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2017 is a year of change in Washington with a new Congress and administration, the upcoming Farm 

Bill looming and more talk of IRS tax reform! 

 

   

 

 The 2014 Farm Bill provided billions of dollars for conservation, including $1 billion over ten years 
for conservation easements. This helped land trusts to protect high-priority farm and ranch lands, 
grasslands, wetlands and forests. 

 Congress is already working on a new Farm Bill for 2018. We are working with partners and land 
trusts to continue strong funding of the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program, which will 
lose half of its funding in 2018. We are advocating for changes to streamline the programs to be 
easier for land trusts to use. We are also encouraging Congress to support other programs that 
benefit new and begining farmers and ranchers, wildlife and forestry.   

 President Trump’s FY 2018 budget would reduce USDA’s funding by $4.7 billion to $17.9 billion, 
though it is unclear how that would affect ACEP, RCPP or forestry programs.  

 Please ask Members to support continued investments in easement programs by fully funding 
ACEP In FY 18. 
 

 

  

 Congress is debating a major tax reform that may include a cap on each taxpayer’s charitable 
deduction. That would be disastrous for land trusts’ work because the value of deductions for 
donations of land and easements is generally high. 

 IRS Notice 2017-10 required participants to report certain syndicated transactions structured to 
allow investors to make a profit from the donation of a conservation easement. The land trust 
community supports this IRS action to prevent abuse.  

 Please ask Members to oppose efforts to cap charitable deductions, which would be harmful to 
conservation.  

 Please tell Members that the land trust community supports the IRS notice.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), which takes a portion of revenues from offshore 
oil drilling and uses that money to pay for local, state, and national parks, as well as other public 
lands such as forests, shorelines, historic sites, and wildlife refuges, is one of the best conservation 
tools we have.  

 LWCF was reauthorized in Dec. 2015 for three years. The effort to permanently reauthorize LWCF 
by 2018 is the object of bipartisan legislation from Sens. Maria Cantwell (D-WA) and Richard Burr 
(R-NC), S. 569, and Reps. Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ) and Pat Meehan (R-PA), H.R. 502. We are working 
with our allies on Capitol Hill to ensure the legacy of LWCF is protected. 

 The Forest Legacy Program (FLP), administered by the U.S. Forest Service, protects privately owned 
working forest land through the purchase of conservation easements or land in fee. 

 The highest funding for LWCF and FLP over the last five years was in FY2016 at $450 million. The 
president’s draft budget proposes big cuts to LWCF funding for federal land acquisition, but we 
have no details at this time.  

 For 2017 and beyond, we are exploring programmatic changes that will enable land trusts to 
acquire and manage easements acquired with FLP and LWCF funds. Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY) has 
introduced H.R. 344 to allow land trusts to directly hold FLP easements.  

 The North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) funds the protection and restoration of 
wetland habitat for migratory birds and related upland habitat. NAWCA funding must be matched 
at least dollar for dollar by non-federal sources. In fact, the grants are so competitive that the 
average project brings in $3.20 of matching funds for every federal dollar. 

 NAWCA’s funding has remained steady at roughly $35 million. However, NAWCA is due to be 
reauthorized. Reps. Rob Wittman (R-VA) and Mike Thompson (D-CA) have introduced H.R. 1099 to 
reauthorize the program for five years and $50 million per year.  

 President Trump’s budget blueprint for FY 2018 proposed eliminating funding for regional 
restoration programs, such as the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Chesapeake Bay Program, 
Long Island Sound Program and Puget Sound Partnership. These programs provide grants to states, 
local agencies, nonprofits and landowners to protect and restore these key ecosystems. We are 
working with our allies to restore funding for these effective programs that often partner with land 
trusts.  

 Please ask your members of Congress to cosponsor bills (H.R. 502/S. 569) to permanently 
authorize and fully fund LWCF, and express your support for funding the conservation programs 
that help your community most. 

 Please ask your representatives to cosponsor H.R. 344 to allow land trusts to directly hold FLP 
easements. 

 Please ask your representatives to cosponsor H.R. 1099 to reauthorize NAWCA. 

 Please ask your members to support reinstating full funding for the EPA’s regional restoration 
programs.  

 


