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All exhibits are located in the Ballroom Gallery near Registration:

Barton and Loguidice, D.P.C. 
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EnterSolar 
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ACCREDITED LAND TRUSTS IN NEW YORK 
Congratulations to the following land trusts working across the state of New York for achieving accreditation:

Agricultural Stewardship 
Association  

Champlain Area Trails  
Columbia Land Conservancy 
Delaware Highlands Conservancy 
Dutchess Land Conservancy  
Finger Lakes Land Trust  
Genesee Land Trust  
Genesee Valley Conservancy  
Greene Land Trust  
Hudson Highlands Land Trust  
Indian River Lakes Conservancy  
Lake Champlain Land Trust  

Lake George Land Conservancy 
Mianus River Gorge  
Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy  
Mohonk Preserve  
North Salem Open Land Foundation 
North Shore Land Alliance  
Oblong Land Conservancy  
Open Space Institute and its 

affiliate, Open Space Institute 
Land Trust  

Orange County Land Trust 
Otsego Land Trust  
Rensselaer Land Trust  

Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy 
Saratoga P.L.A.N.  
Scenic Hudson and its affiliate, 

Scenic Hudson Land Trust  
The Conservation Fund 
The Nature Conservancy 
Thousand Islands Land Trust  
Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust 
Wallkill Valley Land Trust  
Westchester Land Trust  
Western New York Land 

Conservancy  
Winnakee Land Trust

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Please see floorplan of the Gideon Putnam in the back of the program on page 10. 

Wednesday, March 15 

Registration and Exhibits Open  4 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Passageway and Ballroom Gallery 

5 p.m. – 7 p.m.  Welcome Reception 
Arches 
Join your friends for networking and conversation as we kick off the New York Symposium! Light refreshments provided.  
Hosted by Land Trust Alliance 

7 p.m.   Dinner on Own  
Restaurant list available 
Historic Saratoga Springs offers a wide range of tasty delights.  Explore and enjoy! 

Thursday, March 16 

Registration and Exhibits Open 7:30 a.m. - Noon 
Passageway and Ballroom Gallery  

7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast  
Arches - overflow in Red Room and Estate Room 

8:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.  Welcome and Symposium Overview 
Arches  

9 a.m. – Noon MORNING CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS 

A01. Nuts and Bolts: What You Need to Know About Stewardship 
Geyser Room  

Forever is a very long time. It's easy to get excited about new transactions, but it's only by keeping our promises - through 
consistent, engaged and capable stewardship - that we truly protect the land. This session will help attendees, whether 
from newer or more established, smaller or larger land trusts, to focus on key elements of good stewardship practice. 
Stewardship strategies are presented for use both organizationally and when working in the field on specific properties. 
Among topics covered will be a timely review of the revised Land Trust Alliance Standards & Practices, best practices in on-
land and in-office documentation and record-keeping, and how to use some apps and other tech methods for 
documentation of properties in the field.  

Moderator: Renee Bouplon, Associate Director, Agricultural Stewardship Association 



Emily Hague, Director of Land Protection & Stewardship, Mohonk Preserve 
Chris Olney, Director of Stewardship, Finger Lakes Land Trust 
Katrina Shindledecker, Director of Conservation, Hudson Highland Land Trust 

B01. Getting Real about Litigation and Conservation Defense  
Garden Room 

Are you a member of Terrafirma?  Have you ever wondered how claims are determined and the process that the Terrafirma 
claims committee goes through? Even if you are not a member, in the first part of this session you will hear some claims 
stories (relevant to us all), how the claims process works, and participate in a hands-on claims determination experience. In 
the second part, we will role play the trial of a conservation easement violation, complete with a judge, land trust executive 
director, landowner, attorneys, witnesses and evidentiary issues. The audience serves as the jury and your engagement will 
be encouraged.  

Moderator: Becky Thornton, Terrafirma Members’ Committee/President, Dutchess Land Conservancy 
Lori Ensinger, President, Westchester Land Trust  
Deborah Lans, Terrafirma Claims Committee, Attorney, Cohen Clair Lans Greifer Thorpe & Rottenstreich, LLP 
Jeffrey LeJava, Attorney, Open Space Institute  
Phillip Oswald, Attorney, Rupp Baase Pfalzgraf Cunningham, LLC 
Jake Tibbles, Executive Director, Thousand Islands Land Trust    
Elizabeth Wroblicka, Attorney, Etheredge & Steuer, PC 

C01. Charting a Smart Future in a Changing Climate: Tools for Adapting New York Land Trust Work 
Orenda Room 
This session will introduce attendees to the Natural Resource Navigator, a new on-line interactive decision support tool for 
New York designed to assist natural resource managers in making climate smart decisions to sustain natural resources. The 
Navigator can support climate change planning from individual site scales to statewide prioritizations, and can help users 
decide what to do in a particular place; where to invest resources in a given strategy, like connectivity; identify species and 
habitats to work on; or evaluate whether a current project is climate smart. An in-depth case study of how terrestrial 
resilience datasets useful for targeting land protection for plant and animal adaptation have been applied to targeting 
conservation in the Hudson Valley will also be included. Depending on attendee interest, we can also explore how to use 
these tools in conjunction with sea level rise and flood risk planning tools. Attendees should bring a laptop if possible, as the 
session will involve hands-on exploration of the Navigator and associated datasets with examples and case studies. There 
will be ample opportunities to ask questions and get assistance. Feedback will help us improve the Navigator and determine 
how to support people using the tool. 

Moderator: Kristin France, Senior Conservation Scientist, The Nature Conservancy 
Seth McKee, Land Conservation Director, Scenic Hudson, Inc. 
Jim Mudd, Conservation GIS Manager, Scenic Hudson, Inc. 
Rebecca Shirer, Science and Planning Program Manager, The Nature Conservancy 
Abby Weinberg, Director of Research, Open Space Institute 

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  Coffee/Tea Break 
Ballroom Gallery  

Noon – 1:15 p.m.  Lunch with Topic Tables  
Arches 
Are you interested in networking and friendly conversation over your lunch? To spur conversation on emerging issues, we 
will have three informal topic table areas in Arches, one for each of the symposium tracks: Best Practices in Stewardship; 
Conservation Defense & Legal Challenges; and Climate Resilience & Renewable Energy Development. 

1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. AFTERNOON CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS 

A02. Exploring Community Stewardship: Successful Engagement of Visitors to Protected Lands  
Geyser Room 

Land trusts are increasingly recognizing the value of community stewardship and fulfilling their community conservation 
goals through proactively engaging constituents on protected lands. This session will address the need to design preserves 



 

with public access in mind, to manage them so as to balance protection of ecology with accommodating human use, and 
with providing experiential learning and engagement that builds our support base of conservation constituents.  

Moderator: Glenn Hoagland, President, Mohonk Preserve  
Kathy Ambrosini, Education Director, Mohonk Preserve  
Elizabeth Long, Director of Conservation Science, Mohonk Preserve 
Lisa Ott, President and CEO, North Shore Land Alliance 
Nancy Smith, Executive Director, Western New York Land Conservancy  

B02. Judgment Call: Evaluating the Risks and Benefits of Waivers, Amendments and Approvals   
Garden Room 

Waivers, amendments and discretionary approvals continue to challenge the land trust world, and are a hotly debated 
topic. But how do we evaluate these often grey-area questions from a land trust perspective?  Do we just say no?  How do 
we decide whether something requires an amendment, waiver, or is it a discretionary approval?  Do we have a process that 
helps us manage risks related to our decisions?  How are these looked at on the national front?  During the first part of this 
session panelists will share a variety of real life land trust examples detailing their own experiences, the considerations, and 
the resulting decisions, as well as the Alliance’s perspective at the national level. The second part of this session will allow 
the panelists to serve as “deal doctors,” so bring your own real life or made up amendment, waiver or discretionary 
approval story or question to pose to the panel. Let’s see what kind of answers we get!  Will everyone agree? Come and 
find out!    

Moderator: Becky Thornton, President, Dutchess Land Conservancy  
Sylvia Bates, Director of Standards & Educational Services, Land Trust Alliance 
Marissa Codey, Director of Conservation Programs, Columbia Land Conservancy 
Mark Pennington, Attorney, Mark C. Pennington, LLC  
Andy Zepp, Executive Director, Finger Lakes Land Trust  

C02. New York’s Clean Energy Future: Implications and Opportunities to Engage for Land Trusts and Local Communities   
Orenda Room 
Climate change is accelerating and land trusts are grappling with many dimensions of this global challenge, including the 
transition to renewable energy. New York’s Clean Energy Standard, formalized in August 2015, mandates that 50% of New York’s 
power will come from renewable sources by 2030. As a critical component of the state’s ambitious strategy to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, New York is preparing for an unprecedented wave of solar and wind energy development.  
This is raising important questions about land use impacts, conservation planning, and ways to participate in local and regional 
decision making. This timely workshop will provide a comprehensive update on how state agencies and other key stakeholders 
are ramping up to meet New York’s clean energy mandate. The expert panel will examine state policy, key drivers for renewable 
energy development, and strategies for land trusts and communities to get more engaged.  
The second part of the session will focus on commercial and community-scale solar development, which is expected to be 
widespread across the state under the clean energy mandate. Key questions to be addressed include: What sort of solar 
development is coming, what it means for land use, and what are the potential nexus/opportunities for community based 
organizations like NY land trusts? 

Co-Moderators: Cara Lee, Senior Conservation Manager, The Nature Conservancy & Ethan Winter, New York Senior 
Program Manager, Land Trust Alliance 
Audrey Friedrichsen, Land Use and Environmental Advocacy Attorney, Scenic Hudson Land Trust  
Maureen Leddy, Project Manager, New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
Joe Martens, Senior Fellow, Open Space Institute and former NYS DEC Commissioner  
Peter Olmsted, Manager of Strategic Engagement, NYS Department of Public Service/Public Service Commission 
Dennis Phayre, Business Development Director, Enter Solar 
Kelly Roache, Business Development Manager, Solstice Initiative   

4:45 p.m. – 5 p.m.  Symposium Debrief and Closing Remarks     
Arches 

5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  Optional Informal Gathering      
Gideon Putnam Bar 

 
 



 

FACULTY BIOGRAPHIES 
The Land Trust Alliance gratefully thanks the 2017 New York Symposium faculty who spend hours developing the content of their 
sessions, compiling their materials and travelling to Saratoga Springs to share their knowledge and expertise. The Alliance could not offer 
such a variety of quality workshops without their dedication to the conservation community. Please take time to thank them for their 
contribution. 

Kathy Ambrosini has over 25 years of experience in environmental 
education. She holds a master’s degree in outdoor teacher 
education from Northern Illinois University and a bachelor’s in 
natural resources from Cornell University. At MP she administers 
the award-winning NatureAccess® and the School Field Study 
programs, as well as summer camps, and lecture series and 
programs for the public. She has also taught graduate courses in 
environmental education at the State University of New York 
(SUNY) at New Paltz. Prior to joining MP she has held educational 
positions with the YWCA and BOCES. (A02) 
 
Sylvia Bates is the director of Standards and Research for the Land 
Trust Alliance and, since 2006, leads the Alliance's work on Land 
Trust Standards and Practices, land trust assessments, the 
Standards and Practices Curriculum and other cutting-edge issues.  
She has worked in the land conservation field since 1987, most 
recently as an independent consultant and real estate broker, 
providing assistance to land trusts, landowners and public 
agencies on land conservation projects, easement stewardship 
and organizational development.  She was formerly the director of 
land protection for the Society for the Protection of New 
Hampshire Forests.  Sylvia has a degree in environmental biology 
from Yale University and has done graduate work at the Yale 
School of Forestry. (B02) 
 
Renee Bouplon is the associate director of the accredited 
Agricultural Stewardship Association, which conserves working 
lands in Washington and Rensselaer counties.  She oversees the 
conservation and stewardship programs at ASA.  Renee co-
authored the national Land Trust Alliance’s curriculum book 
Conservation Easement Stewardship and presents nationally on 
conservation easement, stewardship and farmland topics.  Renee 
formerly served as director of conservation easement programs 
for the Columbia Land Conservancy and is currently a state 
director on the board of the New York Forest Owners Association.  
She holds a master’s degree in environmental law from Vermont 
Law School. (A01) 

 
Marissa Codey is the Columbia Land Conservancy’s (CLC) director 
of conservation programs.  She has been with the organization 
since 2003, and in that time has overseen a wide variety of 
conservation projects including acquisition of public lands and 
purchased as well as donated conservation easements.  She has 
coordinated CLC’s farmland protection work since 2006, and 
helped the organization establish a range of highly successful 
farmland access programs.  The Columbia Land Conservancy holds 
easements on more than 26,000 acres of land throughout 
Columbia County, and owns another 2,400 acres as public 
conservation areas. (B02)   
 
Lori Ensinger has been president of Westchester Land Trust since 
2013. In this role she oversees all aspects of the land trust’s 
conservation activities throughout its service territory of 

Westchester County and eastern Putnam County. Prior to this staff 
position, she served on WLT’s board of directors from 2004- 2013, 
as well as various other environmental boards. Lori’s previous 
career in finance included 30 years in the investment management 
field. She served most recently as managing director at Columbia 
Management Investment Advisors where she led a team 
responsible for the management of $17 billion in institutional 
equity portfolios. (B01) 
 
Kristin France is a senior conservation scientist with The Nature 
Conservancy in New York, working on projects ranging from citizen 
science investigations of migratory bird stopovers to forest 
restoration to facilitate climate change adaptation.  She helps 
coordinate the Conservancy’s efforts on climate change 
adaptation around the state.  Prior to working with the 
Conservancy, Kristin worked as a community ecologist in marine, 
freshwater and terrestrial systems, and her research took her from 
Antarctica to Tanzania. She has a doctorate of philosophy in 
marine science from the College of William & Mary/Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science and a bachelor’s from Williams College 
in Massachusetts. (C01) 
 
Audrey Friedrichsen is the land use and environmental advocacy 
attorney at Scenic Hudson, Inc. Audrey has been at Scenic Hudson 
for three years, where she is a member of the environmental 
advocacy team, which works to safeguard the environmental and 
economic resources of the Hudson River Valley. She also provides 
legal support to other teams, as well as the Scenic Hudson Land 
Trust.  She holds a juris doctorate and masters of law degrees from 
Pace University School of Law, and a bachelor of science degree 
from Cornell University.  Prior to joining Scenic Hudson, she 
practiced municipal, land use, and environmental law at a private 
firm. (C02) 
 
Emily Hague joined the Mohonk Preserve in January with ten 
years of experience in stewardship for land trusts in southwest 
New Hampshire. At the Preserve, she works on acquisition of new 
lands and oversees management of over 8,000 acres, including a 
network of carriage roads and trails. Most recently, Emily was 
stewardship director for the Monadnock Conservancy. Emily holds 
a bahcelor’s degree from Oberlin College and a master’s in 
resource management and administration from Antioch University 
New England. Prior to land conservation work, Emily held 
positions in the fields of municipal governance (Councilor At-Large, 
City of Keene, NH) organic agriculture (New England Small Farm 
Institute), and water resource management (USGS). (A01) 
 
Glenn Hoagland has been the executive director of the Mohonk 
Preserve since 1993 and was recently named president. He was 
previously land preservation director for Scenic Hudson, executive 
director of the Dutchess Land Conservancy, and director of the 
Citizen Action Program of the Open Space Institute.  He received a 
bachelor’s in geography from SUNY New Paltz and a master’s in 



 

rural planning from the University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada. He 
is on the New York Advisory Board and National Leadership 
Council of Land Trust Alliance, and the Advisory Committee of 
Glynwood’s Hudson Valley Farm Business Incubator. (A02) 

 
Deborah Lans has been a member of the Terrafirma Claims 
Committee since its inception; was chair (2011-2015) and board 
member (2008-2011) of the Columbia Land Conservancy (NY); is a 
member of the Austerlitz, NY Planning Board; serves on various 
other non-profit boards; and practices commercial litigation and 
matrimonial law with Cohen Clair Lans Greifer Thorpe & 
Rottenstreich LLP in New York City. (B01) 
 
Maureen Leddy is a project manager in the Large Scale 
Renewables program at The New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA), which works to grow the 
share of renewable energy resources in New York’s wholesale 
electricity market. Maureen’s role involves managing the New 
York Generation Attribute Tracking System, developing market 
support strategies for large scale renewable energy project siting, 
and advising on the design of the Clean Energy Standard. Maureen 
has prior experience in program design and policy development 
under NY Sun. Prior to joining NYSERDA, Maureen worked in 
environmental consulting on contaminated site remediation, 
environmental permitting, and regulatory compliance and also in 
carbon finance quantifying the greenhouse gas reduction potential 
for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. Maureen 
holds a master’s degree in natural resource management and 
environmental planning from Simon Fraser University in British 
Columbia. (C02) 
 
Cara Lee is a senior conservation manager with The Nature 
Conservancy in New York.  She currently leads the Conservancy’s 
work on energy issues in New York, ranging from engagement in 
the state’s “REV” proceedings to creation of “Development by 
Design” tools, including creation of the state’s first comprehensive 
biodiversity and energy development mapping tool, in 
collaboration with the New York State Energy Research 
Development Authority. To achieve reduced carbon emissions, 
The Conservancy is continuing to develop science-based tools, 
information and dialogue to promote accelerated renewable 
energy while maintaining protection of natural resources. Lee 
received her Master’s degree from Yale University’s School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies and has been engaged in 
environmental conservation for more than 30 years. (C02) 
 
Jeff LeJava is vice president and associate general counsel for the 
Open Space Institute where his work focuses on the preservation 
of natural landscapes to provide public enjoyment, conserve 
habitat and working lands, and sustain communities. Prior to 
joining OSI in 2015, Jeff held a variety of legal positions in 
academia, government and private practice, including serving as 
the administrator of the transfer of development rights (TDR) 
program for the New Jersey Highlands Water Protection & 
Planning Council. He received his juris doctorate and 
environmental law certificate from Pace Law School and his 
bachelor’s from the College of the Holy Cross. (B01) 
 
Elizabeth Long is the director of conservation science at the 
Mohonk Preserve.  She began her research career studying 

Peregrine Falcons while a master’s student at the College of 
William and Mary, before shifting her focus to butterfly and 
pollinator ecology and evolution for her doctorate of philosophy at 
the University of California Davis. While working as a research 
fellow at UCLA and the Natural History Museum of LA she 
developed a strong interest in citizen science, which has become 
an integral part of her focus at Mohonk Preserve. (A02) 
 
Joe Martens is a senior fellow at the Open Space Institute (OSI) 
where he is focusing on national climate change policy and 
strategies for promoting smart and effective land conservation in 
combating climate change. Mr. Martens previously served as 
Governor Andrew Cuomo's Commissioner of the Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) from March 2011 to July 2015. 
As Commissioner, Martens led the Department's response to 
hurricanes Lee and Irene and Superstorm Sandy. In addition, 
following an exhaustive review, Commissioner Martens issued a 
Findings Statement in 2014 concluding that high volume hydraulic 
fracturing should not be allowed to proceed in New York State. 
From 1998 through 2010, Commissioner Martens served as 
President of OSI. He served as Executive Vice President from 1995 
through 1998. Prior to his leadership roles at OSI, Martens served 
as assistant secretary and deputy secretary for energy and the 
environment under Gov. Mario Cuomo and as chair of the board 
of the Olympic Regional Development Authority. Mr. Martens 
received a master’s in resource management from SUNY - ESF at 
Syracuse University. Martens received ESF's Graduate of 
Distinction Award in 2009. (C02) 
 
Seth McKee is land conservation director for Scenic Hudson, 
where he directs the organization’s land acquisition and 
conservation easement stewardship programs.  Seth has overseen 
the conservation of thousands of acres of land for natural resource 
protection, farmland protection and public use, often through 
conservation easements and partnerships with other land trusts.  
He is leading the implementation of Scenic Hudson’s new Hudson 
Valley Conservation Strategy, which focuses on safeguarding 
climate resilience. Seth has a master’s degree in regional planning 
from the University of North Carolina/Chapel Hill.  Prior to joining 
Scenic Hudson, he worked in land stewardship at The Nature 
Conservancy’s North Carolina program.  Seth also is a member and 
past chairman of the Advisory Board of the Land Trust Alliance’s 
New York Program. (C01) 
 
Jim Mudd is conservation GIS manager for Scenic Hudson, where 
he leads the organization’s data management and spatial analysis 
activities through development of data management strategies, 
geodatabase architecture/design, and advanced spatial analyses 
to support land conservation acquisition, planning, management, 
and science.  Jim was one of the architects of Scenic Hudson’s new 
Hudson Valley Conservation Strategy.  Previously, as GIS analyst 
for The Nature Conservancy in Idaho, he conducted GIS analysis 
and mapping for 5 landscape-level conservation action plans, 
which improved conservation management and decision making 
by integrating quantitative spatial information into the planning 
process. And, as conservation data node manager for The Nature 
Conservancy’s Southern U. S. Region, Jim developed a 10-state 
regional enterprise GIS as part of global federated GIS data 
network to support conservation activities and decision-making at 
local, regional, national, and global levels. (C01) 



 

Chris Olney is a graduate of the University of Buffalo and native of 
New York’s Finger Lakes region, Chris Olney is the director of 
stewardship at the Finger Lakes Land Trust, where he is 
responsible for the stewardship of more than 40 nature preserves 
comprising over 5,000 acres, and more than 130 conservation 
restrictions on over 10,500 acres. He previously worked for The 
Catskill Center for Conservation and Development and the NY 
State Department of Environmental Conservation. (A01) 
 
Peter Olmsted is the manager of strategic engagement at the New 
York State Department of Public Service. Over the past 15 years, 
Peter has dedicated his career to environmental policy, clean 
energy development and land conservation. Peter is currently 
Manager of Strategic Engagement for the New York Department 
of Public Service. In this role, Peter is responsible for establishing 
and maintaining effective relationships with external stakeholders 
and contributing to various initiatives related to the State's 
groundbreaking Reforming the Energy Vision (REV) initiative. Peter 
previously served as East Coast Regional Director for The Vote 
Solar Initiative and as Land Preservation Coordinator for the 
Lancaster Farmland Trust where he focused on protection of 
productive farmland of Lancaster County, PA. Peter received a 
Masters of Energy & Environmental Policy from the University of 
Delaware and a BA in Environmental Studies from Skidmore 
College. (C02) 
 
Phillip Oswald is an attorney who practices real property and 
environmental litigation at Rupp Baase Pfalzgraf Cunningham LLC 
in Buffalo, NY.  Phillip’s practice includes litigation in both state 
and federal courts.  Phillip has represented several land 
conservancies in easement enforcement and title disputes at the 
trial and appellate levels. Phillip graduated magna cum laude from 
Syracuse University College of Law and is a veteran of the U.S. 
Marine Corps. (B01) 

 
Mark Pennington is a lawyer representing land trusts in 
conservation transactions, easement drafting, template revisions, 
amendments, easement administration, violations cases, and 
internal policy development.  He has practiced environmental law 
for over 30 years, with a focus on compliance, remediation, 
business transactions, and brownfield redevelopment. (B02) 
 
Dennis Phayre is a business development director with EnterSolar 
LLC, a commercial and industrial solar developer with 
headquarters in New York City. EnterSolar is among the top two 
commercial solar developers in NYS and among the top six 
nationally.  Mr. Phayre has developed residential, commercial and 
Community Solar projects in NYS since 2003.  He is a graduate of 
the State University of New York at Albany and earned his degree 
in Regional Planning and Development Theory.  Mr. Phayre has 
been an active Party in the New York State DPS Value of 
Distributed Energy Resources Proceeding from its beginning and 
he is also a member of the PSC’s Interconnection Policy Working 
Group.  (C02) 
   
Kelly Roache is the business development manager for Solstice. 
Kelly has years of experience working as a diplomat and activist 
fighting for human rights and social justice. At the US State 
Department, she helped achieve a humanitarian evacuation in 
Syria, advanced the U.S.-India bilateral relationship, and led an 

Ambassador-level review and overhaul of the goals and objectives 
of the U.S. Embassy to the UAE. While in graduate school, Kelly 
pivoted to intersectional social justice activism. As an organizer, 
she led a campaign to divest Princeton University's endowment 
from corporations complicit in human rights violations in the 
Middle East, which won majority support among the student 
body. She has likewise campaigned for marriage equality and 
LBGTQIA+ rights in New Jersey. Kelly earned her bachelor’s cum 
laude and master’s, both from Princeton. (C02) 

 
Katrina Shindledecker is the director of land conservation for the 
Hudson Highlands Land Trust (HHLT) where she is responsible for 
overseeing the land trust’s acquisition and stewardship program. 
Katrina holds a master’s of science in environmental policy from 
Bard College and a master’s in environmental science from Pace 
University. Her environmental policy degree focused on Hudson 
Valley land trusts and their implementation of the Alliance’s 
Standards and Practices. She was a lead preparer for the HHLT 
2008 accreditation application and its 2013 renewal application. 
Katrina is member of the Alliance Standards Advisory Team for the 
Standards & Practices revision. (A01) 
 
Rebecca Shirer is science and planning program manager for the 
New York Division of The Nature Conservancy. She has worked for 
the Conservancy for over a decade, providing technical expertise 
in strategic planning and evaluation, data collection and 
management, and GIS analysis. She has worked on a wide variety 
of projects across the state, including endangered species 
recovery, habitat restoration, forest health monitoring, human 
well-being, citizen science, and climate change adaptation. She co-
led the development of the Natural Resource Navigator climate 
change decision support tool and currently manages a project 
assessing spatial priorities for conservation. Rebecca holds a 
master’s in biodiversity, conservation and policy from SUNY 
Albany and a bachelor’s in biology from Pennsylvania State 
University. (C01) 
 
Nancy Smith’s passion for land protection stems from time spent 
exploring the Blue Ridge Mountains where her father directed the 
University of Virginia’s Biology Field Station.  After receiving 
degrees from Bates College and Virginia Commonwealth 
University she helped found a Village Tree Board, and a Children’s 
Museum that now serves 60,000 each year; while raising three 
children.  Nancy joined the Land Conservancy in 2004 as 
community outreach director, transitioned to stewardship director 
in 2010 and executive director in 2012.  The creation of the Stella 
Niagara Preserve, the culmination of a $3.6 million campaign, is 
one highlight of her time as executive director. (A02) 
 
Becky Thornton serves as Dutchess Land Conservancy’s president 
and guides the Conservancy’s programs so that it may succeed in 
its mission. She is a dedicated conservationist who is passionate 
about the DLC’s work and the community it serves. When she first 
joined the DLC team in 1989, she loved the idea of working for a 
grassroots organization that was building momentum during a 
time when conservation wasn’t well known. At that time 2,500 
acres had been protected; today, the DLC has preserved over 
40,000 acres of land. She serves on numerous boards and 
committees including the Members Committee of Terrafirma, and 
the LTANY Advisory Board. (B02) 



 

Jake Tibbles has worked for over 10 years to conserve and 
manage some of the most treasured landscapes in the Thousand 
Islands region.  As executive director of TILT since 2012, he has 
overseen its accreditation renewal and growth in conserved lands, 
educational programming and staffing.  A native of northern NY, 
Jake has a life-long passion for the outdoors and a keen 
appreciation for the importance of the greater St. Lawrence River 
Valley. He co-owns Green Meadow Consulting, which provides 
grant writing, development support, baseline documentation 
reports and land management plans to land trusts, community 
agencies, local governments and small businesses. He’s presented 
at Rally: The Land Trust Alliance’s National Land Conservation 
Conference and the NY Land Conservation Summit. (B01) 
 
Lisa Weatherford Ott is the president and CEO of the North Shore 
Land Alliance, a 14-year old land trust that works to protect the 
last remaining open space on Long Island’s North Shore.  
Considered one of the nation’s first mature suburbs, Nassau 
County faces intense sprawl and the ill effects that accompany it. 
Overdevelopment threatens drinking water resources, the rural 
quality of the area and drives up taxes. Since 2004 the 
Land Alliance has worked collaboratively to raise $265 Million in 
public funding to purchase open space and create parks 
throughout western Long Island. (A02) 
 
Abigail Weinberg is the director of conservation research at the 
Open Space Institute. She develops science-based approaches for 
landscape-scale conservation for foundations, public agency and 
NGOs. Her work has informed placement of over $60 million 
dollars through conservation grant programs across the eastern 
United States. Abby has a master of forestry degree from the Yale 
School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and a bachelor’s 
degree in classics from St. John’s College. Her current work 
focuses on applying science on water quality and climate change 
to land protection strategy. (C01) 
 

Ethan Winter is the New York senior program manager for the 
Land Trust Alliance. He joined the Alliance in 2005 and directs the 
Alliance’s program in New York. He oversees the annual 
Symposium program, leads the Alliance’s state advocacy & 
government relations program and manages the NYS Conservation 
Partnership Program, a state-funded initiative that has invested 
$15 million to strengthen land trusts around the state. Ethan 
previously worked with The Nature Conservancy of California, the 
National Park Service and Jackson Hole Land Trust. He serves on 
the board of The Adirondack Council and the Saratoga Greenbelt 
Trail advisory committee. He holds a bachelor’s from Bowdoin 
College and a master of forestry from the Yale School of Forestry 
and Environmental Studies. (C02) 
 
Elizabeth Wroblicka is an attorney in private practice in 
Massachusetts who specializes in land conservation transactions 
and assisting land trusts, landowners, and government agencies in 
achieving their conservation goals. She is a former staff member of 
the Land Trust Alliance, Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust, 
and the Napa Land Trust.  She serves on the board of Community 
Involved in Sustaining Agriculture, Chairs the Massachusetts 
Easement Defense Subcommittee, and founded the first 
community garden in Napa, California. (B01) 

 
Andy Zepp is executive director of the Finger Lakes Land Trust – an 
Ithaca based non-profit conservation organization that works 
within the 12 counties of the Finger Lakes Region. FLLT has 
secured more than 19,000 acres of the region’s remaining pristine 
lakeshore, rugged gorges, majestic forest, and scenic farmland.  
Andy has worked in the conservation field for more than 20 years, 
including service as associate director for The Nature 
Conservancy’s Central & Western NY Chapter and as vice 
president for programs for the Land Trust Alliance in Washington, 
DC.  He has also served on a number of planning, conservation, 
and grant making boards in the public sector. (B02)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photos on front page (clockwise): Kids at summer camp, courtesy of Teatown Lake Reservation (NY); Triple Creek Farm, courtesy of accredited Columbia Land Conservancy 
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Want to know more about what’s new and exciting  
in the Northeast land conservation world? 

Sign up for the Northeast eNEWS 
Email northeast@lta.org to be added to our mailing 

list. 

 

The Learning Center 

Didn’t get a copy of your workshop materials? Many 
conference materials will be available online 
at http://learningcenter.lta.org. All Alliance member 
land trusts will be able to access The Learning Center 
and visit the digital library to view and download 
materials submitted by presenters of the 2017 New 
York Symposium.  

 

http://learningcenter.lta.org/



