
        FACULTY BIOS 

Allan Beezley is a Colorado native who graduated from the University of Colorado School 
of Law in 1976 and was admitted to the Colorado Bar in 1977. Allan represents national, 
statewide and local land conservation organizations and governmental entities on land 
conservation and nonprofit matters. Allan has been involved in nearly 2,000 land 
conservation transactions since 1991 encompassing several million acres of land. Allan is a 
frequent presenter on land conservation issues at statewide and national land trust 
conferences. Allan was a Peer Reviewer for the Land Trust Alliance publication “Acquiring 
Land and Conservation Easements” (2009). Prior to founding his own firm in 1995, Allan 

was western regional counsel for The Nature Conservancy (19911995), managing shareholder of Dietze, Davis & 
Porter, P.C., where he represented three national title insurance companies on title claims and focused on real 
estate and land use issues (19811991), an Assistant Boulder County Attorney (19781981), and a Judicial Law Clerk for 
Judge Edwin Ruland, Colorado Court of Appeals (19771978). Allan was the recipient of the Boulder County (CO) Bar 
Association Ron Porter Community Service Award in 1995, the Boulder Homeless Awareness Week Award in 1993, and 
the City of Boulder Heart of Boulder Award in 1988 for volunteer services to a variety of community organizations.

Jonathan Blum is counsel in the Nonprofit Practice Group at Polsinelli (TX) and an adjunct 
professor at the SMU Dedman School of Law. Prior to his return to private practice, 
Jonathan was the executive director and general counsel for the David Nathan Meyerson 
Foundation, where he oversaw the administration, legal and tax compliance of the 
Foundation. He also served as the general counsel for 2M Companies, Inc. Jonathan 
provided legal guidance for 2M’s investments and transactions and managed the insurance 
function. Prior to joining 2M, Jonathan was the general counsel of Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure and oversaw the organization’s legal department, which includes guiding the 
international headquarters and its more than 120 Affiliates in securing responsible 
partnerships with corporations and partners. He had lead functional responsibility for legal, 
risk management and internal audit matters. The Dallas Business Journal named Jonathan 

as a “Rising Star” in its 2009 Corporate Counsel Awards and 2004 “Pro Bono Attorney of the Year” by the Dallas 
Volunteer Attorney Program, a joint program of the Dallas Bar Association and Legal Aid of Northwest Texas. Jonathan 
was instrumental in establishing the LendaLawyer program with Legal Aid of Northwest Texas. He graduated with 
honors from the University of Texas School of Law.  Jonathan also earned a bachelor’s degree with special honors from 
the University of Texas. 

Barbara Blumenthal is research coordinator for the New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
(NJCF) and a new clean energy campaign  ReThink Energy New Jersey.  NJCF is working to 
block approval by federal and state regulators of several unnecessary gas pipelines that will 
be devastating to local environmental resources and costly to state ratepayers.  Previously, 
Barbara led the fight against a pipeline expansion in Princeton as President of the Princeton 
Ridge Coalition.  She works on federal natural gas policy, in collaboration with EDF, to 
improve the FERC permitting process and pipeline market design.  NJCF is also undertaking a 
long term project to develop a power sector resource plan for New Jersey, focused on 
reducing emissions in the electric generation sector. This study will address the challenges 
of transitioning to clean energy in the most densely populated state in the country with a  



strong commitment to the preservation of open space.  NJCF is also working to develop state policies that accelerate 
energy efficiency and renewable energy in New Jersey. Previously, Barbara taught management at the Woodrow 
Wilson for Public Policy at Princeton University and has worked as an organizational development consultant for more 
than 20 years. She holds a PhD in management from the University of Michigan, a bachelor’s degree from California 
State UniversityFullerton in Computer Science and is an energy and environmental consultant. 

Melinda Ching joined the Nature Conservancy (HI) in 2001 and has provided a wide range of 
legal support for Conservancy programs in the Asia Pacific Region, Hawaii, Arizona and 
Wyoming.  Melinda has served as a lecturer in Conservation Transactions at the William S. 
Richardson School of Law, University of Hawaii, and has been a frequent speaker on 
workplace violence in Hawaii. She is currently active with The Conservancy’s Diversity and 
Inclusion Initiative through its Women In Nature Employee Resource Group (WIN) and is 
focused on developing coaching and mentoring resources for its members.  She received her 
bachelor’s degree from the University of California, Berkeley and her law degree from the 
University of California, Davis King Hall School of Law. 

Jay Erickson is a managing director of Montana Land Reliance (MLR) which is Montana’s 
leading private land conservation group. MLR, for 34 years, has worked with landowners to 
protect nearly one million acres of Montana’s open space, wildlife habitat and agricultural 
lands mainly along the blue ribbon rivers. He oversees 12 employees in three offices 
conserving Montana's open space and river valleys. Jay is an attorney and has lived in Helena 
for 25 years. He was raised in Northwest Montana on the banks of Kootenai River. Jay 
previously clerked for the Chief Justice of the Montana Supreme Court. From 19872000, he 
was a litigator and estate attorney with the U.S. Treasury Department in Helena. Jay is a 
frequent speaker on issues such as tax consequences of real estate transactions, estate 
planning and conservation easements and is an accomplished advocate and fundraiser.  Jay 

has been a member of the Citizens Advisory Board of the Montana Fish & Wildlife Conservation Trust since 2004 
representing the conservation community. He received a law degree from the University of Montana and a master's 
degree in taxation from the University of Denver. He and his wife, Ann Gilkey, have two children, Sam and Zoe. An avid 
outdoor enthusiast, he spends his free time backpacking, hiking, downhill and back country skiing and flyfishing 
throughout Montana. He also enjoys big game hunting and upland bird hunting with this Brittanys. 

Glenn Hoagland has three decades as executive director of the Mohonk Preserve (NY), one 
of the oldest conservation organizations in the Hudson River Valley and New York State’s 
largest nonprofit nature preserve, protecting over 8,000 acres, with 15,000 members and 
165,000 annual visitors. Using a comprehensive, sciencebased approach to regional 
conservation and environmental education that is integrated with social and economic 
goals, the Preserve forges partnerships to sustain ecological, cultural and economic values of 
the Shawangunk Mountains region as green assets. Glenn oversees all aspects of the 
Preserve’s management and institutional advancement, including its $3.8 million operating 
budget, 50member staff and 400. Glenn is a member of the Association of Nature Center 

Administrators and a graduate of its Leadership Institute, the Land Trust Alliance's National Leadership Council and New 
York State Advisory Board. He also has served on the Region 3 Citizen Advisory Committee for the New York State Open 
Space Conservation Plan, serves on the Shawangunk Ridge Biodiversity Partnership Steering Committee, the 
Shawangunk Ridge Coalition, and is exofficio to the Shawangunk Mountains Scenic Byway Regional Partnership. He is 
on the Hudson Valley Farm Business Incubator Advisory Committee, the Advisory Committee for Historic Huguenot 
Street, and he serves on the "green circles" subcommittee of the MidHudson Regional Economic Development Council. 
He is also a board member of Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress. 



Catherine DelCastillo Howell is a senior attorney for The Nature Conservancy (TX), and has 
been with the global conservation organization since 1999. Catherine provides general legal 
and real estate services to the Conservancy, and also provides guidance on oil and gas 
matters, serving as chair of the organization’s Energy and Minerals legal practice team and 
the North America Energy Pipeline Team. She is a frequent presenter on conservation 
easements, oil and gas issues on conservation lands, mitigation, government grants, and 
land acquisition. Catherine is a graduate of The University of Texas School of Law. She began 
her legal career in private practice specializing in real estate and corporate matters, after 
which she became an internal auditor for an international relief and development 
organization. She was also the executive director of a small nonprofit organization providing 
free legal services to lowincome Texans before joining The Nature Conservancy in 1999. 

Burgess Jackson is an attorney based in Austin, Texas, specializing in conservation law, 
representing nonprofits and public agencies. In 2007, he completed a 20year tenure in the 
National Resources Division of the Texas Attorney General’s office, where he practiced 
environmental and real estate transactions and litigation. Since 2008 he has provided legal 
representation to over 20 Texas land trusts and nonprofits. Mr. Jackson was a founding 
board member of the Texas Land Trust Council and has been a speaker at the TLTC 
conference every year since 1997. He has served on the Land Trust Alliance Conservation 
Defense Advisory Council, Policy Advisory Council, and Rally Program Committee. He is a 
graduate of Louisiana State University and the University of Texas School of Law.  

Natalie Karas is a senior regulatory attorney in Environmental Defense Fund’s (EDF) Oil 
and Gas Program (DC). She is one of EDF’s strategists and legal representatives in 
regulatory proceedings implicating natural gas market design, both at wholesale and 
retail. Her work includes GastoClean related energy market refinements and state 
proceedings assessing utility leakprone pipe replacement projects. Prior to joining EDF 
in 2016, Natalie worked at Duncan, Weinberg, Genzer, and Pembroke, P.C., primarily 
practicing before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on matters such as pipeline 
certificate proceedings, transmission rate cases, and market rules facilitating the 
integration of renewable resources into the electric grid.  Natalie received her law 
degree from Vermont Law School, magna cum laude, and a bachelor’s degree, magna 
cum laude, from Washington University. 

Rob Levin is an attorney at the Law Office of Robert H. Levin (ME). Rob has managed a solo 
law practice specializing in land conservation and nonprofit organizations since 2002.  He 
has consulted for the Land Trust Alliance and has advised land trusts in several states.  Rob 
has spoken at many conferences, including the Land Trust Alliance Rally and the Maine Land 
Trust Network Conference, and has written several papers on conservation issues in Tax 
Notes, the Land Trust Alliance’s Saving Land, and NYU’s Environmental Law Journal.  Rob 
has served as cocounsel and principal amicus brief drafter on precedent setting cases in 
Massachusetts and Maine. Rob graduated from Haverford College in 1996 and from New 
York University Law School in 2001.  After law school, he served for one year as a judicial 
clerk to Magistrate Judge John Facciola at the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia.  Rob and his wife Sarah walked to Maine from Maryland in the fall of 2002 for 
their honeymoon.  In 2016, Rob, Sarah and their nineyearold daughter bicycled 3,932 miles 

over six months Delaware across America to Seattle, Washington – coast to coast.  Rob serves as a volunteer board 
member of Portland Trails, is active in his local Quaker Meeting, and is a founding member of the Land Trust Alliance’s 
Conservation Defense Advisory Council.   



Timothy Lindstrom (VA) is a nationally recognized specialist in conservation easement tax 
law. He wrote A Tax Guide to Conservation Easements, the second edition of which was 
published in October, 2016 by the Land Trust Alliance. He has written and lectured 
extensively on conservation easement tax matters and contributed conservation easements 
on two family farms. He helped to initiate the Virginia Land Preservation Tax Credit, which 
has protected over 560,000 acres of Virginia land since 1999.  He also helped to draft and 
lead the national effort to enact the federal Farm and Ranch Protection Act [section 
2031(c)) of the Internal Revenue Code] which has helped protect family farms and ranches 
throughout the United States.  He represents landowners and land trusts          

                                                  throughout the United States. 

Peter R. Paden is executive director of the Columbia Land Conservancy, Inc., a land trust 
working in New York’s upper Hudson Valley. CLC works to conserve the farmland, forests, 
wildlife habitat, and rural character of Columbia County and strengthen connections 
between people and the land.  It holds conservation easements on 25,500 acres of privately 
owned land, manages an extensive public preserve system, provides public education about 
the natural world, and works in support of farming and good land use planning. Prior to 
assuming his present position in 2007 Peter served on the board of CLC for 18 years and 
practiced law in New York City, focusing primarily on land use and environmental matters. 

He began his career as a law clerk for the Hon. Morris E. Lasker in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of 
New York, and thereafter served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in that district. Peter serves on the Advisory Board of the 
New York Land Trust Alliance.  He has participated in numerous CLE programs throughout his career, including 
programs on conservation easement drafting and due diligence in dealing with potentially contaminated properties.  He 
is a graduate of Oberlin College and New York University School of Law.   

Karin Marchetti Ponte is an attorney who has devoted her career to advising on 
conservation easements and land trust business in general.  She is general counsel to 
Maine Coast Heritage Trust, Maine’s statewide land conservation leader, a position she has 
held since 1985.  She is also principal attorney at Land Conservation Legal Services, 
consulting and advising land trusts and government on conservation easement design, 
drafting and stewardship nationally. She has authored numerous articles and taught 
nationally on easement amendment among other topics.  She coauthored legislation in 
Maine that strictly limits conservation easement amendment.  She is a member of the 
claims committee of Terrafirma Risk Retention Group, LLC, the first conservation defense 
liability insurance program begun by the Land Trust Alliance and now insuring over 493 
land trusts holding over 7.6 million acres of conservation land across America.  She is the 
author of the Conservation Easement Drafting Guide of the Conservation Easement  

                                                   Handbook, Second Edition, 2005, Land Trust Alliance. 

Leslie RatleyBeach joined The Land Trust Alliance as its first conservation defense director in 
August 2007. She led the effort that created the first ever national conservation defense 
liability insurance program (Terrafirma Risk Retention Group LLC), a unique in the world 
nonprofit charitable risk pool. She continues to coordinate the delivery of services to 
Terrafirma. She also led the team that instituted the Alliance’s national conservation 
defense initiative and directs the Conservation Defense Network of leading conservation 
experts.  She has authored articles, national newsletters, numerous case studies and fact 
sheets and an Alliance curriculum and has peer reviewed numerous conservation 
publications.  Leslie speaks on conservation nationally, leading symposia, webinars, 
workshops and seminars.  Previously, Leslie worked with the Vermont Land Trust for almost  
13 years.  She was stewardship director leading the department responsible for more than   



1430 conservation easements on over 470,000 acres of land with more 1,200 landowners  
 and a staff of nine.  Prior to that, she was project counsel with Vermont Land Trust where  
 she closed, drafted and helped negotiate more than 600 conservation easements.  Leslie has  
  a law degree from Boston University and practiced real estate law for nine years in Boston before joining the 
Vermont Land Trust in 1994.  Leslie has bachelor’s degrees from University of Oregon in journalism and political 
science and is a native of the Cascade Mountain region of California. 

R. Anthony Rupp III is a founding partner at Rupp, Baase, Pfalzgraf, Cunningham & Coppola 
LLC. With experience that includes highly successful results in scores of jury trials and 
appeals, Tony represents clients across New York State in a variety of cases involving 
construction and labor law matters, insurance coverage and defense, contracts, land 
conservation, and realproperty law and litigation. Tony regularly handles and successfully 
tries complex, highvalue commercial cases. A frequent public speaker and lecturer, Tony 
also is a skilled writer and experienced appellate litigator who regularly handles appeals 
before intermediate State and Federal appellate courts as well as the New York Court of 

Appeals. Among the many dozens of successful appellate decisions in which he has been involved are several oftcited 
cases that are recognized as having helped to develop the law in his primary practice areas. With nearly 25 years of 
litigation experience, Tony has been recognized with a host of industry honors.  He has extensive experience in first 
party insurance matters. He also advises clients about the formation of contracts, construction, and other commercial 
matters.  He has successfully tried highexposure cases to verdict in both state and federal court. He has a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Rochester, magna cum laude, and a law degree from Cornell Law School with a 
concentration in trial advocacy.  

Bill Silberstein is an attorney for Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell LLP (CO). Bill has built a land 
conservation practice that has a national reputation for excellence in his 30 years of 
experience and is recognized as of the nation’s preeminent experts” on conservation 
easements. He has represented landowners and conservation organizations in hundreds of 
conservation easement transactions and in over 30 IRS audits of conservation easements.  
Bill helped the Forbes family create a conservation easement for its ranch in the San Luis 
Valley.  Over 80,000 acres were included in the easement, the largest in Colorado. Bill also 
represents clients in a wide variety of real estate developments, purchases, sales, leasing 
and financing transactions for ski resorts, office buildings, hotel properties, retail shopping 

centers, ranches and rural recreational properties throughout the Rocky Mountain states.  He has served as developers' 
counsel for many brownfield developments and transit oriented developments.  The breadth of his practice allows Bill 
to assist property owners who are pursuing either development or preservation objectives.  He helps clients achieve an 
appropriate balance between development and conservation that is sensitive to economic development in the region 
and quality of life that is so important to the regional economy.  Bill has served on the board of the Land Trust Alliance.  
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