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Ten enthusiastic and excited Johnson Plastics team members descended on the Las Vegas
Convention Center for the annual ARA International Awards Market and Show in February.
There were plenty of good resons for their enthusiasm.

The annual event represents the largest gathering of
companies and products in the awards and recogni-
tion industry. A huge exposition, it gives attendees the
opportunity to see the newest products from some of
the industry’s leading suppliers and take advantage of
some outstanding educational seminars.

The Johnson Plastics booth featured a variety of new
sublimatable products including flip flops, eyeglass
cases, tote bags, pet bowls, bottle insulators, wallets
and throws, in addition to the latest in sublimation equipment. The crowds seemed excited as
we shared the latest products and information with them.

We also introduced a number of exciting new IPI and Rowmark engraving products including
LaserMetallicBrush, the newest addition to IPI’s LaserShop, as well as framing systems from JRS
and Rowmark.

But it wasn’t all business. Fun and games included The Money Machine, a popular challenge
where individuals were invited to enter a totally enclosed phone booth-like box with money
blowing all around to see how much they could catch and keep. Needless-to-say, it created
great excitement and fun!

ARA award competitions and the ARIEF Silent auction were also
a big hit. Johnson Plastics was honored to receive two awards:
• First place in the Best Product Showcase with their beach
scene of sublimatable products.
• Second place in the Best New Product-Most Creative
Imprintable for a Sublimural with a sway affect created by JP’s
Rodger Vieau using a series of Unisub 1/8” hardboard tiles
(available in 24” X 24” and 24” X 48” sizes).

The Awards Gala, an evening to recognize fellow professionals
for their creativity, craftsmanship, and service on behalf of the

association, rounded out what we all felt was a very successful show.
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ARA Las Vegas Show 2010 Creates
Lots of Excitement and Fun

JP Booth 2010

Best Product Showcase 2010
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“It is what it is -
deal with it!”

I have a favorite old saying that my chil-
dren have heard many times. “It is what
it is –deal with it!”

At the recent ARA show in Las Vegas and
in many subsequent conversations with
customers like you, I have been hearing
comments that tell me our industry has
adopted that very attitude.

First of all, you have accepted the fact
that our economy has changed,
demand for our products may be slow
for awhile and you will probably see
increased competition. In other words,
“It is what it is!”

Secondly, what I keep hearing reflects
the “Deal it” part of the saying.
Attendees at the ARA show in Las Vegas
came with a purpose. They were look-
ing for the latest technology or new
product ideas to help them grow their
business. They expressed cautious opti-
mism about the future. And, they were
looking for new opportunities.

Tough New Products from IPI
IPI has added two new products, LaserTuffTex and LaserMetallicBrush, to their LaserShop line
of engraving materials.

LaserTuffTex provides a textured option to IPI’s LaserTuff matte and glass finish. The 1/16” thick
product features a textured skin that allows detailed engraving on a material “tough enough
for the most demanding tasks”. Ideal for fine line engraving, LaserTuffTex shows little or no

scratching. Durable, UV stable and resistant to fingerprints, it is well-
suited to industrial environments and high traffic areas, indoors and
out. Available May 1st in the industry’s most popular colors.

LaserMetallicBrush “brings the dazzling finish and elegant look of
precious metal through a reverse laserable version of two ‘all time’
industry favorites …Brushed Gold and Brushed Aluminum,” accord-
ing to IPI. Available in a 1/16” material with either gloss or matte fin-

ish, this highly reflective product brings a burst of brilliance while eliminating many of the
problems of the front engravable Golds and Silvers.

Flip flops, newest addition to our sublimation line, proved
to be a big hit at the Johnson Plastics booth in Las Vegas.

Available in adult sizes (S, M and L), the flip flops have a
black sole with a white sublimatable surface. Two flip flops
come precut into a single rectangle for sublimating one or
more graphics onto each foot shape. After sublimating, pop the foot shapes out of the
rectangle. Then using a special tool (also available from Johnson Plastics), simply insert the
black plastic thong into the sole.

And more…
We created plenty of excitement with our new sublimatable tote bag, eyeglass case,
throw, wallets, pot holder, oven mitts and white stainless steel travel mug.

both White and Clear, perfect for weddings, sports, family occasions and more.

Think ahead to summer and graduation. Order some of these new products to display in
your showroom.

Buy Ink...

Need another reason to stock up on
ink? Each time you order sublima-
tion ink from Johnson Plastics
between now and the end of May,
your name will be entered in a draw-
ing for a $100 Best Buy gift card.
Hurry! This offer ends on May 31.

New Products for Sublimation

Tip of the Day for Laser Engravers
Have you ever placed an item to be engraved in your laser only to watch helplessly as it
moves around and across the table? Here are a few suggestions to help hold those prod-
ucts, especially when there are no second chances.

1. Use Rowmark’s Fat-Mat to secure flat non-porous materials (plastic, brass, acrylic, alu-
minum). A tape-less, clamp-less and vacuum-less way to secure your work, it is 1/8” thick
and comes in various sizes.

2. For multiples of the same item, like fifty push buttons, create a jig out of a piece of scrap plastic.

3. Use flexible modeling clay to secure one-of-a-kind and unique shaped items (pens,
medals, bracelets, etc.) and eliminate shifting or wobbling.

4. Florist’s foam is another inexpensive and effective solution when engraving glasses, bowls
or any round shaped object.
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Call our Customer Service Department for more information about these exciting new products.

And Unisub introduced more options in their Chromaluxe .045 Aluminum Photo Panels in

a $100 Gift Card

with

Get a Chance to Win



Check us out at www.johnsonplastics.com

John Barker to Present
A&E Webinar April 27 2010 represents a landmark year for Johnson Plastics as we celebrate 40 years in business.

Founded in 1970 as a distributor to the sign industry, today we are the leading national
distributor of products for the engraving and sublimation industries.

We started by selling plastic sheet, magnetic tape, magnetic let-
ters, paint, brayers and vacuum forming machines to customers
who created vacuum-formed signs for the sides of cars.

As the sign industry changed, we changed. With the help of the
Scott Machine Company, Rowmark, IPI and others we became a
leader in the engraving industry.

Six years ago we purchased the Xpress Company and entered the world of sublimation.
We now lead the industry with products and equipment for creating amazing full-color
finished products.

Today we have eight locations around the country with a large product inventory, quick deliv-
ery and knowledgeable Customer Service Reps. We participate in trade shows and semi-
nars each year. And, we back you with outstanding technical support, fabrication services,
and sublimation open houses.

We don’t know what the future holds. But with all of our wonderful employees and your
continued business, we expect to be around for another 40 years.

Congratulations and thank you
to Fran Pawlak, customer
service in our Phoenix office on
10-years with Johnson Plastics.
F ran jo ined us when we

purchased the engraving division of Western Engravers. She is
married to Dave and they have two dogs.

Congratulations also to Mike Berglin for five years of customer
service in Minneapolis. We appreciate all of his hard work.

IT’S A GIRL!

Minneapolis Customer Service Rep Tom Reichert and his wife
Erin welcomed 8 lb., 2 oz. daughter Greta, on Feb. 9. Mom,
Dad and baby are all doing fine.

John Barker, Johnson Plastics sublimation
specialist, will present another A&E Webinar
on Tuesday April 27th at 11:00 a.m.

In “Behind the Curtain: Five Product Lines
for Dye Sublimation,” John “reverse
engineers” several product lines as he takes
sublimation users step-by-step through each
product line illustrating
three different levels of
production: “one-offs”
and mid-level as well as
high–volume production.
Th i s Webinar is appro-
priate for sublimation
users of all abilities.

You can sign up at
http://a-e-mag.com and click on “Webinar.”

JOHNSON PLASTICS CELEBRATES 40 YEARS

Price Increases on ABS Plastics
Despite the recession and general tough times, Rowmark has announced a price increase
on engraving sheets that use ABS resins. Plastic resins are manufactured by large chemi-
cal companies, many of which have ceased production causing a huge supply disruption.
The remaining suppliers have implemented large price increases on resins used to make
ABS plastic.

As a result, Rowmark is forced to implement a minimum 7.6% price increase, effective April
19th. The primary products affected are The Satins, Mattes and Metals.

Innovative Plastics has also advised us of a similar price increase, but the specific amount
and timing are not yet available.

Contact your Customer Service Rep for more information about these increases.

WEDDING BELLS...

Mike Berglin, Customer Service in Minneapolis, surprised us all with his
recent marriage to Shanna Swanson. We thought he was just on
vacation, but he returned to tell us he had eloped! Best wishes to the
happy couple.

WELCOME...

A big overdue welcome to David
Johanson in our Minneapolis ware-
house. Dave joined us several
months ago. He and Tina have two
children, Corbin and Alexandra.
Dave loves basketball, softball, fish-
ing and golf.

Greta Reichert

John Barker

ANNIVERSARIES
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Johnson Plastics is pleased to introduce a
new entry level sublimation printer, the Ricoh
GX e3300N. The printer offers fast printing
speeds, energy efficiency, high-capacity
brilliant color output, easy color manage-
ment and an 8.5 x 14” printing area. This new
printer is available now from JP at a pack-
age price of $439 (includes printer, four-color
SubliJet-R ink cartridges, power driver and
paper.) Call our sublimation specialists to
determine if this is the printer for you!

New Entry-Level Printer
for Sublimation



Stockupon

thesegreat

waystosave!

SublimationSpecial
NewWhitePoly
SublimatableToteBags
Size11.5”x14.7”

HURRY!OffersendMay31,2010!

Johnson Plastics Locations:
Minneapolis, MN: 1/800/869-7800
Chicago Area: 1/800/869/7840
Concord, CA: 1/800/869-7820
Dallas, TX: 1/800/869-7830
Columbus, OH: 1/800/869-7800
Atlanta, GA: 1/800/869-7870
Phoenix, AZ: 1/800/869-7887
Winston-Salem, NC: 1/800/334-0427

Toll-Free FAX: 1/800/869-7853
www.johnsonplastics.com
service@johnsonplastics.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Your Blue Chip Distributorship
9240 Grand Avenue South

Minneapolis MN 55420-3604
Division of Signcaster Corporation

SublimationSpecial

$2.39
EACH

AnyQuantity

#48

#36

END
QUANTITY
PRICING
AnyQuantity

EngravingSpecial
EndQuantityPricing-AnyQuantity
JRS#36and48SignHolders
•8and10inchlengths
•PolishedRoseGold
•PolishedSilver
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