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One Shenzhen Bay is a project on reclaimed land
that did not previously exist prior to 2005. It is lo-
cated in the newly created district of Houhai, across
Shenzhen Bay from the Futian Central Business Dis-
trict. The masterplan of this project is on two adja-
cent blocks bordered to the east by Shenzhen Bay’s
Inner Lake and Waterfront Park and to the south by
the Shenzhen Bay Bridge that connects directly to
Hong Kong.

The masterplan of One Shenzhen Bay is governed
mainly by views to the east of the water. The taller
towers are on the western side of the site, while the
podium and lower condo towers are placed along
the east edge to allow for maximized views of the
water. An exterior retail mall has three levels of
shops and restaurants opening out to terraces over-
looking the lake. One Shenzhen Bay is at the thresh-
old between the rolling, natural coastline of the bay
and the ordered vibrancy of the Houhai district. The
form and materials of the project create a bridge be-
tween these two worlds. At the west, One Shenzhen
Bay interfaces with the new city by maintaining a
rectilinear street edge and regular grid of buildings.
As the project moves east toward the bay, the form
becomes more organic and open to the view.

As a mixed use project with office, service apart-
ment, retail, club, garden and public programs, the
project makes every effort to integrate all programs
and create a vital urban environment. Service
apartments and office programs are contained in
towers while retail and public areas ring the site and
permeate its eastern, waterfront edge. Interruption
of important urban street front is minimized by
separating vehicular entries to opposite sides of
the site. The street side sidewalks are envisioned as
pedestrian friendly and sided with as much retail
as permitted. The center core of the site is a quiet,
reflective green space.

The project’s eight towers, although distinct
in program have been designed to function and
appear as a singular design. A strong, solid horizon-
tal spandrel is applied to all towers to unify exterior
wall appearance. In addition, the serviced apartment
towers include strong horizontal shading elements
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and balconies whose angled geometries relate to
the geometry of the podium and overall project.
Marking the southern-most edge of the site the
tallest of the towers, a 350 m tall headquarter-hotel
building will act as a welcoming beacon for travelers
from Hong Kong.

The condominium tower planning for One Shen-
zhen Bay is guided by how best to maximize views
towards the bay for all the units. Like the white hous-
es clustered on the hillside over the Mediterranean
or the glass sheathed boxes of Los Angeles, the con-
do units are intended to take maximum advantage
of the climate and hover over the water and the city
beyond. In the masterplan, towers in the front facing
the water are shorter in height to ensure that units
in the taller towers in the back have unobstructed
views towards the water.

Access into the condo towers is by elevator form
the private drop-off lobbies located at ground
around the residential gardens or landscaped Bl
level. The condos have their own individual elevators
and are well-separated from their neighbor to insure
privacy. The exterior spaces are extensions of the
interior and open out to the view. Each unit has gen-
erous outdoor terraces and pools in some units. All
major rooms open out or have views of the bay and
the private residential garden within the site.

The office has typical floorplates of approximate-
ly 2,650 m? over 20 floors. There are 2 zones of
elevators. The hotel has 7 typical floors of rooms.
There is a total of 167 rooms. Above the office is the
sky lobby floor with a spa/gym/amenity floor at the
top of the hotel rooms that is shared by the service
apartments. There are 26,680 m? over 23 floors of
service apartments at the top of the building.

The architectural language is intended to be
elegant. From below, simple crystalline volumes
appear to float above the bay. The tops of the highly
transparent boxes dematerialize into the sky, and
can be lit at night becoming a dominant presence of
the Houhai skyline. These orthogonal forms are both
efficient containers and natural evocations of new
Houhai block structure and the building fabric of the
rest of the buildings in the project.
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