
 

Prayer 

Dear God, Thank you that everyone is important 
to you, even little children. Help me to remember 
this whenever I feel small and unimportant. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 
NOW READ THESE VERSES AND THEN TAKE THE TEST ON 

PAGE 21  
 

LUKE 2:8-20 (NLT) 
8 That night some shepherds were in the fields outside the village, 
guarding their flocks of sheep. 
9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the 
radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terribly 
frightened, 
10 but the angel reassured them, “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring 
you good news of great joy for everyone! 
11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born tonight in 
Bethlehem, the city of David! 
12 And this is how you will recognize him: You will find a baby lying in 
a manger, wrapped snugly in strips of cloth!” 
13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the 
armies of heaven—praising God:  
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to all 
whom God favors.” 
15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to 
each other, “Come on, let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this wonderful 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 They ran to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was 
the baby, lying in the manger. 
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17 Then the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what  
the angel had said to them about this child. 
18 All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, 
19 but Mary quietly treasured these things in her heart and thought 
about them often. 
20 The shepherds went back to their fields and flocks, glorifying and 
praising God for what the angels had told them, and because they had 
seen the child, just as the angel had said. 

 

 

Lesson 8 

 
 

Je s us  a s  a   
Yo ung Bo y  

 
 

 

Joseph and Mary stayed in Bethlehem for a while 

after Jesus was born. They probably found a house 

to live in after the crowds went away. 

 

 

MEN FROM THE EAST 

 

One day some wise men from an eastern country 

came to visit the baby Jesus. They said that they 

had seen a special star in the sky and they had 

followed it. It stopped above the house where 

Jesus lived. The wise men came in, gave Jesus gifts, 

and worshipped him. 
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MEMORY VERSE 
Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you 
good news of great joy for everyone! 

The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—
has been born tonight in Bethlehem, 

the city of David!”  Luke 2:10-11  



Before the wise men found Jesus, they had to ask 

for directions to Jesus’ house. They asked, “Where 

is the child who has 

been born to be the king 

of the Jews?” 

 

When King Herod, the 

king of the country 

where Jesus lived, heard 

about this he was very 

upset. He didn’t like it 

that Jesus, another king, 

was born in his country. 

Herod thought that when 

Jesus grew up he would 

try to take Herod’s kingdom away from him. 

 

And so Herod did a very cruel thing. He ordered 

his soldiers to kill all the little baby boys in 

Bethlehem who were under two years old. What 

crying and sadness there was that day! The 

soldiers went into each house and killed all the   

                                    little baby boys. 

 
 

JESUS ESCAPES 

But Jesus was not among those 

babies. An angel warned Joseph and Mary that 

the King was going to try to kill Jesus.  He   told 

them that they had to run for their lives.  
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very bright.  The angels began to sing!   
 

No one living on earth has ever heard such 

beautiful music!  Thousands and thousands of 

angels on every hill sang the beautiful music that 

they sing in heaven! They sang a special song,  
 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven and 

peace on earth to all those who please him.” 
 

 

THE SHEPHERDS GO TO BETHLEHEM 

God’s son is the most important person ever to be 

born. But the angels didn’t go to kings, rulers or 

other important people to tell the news. They 

went to common, ordinary shepherds. God did this 

because he wants us to understand that Jesus 

came for everyone. Everyone is important to 

Jesus. Shepherds are as important as kings. 

Children are as important as grownups.  

 

When the shepherds heard 

this amazing news, they 

hurried to Bethlehem.  They 

found the place where Jesus 

was.  There they saw the baby 

Jesus. They knelt and prayed 

to God and thanked him for 

sending his Son.  

And then they left. They told 

everyone they met about the wonderful things 

that had happened to them that night! 
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The shepherds were afraid of the angel and the 

bright light. They had never seen an angel before. 

And they had never seen such a bright light! The 

angel said, “Don’t be afraid! I have good news!” 
 

The shepherds listened very closely to what the 

angel had to say. The angel continued, “Do you 

remember that God promised to send his only Son 

to earth to be our Savior? Well, God did that 

tonight! Tonight, right here in Bethlehem, God’s 

Son was born!”  

 

THE ANGEL CHORUS 

We cannot begin to imagine how 

this news shocked those 

shepherds.  God’s Son was 

born!  The Shepherds knew 

the promises that God had 

given about his son.  They knew 

that God had promised to send 

him into the world. 

 

The angel had more to say to them. “If 

you will go to Bethlehem you will find 

this baby wrapped up in a blanket and 

lying in a box that holds feed for cows.” 

 

And then suddenly something very, very 

wonderful happened. Angels appeared on all the 

hills. The shepherds couldn’t begin to count them 

because there were so many.  The light was very,  
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Joseph, Mary, and Jesus fled to Egypt and stayed 

there for a while.  Then they moved to Nazareth 

where Joseph began his carpentry work again.  

When Jesus got old enough, he probably helped 

his father in the carpenter shop. 

 

JESUS GROWS UP 

When Jesus was about twelve years old, Joseph 

and Mary decided to take a trip to Jerusalem for 

the Passover holiday. Many people traveled there 

every year. It was a long trip, especially since 

they had to walk all the way. But they didn’t mind 

it. It was fun. Most of the children went along, and 

Jesus went with them. 

 

After the celebration was over, the large group 

of people from Nazareth started to travel home. 

They walked for a whole day. Joseph and Mary 

wondered where Jesus was. They didn’t see him all 

day, but they were not worried. They thought that 

he was playing with the other children in the 

crowd. 

 

But that night they began to worry. They looked 

through the whole crowd, but couldn’t find him 

anywhere. They decided that the only thing they 

could do was go back to Jerusalem and look for 

him there. 

 

And so the next morning they headed back to look 
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for Jesus. They looked in the stores and in the 

shops. They looked in the homes of some friends. 

They looked everywhere. But they couldn’t find 

Jesus! 

Finally they went to the 

temple, which is the 

Jewish church. Much to 

their surprise They saw 

Jesus talking to all the 

very important religious 

teachers. The boy was 

Jesus! The religious 

leaders were asking Jesus 

questions and they were 

amazed at the answers 

that he gave them. 

 

Joseph and Mary were upset. “Son!” his mother 

said. “Why have you done this to us? Your father  

and I have been so worried. We have been 

searching for you everywhere!”  

 

Jesus answered, “But why did you need to search? 

You should have known that I would be in my 

Father’s house?” 

 

By this answer Jesus showed them that he was 

very different than other boys his age. Then Jesus 

went back to Nazareth with his parents and lived 

there until he was thirty years old. 
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Lesson 7 

 

 

 
THE SHEPHERDS 

GOOD NEWS 
  
 
 

On the same night that Jesus was born there were 

shepherds out in the hills around Bethlehem. 

Most of the shepherds brought their sheep into 

barns at night. But these shepherds were 

different. They stayed outside all the time. They 

never brought their sheep into any barn! 

 

AN ANGEL 

APPEARS 

 

It was late at 

night and very 

dark. The 

shepherds were 

huddled around 

a few small 

fires. Suddenly 

there was a very bright light. An angel from 

heaven stood in front of them and shone very 

brightly!  
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He wants you to love him and be the kind of 

person who makes him happy. He wants to forgive 

you for all the things that you have ever done 

wrong. Will you ask him to come into your heart 

and live there forever? 

 
Prayer 

Dear Jesus, please come into my heart and help    
me to love you. May I always have room for you     
in my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 
 

NOW READ THESE VERSES AND THEN TAKE THE TEST ON 
PAGE 20  

 
LUKE 2:1-7 (NLT) 
1 At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census 
should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 
2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) 
3 All returned to their own towns to register for this census. 
4 And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go 
to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from 
the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 
5 He took with him Mary, his fiance, who was obviously pregnant by 
this time. 
6 And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 
7 She gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snugly in 
strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no room 
for them in the village inn. 
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Prayer 

Dear God, Thank you that Jesus was a child      
just like me. Please help me to grow in wisdom.     
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
 

 NOW READ THESE VERSES AND THEN TAKE THE TEST ON 
PAGE 22 

    

MATTHEW 2:1-15 (NLT) 
1 Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign 
of King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands 
arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 
2 “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We have seen his star as 
it arose, and we have come to worship him.” 
3  Herod was deeply disturbed by their question, as was all of 
Jerusalem. 
4 He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious 
law. “Where did the prophets say the Messiah would be born?” he 
asked them. 
5 “In Bethlehem,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote: 
6 ‘O Bethlehem of Judah, you are not just a lowly village in Judah, for 
a ruler will come from you who will be the shepherd for my people 
Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod sent a private message to the wise men, asking them to 
come see him. At this meeting he learned the exact time when they 
first saw the star.  
8 Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the 
child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go 
and worship him, too!” 
9 After this interview the wise men went their way. Once again the star 
appeared to them, guiding them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them 
and stopped over the place where the child was.  
10 When they saw the star, they were filled with joy!  
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MEMORY VERSE 
Mary wrapped him snugly in strips     
of cloth and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them 
in the village inn.  Luke 2:7  

MEMORY VERSE 
So Jesus grew both in height and in 

wisdom, and he was loved by God and 
by all who knew him. Luke 2:52   



11 They entered the house where the child and his mother, Mary, 
were, and they fell down before him and worshipped him. Then they 
opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 
12 But when it was time to leave, they went home another way, 
because God had warned them in a dream not to return to Herod. 
13 After the wise men were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream. “Get up and flee to Egypt with the child and his 
mother,” the angel said. “Stay there until I tell you to return, because 
Herod is going to try to kill the child.”  
14 That night Joseph left for Egypt with the child and Mary, his 
mother, 
15 and they stayed there until Herod’s death. This fulfilled what the 
Lord had spoken through the prophet: “I called my Son out of Egypt.” 
 
LUKE 2:41-52 (NLT) 
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover 
festival. 
42 When Jesus was twelve years old, they attended the festival as 
usual.  
43 After the celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him as first,  
44 because they assumed he was with friends among the other 
travelers. But when he didn’t show up that evening, they started to 
look for him among their relatives and friends.  
45 When they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to 
search for him there. 
46 Three days later they finally discovered him. He was in the Temple, 
sitting among the religious teachers, discussing deep questions with 
them.  
47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 
48 His parents didn’t know what to think. “Son!” his mother said to 
him. “Why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been 
frantic, searching for you everywhere.” 
49 ”But why did you need to search?” he asked. “You should have 
known that I would be in my Father’s house.”     
50 But they didn’t understand what he meant. 
51 Then he returned to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them; 
and his mother stored all these things in her heart. 
52 So Jesus grew both in height and in wisdom, and he was loved by 
God and by all who knew him.      
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manger, the box that held food for the barn 

animals. 

Can you imagine that the Son of God was born in a 

barn? Jesus left all the wonder of heaven to 

come to earth for us. It is very beautiful in heaven. 

Everything is perfect there. Jesus left all that to 

be born as a baby in a barn. That’s How much Jesus 

loves us! 

 
 

There was no room for Jesus in any inn in 

Bethlehem that night.  Is there room in your heart 

for Jesus today? He wants to come into your life.  
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NO ROOM IN BETHLEHEM    

When they arrived in 

Bethlehem they were very 

tired. Joseph’s feet hurt. He 

had walked a long way! Mary 

probably rode on the back 

of a donkey Because she was 

very tired too!  It was close 

to the time for Mary’s baby 

to be born.  

 
Bethlehem was very, very busy. Many people had 

come to Bethlehem to be counted, and all the 

rooms and inns were full of visitors. Joseph went 

up and down the streets trying to find a place to 

stay for the night. Every time he stopped at an inn 

they told him that there was no room. 

 

Joseph and Mary were getting very worried. They 

knew that Mary’s baby would be born soon and 

they had to find a place to stay. One man who 

owned an inn told them that they could stay in his 

barn. That was all the room he had. But it was 

better than nothing at all. So Mary and Joseph 

went back to the barn to stay for the night. 

 

JESUS IS BORN   

Late that night, in that barn in Bethlehem, the baby 

Jesus was born. Mary took some cloths and 

wrapped up the baby Jesus. She laid him in a  
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TEST - LESSON FIVE 
 

Based on the lesson and Bible verses you just read, 

answer these questions. You may look back at the 

lesson and the Bible verses for the answers. The 

numbers at the end of each question show where to 

find the answer in the Bible verses. 

 

What was the name of the angel whom God sent to 

Mary? (Luke 1:26) ___________________________________________ 

 

What did the angel tell Mary?  

(Luke 1:31) ___________________________________________________  

 

Was Mary happy to see the angel?  

(Luke 1:29) __________________________________________________  

 

Why was Mary worried at first?  

(Luke 1:34) __________________________________________________  

 

The angel told Mary that the baby would be the Son of 

(Luke 1:35) __________________________________________________  

 

Who appeared to Joseph?  

(Matthew 1:20) ______________________________________________  

 

What did the angel tell Joseph to do?  

(Matthew 1:20) ______________________________________________   

 

What did the angel tell Joseph and Mary to name the 

baby? (Matthew 1:21, Luke 1:31)______________________________ 
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TEST LESSON SIX 

Based on the lesson and Bible verses you just read, 

answer these questions. You may look back at the  

lesson and the Bible verses for the answers. The 

numbers at the end of each question show where to 

find the answer in the Bible verses. 

 

What did Caesar Augustus want taken throughout the 

country? ________________________________________________ (1) 

 

Where did everyone have to go to have this census 

taken? __________________________________________________ (3) 

 

Where did Joseph have to go? _________________________ (4) 

 

Who went along with him? ______________________________ (5) 

 

What did the people say to Joseph when he tried to find 

a place to stay? ________________________________________ (7) 
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32 He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 
33 And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” 
34 Mary asked the angel, “But how can I have a baby? I am a virgin.” 
35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby born to you 
will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. 
36 What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her 
old age! People used to say she was barren, but she’s already in her 
sixth month. 
37 For nothing is impossible with God.” 
38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant, and I am willing to 
accept whatever he wants.  May everything you have said come true.”  
And then the angel left. 
 

Lesson 6 

 

 
 

  GOD’S SON  
IS BORN 

 
  

 

THE GOVERNOR’S DECREE Before Jesus 

was born, the governor, Caesar Augustus, told 

everyone that they must go back to the city where 

their ancestors were born. This way he could 

count all the people in his country and tax them. 

Joseph had to go to the little town of Bethlehem. 

This was seventy-five miles away from Nazareth. 

And so Joseph and Mary made this very long trip 

to Bethlehem so that they could be counted and 

taxed.  
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MEMORY VERSE 
Write your memory verse here 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

NOW READ THESE VERSES AND THEN TAKE THE TEST ON PAGE 
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MATTHEW 1:18-25 (NLT) 
18 Now this is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, 
was engaged to be married to Joseph. But while she was still a virgin, 
she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit.  
19 Joseph, her fiancé, being a just man, decided to break the 
engagement quietly, so as not to disgrace her publicly. 
20 As he considered this, he fell asleep, and an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, 
“do not be afraid to go ahead with your marriage to Mary. For the child 
within her has been conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
21 And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” 
22 All of this happened to fulfill the Lord’s message through his 
prophet: 
23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, 
and he will be called Immanuel (meaning, God is with us).” 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord 
commanded. He brought Mary home to be his wife, 
25 but she remained a virgin until her son was born. And Joseph 
named him Jesus. 
 

LUKE 1:26-35 (NLT) 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, 
27 to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 
28 Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The 
Lord is with you!” 
29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could 
mean. 

    30 “Don’t be frightened, Mary,” the angel told her, “for God has 
decided to bless you! 

31 You will become pregnant and have a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus. 
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Where did they finally stay? ___________________________ (7) 

 

Who was born that night? ______________________________ (7) 

 

What kind of bed did Jesus have? ______________________ (7) 

 

 

 

TEST LESSON SEVEN 

Based on the lesson and Bible verses you just read, 

answer these questions. You may look back at the 

lesson and the Bible verses for the answers. The 

numbers at the end of each question show where to 

find the answer in the Bible verses. 

 

Where were the shepherds that night? 

__________________________________________________________ (8) 

 

Who appeared to them? ________________________________ (9) 

 

Were the shepherds frightened? _____________________ (9) 
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MEMORY VERSE 
You are to name him Jesus, for he    
will save his people from their sin.  

Matthew 1:21 
 

MEMORY VERSE 
Write your memory verse here 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



What did the angels say to them? __________________ (10,11) 

 

What song did they sing?  

_________________________________________________________  (14) 

 

Where did the angel tell the shepherds to find Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________ (12) 

 

What did the shepherds do when the angels left? 

_______________________________________________________ (15,16) 

 

Why did God send his angels to shepherds that night, 

instead of to kings? _______________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 

TEST LESSON EIGHT 

Based on the lesson and Bible verses you just read, 

answer these questions. You may look back at the 

lesson and the Bible verses for the answers.  

 

22 

plans for the wedding.  The baby Mary was going to 

have would be a special gift from God. No other 

baby would ever be born like this one! The angel 

also told Joseph what name to give the baby. They 

were to call him Jesus. The name Jesus means “the 

Lord saves” because Jesus would save his people 

from their sins.  

 

And so Joseph obeyed God, and did as the angel 

told him to do. He and Mary became husband and 

wife. Now God’s Son would have an earthly father 

to take care of him. 

 
After they were 

married, Joseph    

and Mary lived in 

Nazareth. Joseph 

was a carpenter 

there. But Jesus    

was born in a     

little town called 

Bethlehem. Turn to 

the next lesson to 

find out more. 

  

 

Prayer 

Father, thank you for remembering your promise 
and sending Jesus to live in our world to be my 
Savior.  Amen. 
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MEMORY VERSE 
Write your memory verse here 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Mary was confused 

and upset when she 

heard the angel’s 

news. She was also 

worried. “How can I 

have a baby,” she 

asked, “when I am 

not yet married?” 

 

“Don’t worry,” said 

the angel, “this 

baby is very special. 

God will work a 

miracle in you!” 

 

This answer helped Mary understand, and to be 

willing to obey. She was so happy that she began 

to sing a beautiful song. You will find the words of 

this song in the Bible book of Luke, chapter one, 

verses 45-55. 

 

AN ANGEL APPEARS     

TO JOSEPH 

Joseph, Mary’s fiancé,                                               

found out that Mary                                                         

was going to have                                                        

a baby. He wasn’t very happy. He decided that he 

would not marry her.  But then an angel appeared 

to him in a dream and told him to go ahead with his 
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Who came to worship the baby?  

(Matthew 2:1) _______________________________________________   

 

What did they follow to find Jesus?  

(Matthew 2:2,9) _____________________________________________   

 

What did the wicked king do?  

(Matthew 2:13)  _____________________________________________   

 

How did Jesus escape?  

(Matthew 2:13)  _____________________________________________   

 

Where did Jesus go when he was twelve?  

(Luke 2:41,42) _______________________________________________ 

 

Did Jesus go home with his parents?   

(Luke 2:43)  _________________________________________________   

 

Did his parents miss him the first day?   

(Luke 2:43)  _________________________________________________   

 

How many days did it take to find Jesus?  

(Luke 2:46)  _________________________________________________   

 

What did Mary say when Jesus was found?  

(Luke 2:48)  _________________________________________________  

 

What did Jesus say to his parents?  

(Luke 2:49) __________________________________________________ 

 

Did his parents understand him?  

(Luke 2:50) __________________________________________________  
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All scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL READER’S VERSION™ 

Copyright ©1995, 1996, 1988 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
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Lesson 5 

 

 

 
 

Go d a nno unc e s  t he  
b Ir t h of  h Is  s on 

 
  
 

About two thousand years ago a young girl named 

Mary lived in a city called Nazareth. She wasn’t 

married. However, she was engaged to a man 

named Joseph. Something very unusual happened 

to this girl. An angel appeared to her one day and 

told her that she was going to have a baby. This 

was going to be a very special baby. This baby was 

going to be the Son of God! 

 

 

GOD’S PROMISE  

Do you remember the last 

lesson? God promised 

Adam and Eve that he 

would send his Son 

into the world to save us from our sins. In order 

for God’s Son to live in this world he would need 

a body like ours. He would need hands, and feet, 

and arms. And so God sent him into this world as a 

little baby. And Mary was to be his mother. 
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MEMORY VERSE 
Write your memory verse here 
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