
Protecting the Land and Water Conservation Fund 

Topline Messages for Fly-ins, Spring 2017 

 

Permanent Reauthorization 
 
This is a critical year to press for a permanent solution to LWCF. The three-year reauthorization of LWCF that was 
achieved in late 2015 expires in September 2018.  On the heels of last year’s success in the Senate Energy Bill, it is 
clear that LWCF has strong bipartisan support – and is one of the few issues that provides common ground across 
the aisle and in both houses of Congress.   
 
All Members who have cosponsored legislation to permanently reauthorize LWCF (click on links for cosponsors of 
S. 569 and S. 896 in the Senate, or H.R. 502 in the House) should be thanked, and those who have not should be 
asked to sign on. 
 
Funding 
 
As reauthorization efforts continue, LWCF faces a more immediate and perhaps even more dire threat than 
expiration -- drastic budget proposals in the Trump Administration’s “skinny” budget that would eviscerate the 
program and set the table for a more challenging reauthorization effort.  Even a permanently reauthorized LWCF 
is useless if its annual funding is slashed to nothing.  Our other primary ask for both the House and the Senate, 
therefore, is for Members to raise LWCF with their own Leadership and the Administration, in private 
conversations and public media pronouncements, and insist that LWCF MUST NOT BE CUT.  While Congress 
rejected the Administration’s call for drastic cuts in the FY17 omnibus appropriations bill (and Members should be 
thanked for funding LWCF at $400M for FY17), this advocacy is paramount for FY18 appropriations process, where 
Congress can and must take more direct action to reverse the harmful Trump proposal.   
 
It is equally important to push back against the idea that maintenance funding for our parks and public lands 
should be given priority over conservation.  The integrity of these treasures-- their natural and cultural resources 
and the visitor experience-- requires protection from incompatible development, not just maintenance in roads 
and structures.  LWCF has multiple tools to address diverse conservation needs, and all must be strongly funded. 
 
All House Members who signed on to the recent bipartisan Dear Colleague letter calling for strong funding of 
LWCF in Fiscal Year 2018 (led by Reps. Mike Thompson (D-CA) and Pat Meehan (R-PA)) should be thanked, and all 
Senators should be urged to sign on to the forthcoming companion letter. 
 
Infrastructure 
 
One opportunity for positive legislation this year may be found in ongoing discussions of a far-reaching 
infrastructure package.  Parks and protected greenspace are a critical, but sometimes overlooked, component of 
our nation’s infrastructure, providing multiple benefits to communities and businesses seeking to sustain a high 
quality of life for residents – such as clean water and safe transportation – and attract visitors to support the local 
economy. Accessible to all, America’s parks and public lands are recognized nationally and around the world as an 
essential resource and serve as the outdoor recreation infrastructure we rely upon in a broad spectrum of ways.   
 
Reinvestment of offshore resource-depletion revenues in resource protection and economic growth through 
LWCF is more than just smart policy – it is an infrastructure investment necessity that drives economic 
production, growth, and employment in America every bit as much as do road and bridge construction, water 
resource development, and other public works projects. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/569?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s.+569%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/896?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s.+896%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/502?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+502%22%5D%7D&r=1

