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Thinking about coming to the peer gathering but want more details first? Here are the answers to 
many of the questions you may have about the event! 
 
Q: What is included in the peer gathering? 
A: The peer gathering will take place in conjunction with the 2018 Natural Areas Conference hosted by the 
Natural Areas Association at the Indiana Memorial Union on the beautiful campus of Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Indiana. 
 
On Sunday, October 21, gather for learning and discussion with your land protection and stewardship peers 
from across the Midwest in the Maple Room at the Union from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Check-in will begin at 1:00 
p.m. Eastern and we’ll start promptly at 1:30 p.m.  
 
The agenda is being crafted by your peers. You can download the current draft from the gathering’s website, 
http://www.landtrustalliance.org/2018-mw-peer-gathering . We’ll have dinner together following the session. 
 
On Monday, October 22, attend the Adapting to Climate Change: Updating our Approach to Land Protection and 
Site Management Decisions workshop from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
 
This session will be led by Kelly Watkinson, land and climate program manager at the Land Trust Alliance, with 
additional speakers from the Alliance, Northern Institute of Applied Climate Science and The Nature 
Conservancy. It will focus on practical tools and approaches to help land managers evaluate climate resistance 
and vulnerability, and to update their management actions and stewardship plans to address climate change 
risk. 
 
Q: How much does the peer gathering cost? 
A: The Sunday session is $40 and includes dinner. Please register at the gathering’s website: 
http://www.landtrustalliance.org/2018-mw-peer-gathering . 
 
The Monday workshop is $30 and requires separate registration through the Natural Areas Association. To 
register for the workshop as a stand-alone event by October 19, please visit 
https://www.memberleap.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=AREA&evid=12666931 .  

 
If you also plan to attend the 2018 Natural Areas Conference, select the Monday pre-conference workshop as an 
add-on during the conference registration process. Access conference registration information and rates at 
https://www.naturalareas.org/conference.php). The conference, held at the Indiana Memorial Union from 
Tuesday, October 23 through Thursday, October 25, brings cutting-edge and emerging land management 
strategies to natural areas professionals. Early-bird registration ends August 31. Online registration should be 
open through the last day of the conference, October 25. 
 
Q: What’s the lodging situation? 
A: That’s up to you. Lodging is not included. There are two options open to attendees of the 2018 Natural Areas 
Conference that you can take advantage of. 
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The Biddle Hotel is part of the Indiana Memorial Union, the same building as the gathering and Natural Areas 
Conference. Onsite parking is included, an approximate value of $13 per night. We are able to take advantage of 
the conference hotel block the night of Sunday, October 21 by calling 800-209-8145 or 812-855-2536 before 
September 22 and mentioning the Natural Areas Conference. Rooms run $134-$174 per night. To learn more 
about the Biddle, visit https://imu.indiana.edu/hotel/index.html . 
 
You may also try using the conference hotel block at Courtyard by Marriot. Rates are $132 per night if you 
identify yourself as part of the Natural Areas Conference. Parking at the Courtyard is free, and it’s about a 1 mile 
(18 minute) walk to the Union. Reserve your room by calling 812-335-8000 or 1-800-228-9290 by October 8. 
Learn more about the Courtyard at https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/bmgcy-courtyard-bloomington/ .  
 
You are also welcome to explore other options, or to commute to the gathering if you live nearby. 
 
Q: Are meals included? 
A: On Sunday evening, we will be hosting dinner, covered by your registration fee. We are currently planning on 
walking to Lennie’s, about 0.8 mile from the Union (http://www.lenniesbloomington.com/). 
 
On Monday, please be aware that lunch is not included. We will scope out a Monday lunch location in advance 
and you are welcome to join us. Details will be sent to attendees closer to the gathering. There are additional 
options at Union and within walking distance. 
 
Q: What is the parking situation? 
A: Full information may be found at https://imu.indiana.edu/directions-parking/index.html.  
 
There are two pay lots adjacent to the Union. If you are staying at the Biddle, parking in either of these lots is 
free. If you’re not, we will have parking vouchers available at registration. These vouchers will limit your 
maximum parking fee to $13. Without the vouchers, parking in these pay lots is $0.75 per half-hour on 
weekends or from $1.00 to $1.25 per half-hour on weekdays. 
 
If you are interested in setting up a carpool to minimize costs, contact Laura Eklov at midwest@lta.org . She’ll 
see if there’s anyone coming who is close to you or might be on your way to Bloomington. 
 
Q: How do I get to the Indiana Memorial Union? 
A: For the address and directions, please visit https://imu.indiana.edu/directions-parking/ .  
 
Q: What time zone will we be in? 
A: We will be in the Eastern time zone. All times referenced for this event are in Eastern Daylight Saving Time. 
 
Q: Are we going to get outside? 
A: Possibly. We are looking into setting up an optional field trip the morning of Sunday, October 21. We will give 
you details when available. Please be aware that we will not be providing lunch that day. 
 
There are many beautiful spots in Bloomington, Indiana and its surrounding area that you can explore on your 
own, including several held by local Sycamore Land Trust. Learn more about Sycamore Land Trust’s preserves at 
https://sycamorelandtrust.org/visit-a-preserve/.  
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Q: What should I wear?  
A: Dress is casual. Please be prepared to walk outdoors in any weather. At this time of year, you would normally 
expect lows in the lower 40s and highs in the mid-60s. Considering this the Midwest, please consult your 
favorite source for weather information right before the gathering and plan accordingly. 
 
Q: When will I get the final details for the gathering? 
A: You will receive an email with final logistics and details from us approximately one week before the gathering. 
 
Q: I have another question that’s not on this list . . .  
A: For details about this meeting, including the agenda and logistics, please contact Laura Eklov, Midwest 
Coordinator for the Land Trust Alliance, at midwest@lta.org or 269-215-1762. 
 
 
 
 
See you in Bloomington! 
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