
 
 

Protect Vital Investments in Conservation 
 

Please support the Land and Water Conservation Fund & Forest Legacy Program, 
Farm Bill Conservation Funding and the North American Wetlands Conservation Act 

 
Recent budget battles in Congress have increased scrutiny of spending levels for domestic 
discretionary programs. The land trust community shares concern for the nation’s fiscal health 
and agrees that conservation programs should not be exempt from review. However, spending 
on land, water, ocean and wildlife programs has not been a major source of the growth of 
government. Such spending comprises just 1.26% of the federal budget and has grown only 2% 
over the last 30 years.   
  
60% of fish and wildlife reside on private farm, ranch and forestlands, making their protection 
critical to the hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation industry, which contributes $1.7 trillion 
annually to the economy, supports 12.8 million jobs, and stimulates 8% of all consumer 
spending. Protecting America’s important natural and historic resources is essential to keeping 
this economic sector strong. 
 
We ask for your leadership in protecting conservation funding in the 114th Congress.  

 
Land and Water Conservation Fund & Forest Legacy Program 

 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund is an important source of funding for federal and state 
acquisitions of land and easements. It takes a small portion of revenues from offshore oil and 
gas leasing ($900 million per year) and reinvests them in conservation and public access for 
recreation. 
   
LWCF was reauthorized for three years in December 2015. Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 
introduced S. 890, a bill which would permanently authorize and dedicate full funding for the 
program. We encourage all senators to cosponsor her bill.  
 
Congress allocated $450 million in FY 2016 to LWCF – the highest level in five years. We would 
like to see that funding level sustained for FY 2017. A letter from Reps. Mike Thompson and 
Mike Fitzpatrick supporting strong funding of LWCF and FLP in FY 2017 gained a record 202 
signers. A similar letter in the Senate by Sens. Pat Leahy and Richard Burr had 47 signatures. 
 
The Forest Legacy Program (FLP) of the USDA Forest Service provides matching grants to 
states to purchase conservation easements on important forest lands. The United States loses 
more than 500,000 acres of privately-owned timberland to development each year. FLP provides 
an alternative to losing timberland for development, often keeping timberland in production. In 
Fiscal Year 2016, Forest Legacy received $62 million from LWCF. We would like to see that 
funding sustained in FY 2017. 
 
 



 
 
The Forest Legacy Management Flexibility Act (H.R. 1582), introduced by Reps. Chris Gibson 
and John Garamendi, would give states the option of letting land trusts acquire and manage 
easements with Forest Legacy funds. We encourage all representatives to cosponsor.  We 
are also exploring the potential for having similar flexibility for other LWCF-funded programs. 
 
Farm Bill: Agricultural Land Easements Program & Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program 
 
The Agricultural Land Easements Program (ALE) provides grants for state and local nonprofits to 
purchase easements. ALE provides up to 50% of the funds to help landowners voluntarily protect 
productive working farm and ranch land and ecologically sensitive grasslands. Since their 
inception, Farm Bill easement programs have conserved more than one million acres nationwide.  
 
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized $500 million for FY 2017 for ALE and wetland easements. We 
would like the appropriations committees to provide full funding for ALE to protect 
imperiled farms and ranches. 
 
The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) was created in the 2014 Farm Bill to 
provide funds to state and local partners to conserve and restore natural resources at a regional 
level. RCPP encourages locally-driven innovative solutions and increased collaboration among 
partners like land trusts. It is funded from different conservation programs and we encourage 
the appropriations committee to provide full funding to RCPP.  
 

North American Wetlands Conservation Act 

 
The North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) incentivizes partnerships for restoring 
and protecting wetland habitat in North America. NAWCA grants are approved by the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Commission and administered by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Each 
grant requires a non-federal match, resulting in $3.4 billion in contributions from partners for $1 
billion in NAWCA grants. Though the program expired in 2012, various proposals, including the 
“Sportsmen’s package” would reauthorize it for five years. 
 
Appropriators provided $35 million for NAWCA in Fiscal Year 2016, with President Obama 
proposing the same amount for FY 2017. Reps. Mike Thompson (D-CA) and Don Young (R-AK) 
were joined by 130 of their colleagues on a letter to support maintaining strong funding in FY 
2017. 32 senators signed a companion letter. We encourage the appropriations committee to 
provide robust funding of NAWCA. 
 
 
For more information about these and other important conservation programs, call Bryan David 
at 202-800-2223 or visit www.lta.org/publicfunding. 

http://www.lta.org/publicfunding
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