
It’s been 10 years since the accreditation 
program was established. Has it made a 
difference? Absolutely. Everyone benefits 

from accreditation.   
  New Land Trust Census data shows 
accredited land trusts save more land and 
are better prepared to protect it forever than 
those not yet accredited. That means our 
communities benefit from more conservation 
land; land that provides food security, habitat, 
clean water and so much more. It also 
means the land trust community benefits as 
increased confidence in the permanence of 
land conservation helps win support for local, 
state and federal funding and incentives.  
  Please join me in celebrating the first 
10 years of success. 

 
Tammara Van Ryn 
Executive Director

 
 

2016
ANNUAL REPORT

Land Trust Accreditation Commission

 
A M E ASUR ABLE IM PAC T 
The Land Trust Alliance’s latest Land 
Trust Census data shows that accredited 
land trusts:

Have protected  
5 times more land

Are 5 times more likely to 
have 100% monitoring and 
a baseline documentation 
report for every easement

Have significantly more 
money to defend and 
steward their holdings



PROFILE OF AN ACCREDITED LAND TRUST

age range of land trusts

6 years 125 years

staffing

methods
only 
conservation 
easements 49
only  
fee-title 8
both 295

    The decision to seek accreditation motivated 
    a closer working relationship between the 
board and staff, and compelled us to address some 
issues that had probably been put off too long. By 
embracing the stronger standards of accreditation, 
we gave ourselves a reason to tackle these 
challenging situations, and it changed the way we 
approach community and internal expectations. 
We emerged from the process stronger and more 
confident than ever before.

BRIAN STARK 
Executive Director, Ojai Valley Land Conservancy (CA)

6% 5% 7% 11% 44% 14% 13%
all 

volunteer
1  

part-time
several 
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2016 CO M M I SS I O N E R S
Heather Richards, Chair, Culpeper, VA
Molly Doran, Vice Chair, Bow, WA
Daniel Cline, Secretary, Traverse City, MI
Jennifer Sims, Treasurer, Ridgefield, WA
Jamie Brown, Bolton Landing, NY
Marty Coleman-Hunt, Nevada City, CA
Scott Dickerson, Lincolnville, ME
Thomas R. Duffus, Freeport, ME
Jay Erickson, Helena, MT
Karen Ferrell-Ingram, Swall Meadows, CA
Cary F. Leptuck, Elverson, PA

Kristen Maneval, Crownsville, MD
Anne Murphy, Breckenridge, CO
Catherine Rawson, Commissioner-

designate, Kent, CT
Katharine Roser, Durango, CO
Bruce Runnels, Fort Collins, CO
Aimee Rutledge, Sacramento, CA
Ann Taylor Schwing, Napa, CA
Stephen Swartz, Kensington, MD
Chris Vaughn, Charleston, SC

ABOUT TH E COM M ISSION E RS
Land trust accreditation is only possible through the 
dedicated volunteers who make up the Commission. Twenty 
men and women volunteer thousands of hours annually, 
governing and serving as peer reviewers. All agree that 
this is a great opportunity to work with a dedicated group 
of conservation leaders on an effective and important 
program. To learn more about becoming a commissioner 
see www.landtrustaccreditation.org/volunteer.

4,000  
H O U R S  A  Y E A R  
are donated by commissioners 
to help ensure accreditation is 
achievable and affordable. 

age range of land trusts

 
program  
revenue $457,936
grants & 
contributions $292,150
investment  
income* $168

*NOT DEPICTED $750,254

R E V E N U E

 

program $730,964
management 
& general $87,504

$818,468

E X PE N S E S

61% 
program 
revenue

39%
grants & 
contributions

89% 
program 

11%
management  
& general

2016 FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

For a copy of our complete financials, please contact info@landtrustaccreditation.org.



352* 
accredited land  
trusts protect . . . 

77% 
of all land held by 
land trusts. That’s . . .  

24,830  
square miles, 

an area . . .  
13x 

larger than the Grand 
Canyon National Park.

* 372 as of May 2017

Thank You!
The Commission thanks the Land 
Trust Alliance for its support 
of the accreditation program 
through the Berkley Endowment 
and Together: A Campaign for 
the Land, as well as financial 
and administrative support to 
the Commission and assistance 
to land trusts preparing for 
accreditation. 

36 Phila St, Suite 2 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
(518) 587-3143 
 www.landtrustaccreditation.org
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    As a member of the House Committee on Natural Resources and the 
    Chesapeake Bay Watershed Caucus, I’m working to find ways to wisely and 
effectively protect the environment. To that end, members of the land trust community 
that have attained the distinction of accreditation have been strong partners.

REP. ROB WIT TMAN (VA)


