
 
 

Land Trust Legislative Update & Talking Points 
 

Last December, Congress passed an enhanced incentivefor donating a conservation easement. Saying “thank 
you” to the members and staff you meet with sends a powerful and important message — that we can 
influence Congress, that we are paying attention to what they do on conservation issues, and that we 
appreciate it when they help! Here are some talking points and key asks that you can cover.  
 
General tips: 
• Always begin by introducing yourself and your organization. Make sure they know about mutual friends 

and any prior relationship you or your land trust has had with the office. 
• Thank them for the conservation easement incentive bill, and if it is helping your community, tell them! 
• Ask staff or the member how you and your organization can help them — offer to be a resource for general 

conservation issues in the district. 
• All politics is local — share stories and examples of the impact conservation programs and incentives have 

had for your land trust!  
• Invite them to visit a project, property, or an event next time they are in the district or state. 

 
 

   
• The enhanced incentive for the donation of conservation easements was made permanent in the omnibus 

spending bill in December 2015! (PL 114-113, Section Q). 
• The incentive helps increase easement donations by landowners to over a million acres a year.  
• This voluntary tool helps family farmers, ranchers, and other modest-income landowners conserve 

important wildlife habitat, farmland and scenic open space.  
• Thank your members for voting for or cosponsoring the easement inventive. Share specific stories 

from your area! 
 

 
• The 2014 Farm Bill provides nearly $1 billion for land trusts to purchase agricultural land easements from 

willing landowners over the next ten years to conserve their lands and keep them in working production. 
• Comments we sent to the Natural Resources Conservation Service on the “interim final rule” for the 

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) are now in the process of being reviewed. The final 
rule is expected in May or June.  

• The President’s budget proposed funding ACEP at its authorized level of $500 million, split between 
easements on working farms and ranches (Agricultural Land Easements) and on wetlands. 

• Land trusts are enthusiastic partners in a number of Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
projects. The program is designed for land trusts and other organizations that involve multiple partners and 
multiple NRCS programs to concentrate on-the-ground improvements in specific places.  

• Ask your reps and senators to support full funding of Farm Bill conservation programs like ACEP 
and RCPP. 
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• The Land and Water Conservation Fund is an important source of funding for federal and state 

acquisitions of land and easements. It takes a small portion of revenues from offshore oil and gas leasing 
($900 million per year) and invests them in conservation. It was reauthorized in Dec. 2015 for three years. 
 

• Various proposals in the House and Senate would permanently reauthorize LWCF, but also introduce 
some reforms. We are working with our allies on Capitol Hill to ensure the legacy of LWCF is protected. 
 

• Please ask your senators and representatives to support LWCF by cosponsoring either:   
o S. 890, the LWCF Authorization and Funding Act, introduced by Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 

which would permanently reauthorize and fully fund the program.  
o S. 338, introducted by Sens. Richard Burr (R-NC), Kelly Ayotte (R-NH) and Michael Bennet (D-

CO), which would only permanently reauthorize LWCF.  
o H.R. 1814, introduced by Reps. Michael Fitzpatrick (R-PA) and Raul Grijalva (D-AZ), which would 

only permanently reauthorize LWCF. 
 

• Congress allocated $450 million this year to LWCF — the highest it’s been in five years. The Forest 
Legacy Program (FLP) and Section 6 of the Endangered Species Act are also funded out of LWCF.  
 

• Over 200 representatives signed a letter by their colleagues Reps. Michael Fitzpatrick and Mike Thompson 
(D-CA) to appropriators supporting strong funding of LWCF and FLP. Sens. Richard Burr and Pat Leahy 
(D-VT) were joined by 45 of their colleagues on a similar letter.  

o If your members signed the letter, be sure to thank them! 
 

• Forest Legacy provides matching grants to states to purchase conservation easements on important forest 
lands to prevent conversion to non-forest uses.  
 

• In addition to supporting strong funding of FLP, we support allowing states to let land trusts to hold and 
manage easements acquired with FLP funds. This would expand access in some states for landowners 
who previously were reluctant to use the program.  

o Ask your representatives to cosponsor H.R. 1582, the Forest Legacy Management 
Flexibility Act, introduced by Reps. Chris Gibson (R-NY) and John Garamendi (D-CA). 
 

• Land trusts are interested in exploring whether similar flexibility would help other LWCF programs. 
 

• NAWCA continues to receive funding despite its authorization expiring in 2012. Several bills in the House 
and Senate would reauthorize and fund NAWCA for five years. It received $35 million this year for 
matching grants to restore and protect wetlands. A letter in the House by Reps. Mike Thompson and Don 
Young (R-AK) supporting strong funding of the program gained 130 signatures.  
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