.  Fire Island Land Trust is a first-time 

NYSCPP grant recipient.

$20,000

Genesee Land Trust
Rochester, Monroe 

County

Project will help this growing land trust develop a strategic organizational and fundraising plan that 

is needed to further strengthen the land trust and accelerate the pace of land conservation in the 

greater Rochester Area.

$7,000

Genesee Land Trust
Rochester, Monroe 

County

Project will enable the land trust to improve educational materials and trails on their four primary 

nature preserves, making them more accessible to the community. 
$7,000

Genesee Valley Conservancy
Geneseo, Livingston 

County

Project will provide the land trust with resources necessary to increase the organization's fundraising 

capacity, ensuring that it can sustain its expanding farmland protection program and meet its growing 

stewardship responsibilities.

$7,500

Lake George Land Conservancy
Bolton Landing, Warren 

County

Project will support the efforts of LGLC and local partners and funders to develop a fundraising 

vision for long term protection and stewardship of Lake George and the surrounding area, including 

sensitive areas in the West Brook watershed.

$15,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants
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 2008 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

Organization NY Office Location Project Summary Grant Award

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
Slingerlands, Albany 

County

Project will help the land trust significantly increase public awareness of its land protection program 

in Montgomery County through an outreach program involving local officials, landowners, and 

community leaders. 

$4,000

New York Agricultural Land Trust Preble, Cortland County

Project will help a recently established, all volunteer agricultural land trust develop and implement its 

first strategic outreach plan and fundraising plan.  New York Agricultural Land Trust is a first-

time NYSCPP grant recipient.

$25,000

New York-New Jersey Trail Conference
Sullivan County       

(project location)

Project will support the development of a comprehensive conservation stewardship program for the 

southern Shawangunk region that will leverage continued protection of a trail corridor between NJ-

NY and improve education and public access.

$13,000

Orange County Land Trust
Middletown, Orange 

County

Project will assist this regional land trust in developing a multi-year strategic plan focused on 

marketing, communications, and capacity building strategies to meet new land preservation 

challenges in one of New York's fastest growing counties. 

$10,000

Putnam County Land Trust Brewster, Putnam County
Project will enable the all-volunteer land trust to develop and implement a multi-year strategic plan 

that will result in progress towards  implementation of Land Trust Standards and Practices.
$10,000

Schoharie Land Trust, Inc.
Cobleskill, Schoharie 

County

Project will help this all volunteer land trust in rural Schoharie County to develop and implement a 

strategic plan and fundraising plan and provide additional training for its board members.  Schoharie 

Land Trust is a first-time NYSCPP grant recipient.

$3,700

Westchester Land Trust
Bedford Hills, 

Westchester County

Project will assist this established land trust in developing a new set of preserve management plans as 

part of an initiative to enhance long-term management and stewardship of lands protected in fee in 

Westchester County.

$10,000

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County

Project will allow Western New York Land Conservancy to engage an experienced financial 

consultant to expand its fundraising capacity and implement fundraising strategies needed to advance 

its growing land protection program in western New York.

$14,500

Woodstock Land Conservancy
Woodstock, Ulster 

County

Project will empower this local land trust to create and implement a major strategic fundraising plan 

and provide advanced board member development and training in anticipation of organizational 

growth over the next several years. 

$25,000

$229,200TOTAL

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Organization NY Office Location Project Summary Grant Award

American Farmland Trust
Saratoga Springs, 

Saratoga County

Project will enable the American Farmland Trust to complete updated baseline documentation reports 

on two conservation easement projects completed in the Hudson Valley in 1988 and 1991.  Funding 

will ensure that future baseline documentation reports are in compliance with Land Trust Standards 

and Practices.

$8,350

Cazenovia Preservation Foundation
Cazenovia, Madison 

County

Project will enable this local land trust to update baseline documentation for 16 conservation 

easements, bringing them into compliance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.  Cazenovia 

Preservation Foundation is a first-time NYSCPP grant recipient.

$8,800

Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy
Jamestown, Chautauqua 

County

Project will enable this local land trust to complete a baseline documentation report for its first 

conservation easement, which protects the 16-acre Lutheran Center Lakeshore Forest property on 

Chautauqua Lake.

$2,000

Dutchess Land Conservancy
Millbrook, Dutchess 

County

Project will help land trust staff update 20 of its oldest baseline documentation reports, bringing them 

into compliance with Land Trust Standards and Practices and helping DLC prepare for accreditation. 
$10,000

Hudson Highlands Land Trust Garrison, Putnam County

Project will enable this growing land trust improve baseline documentation on 48 conservation 

easements acquired prior to 2007, bringing them into compliance with Land Trust Standards and 

Practices and helping HHLT prepare for accreditation. 

$10,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Stewardship Grants
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Rensselaer Land Trust Troy, Rensselaer County

Project will enable the land trust to improve baseline information for a 95-acre preserve held in fee, 

bringing them into compliance with Land Trust Standards and Practices and helping RLT prepare for 

accreditation. 

$5,000

Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy High Falls, Ulster County

Project will enable this all-volunteer local land trust to improve baseline documentation on 28 

conservation easements, bringing them into compliance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.  

Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy is a first-time NYSCPP grant recipient.

$10,000

Saratoga P.L.A.N.
Saratoga Springs, 

Saratoga County

Project will enable Saratoga P.L.A.N. to update baseline documentation reports for 20 conservation 

easements, bringing them into compliance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.
$10,000

Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson County

Project will enable the land trust to improve baseline documentation reports for 5 of the 

organization's 54 conservation easements, bringing them into compliance with Land Trust Standards 

and Practices and helping TILT prepare for accreditation. 

$5,000

Winnakee Land Trust
Rhinebeck, Dutchess 

County 

Project will enable this local land trust to update baseline documentation reports on 30 conservation 

easements, bringing the organization into compliance with  Land Trust Standards and Practices.
$10,000

$79,150

Capacity & Excellence Category--Stewardship Grants (continued)
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Organization NY Office Location Project Summary Grant Award

American Farmland Trust
Saratoga Springs, 

Saratoga County

Project will enable American Farmland Trust to engage local partners to accelerate farmland 

conservation in four key counties in Western New York.  The initiative will dramatically increase 

agricultural land protection in Cattaraugus, Erie, Genesee, and Niagara counties by building 

partnerships with land trusts, local governments, and farmers.

$14,500

Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins County

Project will help Finger Lakes Land Trust engage public and private stakeholders, local communities 

and landowners to develop a common vision and a major land conservation plan for the scenic 

Skaneatles Highlands, the region surrounding the southern half of Skaneateles Lake.

$14,500

Mohonk Preserve New Paltz, Ulster County

Project will catalyze a major collaborative effort involving seven local land trusts to leverage a 

comprehensive set of regional services, identify shared resources and challenges, increase efficiency, 

and improve the pace, quality, and effectiveness of land conservation in the Shawangunk Valley and 

throughout Ulster County.

$20,000

North Shore Land Alliance Westbury, Nassau County

Project will support NSLA's work to update and expand a 12-Village Comprehensive Plan that will 

ultimately guide North Shore communities and local leaders in protecting many of Nassau County's 

last remaining wetlands, natural habitat, and open space.  

$16,000

Teatown Lake Reservation
Ossining, Westchester 

County

Project will enable Teatown Lake Reservation to implement its ambitious Bioscape Project, an 

innovative conservation partnership that aims to engage landowners, educate stakeholders, enhance 

private land stewardship, and increase protection of open space and natural habitat adjacent to 

Teatown's 834-acre signature preserve.

$17,000

Three Village Community Trust Setauket, Suffolk County

Project will enable Three Village Community Trust to establish a partnership with the Town of 

Brookhaven to help local officials articulate land protection goals that will be incorporated in 

Brookhaven 2030 , a major new Comprehensive Plan for the Town. 

$10,000

Westchester Land Trust
Bedford Hills, 

Westchester County

Project will lead to a partnership between Westchester Land Trust, Hudson Highlands Land Trust and 

the Highlands Coalition to assess development trends in the Highlands region from 1995-2007.  The 

findings will be shared with local, state, and federal leaders and conservation organizations in New 

York's Hudson Highlands area and help land trusts craft a regional vision for land conservation and 

land use planning. 

$17,500

$109,500TOTAL
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Delaware Highlands Conservancy    (New 

York Office)

 Sullivan County         

(project location)

Two-year grant will enable a 14-year old, Upper Delaware River-based land trust with 6,540 acres 

under conservation easement to expand operations by hiring its first full-time Land Protection 

Specialist in Sullivan County.  This investment in professional capacity will significantly improve 

landowner outreach while enabling the land trust to partner with local and state government and 

dramatically increase private land protection activities in Sullivan and Delaware Counties.

$57,000

Otsego Land Trust
Cooperstown, Otsego 

County

Two-year grant will enable a 20-year old, Otsego County land trust with 4,500 acres under 

conservation easement to hire its first full-time Land Protection Specialist. This investment will 

dramatically increase overall organizational capacity and enable the land trust to expand its land 

protection efforts in ecologically and culturally significant landscapes throughout the 

Otsego/Cooperstown region.

$51,000

Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson County

Two-year grant will enable a 23-year old land trust with 4,100 acres under conservation easement and 

3,500 acres under fee ownership to hire its first full-time Director of Conservation. This investment 

will help the land trust plan and implement a focused land protection program using fee acquisition 

and conservation easements to permanently protect important natural and cultural resources in the 

Thousand Islands region.

$55,000

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust
Watertown, Jefferson 

County

Two-year grant will enable an 18-year old land trust with 3,400 acres under conservation easement in 

the Tug Hill Plateau/Fort Drum region to hire its first full-time Communications and Outreach 

Coordinator.  This investment will dramatically enhance community and donor outreach capabilities 

and enable this land trust to fulfill its land preservation mission in Jefferson, Lewis, and Oswego 

counties.

$57,000

Wallkill Valley Land Trust, Inc. New Paltz, Ulster County

Two-year grant will enable a 21-year old local land trust with 1,237 acres under conservation 

easement and 63 acres under fee ownership in the New Paltz/Wallkill River area to hire its first full-

time Development Director.  This investment will dramatically expand the land trust's fundraising 

capacity, helping it to increase the pace, quality, and permanence of land conservation in Southern 

Ulster County.

$43,000

$263,000

Professional Development Grants
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Agricultural Stewardship Association
Greenwich, Washington 

County

Project will enable acquisition of a conservation easement on a 201-acre working farm, expanding an 

important block of conserved farmland in Washington County and helping to maintain agricultural 

viability in an area threatened by rural sprawl. 

$9,400

Hudson Highlands Land Trust Garrison, Putnam County

Project will help complete a complex conservation buyer project that will result in partial fee 

conveyance of the 27-acre Pincus Preserve.  In 2005, the land trust received a NYSCPP Transaction 

Grant to assist with the initial acquisition of this property.

$15,000

Indian River Lakes Conservancy
Redwood, Jefferson 

County

Project will enable the land trust to acquire two parcels totaling 26-acres that will help consolidate 

and improve public access to the popular Grand Lake Reserve, protecting important aquatic habitat 

and enhancing community enjoyment of this local preserve.

$12,000

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
Slingerlands, Albany 

County

Project will result in a 43-acre nature preserve located near Amsterdam, in Montgomery County.  The 

new preserve will be donated by a local family that has owned the land since the early 1900's and will 

improve opportunities for nature study, birding, and passive recreation in this under-served 

community.

$16,000

Northeast Wilderness Trust-NY Office Essex, Essex County

Project will lead to permanent conservation of the Rowe Property, a 100-acre forested parcel adjacent 

to a 1,000-acre block of conserved lands that protect the Split Rock Wildway, a key habitat corridor 

from Lake Champlain to the High Peaks of the Adirondacks.  

$15,000

Oblong Land Conservancy, Inc. Pawling, Dutchess County 

Project will help acquire and create a management plan for the 112-acre Slocum-Mostachetti 

property.  The new nature preserve will protect ecologically significant habitat located in the Great 

Swamp, one the state's largest wetland complexes.  

$12,500

Saratoga P.L.A.N.
Saratoga Springs, 

Saratoga County

Project will enable fee acquisition of a 90-acre property with highly significant  archaeological and 

wetland habitat features, resulting in a publicly accessible nature preserve with a mile of waterfront 

on Round Lake and the Anthony Kill.  The new preserve will be located less than a mile from the 

Luther Forest Technology Park.

$25,000

St. Lawrence Land Trust
Canton, St. Lawrence 

County

Project will help permanently conserve 45 forested acres of shoreline and protect high quality aquatic 

and riparian habitat along the Lower Raquette River.  The new conservation easement property will 

be adjacent to the 650-acre St. Lawrence State Forest.

$8,500

Conservation Transaction Grants
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Organization NY Office Location Project Summary Grant Award

The Nature Conservancy, Central & Western 

New York Chapter

Rochester, Monroe 

County

Project will lead to fee acquisition of the 128-acre Goodridge parcel, which will significantly expand 

the existing 313-acre Westhill Preserve, a key component of TNC's Western Finger Lakes Priority 

Conservation Area.  TNC has protected 4,000 acres in this area, preventing further fragmentation of 

rare habitat in Ontario County.

$13,000

Three Village Community Trust Setauket, Suffolk County

Project will result in a  management plan for the land trust's first conservation easement property.  

The 10.8-acre nature preserve contains a rare old-growth forest remnant that borders Brookhaven and 

the Village of Poquott.  The preserve is to be named after the late Stephen D. Matthews, who was a 

Trustee of the Village of  Poquott and a champion of the environment on Long Island.

$3,000

Wallkill Valley Land Trust New Paltz, Ulster County

Project will facilitate the donation of a conservation easement on the 52-acre Harcourt Sanctuary in 

the historic town of New Paltz.  Currently owned by the Huguenot Historical Society, this property 

provides access to the Wallkill River and  will protect an important wetland complex that abuts the 

recently protected Jewett Farm.

$6,250

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County

Project will enable a conservation easement donation on the 120-acre Haskins Farm property, 

resulting in permanent protection of productive agricultural lands as well as conservation of wetlands 

and mature hardwood forest and Hemlock-Northern Forest habitat in the upper reaches of the 

Allegheny River watershed.

$8,500

$144,150

 GRANT AWARDS  GRANTS

Total for Category: $308,350  (28 Grants)  

$229,200 18

$79,150 10

$109,500 7

$263,000 5

$144,150 12

$825,000 52
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Battenkill Conservancy
Cambridge, Washington 

County
Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Battenkill Conservancy is an all-volunteer land trust and 
a first-time NYSCPP grant recipient. $5,000

Farm Catskills Delhi, Delaware County
Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Farm Catskills is an all-volunteer agricultural land trust 
and a first-time NYSCPP grant recipient. $5,000

Lake George Land Conservancy
Bolton Landing, Warren 

County
Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices in preparation for national land trust accreditation by 
2011. $5,000

Putnam County Land Trust
Brewster, Putnam 

County
Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices.  Putnam County Land Trust is an all-volunteer land trust. $5,000

Rev. Linnette C. Williamson New York, New York Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practice.  The Park Association owns vest pocket parks and 
$5,000

Capacity & Excellence Grants

Capacity & Excellence Category - Assessment Grants

2009 Land Trust Grant Awards  p. 1   October 1, 2009
New York State Conservation Partnership Program

Rev. Linnette C. Williamson 
Memorial Park Association

New York, New York 
County

Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practice.  The Park Association owns vest pocket parks and 
community gardens in Central Harlem. $5,000

TOTAL $25,000

2009 Land Trust Grant Awards  p. 1   October 1, 2009
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Organization  Location Project Title Grant Award

American Farmland Trust
Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County

Growing Support for Farms and Food in Erie County - Project will enable AFT to partner with Erie County to update the county's 
Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan and expand support for farmland protection in western New York through community outreach. $25,000

Brooklyn Queens Land Trust Brooklyn, Kings County
Towards Financial Sustainability - Project will enable BQLT to build capacity through development and implementation of a fundraising 
plan and board training to improve financial management in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices. $15,000

Cazenovia Preservation 
Foundation

Cazenovia, Madison 
County

Increased Financial Capacity Through Community Engagement - Project will strengthen community connections and build public support 
for CPF's conservation mission and programs by implementing a new communications, outreach and marketing strategy. $8,200

Columbia Land Conservancy
Chatham, Columbia 

County
Community Assistance Program - Project will develop CLC's Community Assistance Program  to provide technical support on land use 
planning and development practices to municipal governments, local officials, and community groups throughout Columbia County. $39,700

Columbia Land Conservancy
Chatham, Columbia 

Conservation Easement Landowner Outreach Program - Project will enable CLC to enhance its conservation easement stewardship 
program by developing a comprehensive, county-wide landowner outreach program.  CLC holds more than 140 easements on over 20,000 $25,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants

2009 Land Trust Grant Awards  p. 2   October 1, 2009
New York State Conservation Partnership Program

Columbia Land Conservancy
Chatham, Columbia 

County
program by developing a comprehensive, county-wide landowner outreach program.  CLC holds more than 140 easements on over 20,000 
acres.

$25,000

Farm Catskills Delhi, Delaware County
Community Outreach to Build Support for Farmland Protection in Deleware County - Project will facilitate development of a 
communications strategy, building local support for farmland protection in the Catskills region.  Farm Catskills is a first-time NYSCPP 
grant recipient.

$5,000

Genesee Valley Conservancy
Geneseo, Livingston 

County
Fee Owned Land Establishment Initiative - Project will enable GVC to expand public awareness of and improve access to its fee-owned 
properties with the addition of interpretive signs, benches, and field tools on two nature preserves open to the public. $3,000

Hudson Highlands Land Trust
Garrison, Putnam 

County

Strategic Land Protection Plan for the Hudson Highlands - Project will enable HHLT to develop a robust GIS based analysis of land and 
natural resources in HHLT's service area which will help identify priority areas and key parcels to target for conservation.  HHLT will use 
this plan as it seeks a land protection goal of 2,000 acres by 2011.

$10,000

Indian River Lakes Conservancy
Redwood, Jefferson 

County

Stewardship and Conservation Plan for the Grand Lake Reserve - Project will enable the all-volunteer IRLC to improve management and 
stewardship practices on its 1,000-acre Grand Lake Reserve in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices, complete a strategic 
conservation plan and a long-term organizational development plan, and develop updated trail maps and brochures.

$10,000

Mianus River Gorge Preserve
Bedford, Westchester 

County

Visitor Entrance Improvements - Project will enable MRGP to make key improvements to the primary entrance area for the 224-acre 
Preserve, enhancing access for 10,000 visitors each year.  In 1964,  Mianus River Gorge Preserve became the first registered National 
Natural Landmark; it was the first property protected by The Nature Conservancy in the 1950's. 

$14,250

2009 Land Trust Grant Awards  p. 2   October 1, 2009
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Oblong Land Conservancy
Pawling, Dutchess 

County 

Transforming Oblong - Project will enable the all-volunteer OLC to hire a stewardship consultant and build capacity by implementing 
goals identified in its recently completed strategic organizational plan, in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.  Much of 
OLC's service area and its protected lands are within the New York City watershed.

$21,000

Ontario Bays Initiative
Chaumont, Jefferson 

County

Point Peninsula: A Blueprint for Conservation - Project will enable the all-volunteer OBI to develop a strategic conservation plan for Point 
Penninsula, an Important Bird Area for Audubon New York and a NYS Open Space Plan priority area, that will identify priority lands for 
protection and expand OBI's strategies for land conservation in the area.

$8,000

Otsego Land Trust
Cooperstown, Otsego 

County

Building Organizational Capacity & Resilience with Community-Based Support - Project will enable OLT to expand its outreach and 
fundraising program, improve board and staff training, and develop information for landowners to secure resources needed to implement 
OLT's Conservation Blueprint for the Leatherstocking Region.

$19,000

Rensselaer Land Trust Troy, Rensselaer County
Building RLT's Fundraising Capacity - Project will support the development of a comprehensive fundraising plan and related outreach 
materials to help RLT - one of New York's first accredited land trusts - to build capacity and achieve its conservation and stewardship 
goals for the Capital District. 

$22,500

Cobleskill, Schoharie 
Working Smarter: Building Systems and Infrastructure - Project will enable the all-volunteer SLT to establish sustainable financial, 

Capacity & Excellence Category - Capacity Grants (continued)
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Schoharie Land Trust
Cobleskill, Schoharie 

County

Working Smarter: Building Systems and Infrastructure - Project will enable the all-volunteer SLT to establish sustainable financial, 
fundraising, and communications programs, develop a landowner and donor database, build a stronger land trust presence in Schoharie 
County.

$7,700

St. Lawrence Land Trust
Canton, St. Lawrence 

County

Little River-Grasse River Conservation Initiative - Project will enable the all-volunteer StLLT to develop a strategic organizational plan 
and a community outreach program to build public awareness and support for efforts to protect the Grasse River corridor and watershed of 
the Little River.

$30,000

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust
Watertown, Jefferson 

County

Implementing Organizational Assessment Recommendations - Project will enable THTLT to prepare for national accreditation in 2011 and 
implement recommendations from its recent organizational assessment, including strategic improvements to its conservation easement 
monitoring and stewardship program.

$17,450

Wallkill Valley Land Trust
New Paltz, Ulster 

County

Strategic Plan and Action Proposal - Project will support WVLT's efforts to complete an updated strategic organizational plan to ensure 
long term success in implementing WVLT's  mission and addressing the conservation needs and priorities of communities in southern 
Ulster County. 

$23,450

Winnakee Land Trust
Rhinebeck, Dutchess 

County 
Strategic Conservation Plan: Developing Comparative Evaluation Tools and  Focus Areas - Project will enable WLT to identify priority 
focus areas and facilitates a proactive, targeted conservation approach in the Town of Red Hook in northern Dutchess County. $25,000

TOTAL $329,250
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 2009 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program 

Organization Location Project Title Grant Award

Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve
Rensselaerville, Albany 

County
Records Update and Boundary Markers - Project will update Huyck Preserve's property records in accordance with Land Trust Standards 
and Practices.  ENHP holds 28 fee properties on 2,000 acres and is a first-time grant recipient. $10,000

 Catskill Center for        
Conservation & Development

Arkville, Delaware 
County

Building Stewardship Capacity: Keeping Up with the Times - Project will update baseline documentation on CCCD's conservation 
easements in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.  CCCD holds 17 easements on 1,569 acres. $8,000

Genesee Land Trust
Rochester, Monroe 

County
Corner Monumentation and Survery Maps - Project will update baseline documentation on 6 GLT conservation easements on 58 acres in 
accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.  GLT holds 16 easements on 1,063 acres. $10,000

Lake George Land Conservancy
Bolton Landing, Warren 

County
Surveys on Two LGLC Properties - Project will update LGLC's property records in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.  
LGLC holds 6 fee properties on 2,775 acres and is preparing for national accreditation in 2011. $10,000

Mianus River Gorge Preserve
Bedford, Westchester 

County
Survey Work for Five High Priority Parcels - Project will update MRGP's property records in accordance with Land Trust Standards and 
Practices.  MRGP holds 82 fee properties on 764 acres and is preparing for national accreditation in 2009. $10,000

Capacity & Excellence Category - Stewardship Grants
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Mohawk Hudson Land 
Conservancy

Slingerlands, Albany 
County

Winn Property Boundary and Ashford Glen and Phillipin Kill Management Plans - Project will update MHLC's property records in 
accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.  MHLC holds 16 fee properties on 1,133 acres. $10,000

Orange County Land Trust
Middletown, Orange 

County
Fuller Mountain Survey - Project will update property records for the 259-acre Fuller Mountain Preserve in accordance with Land Trust 
Standards and Practices.  OCLT holds 17 fee properties on 1,083 acres. $8,000

Otsego Land Trust
Cooperstown, Otsego 

County
Enhancing Stewardship Capacity by Updating Baseline Documentation - Project will update baseline documentation on 12 OLT 
conservation easements in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.  OLT holds 45 easements on 5,200 acres. $10,000

Peconic Land Trust
Southampton, Suffolk 

County 

Peconic Land Trust Stewardship Plan - Project will update records for PLT's fee properties and baseline documentation for its conservation 
easements in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.  PLT holds 83 fee properties on 1,233 acres and 98 conservation 
easements on 2,507 acres.

$7,000

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust
Watertown, Jefferson 

County

West Canada Creek Baseline Documentation Updates - Project will update THTLT's baseline documentation on 3 conservation easements 
and 17 tax parcels on 477 acres in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.  THTLT holds 29 easements on 4,544 acres and is 
preparing for national accreditation in 2011.

$3,600

TOTAL $86,600
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 2009 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program 

Organization Location Project Title Grant Award

American Farmland Trust
Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County

Making the Case for New York's Farmland - Two-year project will utilize AFT's National Assessment of Working Lands at Risk analysis 
to evaluate where and what type of farmland and open space in New York could be lost to development by 2030.   This research supports 
the recommendations of Governor Paterson's Food Policy Council to increase farmland protection funding and fully integrate farmland 
protection into the State's Smart Growth efforts and the NYS Open Space Plan.  AFT will engage stakeholders from around New York to 
guide the research and disseminate the results.

$20,000

Bronx & Manhattan Land Trusts
The Bronx and 

Manhattan, Bronx and 
New York Counties

Urban Garden Connections: Community Outreach Program - Two-year project will strengthen a recently established collaboration 
involving the Bronx Land Trust and Manhattan Land Trust in order to build community support and improve stewardship of more than 30 
inner-city community gardens.  Working in partnership with neighborhood volunteers, New York City and state agencies, and elected 
officials, the outreach and education initiative will raise awareness and improve access to community gardens in the Bronx, Harlem and the 
Lower East Side. 

$39,400

Catskill Center for         
Conservation & Development

Arkville, Delaware 
County

Learning Together on the Land: A Catskill Sense of Place - Two-year project will enable CCCD to partner with the New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection to utilize DEP-protected lands in the New York City watershed and  implement its 
interdisciplinary and hands-on curriculum, "The Catskills" A Sense of Place."  The project will engage teachers and hundreds of students 
from two public school systems, advancing a land conservation and environmental education ethic in the rural Catskills region and 
inspiring the next generation in stewardship.

$30,000

Conservation Catalyst Grants
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Dutchess Land Conservancy &       
Scenic Hudson

Millbrook, Dutchess 
County

West Kerley Corners Road Landscape Scale Farmland Protection Project - Two-year project will enable two accredited land trusts, in 
partnership with Dutchess County, Winnakee Land Trust and the Red Hook Agricultural and Open Space Committee, to launch an 
initiative that will result in the protection of 15 contiguous properties in the Town of Red Hook.  These high-priority lands contain  1,080 
acres of prime farmland and an important woodland buffer.  This ambitious community-based conservation initiative could leverage $8 
million in capital funds and establish a regional model for coordinated farmland protection.

$38,000

Finger Lakes Land Trust
Ithaca, Tompkins 

County

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Protection Initiative - Two-year project will advance a watershed protection initiative, in partnership with 
local landowners and the Town of Canandaigua through an intensive conservation planning process led by FLLT.  The project will result 
in detailed watershed maps, landowner outreach and 200 or more additional acres of protected land in the Canandaigua Lake watershed, an 
Important Bird Area for Audubon New York and the local source of clean drinking water to 60,000 residents. 

$40,000

Fire Island Land Trust Sayville, Suffolk County

FILT Cooperative Management and Education - Two-year project will enable Fire Island Land Trust, established in 2006, to develop 
relationships with the National Park Service, Fire Island National Seashore, Suffolk County, The Nature Conservancy, and Pines 
Conservation Society to support cooperative management and increase landowner involvement in efforts to protect the fragile barrier 
island.  

$20,000

Genesee Valley Conservancy
Geneseo, Livingston 

County

Wyoming County Farmland Conservation - Two-year project will facilitate GVC's efforts, in partnership with American Farmland Trust, 
Western New York Land Conservancy, and Wyoming County, to develop a successful purchase of development rights program for 
farmland protection in Wyoming County.  The project will enable GVC to build on successful efforts in Livingston County and expand its 
farmland protection program into Wyoming County's farming community.

$16,893
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 2009 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program 

Hudson Highlands Land Trust
Garrison, Putnam 

County

Hudson Highlands Land Trust Regional River of Words Project - Two-year project will assist HHLT, in partnership with DEC and 
Garrison's public schools, to develop a Hudson Highlands version of the River of Words curriculum, an acclaimed program that is 
connecting children and communities around the world to their local watersheds.  The project complements education goals in the NYS 
Open Space Plan and will enhance HHLT's presence in the Hudson Highlands.

$20,000

New York-New Jersey              
Trail Conference

Rockland, Orange, 
Sullivan, Ulster, and 

Green Counties (project 
locations)

West Hudson Community Trail Program - Two-year project will enhance public access and promote community support for open space 
protection by expanding trail networks and improving links between public parks and preserves in Rockland, Orange, Sullivan, Ulster, and 
Greene counties. Funding will enable NY-NJTC to provide assistance to local municipalties and private landowners in DEC Regions 3 & 
4, bringing thousands of New Yorkers closer to trailheads and local protected areas.

$40,000

Northeast Wilderness Trust Essex, Essex County

Split Rock Partners Outreach Project - Two-year project will help the recently accredited NWT, in partnership with the Adiondack 
Council, Adirondack Land Trust, The Nature Conservancy's Adirondack Chapter, Eddy Foundation, and New York State, to accelerate the 
pace of land protection in the Split Rock Wildway.  The project will result in a regional strategic conservation plan and expanded 
community outreach and education programs.  The project is ultimately intended to conserve a 20,000-acre biodiversity and wildlife 
habitat corridor linking the Adirondacks and the Lake Champlain Valley.  

$35,000

North Shore Land Alliance
Westbury, Nassau 

Expanding Environmental Education and Stewardship Programming at Roosevelt Preserve - Two-year project will enable NSLA, in 
partnership with Nassau County and the Town of Hempstead, to develop an innovative environmental education and stewardship program 
in the Roosevelt Preserve, a 70-acre forested parcel within a highly developed area of Nassau County. Through this community service $25,000

Conservation Catalyst Grants (continued)
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North Shore Land Alliance
Westbury, Nassau 

County
in the Roosevelt Preserve, a 70-acre forested parcel within a highly developed area of Nassau County. Through this community service 
program, NSLA will greatly expand stewardship and environmental education opportunities for minority and low income residents in this 
underserved area. 

$25,000

Orange County Land Trust
Middletown, Orange 

County

Community Gardens in the Cities of Orange County - Two-year project will help OCLT establish community gardens in low-to-moderate 
income neighborhoods in the cities of Middletown and Port Jervis and make improvements at OCLT's Peoples Garden in the city of 
Newburgh. This project will deepend OCLT's constituency and increase urban green space and local food production in Orange County, 
the fastest growing suburb in New York City's metropolitan area, providing residents new opportunities to engage in community 
conservation and stewardship.

$19,500

Peconic Land Trust
Southampton, Suffolk 

County 

Charnews Farm Outreach Project - Two-year project will enable PLT, in partnership with the Town of Southold's Farmland Protection 
Program and North Fork community volunteers, to develop and implement a sustainable agriculture and outreach program at the 23-acre 
Charnews Farm.  The project will build on PLT's successful Quail Hill Farm model, a protected farm that supports a popular community 
supported agriculture and apprenticeship program in Amagansett.  

$30,000

Westchester Land Trust
Bedford Hills, 

Westchester County

Connecting with Nature Through Questing - Two-year project will help WLT, in partnership with North Salem Open Land Foundation, 
develop a new Quest program on four public access nature preserves.  The Quests will attract new visitors and connect children and adults 
to these special places using an innovative educational game that highlighs the area's natural and human history.  This project could serve 
as a model for other land trusts, state agencies, and municipalities interested in enagaging local communities in local parks and preserves 
through discovery and experiential nature education. 

$12,100

TOTAL $385,893
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 2009 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program 

Organization  Location Project Title Grant Award

Agricultural Stewardship 
Association

Greenwich, Washington 
County

Two-year grant will enable this 19-year old agricultural land trust with 8,361 acres under conservation easement to hire its first Outreach 
and Program Coordinator to assist with fundraising and expand its community outreach programs in Washington and northern Rensselaer 
counties.  Grant includes a guided organizational assessment in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.

$65,000

Genesee Land Trust
Rochester, Monroe 

County

Two-year grant will enable this 20-year old Rochester-area land trust with 1,229 acres under conservation easement and 859 acres in fee 
ownership to raise its Executive Director and two other staff to full-time status and become a regional leader in conservation. Grant 
includes technical assistance in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.

$55,000

Mohawk Hudson Land 
Conservancy

Slingerlands, Albany 
County

Two-year grant will enable this 17-year old Capital District land trust with 631 acres under conservation easement and 1,133 acres in fee 
ownership to hire its first Development Director, increase fundraising capacity and implement a major development plan.  Grant includes 
technical assistance in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.

$60,000

Professional Development Grants
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New York Agricultural                  
Land Trust

Preble, Cortland County
Two-year grant will enable this 3-year old regional agricultural land trust to protect 5,000-10,000 acres in next 5 years by hiring its first 
Director of Conservation Programs and increasing assistance and services to landowners and state, county, and municipal partners in 
farmland protection.  Grant includes a guided organizational assessment in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.

$75,000

Saratoga P.L.A.N.
Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County

Two-year grant will enable this 22-year old land trust with 1,583 acres under conservation easement and 1,514 acres in fee ownership to 
hire its first Director of Development & Community Support, expanding PLAN's regional presence and strengthening its community 
outreach program throughout Saratoga County.  Grant includes a guided organizational assessment in accordance with Land Trust 
Standards and Practices.

$55,000

Western New York                         
Land Conservancy

East Aurora, Erie 
County

Two-year grant will enable this 18-year old land trust with 3,500 acres under conservation easement and 603 acres in fee ownership to hire 
its first Development Coordinator, develop a major fundraising program, and expand community outreach throughout Erie and Niagara 
counties.  Grant includes a guided organizational assessment in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.

$75,000

Woodstock Land Conservancy
Woodstock, Ulster 

County

Two-year grant will enable this 21-year old Hudson Valley land trust with 157 acres under conservation easement and 208 acres in fee 
ownership to hire its first full time Executive Director and a part-time Outreach and Membership Coordinator to transform the capacity of 
WLC's conservation and education programs in Woodstock and the eastern Catskills. Grant includes a guided organizational assessment in 
accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.

$75,000

TOTAL $460,000
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 2009 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program 

Organization  Location Project Title Grant Award

Agricultural Stewardship 
Association

Greenwich, Washington 
County

Braymer Farm Property - conservation easement (149.4 acres).  Project will enable ASA to partner with The Conservation Fund to 
purchase a bargain-sale conservation easement on a working farm in the Batten Kill River watershed, expanding a significant block of 
conserved land near the New York/Vermont border.

$7,500

Delaware Highlands Conservancy
Bethel, Sullivan County 

(project location)

Bethel Farm Property - conservation easement (119 acres). Project will help DHC, in partnership with Sullivan County, to acquire a 
conservation easement on a high-priority property with wetlands, wildlife habitat, and agricultural potential in the Upper Delaware River 
watershed.

$13,250

Finger Lakes Land Trust
Ithaca, Tompkins 

County

Grimes Glen Protection Project - fee acquisition (32 acres) - Project will enable FLLT, in partnership with DEC and Ontario County, to 
acquire and permanently protect the heart of Grimes Glen, one of the Finger Lakes Region's premier gorges.  FLLT will maintain public 
access to this cherished natural area.

$14,907

Mohonk Preserve
New Paltz, Ulster 

County

Giant's Ledges - fee acquisition  (175 acres) - Project will facilitate a partnership involving Mohonk Preserve and the Open Space Institute 
to acquire and manage two properties at the extreme northern end of the Shawangunk Mountain range.  The project will protect some of 
the last stands of healthy hemlocks on the Shawangunk Ridge and habitat for rare plant and animal species.

$20,600

New York-New Jersey              
Trail Conference

Monroe, Orange County 
(project location)

Shirazi-Monroe Property - fee acquisition (63 acres). Project will help NY-NJTC, in partnership with the Palisades Interstate Park 
Commission and Orange County, to complete the bargain-sale purchase of a key pacrel adjacent to the Sterling Forest State Park, 
expanding an important natural area in close proximity to the New York City metropolitan area.

$3,000

Conservation Transaction Grants
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Trail Conference (project location)
expanding an important natural area in close proximity to the New York City metropolitan area.

$3,000

Orange County Land Trust
Middletown, Orange 

County

Kezialain Farm Property - conservation easement (166 acres). Project will help OCLT, in partnership with the NYS Department of 
Agriculture & Markets and Orange County, to facilitate the purchase of development rights on a family farm in the Town of Minisink. The 
working farm has been in the Lain family since 1775 and is now one of the few producers of USDA certified organic grass-fed beef in the 
greater Hudson Valley region.

$9,500

Saratoga P.L.A.N.
Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County

McNight Property - fee acquisition  (60 acres).  Project will allow Saratoga PLAN to conserve woodland and wetland habitat for the 
threatened Blanding's Turtle, providing educational, recreational, and scenic benefits to the public.  The project abuts the Wilton Wildlife 
Preserve & Park and is in the NYS Open Space Plan's Saratoga County Wetlands and Sandplains Recovery Area.

$10,000

St. Lawrence Land Trust
Canton, St. Lawrence 

County

Grasse River Property - conservation easement (182 acres).  Project will help StLLT protect an environmentally signficant property that 
contains farmland, wetlands and 2,500' of riparian habitat on the Grasse River, approximately one mile south of Canton and the Little 
River confluence. This project will triple the number of acres protected by the all-volunteer StLLT.

$7,500

The Trust for Public Land,           
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office

Marlborough, Ulster 
County

Milton Riverfront Park Project - fee acquisition (14.5 acres). Project will help TPL, in partnership with the Town of Marlborough, Scenic 
Hudson, and the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, to acquire the Milton-Agway property and create a natural 
public recreation area, establishing the community's first direct public access to the Hudson River.

$40,000

Wallkill Valley Land Trust
New Paltz, Ulster 

County

Old Ford Farm Project - conservation easement  (51 acres).  Project will enable WVLT to put a conservation easement on property 
containing quality agricultural soils and wetlands along the Wallkill River, a NYS Open Space Plan priority area.  The parcel is contiguous 
to the first property conserved by WVLT in 1989 and is the site of a recently established farm that grows locally grown food for the New 
Paltz community.

$4,500

TOTAL $130,757
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 2009 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program 

Grant Funding # of Grants 

$440,850 34

Assessment Grants (5) $25,000

$329,250

$86,600

Summary of 2009 Conservation Partnership Program Grant Awards 

Grant Category

Stewardship Grants (10)

Capacity  Grants (19)

Capacity & Excellence Grants
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$385,893 14

$460,000 7

$130,757 10

$1,417,500 65

Conservation Catalyst Grants

Professional Development Grants

Transaction Grants

TOTAL: 2009 NYSCPP GRANTS
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 2011 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

ORGANIZATION                                           

*First time grantees are in bold

NY OFFICE 

LOCATION
PROJECT SUMMARY GRANT AWARD

Esopus Creek Conservancy Saugerties, Ulster County Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Esopus Creek 
Conservancy is an all-volunteer land trust. $5,000

Great Swamp Conservancy
Canastota, Madison 

County
Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Great Swamp 
Conservancy is an all-volunteer land trust and a first-time NYSCPP grant recipient. $5,000

Greene Land Trust
Coxsackie, Greene 

County
Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Greene Land Trust 
is a first-time NYSCPP grant recipient. $5,000

Kingston Land Trust Kingston, Ulster County Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Kingston Land 
Trust is a new, urban land trust and a first-time NYSCPP grant recipient. $5,000

Mohonk Preserve New Paltz, Ulster County Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices in preparation for 
land trust accreditation in 2012. $5,000

Nassau Land Trust Garden City Park, Nassau 
County Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. $5,000

North Shore Land Alliance Westbury, Nassau County Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices in preparation for 
land trust accreditation in 2012. $5,000

Oblong Land Conservancy Pawling, Dutchess 
County 

Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Oblong Land 
Conservancy is an all-volunteer land trust. $5,000

Ontario Bays Initiative Chaumont, Jefferson 
County

Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Ontario Bays 
Initiative is an all-volunteer land trust. $5,000

Somers Land Trust Somers, Westchester 
County

Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Somers Land Trust 
is an all-volunteer land trust. $5,000

Southern Madison Heritage Trust Hamilton, Madison 
County

Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Southern Madison 
Heritage Trust is an all-volunteer land trust. $5,000

Three Village Community Trust Setauket, Suffolk County Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Three Village 
Community Trust is an all-volunteer land trust. $5,000

Yonkers Land Conservancy
Yonkers, Westchester 

County
Guided Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Yonkers Land 
Conservancy is an all-volunteer land trust and a first-time NYSCPP grant recipient. $5,000

TOTAL $65,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Assessment Grants

2011 Land Trust Grants
New York State Conservation Partnership Program



 2011 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

ORGANIZATION                                           

*First time grantees are in bold

NY OFFICE 

LOCATION
PROJECT SUMMARY GRANT AWARD

Agricultural Stewardship Association Greenwich, Washington 
County

ASA's Sustainable Positioning - Project will enable ASA to develop policies, update records, and 
assemble the required materials to apply for national accreditation in 2012. $25,000

Bronx and Manhattan Land Trusts
The Bronx and New 

York, Bronx and New 
York Counties

Fundraising/Communications Plan for MLT and BLT - Project will facilitate the development and 
implementation of a long-range fundraising and communications plan for the Bronx and Manhattan 
Land Trusts. 

$20,000

Brooklyn Queens Land Trust Brooklyn, Kings County Strengthen BQLT Financial and Land Management - Project will enable BQLT to educate members 
of the board on fiscal responsibility and improve financial systems and accountability. $15,000

Capital District Community Gardens Troy, Rensselaer County
Capacity Building Assistance Fundraising and Development - Project will enable CDCG to 
strengthen fundraising and board development in preparation for hiring a full-time development 
coordinator to increase the organization's capacity as a leading urban land trust. 

$30,000

Cazenovia Preservation Foundation Cazenovia, Madison 
County

Strategic Land Conservation Plan Development - Project will enable CPF to develop a GIS based 
analysis of land and natural resources in CPF's service area, identifing focus areas for proactive 
conservation efforts. 

$9,000

Columbia Land Conservancy Chatham, Columbia 
County

Planned Giving Program Development - Project will support CLC's work to develop and launch a  
planned giving campaign in celebration of the land trust's 25th anniversary. $30,500

Cragsmoor Conservancy Cragsmoor, Ulster County
Strategic Planning - Project will enable this all-volunteer land trust to develop a strategic 
organizational plan, including a new mission statement, vision statement, and action plan to guide the 
land trust's conservation work in Ulster County. 

$4,500

Farm Catskills Delhi, Delaware County

Strengthening Farm Catskills Capacity for Excellence - Project will enable Farm Catskills to 
implement recommendations from a recent organizational assessment with focus on board 
development and policies to improve finacial accountability, recordkeeping, and communications 
practices. 

$9,500

Genesee Land Trust Rochester, Monroe 
County

Genesee Land Trust Capacity Grant for Accreditation - Project will enable GLT to allocate additional 
staff time and intern hours to prepare files and application materials and register for national 
accreditation in 2011. 

$14,000

Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo Buffalo, Erie County
Securing Community Gardens on Vacant Land in Buffalo - Project will allow GGB to explore new 
opportunities to secure long-term, permanent protection of vacant land for community gardens in the 
City of Buffalo.

$22,000

Great Swamp Conservancy
Canastota, Madison 

County

Great Swamp Conservancy - Project will enable this all-volunteer land trust to upgrade and 
professionalize its communication materials and launch a promotional campaign to increase the land 
trusts visibility and recognition in the community. 

$3,750

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants

2011 Land Trust Grants
New York State Conservation Partnership Program



 2011 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

ORGANIZATION                                           

*First time grantees are in bold

NY OFFICE 

LOCATION
PROJECT SUMMARY GRANT AWARD

Greene Land Trust
Coxsackie, Greene 

County

Greene Land Trust Organizational Capacity Improvement - Project will assist in implementing the 
organization's recently adopted strategic goals, including building community support, improving 
financial management and recordkeeping, and planning for increased capacity.

$8,500

Indian River Lakes Conservancy Redwood, Jefferson 
County

IRLC Comprehensive Outreach, Membership, Fundraising Program - Project will support the all-
volunteer IRLC as it begins the transition to becoming a staffed and sustainable organization by 
developing and implementing comprehensive outreach, membership, and fundaising programs to 
generate long-term community engagement and financial support.

$25,000

Mianus River Gorge Preserve Bedford, Westchester 
County

Community Outreach Initiative - Project will support this accredited land trust's efforts to strengthen 
and expand marketing and communications, including completing website upgrades, developing 
promotional materials, exploring social media opportunities, and identifying new supporters and 
potential partners. 

$25,000

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy Slingerlands, Albany 
County

Adopt a Forest Lot - Project will enable MHLC to develop, implement, and evaluate a community 
forestry program based on the successful community garden models, allowing urban and suburban 
children and families access to forested land. This pilot project will take place on two of MHLC's 
preserves near downtown Albany.

$6,900

Nassau Land Trust Garden City Park, Nassau 
County

Shorterm Farm Restoration & Longterm Farm Master Planning - Project will assist Nassua Land 
Trust in the management of the 5-acre Grossman Farm property owned by Nassua County, focusing 
on short-term restoration needs, a long-term master plan for stewarding the property, and a capital 
campaign to support continued work on this demonstration farm. 

$20,000

New York Agricultural Land Trust Preble, Cortland County
Specialized Easement Planning and Fundraising Training - Project will support NYALT's efforts to 
update a fundraising and outreach plan and to train staff and board members on conservation 
easement planning and drafting.

$10,500

New York-New Jersey Trail Conference

Greene, Orange, 
Rockland, Sullivan and 

Ulster Counties                       
(project location)

West Hudson Community Trails - Project will allow the Trail Conference to assist communities in 
open space stewardship through responsible trail building, providing access and connecting 
stakeholders to land through trail design, building constituencies for open space protection through 
trails and hiking. 

$15,000

Oblong Land Conservancy Pawling, Dutchess 
County 

Oblong's PR/ Media Requirement - Project will enable OLC to engage an expert to assist the land 
trust in strengthening public relations and media communications, as well as build fundraising 
capacity. 

$2,400

Orange County Land Trust Middletown, Orange 
County

Foodsheds and land protection in the lower Hudson Valley - Project will facilitate organizational 
planning to develop strategies and programs to support food production and conservation in the urban 
and suburban landscape north of New York City.

$7,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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 2011 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

ORGANIZATION                                           

*First time grantees are in bold

NY OFFICE 

LOCATION
PROJECT SUMMARY GRANT AWARD

Otsego Land Trust Cooperstown, Otsego 
County

Expanding Conservation Capacity & Excellence in the Otsego Region - Project will facilitate a 
merger between OLT and an all-volunteer land trust based in Cooperstown, NY supporting 
completion of baseline documentation reports, a new management plan, and a public planning 
process for the newly acquired fee and easement properties. 

$35,000

Pound Ridge Land Conservancy Pound Ridge, Westchester 
County

Armstrong Preserve Project-Land Steward/ Community Educator - Project will enable the all-
volunteer PRLC to strengthen community engagement and support of suburban land conservation 
through the development of an environmental education program on the 43-acre Armstrong Preserve.

$12,500

Putnam County Land Trust Brewster, Putnam County
Records Management and Storage - Project will enable the all-volunteer PCLT to implement 
recommendations from a recent organizational assessment, focusing on improvements to records 
management and storage to bring them into compliance with Land Trust Standards and Practices. 

$4,200

Saratoga P.L.A.N. Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County

Saratoga PLAN Management Planning - Project will enable Saratoga PLAN to begin preparing for 
national accreditation, bringing its records into compliance with Land Trust Standards and Practices 
and completing management plans on more than 2,000 acres and 25 fee-owned properties.

$24,500

Southern Madison Heritage Trust Hamilton, Madison County
Public Access and Education Project - Project will enable the all-volunteer SMHT to expand an 
existing trail system on the Leland Reserve, provide additional public access for the community and 
expand educational programing for 5th graders at the Hamilton Central School. 

$2,000

Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson County
Zenda Farm Preseve Management Plan Project - Project will enable TILT to engage the SUNY 
Environmental Science and Forestry Department of Landscape Architecture to complete a 
management plan for the 405-acre Zenda Farm Preserve.

$12,000

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust Watertown, Jefferson 
County

Building a Responsive and Resilient Land Trust - Project will enable this recently accredited land 
trust to build capacity for communications and fundraising and to develop improved financial 
systems. 

$25,000

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County
Preparing for Organizational Excellence, The Road to Full Implementation of Land Trust Standards 
and Practices - Project will enable WNYLC to prepare for national accreditation in 2012 and 
implement recommendations from its recent organizational assessment.

$25,000

Woodstock Land Conservancy Woodstock, Ulster 
County

Positioning the Woodstock Land Conservancy for Land Protection Success in Woodstock and the 
Eastern Catskill Mountains: Strategic Planning and Implementation - Project will support WLC's 
efforts to implement goals identified in the land trusts strategic plan, including coaching on board/ 
staff roles and responsibilities, organizational structure, and website upgrades to improve public 
outreach and engagement.  

$25,000

$468,750
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Genesee Valley Conservancy Geneseo, Livingston 
County

Railroad Bed Trail Survey: Project will update property records for the 30-acre Railroad Bed Trail 
property in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices. GVC holds 2 fee properties on 70 
acres and applied for accreditation in 2011.

$7,500

North Salem Open Land Foundation North Salem, Westchester 
County

Baseline Update Project: Project will update baseline documentation on 9 of NSOLF's older 
conservation easements in accordance with Land Trust Standards and Practices. NSOLF has12 
easements on 443 acres.

$10,000

Putnam County Land Trust Brewster, Putnam County Preserve Management Plans: Project will update records for PCLT's fee properties in accordance 
with Land Trust Standards and Practices. PCLT holds 21 fee properties on 680 acres. $9,000

Woodstock Land Conservancy Woodstock, Ulster 
County

Advancing Fee-Owned Land Stewardship at the Woodstock Land Conservancy: Project will update 
property records for 4 of WLC's fee owned properties in accordance with Land Trust Standards and 
Practices. WLC holds 10 fee properties on 208 acres.

$10,000

TOTAL $36,500
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American Farmland Trust Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County

Strengthening Land Trust Connections with Beginning Farmers -Two- year project will enable AFT 
to partner with NY land trusts to engage beginning farmers and to focus on ways to remove barriers 
for entry into farming and access to farmland. 

$30,000

Capital District Community Gardens Troy, Rensselaer County

Outreach and Education for Conservation - Two-year project will enable CDCG to expand outreach 
and education its successful Community Gardening Program to meet increasing demand for 
community garden plots. CDCG will collaborate with community centers and other partners to 
deliver workshops, hands on demonstration classes, and gardener mentoring programs to novice 
gardeners. 

$25,000

The Catskill Center for Conservation and 
Development

Arkville, Delaware 
County

Catskill Region Leadership Institute - Two-year project will enable the Catskill Center to improve 
elected officials' understanding of the economic and environmental benefits of land conservation in 
the Catskill region and NYC watershed through training and web-based resources.  

$16,500

Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy Jamestown, Chautauqua 
County

Chautauqua Watersheds Conservation Stewardship Program - Two-year project will allow the CWC 
to partner with the Chautauqua Lake Management Commission, Chautauqua Lake Association, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service and other partners to deliver a multifaceted landowner 
education and outreach program to assist landowners in adopting watershed friendly land use and 
conservation practices, and to explore new land protection opportunities in the Chautauqua Lake 
Watershed.  

$35,000

Kingston Land Trust Kingston, Ulster County
Kingston Rail Trail Connections Project - Two-year project will enable Kingston Land Trust to 
launch a public planning process to pursue strategies to restore linkages to the City of Kingston via 
historic transportation pathways. 

$12,500

Mohonk Preserve New Paltz, Ulster County

Shawangunk-Joppenburg Mountain Public Planning Process - Two-year project will enable Mohonk 
Preserve, in partnership with the Open Space Institute, to launch a public planning and community 
visioning process to identify strategies for restoring and creating connections to the Wallkill Valley 
Rail Trail as it extends north towards the City of Kingston.  

$20,000

North Shore Land Alliance Westbury, Nassau County

A Small Farm Initiative - Two-year project will bring together key stakeholders to initiate 
conversation about local food, land use, and interaction between farmers and community residents. 
NSLA will host two summits, one in 2011 and one in 2012 to advance local farming initiatives that 
benefit small farmers, gardeners, and the local community.  

$24,000

Northeast Wilderness Trust Essex, Essex County 
(project location)

Split Rock Wildway Conservation Phase 2- Two-year project will enable NWT to partner with DOT, 
DEC, timber land and agricultural land owners to identify barriers to wildlife migration and adjust 
management practices to better suit wildlife migration. NWT will also create a long-term monitoring 
process to track wildlife migration over time and measure the benefits of land conservation in the 
wildway.

$20,000
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Otsego Land Trust Cooperstown, Otsego 
County

Oaks Creek Blueway Trail - Two-year project will focus on connecting people with land and water 
by linking new public access sites along a 15-mile water trail from the headwaters at Canadarago 
Lake to the confluence with the Susquehanna River. 

$20,000

Saratoga P.L.A.N. Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County

Transfer of Development Rights (TDR), Community Conservation Tool - Two year project will 
enable Saratoga PLAN to partner with Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy to coordinate a team of 
muncipal officials, developers, and researchers to analyze the implications for communities 
considering TDR programs to achieve conservation and smart growth goals. 

$20,000

Westchester Land Trust Bedford Hills, 
Westchester County

Helping Local Farming Become Sustainable - Two-year project will allow WLT to expand its 
Farmers Network Program, making it a permanent part of WLT's work. The focus of the Farmers 
Network is to help Westchester farms become more sustainable by encouraging landowners to 
permanently protect their land through conservation easements, matching farmers and landowners, 
and bringing together key stakeholders to discuss topics relevent to the local farming community. 

$20,000

TOTAL $243,000
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Delaware Highlands Conservancy Narrowsburg, Sullivan 
County

Two-year grant will enable this 17-year old land trust working in the Upper Delaware River 
Watershed (10,822 acres under conservation easement) to hire a part-time Outreach & Development 
Coordinator, expanding the land trust's fundraising and communications work and providing 
additional capacity in New York's Delaware and Sullivan counties. 

$45,000

Hudson Highlands Land Trust Garrison, Putnam County

Two-year grant will enable this accredited, 22-year old Hudson Valley land trust (1,462 acres under 
conservation easement and 20 acres in fee ownership) to expand a part-time Membership & Public 
Policy Coordinator position to full-time, giving this regionally significant land trust more capacity to 
communicate with and engage its members, the community, and state and local elected leaders. 

$50,000

Huyck Preserve and Biological Research 
Station

Renesselaerville, Albany 
County

Two-year grant will enable this 80-year old Capital Region land trust and nationally recognized 
biological research stations (2,000 acres in fee ownership) to hire a Ph. D level scientist for a full-
time Director of Conservation Education position, strengthening outreach and educational programs, 
and implementing the organization's new stewardship plan. Grant includes funding for a Standards 
and Practices Assessment.

$75,000

Lake George Land Conservancy Bolton Landing, Warren 
County

Two-year grant will enable this 23-year old land trust (5,957 acres under conservation easement and 
657 acres in fee ownership) to hire a full-time Land Protection Specialist to identify new conservation 
opportunities and oversee the stewardship and management of the organization's existing land 
portfolio. Grant includes technical assistance to implement Land Trust Standards and Practices as 
preparation for accreditation. 

$55,000

Rensselaer Land Trust Troy, Rensselaer County

Two-year grant will enable this accredited, 24-year old  Capital Regoin land trust (530 acres under 
conservation easement and 211 acres in fee ownership) to hire a second staff member, a part-time 
Development & Communications Coordinator, increasing fundraising capacity, expanding 
community outreach, and improving the land trust's visibility in Rensselaer County. Grant includes 
funding for a Standards and Practices Assessment.

$36,600

Winnakee Land Trust Rhinebeck, Dutchess 
County 

Two-year grant will enable this 22-year old Hudson Valley land trust (2,150 acres under conservation 
easement and 181 acres in fee ownership) to hire a full-time Director of Development to manage all 
aspects of fundraising including events, membership, appeals, donor relations, and expansion of 
Winnakee's dedicated stewardship fund. 

$60,000

TOTAL $321,600

Professional Development Grants
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Agricultural Stewardship Association Greenwich, Washington 
County

Hoosic River Watershed Project - conservation easement (287 acres) - Project will enable ASA to 
partner with the Castanea Foundation to permanently protect two agricultural properties in 
Washington County within the Hoosick River Watershed.

$10,000

Delaware Highlands Conservancy Narrowsburg, Sullivan 
County      

Mongaup Sanctuary - conservation easement (102 acres) - Project will enable DHC to acquire a 
conservation easement on a high-priority property containing rare and endangered species while 
supporting sustainable forestry and ptotecting water quality in the New York City Watershed.

$4,500

Dutchess Land Conservancy Millbrook, Dutchess 
County

Pierson Farm - conservation easement (174 acres) - Project will help Dutchess Land Conservancy 
facilitate the purchase of development rights on a historic family farm in the Town of LaGrange. The 
land has been in the Pierson family for over 100 years and is currently being used to farm hay for 
local farmers. 

$28,500

Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins County

Berntsson/ Millier Acquisition - fee aquistion (169 acres) - Project will enable FLLT to make public 
access improvements and develop a comprehensive management plan for the recently acquired 
Berntsson/ Miller property. This critical parcel is the first link in the Emerald Necklace, a crescent of 
50,000 acres of open space around the southern end of Cayuga Lake near Ithaca.

$35,000

Genesee Land Trust Rochester, Monroe 
County

Alasa Farms - conservation easement (607 acres) - Project will enable GLT to permanently protect a 
working farm and farm animal rescue and rehabilitation center located on Sodus Bay, an embayment 
of Lake Ontario.  A $607,000 grant from the USDA NRCS Farm and Ranchland Protection Program 
will help with the purchase price of the easement. 

$35,000

Genesee Valley Conservancy Geneseo, Livingston 
County

Indian Fort Nature Preserve - fee acquisition (65 acres) - Project will allow GVC to develop and 
implement a management plan and create public access for this recently acquired forested parcel 
located in the Town of Geneseo. This property is historically significant, containing one of the few 
remaining undisturbed Iroquois sites in New York State. 

$20,000

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy Slingerlands, Albany 
County

Barber Property - fee aquistion (287 acre) - Project will help MHLC acquire and develop public 
access for this priority parcel located along the southern end of the Helderberg Escarpment in the 
Town of New Scotland. The property is adjacent to a 106-acre parcel MHLC protected in 2007 with 
a conservation easement. 

$6,700

New York Agricultural Land Trust Preble, Cortland County
Lacey Family Farm Project - conservation easement (300 acres) - Project will enable NYALT to 
accept the donation of a conservation easement on a working farmily farm in Cayuga County. This 
will be NYALT's first donated easement project. 

$12,700

Ontario Bays Initiative Chaumont, Jefferson 
County

Eldrett Property - conservation easement  (183 acres) - Project will enable OBI to accept the donation 
of a conservation easement and create a comprehensive stewardship and management plan for a 
property located in Jefferson County that has been maintained by the owners as a nature preserve 
open to the public for the last 25 years. 

$8,250

Conservation Transaction Grants
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Rensselaer Land Trust Troy, Rensselaer County
Robert Ingalls Preserve - fee acquisition (30 acres) - Project will assist RLT in developing a 
management plan and public access for an important parcel that provides many opportunities for 
community enjoyment including fishing, hiking, snowshoeing, skiing, and birding. 

$15,000

Teatown Lake Reservation Ossining, Westchester 
County

Croft Acquisition Project - fee acquisition (72 acres) - Project will enable Teatown Lake Reservation 
to permanently protect a priority parcel in the Croton-on-Hudson biodiversity area with scenic, 
recreational, and ecological value. Located adjacent to Teatown's exisiting 834-acre preserve, this 
critical parcel will link to existing trails, expanding access for public use.

$30,000

The Nature Conservancy, Central & Western 
New York Chapter

Rochester, Monroe 
County

Lake Ontario Shaker Heights Land Company Acquisition - fee acquisition (478 acres) - Project will 
allow TNC to partner with NYSDEC to permanently protect an environmentally significant property 
containing coastal wetlands, forest land, a riparian corridor, and shrub/ scrub habitat. This project 
complements GLT's conservation of Alasa Farms, as both are located in the Lake Ontario Basin 
along Sodus Bay.

$20,000

The Trust for Public Land, New York 
Regional Office

New York, New York 
County

Depot Place - fee acquisition (0.58 acres) - Project will enable TPL to partner with the Port Authority 
to facilitate the acquistion and transfer of this parcel to NYC Parks as permanently protected 
parkland. The property will conserve approximately 400 feet of shoreline along the Harlem River and 
will help with completion of the planned Harlem River Promenade.

$20,000

Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson County

Murray Isle Acquisitions - fee acquisition (64 acres) - Project will allow TILT to accept the donation 
of three parcels located in the interior of Murray Island, Jefferson, NY. In accordance with the 
landowners wishes, TILT will manage them as a forever wild nature preserve, providing critical 
habitat for the migratory songbird populations and waterfowl.

$16,500

Three Village Community Trust Setauket, Suffolk County

Tyler Homestead and Patriots Rock Property - conservation easement (3.5 acres) - Project will allow 
TVCT to fullfill its dual mission of "preserving and protecting land and historic structures" by 
permanently protecting the historic Tyler homestead and gardens and a woodland area surrounding 
Patriot's Rock, site of a pivotal Revolutionary War battle.

$5,000

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust Watertown, Jefferson 
County

Kerry & Schuler Properties - conservation easement (612 acres) - Project will enable THTLT to 
partner with Ft. Drum and Ducks Unlimited through the Army Compatible Use Buffer Program to 
purchase agricultural easements on the Kerry and Schuler Properties in Jefferson County.

$9,000

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County

Dale Road Farm - conservation easement (57 acres) - Project will enable WNYLC to permanently 
protect a working farm in the rural community of Gasport, Niagara County. Public access to the 
parcel will allow  the opportunity to provide farm tours, u-pick services, and educational programs 
for the community.

$6,500

TOTAL $282,650

Conservation Transaction Grants
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 2011 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

Funding # of Grants

$65,000 13

$468,750 29

$36,500 4

$570,250 46

$243,000 11

$321,600 6

$282,650 17

$1,417,500 80

Transaction Grants  (3,490 acres)  

TOTAL 2011 GRANTS

Summary  - 2011 New York State Conservation Partnership Program Grants 

Grant Category

Standards and Practices Assessment Grants

Capacity  Grants

Capacity & Excellence Grants  (All)

Professional Development Grants 

Stewardship Grants

Conservation Catalyst Grants 
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2012 FINAL GRANT AWARDS  2012 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

New York State Conservation Partnership Program

Organization                                                  
*Accredited Land Trusts are in Bold

NY Office Location Project Summary Grant Award

Central New York Land Trust Syracuse,  Onondaga County Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practice.  Central New York Land Trust is 
a first-time Conservation Partnership Program grant recipient. $5,000

Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins County Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices  in preparation for national land 
trust accreditation in the next three years. $5,000

North Elba Land Conservancy North Elba, Essex County Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices.  North Elba Land Conservancy 
is an all-volunteer land trust. $5,000

Orange County Land Trust Middletown, Orange County Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices  in preparation for national land 
trust accreditation in the next three years. $5,000

Placid Lake Foundation Lake Placid, Essex County Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices.  Placid Lake Foundation is a 
first-time Conservation Partnership Program grant recipient. $5,000

Wallkill Valley Land Trust New Paltz, Ulster County Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices  in preparation for national land 
trust accreditation in the next three years. $5,000

TOTAL $30,000

2012 Conservation Partnership Program Grant Awards 

Capacity & Excellence Category--Assessment Grants
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Agricultural Stewardship Association Greenwich, Washington 
County

Building Greater Community Support for Food and Farms - Project will enable ASA to engage new 
communities and constituencies for farrmland conservation, including the cities of Troy, Rensselaer, and 
Glens Falls.

$20,000.00

American Farmland Trust Saratoga Springs, Saratoga 
County

Developing a Farmland Protection Engagement Campaign to Save New York's Farmland - Project will 
support the development of a long-range fundraising and communications campaign to attract and mobilize 
new audiences to support AFT's farmland protection work in NY. $25,000.00

Capital District Community Gardens Troy, Rensselaer County
Capacity Building Assistance, Fundraising and Development (Phase II) - Project will enable CDCG to 
build on a 2011 Capacity Grant in order to strengthen fundraising and board development, enhance training 
for board members, and update the organization's strategic plan. 

$30,000

Cazenovia Preservation Foundation Cazenovia, Madison County
Strategic Organizational Planning - Project will support CPF's work to develop a comprehensive five-year 
strategic organizational plan to direct its land conservation and historic preservation activities through the 
year 2018.

$5,300

Delaware Highlands Conservancy Narrowsburg, Sullivan County
Outreach and Development Enhancement - Project will assist DHC's efforts to expand outreach and 
development capacity in NY through enhanced and targeted outreach and programming in Sullivan and 
Delaware County. 

$22,500

Dutchess Land Conservancy Millbrook, Dutchess County
GIS Toolkit Enhancement - Project will enable DLC to update and make significant improvements to its 
county-wide Geographic Information System (GIS), enhancing its land protection program and  strategic 
conservation planning capabilities.

$25,000.00

Farm Catskills Delhi, Delaware County
Pilot Project for Accepting Land or Easements for Affordable Farmland - Project will support Farm 
Catskills as it evaluates options for conserving farmland, holding conservation easements, and pursuing 
partnerships to promote affordable farmland in the Catskills Region. 

$5,250.00

Genesee Land Trust Rochester, Monroe County North Coast Campaign - Project will enable GLT to launch a major capital campaign and raise funds to 
support conservation of the 627-acre Alasa Farms. $35,000.00

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants
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Genesee Land Trust Rochester, Monroe County
Connecting to Nature in the City - Project will support GLT's efforts to strengthen relationships with local 
neighborhood groups and the City of Rochester by building a community stewardship program for the new 
El Camino Trail and Conkey Corner Park.

$15,000.00

Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo Buffalo, Erie County
Building Capacity for Land Conservation in Buffalo - Project will assist Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo 
with the implementation of its new strategic plan, initially developed with funding from a 2011 Capacity 
Grant, in order to preserve urban community gardens and promote urban agriculture in Buffalo.

$24,000.00

Great Swamp Conservancy Canastota, Madison County
Capacity Building and Planning for Transition to a Staffed Organization -  Project will enable the all-
volunteer GSC to hire a part-time contractor to oversee the daily operations of the land trust and lead the 
board in implementing recommendations from a recent Standards and Practices Assessment. 

$20,000.00

Greene Land Trust Coxsackie, Greene County
Strategic Conservation Plan - Project will support Greene Land Trust's work to develop a Strategic 
Conservation Plan which will identify lands currently protected in Greene County and determine the land 
trust's land protection goals and priorities for the future.  

$8,000.00

Hudson Highlands Land Trust Garrison, Putnam County Hudson Highlands Strategic Plan Project - Project will enable HHLT to update its strategic plan to guide 
the land trust through 2017 and prepare for accreditation renewal in 2013. $20,000.00

Indian River Lakes Conservancy Redwood, Jefferson County
Continuing To Build For Sustainability: Outreach, Membership and Development - Project will support 
IRLC's work to build organizational capacity and financial resources necessary to ensure that this all-
volunteer land trust becomes a strong, effective and sustainable organization that can continue to grow.  

$15,000.00

Lake Champlain Land Trust
Clinton, Essex, and 

Washington Counties (project 
area)

Enhancing New York Land Protection Around Lake Champlain - Project will enable Lake Champlain 
Land Trust to expand its landowner and community outreach, programming and conservation planning 
efforts along the western shore of Lake Champlain. Lake Champlain Land Trust is a first-time 
Conservation Partnership Program grant recipient. 

$20,000.00

Lake George Land Conservancy Bolton Landing, Warren 
County

Summer Steward Intern and Summer Education Intern - Project will enable LGLC to partner with the  
Student Conservation Association and contract with two student interns to assist with preserve 
management and easement monitoring, and to develop and implement educational programs for children, 
adults and local families. 

$8,300.00

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy Slingerlands, Albany County
Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy Accreditation - Project will support MHLC's accreditation preparation 
efforts, including a review of the land trust's Land Trust Standards and Practices  assessment and 
completion of the accreditation application in 2012.

$7,200.00

Mohonk Preserve New Paltz, Ulster County

GIS Repository & Needs Assessment Project - Project will enable Mohonk Preserve to build a 
comprehensive, centralized repository for its Geographic Information System (GIS) data, assess its GIS 
mapping needs, and set priorities for future GIS-based conservation planning in and around the Mohonk 
Preserve.

$9,500.00

Nassau Land Trust Garden City Park, Nassau 
County

Educational, Volunteer, and Community Programs at Crossroads Farm at Grossmann's - Project will 
support NLT's efforts to expand and institutionalize its educational, volunteer and community programs at 
Crossroads Farm at Grossmann's in Malverne on Long Island. 

$10,000.00

North Salem Open Land Foundation North Salem, Westchester 
County

Preserves Survey Project - Project will enable NSOLF to commence survey and marking of boundaries  on 
23 fee-owned nature preserve properties on approximately 750 acres, bringing the land trust into 
compliance with Land Trust Standards and Practices.

$20,000.00

Ontario Bays Initiative Chaumont, Jefferson County
Policy Development & Implementation Related to Future Pursuit of Accreditation - Project will support 
OBI's work to implement recommendations from a recent Land Trust Standards and Practices  assessment 
in anticipation of accreditation in the next three years. 

$6,500.00

Orange County Land Trust Middletown, Orange County
Conservation Financing for Orange County Land Trust - Project will enable OCLT to enhance its 
Development Director's role in order to build fundraising capacity and evaluate public and private 
opportunities to initiate a new model for land conservation finance in the county. 

$20,000.00

Otsego Land Trust Cooperstown, Otsego County
Supporting Growing Conservation Efforts in the Otsego Region - Project will enable OLT to make 
improvements to its internal business systems, including financial management and reporting and 
organizational record keeping in preparation for national land trust accreditation in 2013.

$20,000.00

Placid Lake Foundation Lake Placid, Essex County

Placid Lake Foundation Outreach Project - Project will enable Placid Lake Foundation to partner with the 
North Elba Land Conservancy in order to convene and educate local landowners, attorneys, accountants, 
and land trust board members about conservation easements, and to contract with a consultant to evaluate a 
potential merger of the two all-volunteer land trusts.

$7,500.00

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Rensselaer Land Trust Troy, Rensselaer County
Preparing for Accreditation Renewal -  Project will support RLT's efforts to evaluate its progress in 
implementing Land Trust Standards and Practices  since becoming accredited in 2007 and to prepare the  
land trust for accreditation renewal in 2013.

$17,000.00

Saratoga P.L.A.N. Saratoga Springs, Saratoga 
County

Planning for Perpetuity - Project will enable Saratoga PLAN to complete a facilitated strategic planning 
process designed to guide and focus the land trust's county-wide land protection, community planning, and 
educational programs over the next 3-5 years. 

$30,000.00

St. Lawrence Land Trust Canton, St. Lawrence County

Connecting Our Community:  Building a Communication and Fundraising Plan - Project will enable SLLT 
to build an integrated communication and fundraising plan to more effectively communicate its mission, 
educate local landowners and communities in rural St. Lawrence County and raise additional financial 
support.

$12,000.00

Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson County

TILTreks & Talks Program Expansion and Enrichment - Project will support TILT's efforts to further 
develop its signature TILTreks & Talks outreach program in order to expand the land trust's educational 
and recreational opportunities for the community and to recruit additional financial support for the 
organization.

$12,000.00

Urban Garden Connections                        [Bronx 
Land Trust & Manhattan Land Trust]

The Bronx and New York, 
Bronx and New York Counties

Building our Land Trusts -  Project will support community organizing and outreach to gardeners, enhance 
board development and training for these pioneering urban land trusts and enable the organizations to 
partner with the Student Conservation Association to hire a bilingual intern to update their outreach and 
communications program. 

$25,000.00

Wallkill Valley Land Trust New Paltz, Ulster County
Board Training - Project will enable Wallkill Valley Land Trust and neighboring Orange County Land 
Trust to partner for the purpose of engaging a facilitator and strengthening both organizations by providing 
fundraising and donor development training for board members. 

$8,600.00

Westchester Land Trust Bedford Hills, Westchester 
County

Communications Plan - Project will enable WLT to hire a consultant to build a communications platform 
that will allow the land trust to make improvements in the areas of fundraising, outreach, external 
communications, and programming thereby increasing the participation of the land trust's members and 
constituency. 

$22,000.00

Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park Wilton, Saratoga County

Reaching a Larger Audience: Community Outreach and Conservation Internship Project - Project will 
enable Wilton Wildlife to partner with the Student Conservation Association to hire an intern for the 
Preserve's popular environmental education programs, increasing use of the preserve and meeting the land 
trust's three goals of education, conservation and recreation.  

$17,500.00

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Winnakee Land Trust Rhinebeck, Dutchess County 
5-Year Organizational Strategic Plan and Financial Development Plan for Endowment - Project will enable 
WLT to revise its organizational strategic plan and draft a development plan for its stewardship fund and 
ongoing operations needs. 

$18,000.00

Woodstock Land Conservancy Woodstock, Ulster County

Expanding Land Conservation Capacity & Excellence - Project will enable WLC to implement 
recommendations from a 2011 Land Trust Standards and Practices  assessment and develop an expanded 
strategic conservation plan to broaden community support and position the land trust for additional projects 
in Woodstock and the eastern Catskills. 

$25,000.00

TOTAL $586,150

Organization                                                  
*Accredited Land Trusts are in Bold

NY Office Location Project Summary Grant Award

Adirondack Land Trust Keene Valley, Essex County
Conservation Easement Record Keeping - Project will enable the Adirondack Land Trust to update and 
improve recordkeeping systems for its extensive portfolio of conservation easements in preparation for 
national land trust accreditation.

$10,000.00

Oblong Land Conservancy Pawling, Dutchess County 
Baseline Update - Project will enable OLC to bring baseline documentation reports for 15 conservation 
easements into compliance with Land Trust Standards and Practices in preparation for national land trust 
accreditation.

$10,000.00

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County
Filling in the Blanks for Future Stewardship Integrity - Project will enable WNYLC to complete current 
condition reports and management plans for two fee-owned properties in preparation for national land trust 
accreditation.  

$10,000.00

TOTAL $30,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Stewardship Grants

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Columbia Land Conservancy Chatham, Columbia County
Columbia County Farmland Protection Collaborative - Two-year project will help CLC launch a new 
conservation partnership with Scenic Hudson and local farmers that is expected to result in permanent 
protection of approximately 1,000 acres of prime agricultural lands in Columbia County.

$18,962.00

Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve Rensselaerville, Albany County
Engaging Local School Districts as Partners - Two-year project will support the Huyck Preserve's efforts to 
expand science and environmental education opportunities for area students and to help the Preserve serve 
as an outdoor classroom for four local school districts.

$22,500.00

Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins County
Upper Susquehanna Critical Areas Project (Western Region) - Two-year project will enable FLLT to 
partner with Otsego Land Trust, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and other local partners to advance land 
conservation in the Upper Susquehanna watershed, recently ranked America's most endangered river.

$35,000.00

Mohonk Preserve New Paltz, Ulster County
Mohonk Preserve Foothills Planning Project - Two-year project will enable Mohonk Preserve to partner 
with Open Space Institute and local/regional community stakeholders to determine appropriate ways in 
which to manage 857 acres acquired by OSI from the owners of the Mohonk Mountain House in 2011.

$30,000.00

New York-New Jersey Trail Conference Orange, Sullivan, and Ulster 
Counties (project area)

Southern Gunks Greenway Campaign - Two-year project will build the Trail Conference's campaign to 
raise funds to acquire and conserve an unbroken corridor of publicly accessible lands along the Shawagunk 
Ridge Trail, linking the Catskills to the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area.  

$27,000.00

Open Space Institute Orange County (project area)

Hudson Highlands Connectivity Project - Two-year project will enable OSI to formalize partnerships with 
Orange County Land Trust, Hudson Highlands Land Trust and key agencies to develop and implement a 
vision for long-term ecological connectivity, recreation and scenic protection in the Western Hudson 
Highlands.  

$31,000.00

Otsego Land Trust Cooperstown, Otsego County
Upper Susquehanna Critical Areas Project (Eastern Region) - Two-year project will enable OLT to partner 
with Finger Lakes Land Trust, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and other local partners to advance  
conservation in the Upper Susquehanna watershed, recently ranked America's most endangered river.

$30,000.00

Peconic Land Trust Southampton, Suffolk County 
Farms for the Future - Two-year project will enable PLT to build and expand its successful Farms for the 
Future initiative in order to address farmland accessibility, affordability, and sustainability in western 
Suffolk County on Long Island.  

$15,000.00

Conservation Catalyst Grants
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Teatown Lake Reservation Ossining, Westchester County

Long Term Data Collection on Protected Lands - Two-year project will enable Teatown Lake Reservation 
to collaborate with the Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies and three local land trusts to design a model 
framework for long-term data collection on protected land and to track regional trends, including climate 
change, deer impacts, invasive plants, and water quality degradation. 

$37,500.00

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County
Niagara Escarpment Legacy (Phase II) - Two-year project will enable WNYLC to begin the 
implementation phase of a multi-year project intended to protect and restore approxinately 320 acres of 
private and public lands along the Niagara Escarpment. 

$38,400.00

TOTAL $285,362

Conservation Catalyst Grants (continued)
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Brooklyn Queens Land Trust Brooklyn, Kings County

Two-year grant will enable a 6-year old urban land trust working in Brooklyn and Queens to expand a part-
time Program Coordinator to full-time, expanding the land trust's community programs, as well as its 
administrative and fundraising capacity.  BQLT owns and manages 32 community gardens in Brooklyn 
and Queens. Grant includes a Land Trust Standards and Practices  Assessment.

$75,000.00

Champlain Area Trails Westport, Essex County

Two-year grant will enable a 3-year old land trust operating in Essex County to create a full-time position 
that will strengthen local community outreach and improve its communications to landowners, supporters 
and project partners in the Champlain Valley. Grant includes a Land Trust Standards and Practices 
Assessment.

$50,000.00

Genesee Valley Conservancy Geneseo, Livingston County

Two-year grant will enable this accredited, 22-year old land trust with 13,300 acres under conservation 
easement and 140 acres in fee ownership to establish a full-time, permanent position of Land 
Conservationist to oversee the organization's conservation and landowner outreach program in Livingston 
and Wyoming counties.

$45,000.00

Mianus River Gorge Preserve Bedford, Westchester County

Two-year grant will enable this accredited, 59-year old land trust with 175 acres under conservation 
easement and 769 acres in fee ownership to create a full time staff position combining a rigorous scientific 
background with grant development and fundraising skills.  The Mianus River Gorge Preserve was the first 
project of the Nature Conservancy in the 1950's.

$75,000.00

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust Watertown, Jefferson County
Two-year grant will enable this accredited, 21-year old land trust with 6,815 acres under conservaton 
easement to hire a full-time Land Protection Manager who will oversee the land trust's rapidly growing 
farmland protection program, developed in partnership with Ft. Drum and the US Department of Defense.   

$75,000.00

TOTAL $320,000

Professional Development Grants
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Agricultural Stewardship Association Greenwich, Washington 
County

Quincy Farm - conservation easement (49 acres) - Project will enable ASA to partner with the Open Space 
Institute to permanently protect a working farm with productive soils, scenic vistas, woodlots and wetlands 
adjacent to the Saratoga National Historic Battlefield. 

$10,000.00

Columbia Land Conservancy Chatham, Columbia County Stuyvesant Farms - conservation easement (166 acres) - Project will support CLC's efforts to partner with 
local farmers to protect high-value agricultural parcels in the Town of Stuyvesant, Columbia County. $11,800.00

Delaware Highlands Conservancy Narrowsburg, Sullivan County
Sulphur Springs Farm - conservation easement (161 acres) - Project will enable DHC to complete its first 
agricultural easement in New York State and ensure the permanent protection of prime farmland in the 
Town of Liberty, Sullivan County.

$11,200.00

Hudson Highlands Land Trust Garrison, Putnam County

Jaycox Park-to-Park Connection Project - fee acquisition (50 acres) - Project will facilitate a partnership 
between HHLT, New York State, Open Space Institute, New York-New Jersey Trail Conference, and other 
partners to permanently protect a parcel of land that will create a sought-after linkage between  Hudson 
Highlands State Park Preserve and Clarence Fahnestock Memorial State Park.

$16,000.00

Indian River Lakes Conservancy Redwood, Jefferson County

Conservation Management and Public Access Improvements - fee acquisition (548 acres) - Project will 
enable IRLC to develop conservation management plans for and make public access improvements to lands 
acquired in 2011 through the US Fish and Wildlife Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, in partnership with 
Ducks Unlimited. 

$9,800.00

North Elba Land Conservancy North Elba, Essex County
Intervale Lowlands - conservation easement (133 acres) - Project will enable the NELC to permanently 
protect a high conservation value property on the West Branch of the Ausable River, conserving significant 
natural and scenic resources in the Lake Placid community. 

$9,400.00

North Shore Land Alliance Westbury, Nassau County
Conveyance of Nature Conservancy Preserves - fee acquisition (65 acres) - Project will enable NSLA to 
complete appraisals and surveys in preparation of conveyance from The Nature Conservancy of four 
preserves to NSLA for use as nature preserves and public recreation areas.

$20,000.00

Rensselaer Land Trust Troy, Rensselaer County

Staalensen Preserve - fee acquisition (23.5 acres) - Project will enable RLT to permanently protect one of 
the last remaining undeveloped tracts of land in the City of Troy, and to partner with the City of Troy, local 
residents, and Capital District Community Gardens to develop a management plan for public use and 
enjoyment.

$20,000.00

Conservation Transaction Grants
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The Nature Conservancy - Central and Western 
New York Chapter Rochester, Monroe County

Shed Antler - fee acquisition (514 acres) -  Project will enable TNC to acquire an important timberland 
property and expand its 14,500-acre Tug Hill Conservation Area, furthering its goal to conserve 25,000 
acres in the Tug Hill region.

$20,000.00

Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson County
Sweet Tract - fee acquisition (81.5 acres) - Project will enable TILT to permanently protect a unique 
property in the Thousand Islands that harbors significant wetland and forest habitat for a variety of species, 
including several New York State threatened species. 

$20,000.00

Wallkill Valley Land Trust New Paltz, Ulster County

Joppenbergh Mountain Management Plan - fee acquisition (118 acres) - Project will enable WVLT to 
develop and implement a management and public access plan for this parcel, which was acquired in 2011 
and expected to be transferred to the Town of Rosendale. This project will ultimately also enhance local 
access to the popular Wallkill Valley Rail Trail. 

$8,250.00

Westchester Land Trust Bedford Hills, Westchester 
County

Maryknoll Sisters - conservation easement (42 acres) - Project will enable WLT to partner with the 
Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic, a private religious organization, and complete a conservation easement 
on their historic campus, which borders the Croton-to-Highlands Region Biodiversity Area.

$9,538.00

TOTAL $165,988

Conservation Transaction Grants (continued)
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Capital District Community Gardens Troy, Rensselaer County Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. $5,000

North Salem Open Land Foundation North Salem, Westchester 
County Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices in preparation for accreditation. $5,000

The Wetland Trust Burdett, Schuyler County Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices.  The Wetland Trust is an all-
volunteer land trust and a first time NYSCPP applicant. $5,000

TOTAL $15,000

Detailed Roster of 2013 Conservation Partnership Program Grant Awards 

Capacity & Excellence Category--Assessment Grants
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Adirondack Land Trust Keene Valley, Essex County
Conservation Easement Record Keeping - Grant will enable the Adirondack Land Trust to update and 
improve recordkeeping systems for its extensive portfolio of conservation easements in preparation for 
national land trust accreditation.

$10,000.00

American Farmland Trust Saratoga Springs, Saratoga 
County

Phase two of AFT's Engagement Campaign to Accelerate Farmland Protection in NY - Grant will support a 
statewide conference promoting farmland protection and  development of action kits to engage and 
mobilize local food consumers to act to preserve farmland. 

$10,000.00

BANG Land Trust Brooklyn, Kings County
Property Survey and Water Maintenance - Grant will support survey work on community garden properties 
and address water maintenance needs on three properties held by the Brooklyn Alliance of Neighborhood 
Gardens (BANG). BANG is a first time NYSCPP applicant. 

$3,700.00

Battenkill Conservancy Cambridge, Washington 
County

Strategic Action Plan (SAP) and Community Park Development Plan Implementation - Grant will enable 
the all-volunteer Battenkill Conservancy to implement goals of their 2011-2013 Strategic Action Plan 
(SAP) and its 2012 Community Park Development Plan, focusing on local outreach and membership 
development. 

$8,000.00

Capital District Community Gardens Troy, Rensselaer County
Organizational Capacity Building: Outreach and Marketing - Grant will support CDCG's efforts to further 
expand its program to increase community engagement and funding support through enhanced social 
media, public relations and marketing in the Capital Region cities it serves.

$20,000.00

Catskill Center for Conservation and Development Arkville, Delaware County

Student Conservation Association (SCA) Intern - Grant will enable the Catskill Center to partner with SCA 
to hire a six-month intern to assist with conservation easement monitoring and support delivery of 
educational programs, including the Center's Lark in the Park program and Catskill Naturalist Apprentice 
Program (CatNAP).

$20,000.00

Cazenovia Preservation Foundation Cazenovia, Madison County
Membership Organization and Development - Grant will allow Cazenovia Preservation Foundation to 
design and implement specific membership, communications, and development activities to increase 
membership support and engagement to ensure long term capacity to sustain its programs.

$10,000.00

Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy Jamestown, Chautauqua 
County

Conservation Lands Management Program - Grant will support Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy's 
efforts to bring its lands management program into compliance with Standards and Practices by surveying 
11 properties and developing updated management plans for 6 properties.

$15,000.00

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants
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Cragsmoor Conservancy Cragsmoor, Ulster County
Community Outreach - Grant will support the all volunteer Cragsmoor Conservancy's efforts to build local 
engagment and improve its communications program to keep the community informed and involved in the 
organization's land protection efforts in the southern Shawangunks.

$1,000.00

Delaware Highlands Conservancy Narrowsburg, Sullivan County
Enhanced Outreach Project - Grant will enable Delaware Highlands Conservancy to build on its outreach 
and development efforts by strategically leveraging its successful merger with the Eagle Institute and by 
enhancing outreach to engage new constituents in Sullivan & Delaware counties. 

$25,000.00

Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve Rensselaerville, Albany County
Building Membership and Fundraising Capacity - Grant will enable Huyck Preserve to better engage 
members and prospective supporters, expanding financial support for the organization through  redesign of 
its website and revitalization of its Visitor's Center with improved interpretive displays.

$18,000.00

Esopus Creek Conservancy Saugerties, Ulster County
Esopus Creek Conservancy on the Move - Grant will support the all-volunteer Conservancy's efforts to 
strengthen board member skills and competencies, especially in fundraising, in order to increase capacity 
and more effectively engage other conservation partners in the Sauguerties area.

$15,000.00

Genesee Valley Conservancy Geneseo, Livingston County
Expanding Fundraising Capacity - Grant will enable Genesee Valley Conservancy to strengthen its 
fundraising efforts through enhanced, targeted staff training and to improve its website as it manages its 
first major capital campaign and expands its conservation focus into new areas.

$8,250.00

Great Swamp Conservancy Canastota, Madison County
Administrative Assistant - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Great Swamp Conservancy to build  
organizational capacity and sustain key programs through increased administrative support and to continue 
its progress in implementing Land Trust Standards and Practices.

$15,600.00

Green Guerillas New York, New York County

Supporting the Bronx & Manhattan Land Trusts - Grant will enable Green Guerillas, an established 
community garden-support organization in New York City, to partner with the Bronx & Manhattan Land 
Trusts, to provide assistance in community organizing and garden maintenance, and to support MLT & 
BLT as they plan for the future. Green Guerillas is a first time NYSCPP applicant. 

$18,000.00

Greene Land Trust Coxsackie, Greene County
Prepare for Accreditation - Grant will support the all-volunteer Greene Land Trust's efforts to build on its 
organizational assessment and recently completed strategic plan and to prepare its application for 
accreditation in 2014 or 2015. 

$7,900.00

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Greene Land Trust Coxsackie, Greene County
Engaging the Community - Grant will enable Greene Land Trust to develop and coordinate an expanded 
land trust program in Greene County focused on community engagement, seasonal events, and 
progamming to build support amongst landowners, volunteers and local towns. 

$7,500.00

Indian River Lakes Conservancy Redwood, Jefferson County
Building and Foundation for Accreditation - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Conservancy to develop 
baselines and conservation management plans for three fee properties, bringing them into compliance with 
Standards and Practices in preparation for accreditation in the next three years. 

$9,250.00

Kingston Land Trust Kingston, Ulster County
Strategic Planning Process - Grant will enable Kingston Land Trust to develop its first five-year strategic 
plan, refine its current mission and values and clarify its approach to land conservation, preservation,and 
community development in the greater Kingston community.

$18,000.00

Lake Champlain Land Trust
Clinton, Essex, and 

Washington Counties   [project 
area]

Protecting New York Land Around Lake Champlain - Grant will enable Lake Champlain Land Trust to 
build local partnerships and strengthen its relevence through Ambassador Landscape Conservation Projects 
and enhanced landowner outreach in Lake Champlain's western watershed. 

$20,000.00

Lake George Land Conservancy Bolton Landing, Warren 
County

Cook Mountain and Gull Bay Preserve Surveys - Grant will enable the Conservancy to complete surveys 
and update boundary postings on two popular preserves, bring them into compliance with Land Trust 
Standards and Practices in preparation for accreditation. 

$15,000.00

Mohonk Preserve New Paltz, Ulster County
Historic Mohonk Gatehouse Trailhead Project - Grant will enable Mohonk Preserve to plan and develop 
public access to one of the Hudson Valley's most iconic and scenic open spaces, enhancing local recreation 
while protecting the high-traffic Shawangunk Ridge from overuse.

$48,000.00

New York Agricultural Land Trust Preble, Cortland County
Outreach & Fundraising Programs to the Corporate/ Agribusiness Sector - Grant will support the New 
York Agricultural Land Trust's initiative to recruit and build support amongst local and regional 
agribusinesses and other business partners that rely on vibrant farm communities in central NY.

$15,000.00

North Shore Land Alliance Westbury, Nassau County
Accreditation Grant - Grant will support North Shore Land Alliance's efforts to complete a three-year 
strategic plan, fundraising plan, comprehensive conservation plan and succession plan, and to  complete 
implementation of Standards and Practices in preparation for accreditation.

$25,000.00

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Oblong Land Conservancy Pawling, Dutchess County 
Baseline Documentation Report Update - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Oblong Land Conservancy to 
review and update its conservation easement documentation, bringing them into compliance with Standards 
and Practices in preparation for accreditation in 2014 or 2015.

$7,500.00

Ontario Bays Initiative Chaumont, Jefferson County
Preparing for Accreditation - Grant will support the all-volunteer Ontario Bays Initiative's efforts to  
update its project documentation, bringing them into compliance with Standards and Practices in 
preparation for accreditation.

$2,000.00

Orange County Land Trust Middletown, Orange County
Strengthening Stewardship Program - Grant will enable Orange County Land Trust to partner with the 
Student Conservation Association to hire a five-month intern, improve its stewardship and GIS tools and 
enhance visitor experience through educational opportunities on its 14 properties.

$15,000.00

Rensselaer Land Trust Troy, Rensselaer County
Renewal, Strategic Planning, and Planned Giving - Grant will support Rensselaer Land Trust's commitment 
to renewal of accreditation as well as enable its development of a new five-year strategic plan and a new 
planned giving program.

$15,000.00

Saratoga P.L.A.N. Saratoga Springs, Saratoga 
County

Strategic Progress Towards Accreditation - Grant will enable Saratoga PLAN to develop a comprehensive 
strategic land conservation plan for its Saratoga County service area, define priority  focus areas, and 
implement Standards and Practices in preparation for accreditation.

$25,000.00

Teatown Lake Reservation Inc Ossining, Westchester County
Organizational Strategic Planning Process - Grant will support Teatown Lake Reservation's efforts  to 
enhance visitor experience and expand its regional presence through completion of a three-year financial 
plan and a new five-year strategic plan.

$15,000.00

Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson County
Determining Conservation Priorities - Grant will enable Thousand Islands Land Trust to complete a  
strategic land conservation plan, identifying opportunities within its focus area, prioritizing new 
conservation easement and land acquisitions, and structuring short- and long-term funding needs.

$20,000.00

Westchester Land Trust Bedford Hills, Westchester 
County

Website & Social Media Project - Grant will support Westchester Land Trust's initiative to redesign its 
website and develop a strategic social media program that creates a compelling online presence to engage 
land trust members, conservation partners, municipal leaders and new constituencies.

$20,000.00

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County
Countdown to Accreditation - Grant will enable the eight-county Western New York Land Conservancy to 
hire a temporary project coordinator to review compliance with Standards and Practices and to assist in 
preparation for accreditation in 2014 or 2015.

$25,000.00

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County
Website Renovation: Transforming Interest Into Action to Grow Organizational Support - Grant will 
enable the Western New York Land Conservancy to redesign and improve its website to inform and attract 
landowners, volunteers, donors and conservation partners in its eight-county service area.

$15,000.00

Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park Wilton, Saratoga County
Reaching a Larger Audience and Building Our Future - Grant will allow Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park 
to hire an intern to support its school and youth environmenal education programs, expand public presence 
on the Preserve's trail system, and enhance its community and volunteer outreach.

$15,000.00

Winnakee Land Trust Rhinebeck, Dutchess County 
Agriculture Support Program - Grant will enable Winnakee Land Trust to explore partnership opportunities 
and develop a local pilot farmer-match program, focusing on agricultural lands identified in its 2011 
Strategic Conservation Plan.

$10,000.00

Woodstock Land Conservancy Woodstock, Ulster County
Creating an Effective Development Function to Implement 2020 Strategic Plan - Grant will enable the 
Woodstock Land Conservancy to strengthen its fundraising and development team and implement a 
Development Action Plan in preparation for additional staff capacity in 2014.

$20,000.00

TOTAL $567,700

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Audubon International Troy, Rensselaer County
Natural Resources Inventory and Management Plan - Grant will allow Audubon International  to conduct 
baseline natural resource inventories and to develop management plans for five fee-owned preserves in the 
Capital Region. Audubon International is a first time NYSCPP applicant.

$7,500.00

Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins County

Preparing for Accreditation: Record Keeping for the Future - Grant will enable Finger Lakes Land Trust to 
update project documentation and record keeping systems for its 12,000-acre portfolio of conservation 
easements and fee-owned properties, bringing them into compliance with Standards and Practices in 
preparation for accreditation in 2014 or 2015.

$10,000.00

Kingston Land Trust Kingston, Ulster County Land Survey and Mapping Project - Grant will enable Kingston Land Trust to complete surveys for  its 10 
fee-owned parcels in the City of Kingston in compliance with Standards and Practices. $10,000.00

Westchester Land Trust Bedford Hills, Westchester 
County

Comprehensive Management Plans - Grant will support Westchester Land Trust's efforts to enhance 
conservation programs on its “Ambassador Preserves” and to complete comprehensive management plans 
for 24 fee-owned properties in preparation for renewal of accreditation. 

$10,000.00

TOTAL $37,500

Capacity & Excellence Category--Stewardship Grants
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American Farmland Trust Saratoga Springs, Saratoga 
County

Hudson Valley Farmlink - Grant will support a new American Famland Trust initative to connect  farmers 
and landowners by building a regional database, website and network to connect farm-seekers, current 
farmers, land trusts, and other agricultural organizations in the Hudson Valley.

$25,000.00

Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins County

Cayuga Watershed Protection Initiative - Grant will enable Finger Lakes Land Trust to accelerate  pace of 
conservation in the Cayuga Lake Watershed by partnering with public and private stakeholders in a 
coordinated initiative that will engage landowners and local officials and help prioritize conservation 
opportunities in the Six Mile Creek Sub-Watershed. 

$35,000.00

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy Slingerlands, Albany County
Capital to Catskill Project - Grant will allow Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy to plan and launch a 
major campaign to secure funding, partners and public support for an initative to conserve critical parcels 
along a 15-mile corridor, from the Helderberg Escarpment to Rensselaerville. 

$35,000.00

Open Space Institute New York, New York

Binnewater Hills Conservation Assessment & Planning Project - Grant will strengthen collaboration with 
DEC, Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy, Wallkill Valley Land Trust and other partners and produce a 
comprehensive inventory and strategic conservation plan for the 5,000-acre Binnewater Hills area (Ulster 
Co.), a high-priority area for OSI's Northeast Resilient Landscapes Initiative. 

$30,000.00

Peconic Land Trust Southampton, Suffolk County
New York Land Trust Conference - Grant will support Peconic Land Trust's initative to lead a  
collaboration with New York's land trust community to plan, coordinate and deliver a state-wide 
conservation conference in April 2014, providing a high-impact training and networking event.

$50,000.00

Placid Lake Foundation Lake Placid, Essex County

Merge Project - Grant will enable the Placid Lake Foundation and all-volunteer North Elba Land 
Conservancy to move forward in a collaborative merger of the two organizations, expanding their 
professional capacity, strengthening community support for conservation in the Lake Placid area and 
achieving greater organizational efficiency.

$22,500.00

Rensselaer Plateau Alliance Petersburgh, Rensselaer County 

Engaging Partners to Increase the Pace of Conservation on the Rensselaer Plateau - Grant will help RPA 
launch an initiative to engage municipal officials, educate private forest owners, and develop a Community 
Forest Plan for one of New York's largest unfragmented forested areas and a high-priority conservation 
area in the state 2009 Open Space Plan.

$30,000.00

Scenic Hudson Land Trust Ulster County &  Columbia 
County  [project area] 

Conservation Corridors: Linking Community Assets - Grant will enable Scenic Hudson to partner with 
local land trusts, municipalities and other community partners to protect high-priority contiguous parcels, 
creating and enhancing trails and linking scenic, cultural, recreational and ecological assets in the Catskill-
Hudson and Black Creek corridors. 

$38,000.00

Conservation Catalyst Grants
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Wallkill Valley Land Trust New Paltz, Ulster County 

Connecting the Rail Trail to the Town of Rosendale - Grant will support the Wallkill Valley Land Trust's 
efforts work with the Town of Rosendale to plan, design and build a connecting trail that will provide safe 
and convenient access for visitors and area residents to the new extension of the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail 
and the recently renovated Rosendale Railroad Trestle.

$25,000.00

TOTAL $290,500

Conservation Catalyst Grants (continued)
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Genesee Land Trust Rochester, Monroe County

Two-year grant will enable this twenty-four year old land trust (3,078 acres under conservation easement 
and 930 acres in fee ownership) to hire its first full-time Director of Conservation Programs, who will 
spearhead Genesee Land Trust's expanding land and easement acquisition program, with a specific focus 
on GLT's North Coast conservation area and local farmland protection projects. Genesee Land Trust 
received national accrediation in 2013.

$75,000.00

Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo Buffalo, Erie County

Two-year grant will enable this twenty-one year old organization to hire a second full-time employee and 
its first dedicated Program Manager, who will enable GGB to expand its community  outreach and 
education programs, improve community garden stewardship and take a proactive approach as an emerging 
urban land trust. GGB currently supports 70 community gardens on formerly vacant and abandoned lots 
throughout the City of Buffalo.

$49,000.00

Hudson Highlands Land Trust Garrison, Putnam County

Two-year grant will enable this twenty-four year old land trust (1,618 acres under conservation easement 
and 68 acres in fee ownership) to hire its first full-time dedicated Land Steward, who will oversee the 
HHLT's growing portfolio of protected properties, strengthen its relationship with landowners, and 
accelerate the pace of conservation in the Highlands area. Hudson Highlands Land Trust received national 
accrediation in 2008.

$60,000.00

TOTAL $184,000

Professional Development Grants
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Agricultural Stewardship Association Greenwich, Washington 
County

Fedler Farm - conservation easement (156 acres) - Grant will cover related project expenses and help ASA 
permanently protect a family-owned dairy farm with highly productive soils, woodlots, and scenic frontage 
on the Battenkill River, in the Town of Easton. 

$18,000.00

Champlain Area Trails Westport, Essex County
Essex Highlands - conservation easement (318 acres) - Grant will cover related project expenses and help 
Champlain Area Trails accept their first donated conservation easement, permanently protecting Richard & 
Leanna DeNeale's property in the Essex Highalnds near Lake Champlain.

$18,000.00

Columbia Land Conservancy Chatham, Columbia County

Stuyvesant Farmland Protection Project - conservation easements (342 acres) - Grant will build on CLC's 
partnership with Scenic Hudson and cover related project expenses, supporting conservation of three high-
priority, family-owned dairy farms in the Town of Stuyvesant and leveraging additional funding through 
the Federal Farm and Ranchland Protection Program.

$25,000.00

Columbia Land Conservancy Chatham, Columbia County

Triple Creek Farm - conservation easement (500 acres) - Grant will build on CLC's partnership with Scenic 
Hudson and cover related project expenses, supporting conservation of a fourth-generation dairy farm in 
the Town of Taghkanic and leveraging additional funding through the Federal Farm and Ranchland 
Protection Program.

$25,000.00

Cragsmoor Conservancy Cragsmoor, Ulster County
Brown Parcels - fee acquisition (4.7 acres) - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Cragsmoor Conservancy to 
complete surveys, boundary marking, and archeological studies on three recently  donated parcels of 
undeveloped land near Sam's Point Preserve in the southern Shawangunks.

$8,000.00

Delaware Highlands Conservancy Narrowsburg, Sullivan County

Turner Brook Preserve - conservation easement (36 acres) - Grant will cover related project expenses and 
enable Delaware Highlands Conservancy to permanently conserve the Turner Brook Preserve property 
bordering the state-owned 4,880-acre Neversink Unique Area and the "High Falls" portion of the 
Neversink River.

$3,100.00

Delaware Highlands Conservancy Narrowsburg, Sullivan County
Rose Valley Forest - conservation easement (26 acres) -  Grant will cover related project expenses and 
enable Delaware Highlands Conservancy to permanently conserve a parcel with important wildlife habitat 
and scenic views in the Neversink Highlands area of Sullivan County. 

$4,700.00

Dutchess Land Conservancy Millbrook, Dutchess County

Kaline and Greig Farms - conservation easements (306 acres) - Grant will build on DLC's partnership with 
Scenic Hudson and cover related project expenses, supporting permanent conservation of two multi-
generational dairy farms, adding to an existing assemblage of 2,400 acres of protected farmland in the 
Town of Red Hook. 

$25,000.00

Conservation Transaction Grants
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Indian River Lakes Conservancy Redwood, Jefferson County

Building Pathways Through an Irreplaceable Landscape - fee acquisition (54 acres) - Grant will enable the 
all-volunteer Conservancy to complete a baseline report and management plan and to  develop ADA-
compliant trails that will provide for recreational use as well as handicapped canoe and kayak access to the 
Boyd Pond property, acquired in 2012.

$30,000.00

Lake George Land Conservancy Bolton Landing, Warren 
County

Amy's Park Preserve - fee acquisition (490 acres) - Grant will enable LGLC to complete a survey for a 
recent major acquisition bordering state forest preserve lands and leveraged with state and NAWCA 
funding, ensuring public access to hiking trails and new launch sites for two ponds.

$4,000.00

Mianus River Gorge Preserve Bedford, Westchester County
Twin Lakes Project - fee acquisition (19.5 acres) - Grant will cover related project expenses, including 
stewardship plans, in support of the Preserve's campaign to acquire and protect from development several  
parcels of threatened upland forest that feed a major tributary of the Mianus River.

$32,000.00

North Shore Land Alliance Westbury, Nassau County
Exxon Mobil Project Site Improvements - fee acquisition (8 acres) - Grant will enable North Shore Land 
Alliance to review and evaluate the suitability of establishing seagrass and/or shellfish beds on a 
remediated property in Cold Spring Harbor that was recently donated by Exxon Mobil.

$14,000.00

Orange County Land Trust Middletown, Orange County
Birnberg Transaction - fee acquisition (186 acres) - Grant will cover related project expenses and enable 
Orange County Land Trust's recent acquisition to become a public nature preserve adjacent to the popular 
Orange County Heritage Trail and Goosepond Mountain State Park, a Highlands Priority Landscape.

$20,000.00

Putnam County Land Trust Brewster, Putnam County

Ice Pond Extension - fee acquisition (101 acres) - Grant will cover related project expenses and enable the 
all-volunteer Putnam County Land Trust to preserve important meadow and wetland habitat adjacent to 
already protected lands in the headwaters of Muddy Brook, a tributary of the East Branch of the Croton 
River and a key source of drinking water for the New York City metropolitan area.

$7,500.00

Saratoga P.L.A.N. Saratoga Springs, Saratoga 
County

Foster Sheep Farm - conservation easement (128 acres) - Grant will cover related project expenses and  
facilitate Saratoga PLAN's protection of a family owned sheep farm on the Hudson River, supporting an 
important regional supplier of quality yarn for fiber artisans and leveraging additional funding through the 
Federal Farm and Ranchland Protection Program.

$10,000.00

The Trust for Public Land Staten Island, Richmond 
County

Pouch Camp, Phase 1 - conservation easement (43 acres) - Grant will cover related project expenses and 
help the Trust for Public Land permanently protect an important, undeveloped parcel - in the heart of 
Staten Island’s 2,800 acre Greenbelt - that contains important habitat and serves as the base for New York 
City's only Scout Camp, used by 20,000 Scouts annually.

$35,000.00

Conservation Transaction Grants (continued)
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Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson County
Chippewa Bay Conservation Project  - fee acquisition (27 acres) - Grant will cover related project 
expenses, including property survey, legal fees, management plan, and public access plan for the Chippewa 
Bay Tract located in the Town of Hammond.

$13,000.00

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust Watertown, Jefferson County
James Blake Jr. Wildlife Sanctuary - fee acquisition (140 acres) - Grant will enable Tug Hill Tomorrow 
Land Trust to complete a stewardship plan, resource inventory, and boundary survey, and to make public 
access improvements to this recently acquired wildlife sanctuary, its first fee-owned property. 

$28,000.00

Woodstock Land Conservancy Woodstock, Ulster County

Expanding Land Protection in Bluestone Wild Forest - fee acquisition (14 acres) - Grant will cover related 
project expenses and enable Woodstock Land Conservancy to acquire and preserve a property that adjoins 
the state Bluestone Wild Forest, a DEC priority area that is popular with mountain bikers, hikers and 
birders. 

$2,500.00

TOTAL $322,800
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$37,500 4

$620,200 44

$290,500 9
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2013 Conservation Partnership Program Grant Awards - Land Trust Alliance Roster for DEC Invoice

Standards and Practices Assessment Grants

Stewardship Grants

Conservation Catalyst Grants

TOTAL 2013 NYSCPP GRANTS

Capacity  Grants

Grant Category



2014 FINAL GRANT AWARDS  2014 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

Organization                                                  

*Accredited Land Trusts are in Bold NY Office Location Project Summary Grant Award

Friends of the Washington County Important           
Bird Area (IBA)

Fort Edward, Washington 

County

Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices. Friends of the 
Washington County Important Bird Area (IBA) is an all-volunteer organization and a first-time 
grant recipient. 

$5,000

Genesee Valley Conservancy Geneseo, Livingston County Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices  in preparation for 
renewal of accreditation. The Conservancy was initially accredited in 2011. $5,000

TOTAL $10,000

Organization                                                  

*Accredited Land Trusts are in Bold NY Office Location Project Summary Grant Award

Delaware Highlands Conservancy
Narrowsburg, Sullivan 

County

Baseline and improved documentation - Grant will enable the accredited Delaware Highlands 
Conservancy to update baseline documentation on two older conservation easement properties 
and improve project documentation for three other conservation easements in preparation for 
renewal of accreditation. 

$10,000

TOTAL $10,000

Detailed Roster of 2014 Conservation Partnership Program Grant Awards 

Capacity & Excellence Category--Assessment Grants

Capacity & Excellence Category--Stewardship Grants

New York State Conservation Partnership Program
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Agricultural Stewardship Association
Greenwich, Washington 

County

Capitalizing on the Local Food Movement - Grant will enable the Agricultural Stewardship 
Association to develop a marketing initiative to reach key audiences beyond their service area, 
including the New York's metropolitan area, and to highlight local farm products and 
agricultural initiatives that further advance effective farmland preservation in Washington and 
Rennselaer counties. 

$25,000

American Farmland Trust Saratoga Springs, Saratoga 
County

No Farms No Food: Join the NY Movement Engagement Campaign - Grant will support 
American Farmland Trust's continued effors to engage 50,000 New Yorkers to take personal 
action to support  farmland protection and participate in local food initiatives. 

$22,500

Battenkill Conservancy Cambridge, Washington 
County

Battenkill Corridor Connections Project - Grant will  invest in the all-volunteer Battenkill 
Conservancy's efforts to strengthen and expand community partnerships that promote planning 
for future connections between ten public access points along the popular Battenkill River and 
throughout the watershed.

$15,000

Brooklyn Queens Land Trust Brooklyn, Kings County

Capacity 2014-15: Growing BQLT's Network - Grant will support Brooklyn-Queens Land 
Trust's efforts to develop and implement an effective community engagement strategy and a new 
3-year strategic plan, as well as to further implementation of Land Trust Standards and 

Practices. BQLT is an urban land trust that owns and manages 32 community gardens. 

$34,000

Champlain Area Trails Westport, Essex County

Champlain Area Trails Accreditation, Strategic Plan, and Public Outreach Project - Grant will 
support Champlain Area Trail's expanding land conservation program through support for 
accreditation in 2014, completion of a multi-year strategic plan, and enhanced community and 
landowner outreach programs.  

$20,000

Cragsmoor Conservancy Cragsmoor, Ulster County

Improving Performance Land Trust Standards and Practices - Grant will allow all-volunteer 
Cragsmoor Conservancy to further prepare for accreditation by implementing standards related 
to board governance, conservation easement stewardship, land acquisition, and management 
plans.  

$6,750

Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve Rensselaerville, Albany 
County

Expanding and Enriching Public Access - Grant will enable the popular Huyck Preserve to 
engage its members as well as prospective supporters through development of a volunteer corps, 
support for the Preserve Visitors Center and trail maintenance. 

$9,200

Esopus Creek Conservancy Saugerties, Ulster County

Continuing the Momentum: Engaging the Community Around Nature, Stewardship, and ECC's 
Sustainability - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Conservancy to build on its innovative nature 
education program for children, support its land stewardship program, and strengthen 
community outreach through fundraising and board development. 

$15,550

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants

New York State Conservation Partnership Program
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Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins County

Making Connections: Engaging and Educating in a Digital Age - Grant will support a 
comprehensive initiative to boost engagement, membership, and financial support through 
systematic communications across media channels, including a re-designed website, expanded 
social media presence, and robust regional education program centered around Finger Lakes 
Land Trust's programs and services.

$26,000

Genesee Land Trust Rochester, Monroe County

Strategic Planning - Grant will enable the accredited Genesee Land Trust to embark on a two-
part strategic planning process to guide visioning and organizational decision-making and to 
increase the land trust's impact and relevance in communities in the Greater Rochester area over 
the next 3-5 years.  

$30,000

Genesse Valley Conservancy Geneseo, Livingston County

Land Conservation Plan Implementation - Grant will support Genesee Valley Conservancy's 
efforts to implement the community outreach priorities in its recently completed Strategic Land 
Conservation Plan, including the expansion of the Conservancy's popular community outings 
and lecture series, to grow public support and spur new farmland and open space conservation 
projects. 

$9,000

Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo Buffalo, Erie County
Sustaining Organizational Capacity for Conservation in Buffalo - Grant will enable Grassroots 
Gardens of Buffalo to complete a smooth leadership transition by providing professional 
development and training support to the organization's new Executive Director.

$6,000

Green Guerillas New York, New York 
County

Supporting the Bronx and Manhattan Land Trusts - Grant will enable Green Guerillas to build 
on its recent collaboration with the Bronx and Manhattan Land Trusts, supporting efforts to 
implement management  plans, build board member expertise, and effectively oversee services 
to 32 community garden properties owned and managed by BLT & MLT. 

$22,000

Mianus River Gorge Preserve
Bedford, Westchester 

County

Building Capacity for Land Management, Conservation & Restoration at the Mianus River 
Gorge - Grant will support development of a comprehensive management plan for the Preserve, 
support  stewardship activities, and enable further research into restoration and invasive species 
control techniques that can be incorporated into Preserve management and shared with other 
land trusts.

$25,000

Mohonk Preserve New Paltz, Ulster County

Strengthening Institutional Effectiveness as an Accredited Organization - Grant will support this 
accredited land trust's efforts to enhance its mapping and geographical information systems 
(GIS) capabilities for improved land protection, conservation defense, and stewardship and to 
improve its records management procedures for greater operational efficiencies. 

$15,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)

New York State Conservation Partnership Program
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North Salem Open Land Foundation North Salem, Westchester 
County

Accreditation Preparation Grant - Grant will enable North Salem Open Land Trust to retain a 
consultant and intern to further implement Land Trust Standards and Practices in anticipation 
of their application for accreditation in 2015.

$15,000

Ontario Bays Initiative Chaumont, Jefferson 
County

Organizing Towards Accreditation - Grant will enable this all-volunteer land trust on Lake 
Ontario's Eastern Shore to further implement Land Trust Standards and Practices in preparation 
for accreditation in the next three years.

$3,000

Orange County Land Trust Middletown, Orange 
County

Student Conservation Association (SCA) Intern for Stewardship - Grant will enable Orange 
County Land Trust to strengthen its land stewardship program by hiring a 10-month SCA Intern 
who will assist with volunteer programming, land management, and improvements to OCLT's 
twelve public nature preserves.

$20,000

Pound Ridge Land Conservancy Pound Ridge, Westchester 
County

The Armstrong Preserve and Education Center: A Learning Landscape - Grant will support 
continued efforts to build community support for protection of natural resources through a 
conservation and land management education program based at the Pound Ridge Land 
Conservancy's 43-acre Armstrong Preserve and Education Center.

$12,000

Putnam County Land Trust Brewster, Putnam County

Land Management Plans: Phase One - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Putnam County Land 
Trust to further implement Land Trust Standards and Practices with a focus on Fee Land 
Stewardship procedures, including new management plans for four of PCLT's public nature 
preserves.

$9,000

Rensselaer Plateau Alliance Petersburgh, Rensselaer 
County

Moving the RPA from Very Effective to Sustainably Effective - Grant will support completion 
of a ten-year strategic plan and a comprehensive fundraising plan to build professional capacity 
and sustain organizational effectiveness, accelerating the pace of community-supported forest 
conservation across the Rensselaer Plateau.

$25,000

Saratoga P.L.A.N. Saratoga Springs, Saratoga 
County

Brand Aid Project - Grant will enable Saratoga PLAN to develop and launch a new marketing 
and communications campaign to increase community participation and financial support and to 
engage more local and regional stakeholders in support of the land trust's conservation goals, 
services and programs.

$27,000

Teatown Lake Reservation Ossining, Westchester 
County

Interpretive and Master Plan Development - Grant will help Teatown Lake Reservation develop 
a comprehensive interpretive plan and a new master plan to direct TLR's long term utilization of 
its popular nature center and 1,000-acre public nature preserve.

$25,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)

New York State Conservation Partnership Program
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Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson County

Developing and Implementing a Comprehensive Volunteer Program - Grant will allow this 
accredited land trust to strengthen its outreach, education, and stewardship programs through a 
comprehensive volunteer initiative that will support TILT's popular outings and events, enhance 
community engagement and improve stewardship on 8,000 acres of public nature preserves, 
trails, and conservation easement properties

$25,000

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust
Watertown, Jefferson 

County

Sustaining Relevance - Grant will enable the Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust to sustain its 
successful regional efforts and growing momentum around the Fort Drum area through new 
outreach initiatives, expanded social media and website capabilities, and a new fundraising 
program to help build long-term reserves for the future.

$25,000

Wallkill Valley Land Trust New Paltz, Ulster County

Develop and Implement a Capacity Building Action Plan for Accreditation Application Process -  
Grant will enable Wallkill Valley Land Trust to further implement Land Trust Standards and 

Practices  in anticipation of its application for accreditation in 2015, including completion of a 
new multi-year strategic plan and updated communication materials.

$24,000

TOTAL $491,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)

New York State Conservation Partnership Program
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Columbia Land Conservancy Chatham, Columbia County

Youth Conservation Initiative - Grant will enable the accredited Columbia Land Conservancy to 
expand its innovative partnership with Greenagers, a youth environmental service and job 
training program, in collaboration with the Hudson and Taconic Hills school districts in 
Columbia County.

$45,000

Hudson Highlands Land Trust Garrison, Putnam County

Conservation Options Real Estate Education Program - Grant will support a series of regional 
workshops and informational materials, organized by HHLT for local real estate professionals, 
to increase awareness of private land conservation tools and tax benefits associated with 
conservation easement donations, conservation subdivisions, bargain sales, and gifts of land to 
land trusts.    

$15,000

Kingston Land Trust Kingston, Ulster County

Comprehensive Management Framework for the Kingston Greenline - Grant will enable the all-
volunteer Kingston Land Trust to further engage local stakeholders, including land trusts, trail 
associations, city leaders and elected representatives in the development of plans to maintain, 
support and operate the Kingston Greenline, part of an expanding network of rail trails in Ulster 
County.

$22,000

Lake George Land Conservancy Bolton Landing, Warren 
County

Working Lands & Wildlife Study Area - Grant will enable LGLC to partner with the Lake 
Champlain Land Trust to study the ecology and conservation values of a 5,000-acre area south 
of Fort Ticonderoga between Lake George and Lake Champlain, and develop a land 
conservation plan to help landowners and local communities preserve historic farms and 
wildlife habitat in the area. 

$44,000

Oblong Land Conservancy Pawling, Dutchess County 

Strategic Land Conservation Plan - Grant will establish a new collaboration between two all-
volunteer land trusts, Oblong Land Conservancy and Putnam County Land Trust, as they 
engage local stakeholders to develop a new, regional strategic land conservation plan focusing 
on the Great Swamp, in northeastern Putnam County and southeastern Dutchess County.  

$15,000

Open Space Institute
New York, New York 

County

New York State Resilient Landscapes Initiative - Grant will support Open Space Institute's 
efforts to expand outreach and education on protecting biodiversity in New York's climate-
resilient landscapes, enhancing the strategies of regional land trusts, local communities, and 
public sector partners. 

$25,000

Conservation Catalyst Grants

New York State Conservation Partnership Program
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Saratoga P.L.A.N. Saratoga Springs, Saratoga 
County

Collaborative Conservation & Public Access Enhancement - Grant will enable a new initiative 
involving  four established Capital District land trusts (Saratoga P.L.A.N., Agricultural 
Stewardship Association, Rensselaer Land Trust, and Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy) to 
increase regional awareness of their programs and services through joint messaging and 
marketing.

$15,000

Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson County

St. Lawrence Valley Partnership for Golden-Winged Warblers - Grant will support a partnership 
between TILT, Indian River Lakes Conservancy, Audubon New York, Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, Clarkson University and the state Department of Environmental Conservation to 
develop and implement best practices for habitat management focused on the at-risk Golden-
Winged Warbler and other shrub species. 

$45,200

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County

Niagara River and Niagara Escarpment Conservation - Grant will enable the Western New York 
Land Conservancy to increase the pace of private land conservation and strengthen public 
support for preserving threatened wildlife habitat and scenic open space along the Niagara River 
and Niagara Escarpment, iconic landscapes whose nexus is Niagara Falls.

$21,700

Winnakee Land Trust
Rhinebeck, Dutchess 

County 

Trails Project Coordination - Grant will support this accredited land trust's initiative to partner 
with  municipalities, local trail committees, private landowners and others to establish new trail 
easements, improve public access, and increase support for a connected network of trails in 
Dutchess County.

$45,000

Woodstock Land Conservancy Woodstock, Ulster County

Engaging Stakeholders and Branding for the New Catskill Mountain Rail-Trail - Grant will help 
Woodstock Land Conservancy coordinate a group of stakeholders for the proposed Catskill 
Mountain Rail Trail, creating a new community education initiative, marketing and associated 
outreach in support of a new 38-mile recreational trail linking the Catskills to the Kingston area.

$30,000

TOTAL $322,900

Conservation Catalyst Grants (continued)

New York State Conservation Partnership Program
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Indian River Lakes Conservancy Redwood, Jefferson County

Two-year grant will enable this sixteen year-old land trust in the Indian River Lakes area (with 
1,698 acres in fee ownership) to hire its first staff member, a full-time Coordinator of Public 
Programs and Administration. In recent years, IRLC has acquired several new properties for use 
as public nature preserves with trails. The new Coordinator will strengthen IRLC's landowner 
outreach and community programs, support fundraising activities, and help prepare the 
organization for accreditation in the next three years. 

$57,000

Lake Placid Land Conservancy Lake Placid, Essex County

Two-year grant will enable the Lake Placid Land Conservancy (with 174 acres under 
conservation easement) to hire its first full-time Executive Director.  LPLC was formed in 2013 
through the merger of Placid Lake Foundation and North Elba Land Conservancy. The 
Executive Director will lead and accelerate LPLC's land conservation and community outreach 
programs, building the Conservancy's capacity to assist private landowners and local 
communities in preserving priority land and water resources and enhancing access in the heart 
of the Adirondacks.

$75,000

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
Slingerlands, Albany 

County

Two-year grant will enable this twenty-two year old land trust (with 1,288 acres under 
conservation easement and 1,500 acres in fee ownership) to hire a full-time Program Assistant. 
The Program Assistant will support the Conservancy's board and staff and strengthen MHLC's 
conservation, fundraising and community outreach programs, increasing its local and regional 
impact.  The Conservancy received national accreditation in 2013.

$68,500

Otsego Land Trust Cooperstown, Otsego 
County

Two-year grant will enable this twenty-six year old land trust (with 8,551 acres under 
conservation easement and 459 acres in fee ownership) to hire its first full-time Land Protection 
Manager. The Land Protection Manager will oversee Otsego Land Trust's growing land 
conservation program with a specific focus on conservation easement, land acquisition and 
public access opportunities in the Susquehanna River headwaters of Central New York. Otsego 
Land Trust is registered for accreditation in 2014. 

$75,000

TOTAL $275,500

Professional Development Grants

New York State Conservation Partnership Program
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Agricultural Stewardship Association
Greenwich, Washington 

County

Mc-Arthur-Sauert Farm - conservation easement (159 acres) - Grant will cover project expenses 
and help the accredited Agricultural Stewardship Association permanently conserve an historic, 
family-owned farm with highly productive agricultural soils in the Town of Greenwich.

$24,000

Catskill Center for Conservation and 
Development Arkville, Delaware County

Thorn Property - fee acquisition (60 acres) - Grant will support a recent donation of an 
important conservation property in Woodstock, NY.  The property will be owned by the Catskill 
Center and managed in collaboration with the Woodstock Land Conservancy.  It will become a 
public preserve as well as a site for future environmental education programming in the eastern 
Catskill Region. 

$7,100

Champlain Area Trails Westport, Essex County

Wildway Passage/Boquet River - fee acquisition (99 acres) - Grant will help cover transaction 
costs and public access improvements associated with the recent acquisition of a key parcel in 
the Split Rock Wildway, a priority area in New York's Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation 
Strategy Plan, that includes 2,300 feet of shoreline along the Boquet River. 

$22,000

Chenango Land Trust Norwich, Chenango County

Chenango Canal Lock 99 - fee acquisition (1 acre) - Grant will support the all-volunteer 
Chenango Land Trust's acquisition of  a historic site.  The property includes one of the best-
preserved locks in the Chenango Canal system as well as remains of an aqueduct that carried the 
Chenango Canal over Bowman Creek in the Town of Oxford, NY.

$3,050

Delaware Highlands Conservancy
Narrowsburg, Sullivan 

County

Smallwood Forest Reserve - conservation easement (134 acres) - Grant will enable the 
accredited Delaware Highlands Conservancy to protect important wildlife habitat on private 
property in the Town of Bethel.  The protected parcel contains forestland and scenic views and 
provides a source of drinking water for the community of Smallwood.

$4,000

Ducks Unlimited 
Carthage, Jefferson County 

(project area)

Foster Project/ACUB - conservation easement (219 acres) - Grant will help Ducks Unlimited 
continue its partnership with the Fort Drum Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) Program by 
protecting critical wildlife habitat on private land in Jefferson County.  DU is a national, 
accredited conservation organization and a  first-time NYSCPP grant recipient.  

$16,500

Dutchess Land Conservancy Millbrook, Dutchess County

Sleight Farm - conservation easement (119 acres) - Grant will support help cover project 
expenses and support DLC's partnership with the Town of La Grange to purchase development 
rights on Sleight Farm. The former dairy farm is currently leased to the neighboring Sprout 
Creek Farm, which is renowned for its fine cheese products and serves as both an education 
center and summer camp.

$10,000

Conservation Transaction Grants

New York State Conservation Partnership Program
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Dutchess Land Conservancy Millbrook, Dutchess County

Kesicke & Klose Farms - conservation easements (177 acres) - Grant will support a project 
involving  DLC, Scenic Hudson, and the Town of Red Hook to secure conservation easements 
on two working farms in the Town of Red Hook.  The 103-acre Klose Farm operates a  popular 
farmers market throughout the year. The 74-acre Kesicke Farm is a sheep and hay farm that is  
the site of a start-up Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) operation.

22,000

Hudson Highlands Land Trust Garrison, Putnam County

Gallar Conservation Partnership Project - conservation easement (135 acres) - Grant will help 
protect two properties in the Town of Philipstown that are adjacent to a site listed in the NY and 
National Register of Historic Places.  The conservation easement permits HHLT to develop 
public access through a two-mile walking trail across these scenic and historically important 
private lands.

28,000

Lake George Land Conservancy Bolton Landing, Warren 
County

Van Hart Preserve - fee acquisition (65 acres) - Grant will help cover transaction costs 
associated with  the Conservancy's newest public nature preserve, which is adjacent to state 
forest preserve lands. The Conservancy plans to connect this property to its Pilot Knob 
Preserve, expanding a  network of trails near the popular southeast end of Lake George.   

2,450

North Shore Land Alliance Westbury, Nassau County

DeForest Williams - fee acquisition (32 acres) - Grant will support the accredited North Shore 
Land Alliance's campaign, in partnership with Suffolk County and Town of Huntington, to 
acquire an important undeveloped property.  A new public nature preserve would conserve the 
scenic and ecological integrity of Cold Spring Harbor and help protect Long Island's 
groundwater aquifer.

30,000

Rensselaer Land Trust Troy, Rensselaer County

Kinderhook Creek Preserve - fee acquisition (38 acres) - Grant will enable the accredited 
Rensselaer Land Trust to acquire two neighboring properties and complete a management plan 
for a new public nature preserve that will offer recreational opportunities and enhanced public 
access to Kinderhook Creek,  a renowned trout stream.

22,000

Southern Madison Heritage Trust Hamilton, Madison County

Gateway Reserve Addition and Public Access Enhancement - fee acquisition (4.4 acres) - Grant 
will support the all-volunteer land trust's acquisition of a priority open space parcel that will 
provide access along the historic Chenango Canal - Madison Feeder and allow SMHT to 
expand onsite elementary and adult environmental education programs. 

13,000

Conservation Transaction Grants (continued)
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The Trust for Public Land
Patterson, Putnam County 

(project area)

South Hollow - fee acquisition (355.5 acres) - Grant will support protection of the high priority 
South Hollow property in the Town of Patterson, Putnam Count and enable transfer of these 
lands to the state, to be managed as part of DEC's Cranberry Mountain Wildlife Management 
Area.

$21,000

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust
Watertown, Jefferson 

County

Weibel - conservation easement (200.1 acres) - Grant will enable the accredited Tug Hill 
Tomorrow Land Trust to assist low-income landowners who wish to preserve their farmland in 
Lee Center, Oneida County, in perpetuity.  Approximately 98% of the soils on this farm are 
considered Prime or Statewide Importance for agriculture.  

$9,000

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust
Watertown, Jefferson 

County

Fassler - conservation easement (970 acres) - Grant will support the THTLT's protection of an 
important property containing hardwood forest, wetlands and agricultural lands in the Town of 
Amboy, Oswego County. This  project advances private land conservation in the north shore 
forests of Oneida Lake, a strategic conservation focus area for the accredited land trust.

$10,000

Westchester Land Trust
Bedford Hills, Westchester 

County

Westchester Land Trust Collaborative Conservation in the Great Swamp - fee acquisition and 
conservation easement (115.7 acres) - Grant will help the accredited Westchester Land Trust to 
partner with Putnam County Land Trust and Friends of the Great Swamp to protect three key 
properties in the Great Swamp area and within the Croton Reservoir System.  PCLT will own 
the nature preserve and Westchester Land Trust will hold and monitor the conservation 
easement.

$36,000

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County

Mill Road Scenic Outlook - fee acquisition (60 acres) - Grant will help Western New York 
Land Conservancy cover transaction expenses associated with its successful campaign to 
acquire and permanently protect one of the area's most cherished scenic and natural properties.  
WNYLC will be developing a scenic overlook as well as other public access for this new 
preserve. 

$28,000

TOTAL $308,100

Conservation Transaction Grants (continued)
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Pound Ridge Land Conservancy Pound Ridge,       
Westchester County

Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices  in preparation for 
accreditation in the next 3 years. $5,000

Woodstock Land Conservancy Woodstock,          
Ulster County

Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices  in preparation for 
accreditation in the next 3 years. $5,000

TOTAL $10,000

Organization                                                  

*Accredited Land Trusts are in Bold
NY Office 

Location
Project Summary Grant Award

Bedford Audubon Society Bedford,             
Westchester County

Voices for Conservation - Grant will enable Bedford Audubon to implement new communications tools 
and best practices to better engage their community and to cultivate a more diverse and sustainable 
constituency.  Bedford Audubon Society is a first time grant recipient.

$15,700

Catskill Center for Conservation and 
Development

Arkville,            
Delaware County

Thorn Preserve Public Access Improvements - Grant will support a floodplain restoration feasibility 
study, enhance public access to the new Thorn Preserve, and develop a "field classroom" that educates 
residents and local officials about climate resilience and science-based approaches to floodplain 
management on Saw Kill Creek.    

$25,000

Capital Roots Troy,                   
Rensselaer County

Urban Community Garden Program - Grant will enable priority site improvements and enhance 
management on 50 community gardens owned by Capital Roots (formerly Capital District Community 
Gardens) in Albany/Troy and support its gardener education program.

$20,000

Cazenovia Preservation Foundation Cazenovia,                 
Madison County

Engage Community Through Program - Grant will build capacity to sustain the CPF's land conservation 
and community outreach efforts by broadening its membership base and engaging more local and 
regional residents in community-based activities, such as its summer walks program.

$24,500

Capacity & Excellence Category--Assessment Grants

Detailed Roster of 2015 Conservation Partnership Program Grant Awards 

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants
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Central New York Land Trust Syracuse,            
Onondaga County

Building Capacity with a Comprehensive Stewardship and Outreach Program - Grant will enable Central 
New York Land Trust to build capacity for organizational development, increased community 
engagement and improved stewardship on 49 publicly accessible nature preserves.

$25,000

Delaware Highlands Conservancy
Narrowsburg,             

Sullivan County

Stewardship Capacity Grant - Grant will enable the Conservancy to leverage opportunities to partner with 
Open Space Institute and William Penn Foundation by enhancing conservation easement monitoring 
capabilities and landowner outreach in New York, and by strengthening internal systems in preparation 
for renewal of accreditation.

$22,750

Edmund Niles Hucyk Preserve Rensselaerville,            
Albany County

Improving Performance through Accreditation: Grant will enable the 84-year old E.N. Huyck Preserve to 
develop procedures and implement Land Trust Standards and Practices  as it prepares for national 
accreditation in the next three years. 

$15,000

Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca,                  
Tompkins County

Strengthening the Conservation Constituency - Grant will support a major initiative to promote tourism 
and recreation through the launch of gofingerlakes.org, a new interactive map and web portal that will 
showcase the best places for hiking, paddling, birdwatching, and other outdoor activities in the Finger 
Lakes region.

$26,000

FRIENDS of the Washington County 
Grasslands IBA

Fort Edward,        
Washington County

Building FIBA's Organizational Strength - Grant will support development of FIBA's first multi-year 
strategic plan and new marketing materials, building capacity for future acquisition of priority grassland 
habitat sites and preparing the all-volunteer land trust for national accreditation.

$15,000

Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo Buffalo,                      
Erie County

Building Capacity for Best Practices and Land Tenure in Urban Gardens - Grant will support 
implemention of best practices in soil safety and food production in the 73 garden spaces that GGB 
manages, develop a regional partnership with Greenprint Niagara, and prepare the foundation for a 
capital campaign to support future community garden acquisitions.

$25,000

Great Swamp Conservancy Canastota,             
Madison County

Capacity Building for Community Engagement - Grant will enable this all-volunteer land trust to contract 
with an Outreach and Community Engagement Coordinator to develop and support the Conservancy's 
popular environmental education and Watchable Wildlife programs.

$28,000

Green Guerillas New York,                 
New York County

Supporting the Bronx and Manhattan Land Trusts - Grant will support an ongoing collaboration to 
provide board training, technical assistance, and capacity-building services to the Bronx Land Trust and 
the Manhattan Land Trust, which collectively own and manage 32 community gardens in the Bronx, 
Harlem and lower East Side.   

$27,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Kingston Land Trust Kingston,                  
Ulster County

Land Survey and Management Project - Grant will enable KLT to complete survey maps and mark 
boundaries on nine fee-owned parcels in the City of Kingston that abut Esopus Creek or are in the 
vicinity of the evolving Ulster County Rail Trail and may provide future public access opportunities.

$3,200

Lake Placid Land Conservancy Lake Placid,               
Essex County

Lake Placid Land Conservancy Strategic Plan - Grant will build on a 2014 NYSCPP grant to hire its first 
executive director and enable the Conservancy to develop a multi-year strategic plan that involves the 
community in a process to define the organization’s mission, goals and priorities. 

$15,000

Lewisboro Land Trust Lewisboro,          
Westchester County

Naturalist Collaboration Grant - Grant will enable four all-volunteer land trusts (Lewisboro Land Trust, 
Putnam County Land Trust, Somers Land Trust, and Oblong Land Conservancy) to increase capacity by 
hiring an expert naturalist to conduct workshops and guided hikes, as well as to prepare management 
plans and natural resource inventories. Lewisboro Land Trust is a first time grant recipient. 

$4,950

Mianus River Gorge
Bedford,             

Westchester County

Building Capacity for Land Management, Conservation &  Restoration at Mianus River Gorge - Grant 
will support the second phase of an initiative to promote applied research programs and to increase the 
visibility of the Gorge's stewardship activities among local supporters, regional organizations, visitors 
and neighboring landowners. 

$20,000

New York Agricultural Land Trust Preble,                    
Cortland County

Transition for Sustainability - Grant will help New York Agricultural Land Trust in its efforts to become 
more financially sustainable by supporting further exploration of funding sources, building  relationships 
with local farmers and agricultural business interests, and developing updated marketing materials. 

$19,500

North Salem Open Land Foundation North Salem,      
Westchester County

Landowner Outreach - Grant will enable NSOLF to hire an expert naturalist to povide outreach to 
easement holders and other landowners and to complete management plans on its fee-owned nature 
preserves. NSOLF is applying for accreditation in 2015.

$3,150

Oblong Land Conservancy Pawling,               
Dutchess County 

Slocum-Mostachetti Preserve - Grant will support Oblong Land Conservancy's efforts to improve public 
access and visitor experience at its 100+ acre Slocum-Mostachetti Preserve through the installation of a 
new trailhead kiosk and improved signage. The Conservancy is applying for accreditation in 2015.

$3,000

Ontario Bays Initiative Chaumont,          
Jefferson County

Site Design for Priority Conservation Areas - Grant will support OBI's process to articulate and focus its 
conservation efforts in the eastern Lake Ontario region through mapping and development of enhanced 
and adaptable conservation priorities in its service area.

$13,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Orange County Land Trust
Middletown,          

Orange County
Acquire Warwick Conservancy Assets - Grant will enable the Orange County Land Trust and  Warwick 
Conservancy to complete a legal review and due diligence in anticipation of a possible consolidation.  $10,000

Pound Ridge Land Conservancy Pound Ridge,      
Westchester County

Native Plant Restoration - Grant will support Pound Ridge Land Conservancy's efforts to demonstrate 
restoration of native habitat and promote local biodiversity by removing invasive species at select sites on 
its preserves and remediating them using native plants. 

$5,000

Otsego Land Trust
Cooperstown,             
Otsego County

Changing Lives Through Organizational Impact - Grant will support Otsego Land Trust's efforts to 
position for greater impact, including a goal of protecting 25,000 acres in the next 25 years, through a 
comprehensive training program for board, staff and volunteers and upgraded internal systems.  

$30,000

Rensselaer Land Trust
Troy,              

Rensselaer County

Engaging in a Digital Age - Grant will support an initiative to boost engagement, membership, and 
financial support through improved communication and a re-designed website with a focus on content to 
increase organizational engagement, visitation to preserves, and participation in outings and public 
education programs.

$10,500

Saratoga P.L.A.N.
Saratoga Springs,      
Saratoga County

Fostering Donor Relations - Grant will enable Saratoga PLAN to strengthen a fundraising platform that 
will inform its strategic plan for 2016-2018 and build relationships with funders and individual donors, 
ensuring it has adequate resources to accelerate conservation in Saratoga County, including funding for a 
new community farm project.

$30,000

St. Lawrence Land Trust Canton,                        
St. Lawrence County

Connecting Our Community - Grant will support efforts to train local volunteers to promote and expand 
programming for landowners, real estate agents, environmental management councils, and town boards 
on the basics of land protection and conservation easements.

$12,000

Thousand Islands Land Trust
Clayton,               

Jefferson County

All Persons Trail at the Otter Creek Preserve - Grant will support TILT's plan to construct a univerally 
accessible trail on its 107-acre Otter Creek Preserve, providing enhanced opportunties for recreation and 
enjoyment by community members and seasonal visitors.

$30,000

Three Village Community Trust Setauket,               
Suffolk County

Enhancement of Monitoring & Volunteer Recruitment Programs for the Matthews Preserve - Grant will 
help Three Village Community Trust improve management of its 10-acre suburban nature preserve 
through enhanced monitoring and a new volunteer training program.

$6,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)

New York State Conservation Partnership Program



2015 FINAL GRANT AWARDS  2015 Land Trust Grants - New York State Conservation Partnership Program

Organization                                                  

*Accredited Land Trusts are in Bold
NY Office 

Location
Project Summary Grant Award

Western New York Land Conservancy
East Aurora,              
Erie County

Improving Effectiveness through Increased Fundraising Capacity - Grant will support a collaboration 
between Western New York Land Conservancy and Genesee Land Trust to increase their fundraising 
capabilities by engaging a leading expert who will provide training and strategic guidance on major 
donor cultivation, fundraising programs, and direct mail campaigns.

$40,000

Winnakee Land Trust
Rhinebeck,            

Dutchess County 

Updating Management Plans - Grant will enable Winnakee Land Trust to update management plans for 
the 76-acre Drayton Grant Park in Rhinebeck and the 102-acre Winnakee Nature Preserve in Hyde Park 
in preparation for renewal of accreditation and to increase visitation over the next five years.

$10,000

Winnakee Land Trust
Rhinebeck,           

Dutchess County 

Website Redesign and Launch of Social Media Campaign - Grant will support a website overhaul and 
social media campaign focused on improving information about the benefits of land conservation and 
publicly accessible conservation lands, increasing donor and volunteer involvement with a new portal for 
fundraising through major events and outings, and other communication materials showcasing Winnakee 
Land Trust's work in Dutchess County.

$20,000

Woodstock Land Conservancy Woodstock,           
Ulster County

Building For Future Sustainability - Grant will support Woodstock Land Conservancy's efforts to  
increase its long term financial strength by hiring an expert fundraising consultant and a contract-
associate in preparation of a new development staff position in the next year. 

$30,000

TOTAL $584,250

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Agricultural Stewardship Association
Greenwich,          

Washington County

Finding Common Ground in Promoting Local Food and Farms - Grant will support a new rural-urban 
collaboration between Agricultural Stewardship Association and Capital Roots that will engage more 
farmers in farmland conservation planning, expand local and regional markets for farmers, improve 
accessibility of locally grown food in underserved areas of Albany/Troy, and explore new synergies 
between the organizations and their diverse constituents.

$17,640

American Farmland Trust Saratoga Springs,      
Saratoga County

Sharing Stories of Family Farmers - Grant will enable American Farmland Trust to develop nine pilot 
episodes of "FarmStory", a new video project featuring conversations with New York farm families that 
examines their history, challenges and successes, and highlights the importance of protecting working 
farmland for future generations. Grant funds will also help support the 2015 installment of American 
Farmland Trust's popular "Harvesting Opportunities" conference.

$35,000

Buffalo Niagara Land Trust Buffalo,                        
Erie County

Buffalo Regional Framework for Conservation - Grant will support development of a new regional 
conservation framework and strategies for priority land acquisition for Erie County through a partnership 
between the Buffalo Niagara Land Trust, Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper, Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo, 
and Western New York Land Conservancy.  Buffalo Niagara Land Trust is a first time grant 

recipient.

$20,000

Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca,                    
Tompkins County

A Conservation Future for the Finger Lakes Region - Grant will enable Finger Lakes Land Trust to work 
with partners to produce a comprehensive regional conservation plan covering twelve Finger Lakes 
counties and will outline conservation priorities with maps and detailed supporting documentation for 
use by the land trust, towns and local conservation partners.

$25,000

Genesee Land Trust
Rochester,             

Monroe County

El Camino Opportunity - Grant will support a collaboration with Project HOPE, the City of Rochester 
and other partner organizations to connect children, seniors and other residents to nature through 
recreation and environmental education in the El Camino neighborhood. GLT will further develop 
programming along the El Camino multi-purpose trail, offering safe outdoor recreation and trail 
stewardship opportunities for a predominantly minority neighborhood with high rates of poverty.

$38,000

Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo Buffalo,                         
Erie County

Urban Gardens as a Nexus for Environmental Stewardship - Grant will enable Grassroots Gardens of 
Buffalo to develop a partnership with Buffalo Audubon Society to develop and expand its innovative 
school-gardens network, launched in collaboration with the City of Buffalo and the Buffalo Public 
Schools Health and Wellness Department.

$40,000

Conservation Catalyst Grants
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Greene Land Trust Coxsackie,                
Greene County

Greene County Conservation Priorities (Phase 1) - Grant will allow Greene Land Trust to work with local 
towns and other organizations to develop a comprehensive conservation plan for Greene County,  with a 
focus on natural and cultural features and detailed maps to highlight gaps and priority areas for 
conservation in the county.  Greene Land Trust, an all-volunteer land trust, applied for accreditation in 
2015. 

$18,000

Indian River Lakes Conservancy Redwood,           
Jefferson County

Indian River and Lakes Water Project - Grant will support Indian River Lakes Conservancy's efforts to 
convene experts from DEC, Cornell's Community and Regional Development Institute, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, Jefferson County Soil & Water District, and SUNY Oneonta to develop an action 
plan addressing nutrient pollution and water quality problems in the Indian River and nearby lakes.   

$35,000

Mohonk Preserve
New Paltz,              

Ulster County

Providing Stewardship Training to New York's Land Trusts - Grant will enable Mohonk Preserve to 
providea series of five facilitated trainings and discussion sessions on relevant stewardship topics for 
Hudson Valley land trusts and to develop a publicly available final report and resource guide.

$15,000

Mohonk Preserve
New Paltz,              

Ulster County

Collaborative Stewardship of Newly Protected Open Spaces in Rosendale - Grant will support a 
partnership with Wallkill Valley Land Trust to provide shared stewardship services, including ranger 
patrols, trail maintenance, ecological monitoring, search and rescue operations and user outreach in a 
popular public recreation area encompassing portions of the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail, as well as the 
Rosendale Trestle and Joppenburgh Mountain. 

$23,000

New York-New Jersey Trail Conference Project Area: Sullivan 
& Orange Counties

Creating Connections Via Long Distance Trails - Grant will support collaborative efforts to further 
develop two long distance hiking trails, including a protected trail corridor connecting Sterling Forest 
State Park, Goose Pond Mountain State Park, and Schunemunk Mountain State Park, and another trail 
corridor linking Black Rock Forest to Storm King State Park.

$20,000

North Shore Land Alliance
Westbury,            

Nassau County

Water Education Program for Long Island Elementary School Students - Grant will support the 
expansion of North Shore Land Alliance's innovative Long Island Water Education program, enabling 
1,500 fourth, fifth and sixth grade students to complete classes examining water quality and connections 
between surface waters and Long Island's threatened aquifer.

$40,000
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Peconic Land Trust Southampton,         
Suffolk County

Updating Southampton Town's Farmland Preservation Strategy - Grant will enable Peconic Land Trust to 
collaborate with the Town of Southampton to review and update the Town's 1998 Farm and Farmland 
Preservation Strategy and develop new tools and strategies to conserve 2,200 acres of farmland 
remaining in an area facing extreme development pressure and the highest land values in Suffolk County. 

$40,000

The Nature Conservancy - Central & 

Western New York 

Rochester,          
Monroe County

Construction of a Cascade Overlook Bridge at The Nature Conservancy's Rob's Trail - Grant will enable 
The Conservancy's Central and Western New York chapter to partner with DEC to create new public 
access between state lands surrounding Hemlock and Candice Lakes and complete the construction of a 
new foot bridge near the crest of a scenic waterfall on the eastern slopes of Hemlock Lake. Supporting 
the trail-building project will be three inner city high school students from the Conservancy’s Leaders in 
Environmental Action for the Future (LEAF) Program. 

$20,000

The Nature Conservancy - Eastern New 

York 

Albany,               
Albany County

Harnessing the Potential of Carbon Markets for Long-term Forest Protection - Grant will support an 
emerging approach to conservation that focuses on sustaining the range of benefits that forested 
landscapes provide, including clean water, wildlife habitat, forest products and recreational opportunities, 
by leveraging new sources of funding from carbon markets. In this pilot project, TNC will work with 
forest landowners and partnering land trusts throughout eastern New York to identify key forestlands, 
create sustainable forest management plans, and advise landowners on strategies to benefit from third-
party certified forest products and carbon offsets. 

$30,000

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust
Watertown,              

Jefferson County

Landowner Engagement to Secure Key Connectivity Tracts - Grant will allow Tug Hill Tomorrow Land 
Trust to partner with the Adirondack Nature Conservancy and Wildlife Conservation Society to engage 
landowners in the Black River Valley & Black River corridor, a DEC Region 6 Priority Project area. The 
collaboration will seek to involve 6-12 landowners located in a key 3,000-acre linkage between 
Adirondacks and Tug Hill Plateau, providing guidance on land management practices and conservation 
easements and creating a pipeline of new local ambassadors to advance this work.

$40,900

TOTAL $457,540
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Battenkill Conservancy Cambridge,           
Washington County

Grant will enable this twenty-two year old land trust (with 17 acres in fee ownership) to hire its first part-
time Executive Director. Currently an all volunteer land trust with a popular River Watch and watershed 
education programs, the part-time Executive Director position will enable the Conservancy to enhance 
community engagement and broaden its reach and appeal, while taking a more proactive role in direct 
land conservation in the Battenkill River area.

$45,000

Champlain Area Trails Westport,                
Essex County

Grant will enable this six-year old land trust (with 99 acres in fee ownership and 396 acres under 
conservation easement) to hire a full-time Stewardship Coordinator. As a relatively young organization 
with growing momentum, CATS will use the expanded capacity to maintain and improve access to 40+ 
miles of trails in eastern Essex County/Champlain Valley and oversee its fee-owned and conservation 
easement properties.  CATS is currently applying for national accreditation. 

$70,000

Hudson Highlands Land Trust
Garrison,              

Putnam County

Grant will enable this twenty-six year old land trust (with 2,100+ acres under conservation easement) to 
transition a part-time Program and Database Associate into a full-time position with a focus on database 
administration, fundraising and research, and program support. Expanding  the position will satisfy 
HHLT's near term staff capacity needs and enable senior staff to concentrate on core responsibilties in 
development, community outreach, land use/policy advocacy, easement stewardship, and land 
conservation. 

$55,000

Orange County Land Trust
Middletown,         

Orange County

Grant will enable this twenty-two year old land trust (with 1,260+ acres in fee ownership and 1,360+ 
acres under conservation easement) to expand a part-time position into a full-time Stewardship and 
Outreach Coordinator position. The new enhanced position will assist with external communications, 
manage community outreach and engagement programs, and oversee stewardship of OCLT's 12 publicly 
accessible fee-owned preserves. This position will also providesupport to the Director of Development 
and Director of Conservation & Stewardship, enabling these staff to focus on fundraising and project 
cultivation. 

$55,000

Rensselaer Plateau Alliance Petersburgh,            
Rensselaer County 

Grant will enable this six-year old land trust (with 350 acres in fee ownership) to hire its first professional 
staff, a part-time Executive Director and a part-time Adminstrator. With a focus on protecting working 
forestland on the Rensselaer Plateau, RPA has set an ambitious goal of protecting 18,000 acres by 2019. 
RPA recently leveraged federal funding to acquire a 350-acre Community Forest and is leading a multi-
landowner, multi-parcel partnership project to conserve an additional 12,000+ acres of working forest 
with conservation easements in the next few years. Grant funding will also include a Standards and 
Practices Assessment in preparation for national accreditation.

$75,000
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Teatown Lake Reservation Ossining,              
Westchester County

Grant will enable this fifty-two year old land trust (with over 1,000 acres in fee ownership) to hire its first 
full time Bilingual Environmental Educator. Teatown's constituency is composed primarily of residents, 
members, students, and visitors from Westchester County, in which nearly 22% of the population is 
Hispanic or Latino. The enhanced capacity will enable Teatown to expand environmental science and 
education programs in the neighboring Town of Ossining, where nearly 45% of residents are Hispanic or 
Latino. Grant funding will also include a Standards and Practices Assessment in preparation for national 
accreditation.

$70,000

TOTAL $370,000
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Agricultural Stewardship Association
Greenwich,          

Washington County

Healy Lake Farm - conservation easement (117 acres) - Grant will support permanent protection of 
farmland which provides feed for a local dairy operation and is adjacent to another farm recently selected 
for state farmland protection funding. The property has 1,900 feet of frontage along Little White Creek in 
the Hoosic River drainage and is a designated Class A stream suitable for drinking water, swimming, and 
trout spawning habitat.

$15,000

Brooklyn Queens Land Trust Brooklyn,               
Kings County

1100 Bergen Street Garden Acquisition - fee acquisition (0.23 acres) - Grant will enable BQLT to 
acquire a significant community garden property in Crown Heights that has been in existence for over 25 
years. With intensifying development pressures in the neighborhood, acquisition of this community 
garden will ensure its long term protection and stewardship as an important community asset.

$24,000

Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy Jamestown, 
Chautauqua County

Chautauqua Creek Preserve Acquisition & Access Project - fee acquisition (21 acres) - Grant will support 
the CWC's acquisition of its 26th fee-owned property, a priority parcel with 2,150 feet of frontage on 
Chautauqua Creek in the Chautauqua Gorge and adjacent to Chautaqua Gorge State Forest. CWC will 
create and manage public access with an improved parking area and new trail into the Chatauqua Gorge, 
a DEC “Signficant Habitat Area”.

$11,000
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Columbia Land Conservancy
Chatham,             

Columbia County

Taconic Orchard Farmland Protection Project - conservation easement (33 acres) - Grant will help offset 
transaction costs associated with protection of Taconic Orchards, a successful fruit orchard and Century 
Farm (designation of farms remaining in a family for 100 years or more) in the Towns of Livingston and 
Taghkanic. The conservation easement was purchased with a Federal Farm and Ranchland Protection 
Program grant in partnership with Scenic Hudson. 

$18,000

Columbia Land Conservancy
Chatham,           

Columbia County

Livingston Farmland Conservation Project - conservation easement (228 acres) - Grant will support 
protection of two key parcels in the Town of Livingston, including a six-generation family owned and 
operated apple orchard and a non-profit animal rescue sanctuary for horses, goats and other farm animals. 
Conservation easements were purchased on both properties with a Federal Farm and Ranchland 
Protection Program grant in partnership with Scenic Hudson. 

$37,400

Delaware Highlands Conservancy
Narrowsburg,             

Sullivan County

Long Eddy River Access Project - fee acquisition (0.6 acres) - Grant will help Delaware Highlands 
Conservancy acquire a critical riverfront property located along the Delaware River. The property is 
expected to be conveyed to New York State, ensuring public river access, an upgraded boat launch and 
improved parking area.

$8,460

Dutchess Land Conservancy
Millbrook,            

Dutchess County

Verbank Club - conservation easement (75 acres) - Grant will support a project to purchase  development 
rights on 75 acres of the Verbank Hunting and Fishing Club property in the Town of Union Vale. With 
6,000 acres currently under ownership by private sporting clubs in the area, DLC hopes this project will 
further collaboration to connect conservation lands in the North Clove Valley, one of Dutchess County’s 
most important landscapes.

$13,000

Dutchess Land Conservancy
Millbrook,             

Dutchess County

Suter Property - conservation easement and fee acquisition (57.8 acres) - Grant will support DLC's 
partnership with the Town of La Grange through its Municipal Conservation Areas Program. The Town 
will take fee ownership of the property while the land trust will hold an easement. The transfer of the 
Suter property to the Town will result in a contiguous 106 acre multi-use park and provide access to 
athletic fields and recreational trails along the Wappinger Creek Greenway, a top priority ecological 
corridor. 

$14,000

FRIENDS of the Washington County 
Grasslands IBA

Fort Edward,        
Washington County

FIBA Land for Owls: Loftus Parcel - fee acquisition (14 acres) - Grant will support the FIBA's first land 
acquisition project, located in the heart of the Washington County Grasslands Important Bird Area. The 
priority parcel will be opened to the public for birdwatching and managed to support endangered, 
threatened, and declining birds including Short-Eared Owls and other species that depend on grassland 
and early successional habitat.

$2,100
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Indian River Lakes Conservancy Redwood,             
Jefferson County

Building Bridges Between Lands and People - fee acquisitions (205 acres) - Grant will help cover 
transaction costs associated with IRLC's acquisition of two priority parcels adjacent to the Indian River 
DEC Wildlife Management Area.  In addition to buffering and connecting state conservation lands, IRLC 
will develop a new Environmental Education Center with accessible trails, the first such facility in the 
Indian River Lakes area.

$30,000

Mianus River Gorge
Bedford,             

Westchester County

The Levene Project - fee acquisition (73 acres) - Grant will assist with the acquisiton of a top priority 
property that includes headwaters of Piping Brook, a pristine tributary of the Mianus River which 
provides drinking water supply for over 100,000 people. Local donors, the Town of North Castle, 
Westchester Land Trust and other project partners raised $2.8 million for the purchase.

$40,000

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
Slingerlands,             

Albany County

Helderberg Conservation Corridor - Craven Easement - conservation easement (87 acres) - Grant will 
support permanent protection of private lands near the Helderberg Escarpment through a collaboration 
between the Conservancy and Open Space Institute.  This  project will add to a complex of conservation 
land that includes John Boyd Thacher State Park, Indian Ladder Farms and the DEC Black Creek Marsh 
Wildlife Management Area.

$17,000

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
Slingerlands,            

Albany County

Helderberg Conservation Corridor - Tenzin Gyatsu Monastery - fee acquisition & conservation easement 
(355 acres) - Grant will enable the Conservancy to partner with the Open Space Institute, the Town of 
Berne, and Albany County to acquire and place a conservation easement on this historic property on the 
Helderberg Escarpment.  The property, purchased by OSI, will be transferred to the Town of Berne for 
use as a new town park; MHLC will hold the easement.

$3,050

North Shore Land Alliance
Westbury,           

Nassau County

Humes Property Acquisition - fee acquisition (28 acres) - Grant will support the $5.2 million acquisition 
of an important undeveloped parcel in Mill Neck that is adjacent to conservation lands owned by Nassau 
County as well as to the Shu Swamp Preserve and Francis Pond conservation areas. NSLA will develop 
educational programs and create public access on the property, which is designated as a top priority in 
NSLA’s 2014-2020 Draft Open Space Plan.

$40,000

Oblong Land Conservancy Pawling,             
Dutchess County 

Gilbert Preserve - fee acquisition (44 acres) - Grant will enable Oblong Land Conservancy to acquire two 
parcels adjacent to the Swamp River in the Town of Dover and within the Great Swamp Important Bird 
Area.  The properties to be acquired contain forest and wetland habitat important to migratory waterfowl 
and will include public access.

$5,600
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Putnam County Land Trust Brewster,             
Putnam County

Prospect Hill Road Transaction - fee acquisition & conservation easement (81 acres) - Grant will help 
cover transaction costs, including due diligence, survey, management plan and baseline documentation, 
associated with the acquisition and public access improvements on the new preserve, in the Town of 
Southeast.  PCLT expects to donate a conservation easement on the property to Westchester Land Trust 
in 2015. 

$10,000

Rensselaer Land Trust
Troy,               

Rensselaer County

Kinderhook Creek Expansion - fee acquisition (17 acres) - Grant will enable Rensselaer Land Trust to 
expand its Kinderhook Creek Nature Preserve, creating a 59-acre recreation area for hiking, 
snowshoeing, and cross-country skiing and protecting important forest and riparian habitat along 
Kinderhook Creek and Tsatsawassa Creek in Nassau.

$10,000

Thousand Islands Land Trust
Clayton,            

Jefferson County

McNally/Wellesley Island Conservation Initiative - fee acquisition (277 acres) - Grant will support 
TILT's acquisition of three high-priority parcels on Wellesley Island consisting of forested lands and 
wetlands and adjacent toTILT’s 93-acre Barnett Creek Preserve. The acquisition will help catalyze 
additional conservation on Wellsley Island, which supports habitat for migrating waterfowl including 
Wood Duck, Common Merganser, Gadwall, American Black Duck and the Greater Scaup.

$30,000

Westchester Land Trust
Bedford Hills,      

Westchester County

Otter Creek Preserve - fee acquisition (35 acre) - Grant will support transfer of the Otter Creek Preserve, 
in Mamaroneck, from The Nature Conservancy to Westchester Land Trust. As the largest privately-
owned tidal wetland designated and protected as a nature santuary in Westchester County, the Preserve 
will also receive public access improvements.

$30,000

Western New York Land Conservancy
East Aurora,              
Erie County

Conserving the Coulter Farm -  conservation easement (108 acres) - Grant will enable WNYLC to protect 
a popular farm with a u-pick berry operation. Located  in the towns of Cambria and Wilson, Coulter 
Farm is WNYLC's largest protected farmland project to date in Niagara County and will help spur 
additional farmland protection in one of the most productive agricultural areas of the state.

$19,600

TOTAL $378,210
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Catskill Center
Arkville,            

Delaware County
Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices  in preparation for accreditation in the next 3 years. $5,000 

Cazenovia Preservation Foundation
Cazenovia,                 

Madison County
Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices  in preparation for accreditation in the next 3 years. $5,000 

Putnam County Land Trust
Brewster,             

Putnam County
Organizational Assessment based on Land Trust Standards and Practices  in preparation for accreditation in the next 3 years. $5,000 

TOTAL $15,000

Organization                                                  
*Accredited Land Trusts are in Bold

Office Location Project Summary Grant Award

Battenkill Conservancy
Cambridge,           

Washington County

Battenkill Corridor Connections Project Phase II - Grant will build on efforts supported by the Conservation Partnership 
Program to expand the Conservancy's community outreach  programs,  promote watershed education and improve public 
access along the popular Battenkill River.

$20,000 

Capital Roots
Troy,                   

Rensselaer County

Community Garden Capacity Building - Grant will support community garden site improvements and training programs, 
enabling Capital Roots to add 100 new gardeners to manage the 51 community gardens it owns throughout the Capital 
Region and educating  4,000 garden members about the health, social, and physical benefits provided by community 
gardens. 

$18,000 

Catskill Center
Arkville,            

Delaware County

Platte Clove Preserve Access Enhancements - Grant will enable the Catskill Center to make public access improvements to 
their iconic 208-acre Platte Cove Preserve in Greene County, a site made famous by the Hudson River School of artists, and 
to update Preserve maps, signage and interpretative kiosks.

$10,000 

Cazenovia Preservation Foundation
Cazenovia,                 

Madison County

Accreditation Preparation - Grant will enable Cazenovia Preservation Foundation, which was founded in 1967 and oversees 
14 conservation properties and 25 conservation easements on a total of 1,058 acres, to prepare for national accreditation in 
the next two years.

$14,000 

Detailed Roster of 2016 Conservation Partnership Program Grant Awards 
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Central New York land Trust
Syracuse,            

Onondaga County

Creating Conservation Capacity - Grant will enable Central New York Land Trust to build organizational capacity by 
strengthening outreach and communications in the Syracuse area, and by developing a stewardship initiative for the 48 
preserves it manages through a partnership with Onondaga Earth Corps, an urban youth development program based in 
Syracuse.

$25,000 

Delaware Highlands Conservancy
Narrowsburg,             

Sullivan County

Turning Landowner Commitment Into Long-Term Support - Grant will help the Conservancy develop its presence and donor 
base in New York by strengthening its communications and outreach  programs targeting conservation-minded landowners 
in the Upper Delaware River area. 

$21,000 

Dutchess Land Conservancy
Millbrook,            

Dutchess County

Geospatial Inventory & Evaluation of Reserved Rights - Grant will update Conservancy's geographic information system (GIS) 
in order to identify and track buildable and non-buildable areas within the Conservancy's extensive portfolio (387 
conservation easements on 39,000 + acres), improving efforts to analyze risks associated with successor landowners and 
reserved rights on conserved properties.

$10,000 

Finger Lakes Land Trust
Ithaca,                    

Tompkins County

Creating Connections - Grant will support a Finger Lakes Land Trust project to improve parking and site interpretation and to 
complete a resurfaced trail on its 30-acre Bishop Nature Preserve, creating family-friendly access to the Cayuga-Seneca 
Canal Trail, a multi-purpose recreational trail that extends 5 miles to the City of Geneva.  

$30,000 

Friends of the Washington County 
Grasslands Important Bird Area

Fort Edward,        
Washington County

Building Program and Outreach Capacity - Grant will enable Friends of the IBA to develop its fundraising efforts and popular 
wildlife education programs as the all-volunteer organization looks toward  opportunities to hire its first staff and prepare 
for accreditation. 

$25,000 

Genesee Land Trust
Rochester,             

Monroe County

Communicating the Conservation Connections - Grant will strengthen GLT's communications program in order to reach and 
engage a new and diverse constituency in the greater Rochester area and provide opportunities for local communities to 
connect with nature through programs such as GLT's urban youth conservationists pilot program and Alasa Farms school 
field trips.

$25,000 

Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo
Buffalo,                         

Erie County

Regional Impact Through Community Gardens - Grant will assist Grassroots Gardens of Buffalo and Greenprint Niagara as 
they move forward on a strategic merger that will strengthen community garden programs in Buffalo and the City of Niagara 
Falls.  Once the merger is completed, the organization will be renamed Grassroots Gardens of Western New York.

$40,000 
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Great Swamp Conservancy
Canastota,             

Madison County

Conservation Education Programming - Grant will support the Conservancy's Outreach and Community Engagement 
Coordinator and its popular environmental education and Watchable Wildlife program by building stronger relationships 
with visitors, local schools and volunteers. 

$25,000 

Green Guerillas
New York,                 

New York County

Supporting the Bronx Land Trust & Manhattan Land Trusts - Grant will enable Green Guerillas to advance its collaboration 
with the Bronx Land Trust and Manhattan Land Trust, helping to provide services, support and programming for 30+ 
permanently protected community gardens.

$20,000 

Huyck Preserve
Rensselaerville,            
Albany County

Implementing Best Forest & Wildlife Management Practices - Grant will support a comprehensive ecological resource survey 
for the 2,093-acre Preserve, which was founded in 1931. The project will help define strategic conservation priorities and 
enable the Preserve to develop a stewardship master plan to prepare for accreditation and implement best forest and 
wildlife management practices. 

$30,000 

Kingston Land Trust
Kingston,                  

Ulster County

Investing in Engagement and Development Capacity - Grant will help this all-volunteer, urban land trust in the City of 
Kingston to take the next step in developing its communications and fundraising efforts, in order to increase community 
engagement and build long-term financial support. 

$28,500 

Lake George Land Conservancy
Bolton Landing, 
Warren County

Organizational Efficiency & Technology Enhancements - Grant will enable LGLC to acquire a new, state of the art database to 
strengthen its fundraising capacity and to improve land management and stewardship systems for the 4,863 acres of 
conservation land that it oversees. 

$20,000 

Lake Placid Land Conservancy
Lake Placid,               

Essex County

Outreach Program Development - Grant will help Lake Placid Land Conservancy develop and launch a  land registry pilot 
program that will expand strategic outreach to private landowners in areas prioritized for conservation and offer "citizen 
science" programming to educate landowners about wildlife habitat, invasive species, seasonal phenology and climate 
change.

$25,000 

Lewisboro Land Trust
Lewisboro,          

Westchester County

Access Nature - Grant will support Lewisboro Land Trust's Access Nature initiative, a collaboration with local towns, schools 
and community partners, including a local organization that provides individualized care for people with disabilities, to 
provide inclusive, community access to local public nature preserves and trails.

$2,900 

Mianus River Gorge
Bedford,             

Westchester County

Native Species Triage - Grant will enable Mianus River Gorge to implement a biodiversity protection and restoration 
program on its 877-acre preserve, focusing on invasive species control, restoration & re-introduction of native flora, and 
development of a new seed-source protection system.

$20,000 
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Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
Slingerlands,             

Albany County

Conserving and Connecting Communities for 25 Years & Beyond - Grant will enable Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy to 
enhance and expand its communications, marketing and fundraising efforts to reach and recruit a wider audience, with the 
goal of building a more robust Capital Region land trust and in anticipation of its 25th anniversary in 2017.  

$40,000 

Mohonk Preserve
New Paltz,              

Ulster County

Providing Outdoor STEM Education for Disadvantaged Youth - Grant will support Mohonk Preserve's pioneering initiative to 
provide outdoor-based Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)  education experiences for 230 middle school 
and high school students from the Hudson Valley, including at-risk urban youth from the City of Newburgh. 

$20,000 

North Shore Land Alliance
Westbury,           

Nassau County

Preserve Stewardship Internship Program - Grant will enable North Shore Land Alliance to recruit a program leader and four 
interns (in college and/or recent graduates) who will focus on stewardship projects, gaining career-training and mentoring 
opportunities through hands-on service to the land.

$20,000 

Otsego Land Trust
Cooperstown,             
Otsego County

Changing Lives Through Organizational Impact - Grant will enable Otsego Land Trust to engage a national community 
conservation expert as they further efforts to increase community impact, enhance landowner outreach, and more 
effectively reflect the needs of their regional service area.

$10,000 

Pound Ridge Land Conservancy
Pound Ridge,      

Westchester County

Community Supported Restoration - Grant will PRLC's efforts to restore native habitat at its 38-acre Halle Preserve and at its 
18-acre Richards Preserve, with a focus on removing invasive non-native species and engaging with partner organizations, 
volunteers, and preserve neighbors to raise awareness about methods for preserving and enhancing plant diversity.

$6,900 

Putnam County Land Trust
Brewster,             

Putnam County
Management Plans - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Putnam County Land Trust to complete management plans for 12 of 
its 33 fee-owned nature preserve properties in preparation for land trust accreditation in the next two years.

$9,500 

Rensselaer Plateau Alliance
Petersburgh,            

Rensselaer County 

Ramping up the Rensselaer Plateau Community Forest - Grant will support efforts to complete public access improvements, 
including improved parking, signage, composting toilet, and mountain bike trails to allow community members, partner 
organizations and volunteers to implement programs and priority activities outlined in RPA's Poestenkill,/Rensselaer Plateau 
Community Forest Plan. 

$30,000 
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Saratoga P.L.A.N.
Saratoga Springs,      
Saratoga County

Strategic Building Blocks for Conservation - Grant will enable Saratoga PLAN to engage volunteers, interns, landowners, 
community partners, and biologists with a focus on land conservation priorities and to complete a business plan for 
resourcing its conservation initiatives in the fastest growing county in New York state.

$30,000 

Thousand Islands Land Trust
Clayton,               

Jefferson County

Advancement of Zenda Farms Preserve - Grant will enable the Thousand Islands Land Trust to develop a comprehensive 
business plan to guide the development of community events, additional programming, and farm activities on its popular 
405-acre Zenda Farm preserve.

$38,000 

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust
Watertown,              

Jefferson County

Enhancing Community Engagement Through Web and Social Media Development - Grant will enable Tug Hill Tomorrow 
Land Trust to improve its outreach and community engagement through the development of an updated, interactive 
website and expanded use of social media and mobile-ready platforms.

$28,000 

Wallkill Valley Land Trust 
New Paltz,              

Ulster County

Identifying Priority Lands for Conservation - Grant will provide funding for Wallkill Valley Land Trust to engage experts in a 
project to thoroughly map conservation priority areas in their service area, allowing the land trust and partner organizations 
to implement a more proactive strategy of pursuing conservation easements on private lands.

$25,000 

Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park
Wilton, Saratoga 

County

Capacity Building Through Community Outreach - Grant will support Wilton Wildlife Preserve and Park's ongoing community 
engagement efforts by enabling recruitment of interns to develop  maps, brochures and other updated communication 
materials, including interpretive materials used in its popular environmental education programs.

$20,000 

Woodstock Land Conservancy
Woodstock,           

Ulster County
Accreditation Support - Grant will enable the Conservancy to obtain expert assistance in preparation for accreditation in 
2016 and to provide training and support as the Conservancy transitions to new Executive Director leadership.

$10,000 

TOTAL $696,800
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American Farmland Trust
Saratoga Springs,      
Saratoga County

Connecting Climate Resilience and Farmland Conservation - Grant will launch American Farmland Trust's efforts to engage 
farmers, conservation partners and others about opportunities to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions by conserving 
agricultural lands and protecting soil quality in New York. 

$20,000 

American Farmland Trust
Saratoga Springs,      
Saratoga County

Building Capacity to Bring a Next Generation onto Farmland - Grant will support an AFT initiative to strengthen a 
professional statewide support network to advance priority farmland conservation and to assist farms in transitioning to the 
next generation of farmers through a statewide needs assessment, outreach and coaching.

$20,000 

Brooklyn Queens Land Trust
Brooklyn,               

Kings County

Celebrate, Innovate, Reconnect, Link-up and Education (CIRCLE) Initiative - Grant will enable Brooklyn-Queens Land Trust to 
implement its CIRCLE initiative, fostering community engagement and environmental sustainability within their network of 
30+ community gardens, catalyzing new partnerships to support BQLT's pioneering program of urban conservation, 
stewardship, and community-building. 

$40,000 

Capital Roots
Troy,                   

Rensselaer County

Strengthening the Capital Region's Foodshed Through Food Assessment - Grant will enable Capital Roots to partner with 
research institutions, land trusts and other partners to conduct a systematic assessment of the Capital Region's food system, 
its strengths and weaknesses, and opportunities to make improvements that can benefit both agricultural producers and 
low income communities.

$30,000 

New York-New Jersey Trail Conference
Catskill Region 
(Project Area), 

Delaware County

Catskill Access and Stewardship Program - Grant will enable the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference to collaborate with 
land trusts to design, build, promote and manage a network of  "community trails" in the Catskills region by sharing 
expertise in trail layout and design, volunteer training and recruitment, and best practices in trail maintenance.

$30,000 

Open Space Institute
New York,                 

New York County

2016 New York State Land Conservation Summit - Grant will enable the Open Space Institute to lead a collaborative effort 
with land trusts and other partners to coordinate and deliver a major statewide land conservation conference that will 
include expert-led workshops, field trips, and networking opportunities.  The Summit, scheduled for May 2016 in Saratoga 
Springs, is expected to draw 300+ attendees.

$38,000 
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Peconic Land Trust
Southampton, 
Suffolk County

Revitalizing Conservation in the Town of Riverhead - Grant will support Peconic Land Trust's initiative to identify and 
prioritize farmland and undeveloped open space in the Town of Riverhead and to assist the Town in  re-establishing its 
farmland protection and Transfer of Development Right (TDR) programs.

$30,000 

Rensselaer Land Trust
Troy,                   

Rensselaer County

Rensselaer County Conservation Plan - Grant will enable the Rensselaer Land Trust, with input and collaboration from 
municipalities, community groups, land trusts, and residents, to complete its first county-wide, strategic land conservation 
assessment, a project that will identify and map priority wildlife habitat, water resources and scenic values and include 
public workshops and community outreach.

$40,000 

The Scenic Hudson Land Trust
New Paltz,              

Ulster County

Wayfinding and Trail Design - Grant will support Scenic Hudson's leading efforts to develop and promote a continuous 
multimodal trail system along the Black Creek Corridor through the Towns of Esopus and Lloyd that recognizes the area's 
history and biodiversity,  advancing tourism and outdoor recreation in the area.  

$37,000 

Teatown Lake Reservation
Ossining,              

Westchester County

Coordinating Land Trusts to Galvanize Public Support for Conservation - Grant will enable Teatown Lake Reservation to take 
the next step in advancing the Environmental Monitoring and Management Alliance (EMMA), an innovative, regional 
platform for sharing data, best practices and strategies in land stewardship, stakeholder engagement and efforts to build 
public awareness of conservation issues in the greater Hudson Valley.  

$38,000 

TOTAL $323,000

Conservation Catalyst Grants (continued)
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Agricultural Stewardship Association
Greenwich, 

Washington County

Development Director - Grant will enable this twenty-six year old land trust (with 16,615 acres under conservation 
easement) to hire its full-time Development Coordinator. With enhanced capacity for fundraising and major donor 
engagement, ASA will be positioned to raise both the capital and operating funds it needs to advance ambitious 
conservation objectives, including a goal of conserving an additional 8,400 acres by 2020.

$75,000

Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy
Jamestown, 

Chautauqua County

Conservation Lands Manager - Grant will enable this twenty-six year old land trust (with 747 acres in fee ownership and 16 
acres under conservation easement) to hire its first full-time Conservation Lands Manager, who will manage the 
Conservancy's portfolio of conserved lands, accelerate completion of new conservation projects, and help the land trust 
prepare for accreditation in the next three years.  Funding will include a Land Trust Standards and Practices Assessment.

$80,000

Columbia Land Conservancy
Chatham, Columbia 

County

Stewardship Associate - Grant will enable this thirty year old land trust (with 2,481 acres in fee ownership and 25,381 acres 
under conservation easement) to hire a full-time Stewardship Associate.  The position will augment the Conservancy's 
stewardship program, working with the Conservation Easement Stewardship Manager to oversee an expansive portfolio of 
public conservation areas and conservation easements across the county. 

$72,000

Westchester Land Trust
Bedford,             

Westchester County

Preserve Manager & Educator - Grant will enable this twenty-eight year old land trust (with 720 acres in fee ownership and 
5,148 acres under conservation easement) to hire a full-time Preserve Manager and Educator. As WLT looks to strengthen 
community interest in the care of conserved properties, this new position will add capacity for the maintenance, 
stewardship and enhancement of its 29 nature preserves, as well as capacity for education and outreach in Westchester's 
diverse communities.  

$66,000

Western New York Land Conservancy
East Aurora, Erie 

County

Land Protection Director - Grant will enable this twenty-five year old land trust (with 745 acres in fee ownership and 4,591 
acres under conservation easement) to hire its first full-time Land Protection Director.  The new position will develop and 
accelerate the Conservancy's regional land conservation efforts, enabling them to keep pace with growing interest in land 
conservation, particularly in Erie County and Niagara County.  

$30,000

Winnakee Land Trust
Rhinebeck, Dutchess 

County

Operations & Development Manager - Grant will enable this twenty-seven year old land trust (with 178 acres in fee 
ownership and 2,200 under conservation easement) to hire its first full-time Operations and Development Manager, who 
will support the land trust's development and fundraising activities including membership,  events, communications, and 
community outreach.

$75,000

TOTAL $398,000

Professional Development Grants
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Battenkill Conservancy
Cambridge,           

Washington County

Schmidt Meadow Preserve Project - fee acquisition (11 acres) - Grant will cover costs associated with acquisition of a prime 
riverfront parcel with over 2,000 ft. of stream frontage, enabling the Conservancy to create a new public access point to the 
popular river, complete a survey and species inventory, and implement stream habitat improvements. 

$10,000 

Champlain Area Trails
Westport, Essex 

County

Split Rock Wildway, Duca Parcel - conservation easement (120.5 acres) - grant will support permanent protection of private 
lands located within a critical wildlife corridor that connects the Split Rock Wild Forest and the Adirondack mountains and 
enable CATS to further develop its Westport to Essex (“hamlet-to-hamlet”) community trails initiative. 

$30,000 

Cragsmoor Conservancy
Cragsmoor, Ulster 

County

Zeger/Moore Property - conservation easement (9 acres) - Grant will help cover costs association with permanent protection 
of a forested property in the hamlet of Cragsmoor, near Sam's Point Preserve at the southern end of  Minnewaska State 
Park. 

$2,750 

Finger Lakes Land Trust
Ithaca,                    

Tompkins County

Otisco Shoreline Protection Project - fee acquisition (38 acres) - Grant will support the acquisition of a parcel featuring 1,300 
ft. of rare, undeveloped shoreline on Otisco Lake, home to nesting habitat for bald eagles, mature hardwood forest and 
scenic ravines. Finger Lakes Land Trust intends to open the new preserve to the public, allowing low-impact recreation such 
as hiking, canoeing, fishing, and bird watching.

$30,000

Genesee Land Trust
Rochester,             

Monroe County

Cornwall on Lake Ontario - fee acquisition (74 acres) - Grant will support GLT's acquisition of a priority property along the 
Lake Ontario shoreline in the historic Hamlet of Pultneyville. Genesee Land Trust plans to engage the community to develop 
management plan and public access plan that will make the new conservation property an extension of the walkable 
community as well as a destination for visitors and school field trips.

$20,500

Hudson Highlands Land Trust
Garrison, Putnam 

County

O’Connell Boulder Preserve Partnership Project - fee acquisition and conservation easement (31 acres) - Grant will support a 
collaborative project involving Hudson Highlands Land Trust (easement holder) and Westchester Land Trust (fee holder) that 
will result in permanent protection of two priority parcels in the Putnam Valley area.  The preserve will be open to the public 
for wildlife viewing  and low impact recreation.

$20,000

Conservation Transaction Grants
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Hudson Highlands Land Trust
Garrison, Putnam 

County

Watergrass Sanctuary Project - fee acquisition and conservation easement (20 acres) - Grant will support a collaboration 
between Hudson Highlands Land Trust, Scenic Hudson, and Putnam Highlands Audubon Society to acquire a priority parcel 
that will be added to the Audubon Society's Watergrass Sanctuary.

$24,000

Indian River Lakes Conservancy
Redwood, Jefferson 

County

Indian River Headwaters Access Initiative - fee acquisition (354 acres) - Grant will facilitate one of the Conservancy's most 
significant conservation projects to date, the acquisition of key parcel in the headwaters of the Indian River that is adjacent 
to the Frank E. Jadwin Memorial State Forest in Lewis County. Deliverables will include a comprehensive management plan 
and development of public access facilities, including parking, trails, and dock to support water quality research, 
environmental education, and public recreation.

$35,000

Lake George Land Conservancy
Bolton Landing, 
Warren County

Pinnacle Project - fee acquisition (73 acres) - Grant will help cover costs associated with LGLC's purchase of a 73-acre top 
priority parcel known locally as The Pinnacle. The Pinnacle is the 2nd highest peak in the town of Bolton Landing; LGLC 
purchased the property to help protect water quality on Lake George, preserve the viewshed of Bolton Landing and create 
new public access to low-impact recreational trails. 

$19,000

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
Slingerlands, Albany 

County

Fox Property Acquisition - fee acquisition (70 acres) - Grant will assist the Conservancy's acquisition of a priority property in 
the Town of Colonie, resulting in the establishment of MHLC's 16th nature preserve and its first conservation property on 
the Mohawk River.  The Fox Preserve will create a new neighborhood access point to the 86-mile Mohawk Hudson Bikeway, 
which has 250,000 annual users.

$20,000

North Shore Land Alliance
Westbury, Nassau 

County

Expansion of Wawapek Preserve - fee acquisition (3 acres) - Grant will support acquisition of a key parcel  immediately 
adjacent to NSLA's recently established 32-acre Wawapek Preserve in Cold Spring Harbor. The property includes an existing 
residence and outbuildings that will be developed into a nature and education center supporting public access, community 
programming and stewardship activities.

$25,000

Northeast Wilderness Trust
Split Rock Wildway, 

Essex County 
(project area)

Split Rock Wildway Conservation - fee acquisition (27 acres) - Grant will enable Northeast Wilderness Trust to acquire a 
priority parcel containing undeveloped forestland, expanding on its efforts to protect the Brookfield Headwaters and 
enhance public access in the heart of the Split Rock Wildway.

$13,600

Conservation Transaction Grants (continued)
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Ontario Bays Initiative
Chaumont, 

Jefferson County

Potter Easement Project - conservation easement (40.4 acres) - Grant will be used to complete a baseline documentation 
report,  an environmental hazards assessment, and a stewardship plan for a recently donated conservation easement on 
private lands near the Perch River Wildlife Management Area and Fort Drum.

$6,000

Ontario Bays Initiative
Chaumont, 

Jefferson County

Stoney Cove Easement - conservation easement (52.6 acres) - Grant will enable the land trust to complete a baseline 
documentation report, an environmental hazards assessment, and a stewardship plan for a high-priority easement on 
private lands along Lake Ontario.  The project will help leverage federal funding for St. Lawrence River/Thousand Islands 
area land trusts through the North American Wetland Conservation Act (NAWCA).

$6,750

Orange County Land Trust
Middletown, 

Orange County

Monroe Buffer Land Project - fee acquisition (11 acres) - Grant will support a collaborative project involving  Orange County 
Land Trust and the New York New Jersey Trail Conference to acquire a priority parcel of undeveloped land in the Town of 
Monroe that will serve as a buffer for the popular Appalachian Trail and strengthen land protection in the Sterling Forest 
area.

$14,000

Otsego Land Trust
Cooperstown, 
Otsego County

Stock Farm - conservation easement (283 acres) - Grant will help cover costs associated with a significant conservation 
project to permanently preserve the historic Stock Farm, formerly part of the Owen D. Young Home Farm.  The easement 
will protect quality agricultural land and Otsquago Creek, a Class C Trout Stream adjacent to another 147- acre conservation 
easement.  

$9,200

Rensselaer Land Trust
Troy, Rensselaer 

County

Kinderhook Creek Nature Preserve Expansion - fee acquisition (26.5 acres) - Grant will support efforts to expand the land 
trust's popular Kinderhook Creek Nature Preserve, which includes four miles of trails and provides opportunities for hiking, 
fishing, nature viewing, snowshoeing and skiing, and is a favorite destination for local geocachers.

$7,500

Rensselaer Plateau Alliance
Petersburgh, 

Rensselaer County

Chestnut Hill  – fee acquisition (34 acres). Grant will support RPA's recent acquisition of a key parcel that is contiguous to a 
pending 12,348‐acre conservation easement project with funding from the Rensselaer Plateau Working Forests/USDA Forest 
Legacy Program.   Grant funds will support public access improvements on a forested site that boasts mature nut-producing 
and likely blight-resistant American Chestnut Trees.

$6,900

Conservation Transaction Grants (continued)
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St. Lawrence Land Trust
Canton, St. 

Lawrence County

Hart's Falls Preserve - fee acquisition (40 acres) - Grant will support acquisition of St. Lawrence Land Trust's first fee-owned 
conservation property, and will help cover costs associated with the development of public access and a management plan 
for stewardship of the preserve, which contains high quality riparian habitat and culturally-significant waterfalls on the 
Grasse River in northern St. Lawrence County. 

$12,000

Western New York Land Conservancy
East Aurora, Erie 

County

The World-Class Stella Niagara Preserve - fee acquisition (29 acres) - Grant will support public access improvements at one 
of the most significant conservation projects in the Conservancy's 25 year history. The Conservancy secured $1.4 million for 
the acquisition of the ecologically and historically unique Stella Niagara Preserve, a signature conservation property that will 
feature walking trails, kayak access and a quarter-mile of undeveloped shoreline on the Niagara River.

$40,000

Woodstock Land Conservancy
Woodstock, Ulster 

County

Bluestone Wild Forest - fee acquisition (123 acres - Grant will help cover costs associated with the Conservancy's largest fee 
land acquisition to date, a key parcel within the bounds of the Bluestone State Forest.  The property features undeveloped 
forest and wildlife habitat; grant funding will help the Conservancy develop public access including a parking area, signage, 
kiosk and trails.

$15,000

TOTAL $367,200

Conservation Transaction Grants (continued)
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Adirondack Land Trust Keene Valley, Essex 
County

Transitioning Adirondack Land Trust - Grant will support the Adirondack Land Trust as it transitions into an independent organization, develops community 
programming and prepares for national accreditation in 2018. $30,000

Agricultural Stewardship Association Greenwich, Washington 
County

Communicating for Greater Conservation Impact - Grant will enable the accredited Agricultural Stewardship Association to update and improve its 
messaging and communication tools by creating a new website and external communications materials, building on regional themes and marketing 
strategies developed with past support from the Conservation Partnership Program.

$25,000

Bedford Audubon Society Katonah, Westchester 
County

Protect & Conserve - Grant will enable Bedford Audubon to complete updated surveys for two key nature preserves in compliance  with Land Trust 
Standards and Practices, protecting the conservation land against encroachment and preparing the organization for national accreditation in the next three 
years. 

$25,000

Brooklyn Queens Land Trust Brooklyn, Kings County
Growing BQLT's Reach and Capacity - Grant will enable Brooklyn Queens Land Trust to take the next step in developing a long-range professional staffing 
and fundraising plan that will help it  grow sustainably,  support the 31 community gardens it owns, and further prepare for national accreditation. $40,000

Catskill Center
Arkville, Delaware 

County
Accreditation Assistance - Grant will enable the Catskill Center, which operates in the Catskill Park and the New York City watershed, to prepare for national 
accreditation in 2018. $25,000

Cazenovia Preservation Foundation
Cazenovia, Madison 

County

Building Capacity Through a New Era of Fundraising - Grant will enable the Cazenovia Preservation Foundation to strengthen its capacity for local 
fundraising, giving the organizations additional financial resources and expertise to grow into the future. Cazenovia Preservation Foundation is applying for 
national accreditation in 2017. 

$7,500

Champlain Area Trails Westport, Essex County

Trail Creation, Enhancement and Outdoor Education - Grant will enable the accredited Champlain Area Trails to prepare 40+ miles of trails for summer use in 
partnership with the American Hiking Society's "Volunteer Vacationers", to create a new Wildway Passage Connector Trail that links to the Split Rock Wild 
Forest, and to develop community outreach and education offerings that will highlight unique natural communities throughout New York’s Champlain 
Valley.

$15,000

Cragsmoor Conservancy
Cragsmoor, Ulster 

County

Cragsmoor Community Conservation Education - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Cragsmoor Conservancy to work with regional experts to develop a 
program of environmental analysis, community outreach and community conservation with the goal of stimulating landowner and community interest in 
conservation and growing financial support for the organization.

$12,000

Dutchess Land Conservancy
Millbrook, Dutchess 

County

Land Conservation Collaboration - Grant will support a formal collaboration between the accredited Dutchess Land Conservancy and the accredited, all-
volunteer Oblong Land Conservancy to develop a joint strategic conservation plan for the Great Swamp region in eastern Dutchess County, identifying 
strategies to accelerate and coordinate protection of high conservation value private lands in their overlapping service areas. 

$30,000

Detailed Roster of 2017 Conservation Partnership Program Grant Awards 
Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants
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Esopus Creek Conservancy Saugerties, Ulster 
County

Getting Every Kid Out in Nature: Building on Our Success - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Esopus Creek Conservancy to build on past efforts to utilize its 
preserve as an outdoor classroom for local school groups, help the organization to broaden its outreach and programming and to engage a broader segment 
of the community.

$11,000

Genesee Land Trust Rochester, Monroe 
County

Welcome to Genesee Land Trust Preserves - Grant will enable the accredited Genesee Land Trust to grow its regional presence and visibility by improving 
ease of use and accessibility to four of its nature preserves, with a goal of increasing the number and diversity of visitors and offering users a more 
welcoming and educational experience.

$18,000

Genesee Valley Conservancy
Geneseo, Livingston 

County

Farmland Community Outreach and Enhanced Prioritization - Grant will enable the accredited Genesee Valley Conservancy to capitalize on its success as a 
leader in state farmland protection by developing signage and videos to recognize protected farms in Livingston County and strengthening regional farmland 
preservation efforts in Wyoming County.  

$20,000

Green Guerillas New York, New York 
Strengthening the Bronx Land Trust and Manhattan Land Trust - Grant will enable Green Guerillas, a city-wide community garden support organization, to 
continue a strategic collaboration in support of the all-volunteer Bronx and Manhattan Land Trusts,  helping the organizations to manage 30+ community 
gardens properties in under-served neighborhoods.

$30,000

Indian River Lakes Conservancy Redwood, Jefferson 
County

Building a Strategic Plan for IRLC's Third Decade - Grant will enable the recently accredited Indian River Lakes Conservancy to evaluate strategies and 
programming to position the organization for a sustainable future, including board training and recruitment,  creation of a new Strategic Vision Statement 
and a 3-year strategic plan.

$18,000

Indian River Lakes Conservancy Redwood, Jefferson 
County

Community Outreach & Communications for Conservation & Sustainability - Grant will enable the accredited Indian River Lakes Conservancy to develop a 
series of outreach events and programs with the goal of strengthening relationships with local communities and providing opportunities for residents and 
visitors to connect with and develop a deeper understanding of the Indian River Lakes region.

$20,000

Lake Placid Land Conservancy Lake Placid, Essex 
County

Citizen Science Monitoring Program - Grant will enable Lake Placid Land Conservancy to take next step in the development of its community outreach 
program by identifying and enrolling landowners into its wildlife monitoring program and through implementation of a new citizen science initiative focused 
on pollinators, invasive species, wildlife monitoring and phenology.

$20,000

Mohonk Preserve New Paltz, Ulster 
County

Fields Conservation and Stewardship - Grant will enable the accredited Mohonk Preserve to develop a monitoring, conservation and stewardship plan for 
440 acres of grasslands and old agricultural fields with the goal of identifying priority areas for management and restoration of resilient habitat that will 
support imperiled species of birds, pollinators, and other wildlife. 

$25,000

New York Agricultural Land Trust Elbridge, Onondaga 
County

Growing Capacity Within the Community - Grant will support New York Agricultural Land Trust and its efforts to strengthen its fundraising and community 
engagement through strategic outreach designed to promote its mission of regional agricultural  protection and to strengthen organizational and fiscal 
sustainability.  

$9,250

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Orange County Land Trust Middletown, Orange 
County

Accreditation Renewal Preparation - Grant will support the accredited Orange County Land Trust to update conservation easement project documentation 
and management plans in preparation for accreditation renewal in 2018. $10,000

Peconic Land Trust
Southampton, Suffolk 

County 

National Accreditation Preparation - Grant will support Peconic Land Trust and its two supporting organizations, Nassau Land Trust and South Fork Land 
Foundation, to review and update project documentation for a portfolio of conservation easements and fee-owned properties in preparation for national 
accreditation in 2018.  

$28,000

Pound Ridge Land Conservancy Pound Ridge, 
Westchester County

Reforestation of Carolin's Grove and Halle Ravine Preserves - Grant will enable the Pound Ridge Land Conservancy to develop and implement reforestation 
efforts at two preserves in order to support long-term resilience against erosion, forest pests and invasive species (including hemlock woolly adelgid) and to 
enhance long-term forest regeneration.

$15,000

Putnam County Land Trust Brewster, Putnam 
County

Twin Hill Public Access Improvements - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Putnam County Land Trust to increase its visibility and attract community support 
through completion of public access and trail improvements at its Ice Pond Conservation Area, a 177-acre nature preserve protected in collaboration with 
Westchester Land Trust and Friends of the Great Swamp. 

$23,000

Putnam County Land Trust
Brewster, Putnam 

County
2017 Strategic Organizational Plan - Grant will enable the all-volunteer Putnam County Land Trust to develop and implement a multi-year strategic 
organizational plan that will guide the organization’s programs going forward.  PCLT is applying for national accreditation in 2017.  $7,100

Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy Accord, Ulster County
Community Engagement - Grant will enable the accredited, all-volunteer Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy to build its profile by launching a community 
engagement and outreach initiative that will include development of a new website, social media initiatives, and community outreach efforts. $23,000

St. Lawrence Land Trust
Canton, St. Lawrence 

County

Capacity Building for Sustainability - Grant will enable the all-volunteer St. Lawrence Land Trust to develop an innovative program for student interns and 
volunteers in partnership with St. Lawrence University, increasing its capacity to focus on priority projects including community outreach, stewardship 
activities,  public access improvements, and ongoing accreditation preparation.

$13,000

Thousand Islands Land Trust
Clayton, Jefferson 

County

The Advancement of Zenda Farms Preserve: Phase Two - Grant will enable the accredited Thousand Islands Land Trust to implement programming outlined 
in the recently completed business plan for the 405-acre Zenda Preserve (developed with past support from the Conservation Partnership Program), 
including education programs, community engagement, and demonstration projects in collaboration with Clarkson University. 

$30,000

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust Watertown, Jefferson 
County

Building Stewardship Capacity - Grant will enable the accredited Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust to establish a new protected lands database system (95 
conservation easements covering 18,700+ acres) and to enhance capacity for a seasonal stewardship pilot-program to support its rapidly growing 
conservation portfolio and stewardship activities. 

$25,000

Wilton Wildlife Preserve & Park Wilton, Saratoga County
Using Interns to Diversify Audience, Enrich Programs, and Achieve our Mission - Grant will enable Wilton Wildlife Preserve and Park to expand its popular 
internship program with the goal of bringing environmental education and related programming to a  underserved members of the community in 
collaboration with the Franklin Community Center's Project Lift After-School Program.

$18,000

Winnakee Land Trust Rhinebeck, Dutchess 
County 

Strategic Plan and Conservation Plan Update - Grant will enable the accredited Winnakee Land Trust to complete and adopt a new five-year organizational 
strategic plan that will guide the organization through 2021, to develop a new financial development plan, and to revise and update its strategic land 
conservation plan.

$12,000

Woodstock Land Conservancy
Woodstock, Ulster 

County

Developing Community-Based Strategies and Actions to Combat Climate Change - Grant will enable Woodstock Land Conservancy to explore strategies for 
addressing local and regional impacts of climate change, including prioritization of land conservation opportunities that integrates climate resilience and 
engagement with local communities renewable energy, sustainable technologies and related issues. The Conservancy applied for national accreditation in 
2016 (in process).

$18,000

TOTAL $602,850

Organization                                                  
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Agricultural Stewardship Association
Greenwich, Washington 

County
Upgrades for Stewardship - Grant will enable the accredited Agricultural Stewardship Association to update baseline documentation and project 
documentation for 28 conservation easements in preparation for accreditation renewal. $7,900

Central New York land Trust
Syracuse, Onondaga 

County 

Polishing "Gems": Improving Documentation for Central New York Land Trust's Fee-Owned Nature Preserves - Grant will enable CNYLT to update and 
improve project documentation and management plans for 48 fee-owned nature preserves in Onondaga and Oswego Counties in preparation for 
accreditation within the next three years..

$9,800

The Trust for Public Land New York, New York
New York Conservation Easement Baselines  - Grant will support the Trust for Public Lands in updating project documentation, in compliance with Land Trust 
Standards and Practices. TPL recently applied for national accreditation. $7,300

TOTAL $25,000

Stewardship Grants

Capacity & Excellence Category--Capacity Grants (continued)
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American Farmland Trust
Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County

Building Land Trust Capacity to Tell Farm Stories - Grant will enable the American Farmland Trust to train and support New York land trusts in effectively 
conveying the importance of protecting farmland and bringing a new generation of farmers on to the land.  With an emphasis on audio, compelling photos 
and video, this initiative will provide storytelling workshops and coaching, a new Farm Story website, and creation of a short film highlighting the impact of 
AFT and other partner organizations involved in the Hudson Valley Farmlink Network (developed with past support from the Conservation Partnership 
Program).

$20,000

Open Space Institute New York, New York

Palmertown Range Community Conservation Plan - Grant will enable the accredited Open Space institute to partner with Saratoga PLAN and community 
stakeholders in order to undertake a comprehensive planning effort to guide conservation, recreation, sustainable forestry and development in the 
Palmertown Range area of north-central Saratoga County. The goals of this grant are to accelerate conservation of private land conservation between 
Moreau Lake and Saratoga Spa state parks and to create a 13-mile recreational link between the parks and local communities including Saratoga Springs, 
Glens Falls and Queensbury.

$40,000

Otsego Land Trust Cooperstown, Otsego 
County

Fostering Conservation Ethics in the Next Generation Through Collaborative Watershed Studies - Grant will enable the accredited Otsegp Land Trust to 
develop a pilot project to provide a deeper level of community conservation programming. In partnership with the Schoharie River Center and Otsego 
County Conservation Association, the new initiative will give youth (ages 12-18) at three schools in rural, low-income areas of Otsego County new 
opportunities to learn about water ecology, water quality monitoring, and the importance of local resource conservation.

$26,000

Rensselaer Plateau Alliance Petersburgh, Rensselaer 
County

Rensselaer Plateau Children's Forest - Grant will enable RPA to partner with the Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center, Grafton Lakes State Park, and 
local public schools of Rensselaer County, to create the first U.S. Forest Service-recognized children’s forest in the Northeast region. The Children's Forest 
will enable local school children to learn about local forests and their local environment through hands-on educational programming in an outdoor 
classroom setting.  RPA is applying for national accreditation in 2017.

$45,000

Scenic Hudson
New Paltz, Ulster 

County

Creating a Scenic Hudson Climate Change Mitigation Strategy - Grant will enable the accredited Scenic Hudson to engage experts to develop new replicable 
models for renewable energy siting and for climate-resilient agriculture in an effort to help plan for and mitigate the climate change impacts in the Hudson 
Valley.  In recognition of New York state's ambitious clean energy goals,  project outcomes and insights will be shared with Hudson Valley land trusts and 
later through a state-wide symposium.   

$40,000

The Nature Conservancy Rochester, Monroe 
County

Flood Smart Communities: Cohocton River and Steuben County - Grant will support The Nature Conservancy's Central & Western NY Chapter in a new 
initiative to work with communities along the Cohocton River, identifying strategies that can reduce flooding vulnerability and increase resiliency to climate 
change.  Flood Smart Communities is an innovative, science-based approach to floodplain management that engages municipal governments in a 
collaborative process to develop action-oriented recommendations that can be customized to local conditions and help local communities be more resilient 
to extreme weather.

$25,000

Westchester Land Trust Bedford Hills, 
Westchester County

Hudson-to-Housatonic Regional Conservation Partnership - Grant will enable the accredited Westchester Land Trust to develop a  Regional Conservation 
Partnership (H2HRCP) in the lower Hudson Valley, enabling collaboration amongst 30+ different organizations and leading to greater regional land 
conservation impact. The initiative will involve organizations working in Westchester, Dutchess, and Putnam counties in NY and in Fairfield County, CT,  
resulting in a more coordinated, landscape-scale conservation effort that addresses regional issues such as forest fragmentation, water quality, habitat loss, 
and critical species. 

$40,000

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County

Building Climate Resiliency by Saving Land in the Buffalo Creek Watershed - Grant will enable the accredited WNYLC to develop a  long-term, landscape-scale 
initiative to build climate resiliency through land conservation in the Buffalo Creek watershed.  With this funding, the Conservancy will embark on the first 
phase of a major campaign to protect this important Niagara River watershed which spans 11 municipalities. Project outcomes will include completion of 
new conservation projects, expanded outreach and community engagement, and training for municipal and county government staff and elected officials. 

$30,000

TOTAL $266,000

Conservation Catalyst Grants
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Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins 
County

Conservation Easement Steward - Grant will enable the accredited Finger Lakes Land Trust, founded in 1989 (now with 6,046 acres in fee ownership and 
10,250 acres under conservation easement), to hire a full-time Conservation Easement Steward. This new position will take on the land trust's substantial 
and growing regional portfolio of conserved lands, allowing the Director of Stewardship to focus on strategic direction, invasive species management, 
preserve enhancement, expanded volunteer programs, and new partnerships to advance stewardship and landowner services in the Finger Lakes region.

$65,000

Friends of the Washington County 
Grasslands Important Bird Area

Fort Edward, 
Washington County

Executive Director and Office Manager - Grant will enable the Friends of the Washington County IBA (FIBA), founded in 2010 (now with 14 acres in fee 
ownership) to hire its first professional staff.  A full-time Executive Director and a part-time Office Manager will enable FIBA to grow its community profile 
and conservation portfolio, expand its volunteer programs and education events, and further implement Land Trust Standards and Practices in preparation 
for accreditation in the next three years. 

$75,000

Grassroots Gardens WNY Buffalo, Erie County

Garden Resources Specialist - Grant will enable Grassroots Gardens of Western New York, founded in 1991, to hire a full-time Garden Resource Specialist to 
help coordinate community garden services, support its 2,000 volunteers, and manage a portfolio of 100+ leased community gardens covering 300,000 
square feet in Buffalo and the City of Niagara Falls.  GGWNY provides education and training around every aspect of community gardens with workshop 
topics ranging from gardening skills and nutrition classes to successful community organizing. 

$75,000

Great Swamp Conservancy
Canastota, Madison 

County

Executive Director - Grant will enable the Great Swamp Conservancy, founded in 1987 (now with 290 acres in fee ownership and 238 acres under 
conservation easement), to hire a full-time Executive Director. As the Conservancy looks to professionalize and sustain their operations, this new position 
will provide expertise to manage the organization, expand educational programming, develop funding opportunities and new partnerships, and further 
implement Land Trust Standards and Practices. 

$73,000

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy
Slingerlands, Albany 

County

Stewardship Associate - Grant will enable the accredited Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy, founded in 1992 (now with 2,445 acres in fee ownership and 
1,968 acres under conservation easement) to hire a full-time Stewardship Associate to help manage a growing conservation portfolio in Albany, Schenectady 
and Montgomery counties. The new stewardship position will provide needed  capacity for managing MHLC's 19 public preserves, monitoring its 
conservation easements, and coordinating volunteers at a time of rapid growth for the organization. 

$66,000

Saratoga P.L.A.N. Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga County

Conservation Director - Grant will enable the accredited Saratoga PLAN [Protecting Land and Nature], founded in 2003 (now with 2,182 acres in fee 
ownership and 1,925 acres under conservation easement) to hire its first full-time Conservation Director. As demand for conservation services continues to 
grow throughout Saratoga County, the new position will provide needed support for landowner recruitment,  farmland protection efforts, including planning 
and implementation of state-funded purchase of development rights (PDR) projects, completion of other priority land and conservation easement 
acquisitions, and oversight of PLAN's stewardship program.  

$75,000

Wallkill Valley Land Trust New Paltz, Ulster 
County

Director of Land Stewardship - Grant will enable the accredited Wallkill Valley Land Trust, founded in 1987 (now with 256 acres in fee ownership and 1,999 
acres under conservation easement), to hire its first full-time Director of Land Stewardship. This position will oversee and manage WVLT's expanding 
portfolio of conservation easement properties to build landowner relations, ensure proper monitoring, and help implement management priorities and 
public access improvements on the seven nature preserves owned by the organization.   

$75,000

TOTAL $504,000

Professional Development Grants
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Adirondack Land Trust Keene Valley, Essex 
County

Glenview Preserve - fee acquisition (238 acres) - Grant will support completion of a management plan for a recently acquired  parcel with iconic views in the 
Adirondack Park. The plan will take into account the property's outstanding scenic, agricultural, forest and freshwater conservation values in determining 
management priorities and potential for public access in the future. ALT is applying for national accreditation in 2018. 

$10,000

Battenkill Conservancy
Cambridge, Washington 

County

Rexleigh Marble Mill - fee acquisition (3 acres) - Grant will support the development of a management plan for a recently conserved riverfront parcel with 
significant environmental, cultural, and historical value and enable Battenkill Conservancy to explore a partnership with Salem Art Works, a community arts 
and education non-profit, to bring new and innovative learning opportunities to the property. 

$22,000

Capital Roots Troy, Rensselaer County
Creating a New Community Garden for Lansingburgh - fee acquisition (< 1 acre) - Grant will help cover costs associated with the development of a new 
community garden in the city of Troy's Lansingburgh neighborhood, an underserved urban neighborhood with high demand for community gardens and 
green space.

$13,000

Cazenovia Preservation Foundation Cazenovia, Madison 
County

Burlington Gateway - fee acquisition (23 acres) - Grant will help cover costs associated with the acquisition of a new property that will enable Cazenovia 
Preservation Foundation to create a new ADA-compliant public access point to an existing public trail system that connects to 400 acres of the Foundation's 
fee-owned and conservation easement properties. CPF is applying for national accreditation in 2017. 

$20,000

Champlain Area Trails Westport, Essex County
DeNeale Trail - conservation easement (128 acres) - Grant will support creation of a public hiking trail on a recently donated conservation easement located 
near the city of Plattsburgh a few miles east of the Adirondack Park. The new trail will give residents and visitors access to an easy hike and the ability to 
view the property's unique ecological features. CATS is a nationally accredited land trust.

$9,950

Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy Jamestown, Chautauqua 
County

Goose Creek Tributary Forest - fee acquisition (74 acres) - Grant will support new public access improvements including signs, parking, erosion control 
/storm water management, and trails for hiking, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing and wildlife observation on a recently acquired, forested property on the 
banks of a tributary to Goose Creek.

$23,000

Columbia Land Conservancy
Chatham, Columbia 

County

Walt's Dairy - conservation easement (355 acres) - Grant will help cover the costs of transaction to purchase development rights on an active, fourth-
generation family dairy farm located adjacent to the Taconic State Park. A collaboration between Columbia Land Conservancy, Scenic Hudson, Equity Trust, 
the US Department of Agricultural and the 1772 Foundation, the easement also features a preemptive purchase right, ensuring that the property will 
permanently remain in agricultural use.   CLC is a nationally accredited land trust.

$30,000

Delaware Highlands Conservancy
Narrowsburg, Sullivan 

County

Gorr Road Farm - conservation easement (315 acres) - Grant will help cover costs associated with the recent protection of an active dairy farm in Sullivan 
County. The easement allows for the current farmhouse and structures as well as plans for farm expansion. Delaware Highlands Conservancy hopes that by 
protecting this property, other landowners in Sullivan County will become more interested in conserving their agricultural lands. DHC is a nationally 
accredited land trust.

$14,000

Conservation Transaction Grants
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Finger Lakes Land Trust Ithaca, Tompkins 
County

West Hill Land Protection Project - conservation easement (470 acres) - Grant will support the recent donation of an easement on an expansive property 
located a mile from downtown Ithaca. The project also marks the start of the West Hill Wildway, an effort to create a walkable greenbelt on Ithaca’s west 
side.  FLLT is a nationally accredited land trust.

$10,000

Genesee Land Trust
Rochester, Monroe 

County

Keystone Conservation Project - conservation easement (130 acres) - Grant will help cover transaction costs including a baseline report and survey on two 
donated agricultural easements that will preserve the rural and agricultural character of the Hamlet of Ionia in Ontario County. The land is currently being 
leased by Wild Hill Farm, an organic CSA operated by a young farmer which distributes produce to 150 families in the city of Rochester. GLT is a nationally 
accredited land trust.

$16,000

Hudson Highlands Land Trust
Garrison, Putnam 

County

Granite Mountain Preserve - fee acquisition (358 acres) - Grant will help cover transaction costs associated with a recent acquisition of three adjoining 
properties of high conservation value and priority. In their first major fee land acquisition, grant funds will support engagement of community partners in the 
development of a management plan and identification of infrastructure and public access improvement needs for this special property in the Putnam Valley. 
HHLT is a nationally accredited land trust.

$40,000

Lake George Land Conservancy
Bolton Landing, Warren 

County

Putnam Beaver Pond Wetlands - fee acquisition (72 acres) - Grant will help cover costs associated with the acquisition of a priority property which contains 
wetlands crucial for protecting the water quality of Lake George as well as high quality habitat for wildlife and migratory avian species.  Lake George Land 
Conservancy will utilize this property to offer year round recreational and educational opportunities for the public. LGLC is a nationally accredited land trust.

$40,000

Mianus River Gorge Bedford, Westchester 
County

Kotur/Becker Acquisition - fee acquisition (4 acres) - Grant will support the conservation of a critical parcel that protects wetlands associated with a tributary 
to Mianus River, which contributes to the drinking supply of more than 100,000 people. The parcel also creates a connection between outlying protected 
lands and the main Mianus River Gorge preserve.  MRG is a nationally accredited land trust.

$17,100

North Shore Land Alliance
Westbury, Nassau 

County

Japanese Stroll Garden - fee acquisition (7 acres) - Grant will support completion of a management plan and public access improvements in order to re-open 
the recently acquired Japanese Stroll Garden in the Village of Mill Neck.  Improvements will allow the garden to accommodate more visitors and to be more 
accessible to the community.   NSLA is a nationally accredited land trust.

$40,000

Northeastern Cave Conservancy Schoharie, Schoharie 
County

Spider Cave - fee acquisition (4 acres) - Grant will help this all-volunteer organization cover costs associated with protecting the Spider Cave and will allow 
them to complete a management plan and biological assessment and to build a kiosk and hiking trails. Spider Cave will be open to the public for the 
enjoyment of nature, geology, the sport of spelunking, and scientific study.

$4,700

Oblong Land Conservancy Pawling, Dutchess 
County

Kinney Preserve - fee acquisition (70 acres) - Grant will support the creation of a new preserve which will feature public access and opportunities for passive 
recreation and environmental education. Grant funds will help cover transaction costs, including a management plan and an expanded trail system. OLC is a 
nationally accredited land trust.

$7,500

Conservation Transaction Grants (continued)
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Rensselaer Land Trust Troy, Rensselaer County

Mud Pond Preserve Expansion - fee acquisition (12 acres) - Grant will support acquisition of a priority parcel that will expand Rensselaer Land Trust's Mud 
Pond Preserve, which features a rare kettle bog surrounded by wetlands and swamp. Due to the ecologically sensitive nature of the bog, the Preserve is 
currently only accessible by guided tour. This acquisition will enable the organization to develop a system for enhanced public access while safeguarding this 
special natural resource. RLT is a nationally accredited land trust.

$7,000

Southern Madison Heritage Trust
Hamilton, Madison 

County

Schapiro Reserve - fee acquisition (39 acres) - Grant will enable Southern Madison Heritage Trust to make public access improvements to a recently 
acquired parcel which includes the historic Chenango Canal's West Branch Feeder and the abandoned Ontario and Western Railroad. The new preserve will 
also allow SMGT to expand their educational programming with the Hamilton Central School's environmental studies classes.

$8,900

Thousand Islands Land Trust Clayton, Jefferson 
County

Picton Island Conservation Initiative - conservation easement (100 acre) - Grant will help cover costs associated with a significant conservation project that 
has protected nearly two miles of undeveloped shoreline and conserves 100 acres on one of the largest intact islands in the Thousand Islands region. The 
island provides forest and shoreline habitats that support a variety of avian species.  The shallow warm-water bays around the island offer popular summer 
destinations for boating, swimming, bird watching, kayaking and fishing. TILT is a nationally accredited land trust.

$20,000

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust Watertown, Jefferson 
County

Weiman Property - conservation easement (297 acres) - Grant will help cover costs associated with a baseline documentation report for the recently 
conserved Weiman property in Lewis County. The protection of this high-priority property will create a 1,153 acre assemblage of contiguous protected lands 
that adjoin the 13,793 acre Lesser Wilderness State Forest. THTLT is a nationally accredited land trust.

$9,000

Western New York Land Conservancy East Aurora, Erie County

Owens Falls Sanctuary - fee acquisition (57 acres) - Grant funds will be used to help cover costs associated with the acquisition of the Owens Falls Sanctuary, 
a spectacular and publicly accessible nature preserve in the Town of Aurora that features scenic waterfalls and habitat for rare plans and animals.  The 
preserve will help maintain water quality in the Great Lakes and is linked to the historic Roycroft arts and crafts community.  WNYLC is a nationally 
accredited land trust.

$40,000

TOTAL $402,150

Conservation Transaction Grants (continued)
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Grant Funding # of Grants

$602,850 30

$25,000 3

$627,850 33

$266,000 8

$504,000 7

$402,150 21

$1,800,000 69

Stewardship Grants

Grant Category

Capacity  Grants

Summary of 2016 Conservation Partnership Program Grant Awards 

Capacity & Excellence Grants 

TOTAL 

Professional Development Grants

Transaction Grants (2,757 acres)

Conservation Catalyst Grants
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