
 

 

 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT: March 2017 
 
Chesapeake Bay Land and Water Initiative Awards $140,000 to Benefit Water Quality through Land Conservation  
 
The Chesapeake Bay Funders Network (CBFN) and the Land Trust Alliance (Alliance) are pleased to announce the 
award of $140,000 to support seven projects through the Chesapeake Bay Land and Water Initiative. The grants are 
the first in a five-year, $1.3M grant program to accelerate permanent land protection and stewardship to benefit the 
region’s water quality. 

The grants will help land trusts and their partners set priorities, plan and test or expand conservation and 
stewardship activities that directly benefit water quality, along with other valued local resources, such as farmland, 
forests, scenic vistas, wildlife habitat, and historic battlefields. 

Organizations selected for funding include: 
• Eastern Shore Land Conservancy ($15,000) for “Healthy Water, Thriving Farms: A Land Trust’s Approach to 

Water Quality through Easement Stewardship;” 
• Lower Shore Land Trust ($15,000) for “Prioritization of Conservation Lands Using Targeted Mapping;” 
• Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation ($25,000) for “Shenandoah Futures Conservation 

Collaborative;” 
• Virginia Eastern Shore Land Trust ($15,000) for “Riparian Buffer Improvement Assessment;” 
• Virginia United Land Trusts ($25,000) for “Virginia Land & Water Initiative – Enhanced Water Quality 

Stewardship on Protected Lands;” 
• West Virginia Rivers Coalition ($20,000) for “Protected Lands, Clean Waters – An Action Plan for West 

Virginia's Chesapeake Bay Watershed;” and 
• Western Pennsylvania Conservancy ($25,000) for “Strengthening Partnerships to Establish Permanent 

Adoption of Agricultural Stewardship Practices.” 

The grant selection committee was impressed by the diversity of the land trusts partners that submitted 30 letters 
of inquiry to the Initiative last fall. The seven grantees, from across the watershed, reflect the variety of innovative, 
collaborative efforts needed to accelerate land protection and stewardship to make a measurable impact on local 
water quality and Chesapeake Bay health. Progress on, and lessons learned from, these projects will be shared by 
the Initiative and its grantees. The Initiative’s next grant round opens in fall 2017. 

The Alliance administers the Chesapeake Bay Land and Water Initiative in coordination with CBFN.  Sam Stokes of 
MARPAT Foundation and Megan Gallagher of Hillsdale Fund serve as co-chairs of CBFN’s Land Trust Working Group, 
which developed the Initiative with Kevin Case, Alliance Northeast Program Director, and CBFN members, Alliance 
staff, and conservation leaders in the region. Jennifer Miller Herzog joined the Alliance in September as the 
Initiative’s Chesapeake Program Manager. The latest information on the Initiative is available at 
www.lta.org/chesapeake or by contacting Jennifer at jmillerherzog@lta.org.  

“Land trusts appreciate the need to focus on water. In our regional study, we found great examples of how they 
address water quality in their land conservation work and stewardship of conserved land,” Stokes said. “But land 
trusts could deliver so much more with greater capacity, broader partnerships and more funding. That’s why the 
Land and Water Initiative was created, and what these grants will be supporting.”  

Please join us in congratulating the above organizations for their successful projects. 
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