
 

A MURAL BY ANY OTHER NAME 

By Kevin Lumberg 

 

 “What’s in a name?  That which we call a rose, by any other name would smell as sweet.” 

This famous line from William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, where Juliet is telling Romeo that a name is an artificial 
and meaningless convention, encapsulates the central struggle and tragedy of the play as well as many sublimators 
struggle with tile murals.  Tile murals have always been contemporary and visually stunning, but there have been 
drawbacks to the ceramic variety of tile murals due to their heavy weight.  Though customer’s really like them, many 
people don’t stay in their homes for a long time these days, and they are not able to take a permanently mounted tile 
mural with them when they move.  Further, even small ceramic tile murals can be very heavy making it harder to mount 
them in a temporary system.  The Sublimural solves this problem, and still gives you the contemporary look of a tile 
mural which customers love.   

LOOKS HARD, BUT VERY EASY 

When you first see the Sublimural, it looks very hard to do.  For you as a business person selling a product, this is a really 
good thing.  Your customer will see the value in their completed Sublimural because it “must” be very difficult to 
produce.  But as you will see, it is a really easy product to create and finish.  Not including the time spent finding a 
suitable graphic, the four foot by four foot example I will detail, took about one hour to layout, print, press, and install. 

DESIGN 

I will describe the design process in CorelDraw, but it can 
also be accomplished using Adobe Illustrator.  The vector 
grid for the Sublimural is provided, and can be imported 
into your CorelDraw file.  I started with a two foot by 
four foot mural vector outline.  Since I am making a four 
foot by four foot mural, select the vector, and hit the 
Control button along with the “D” button.  This will 
duplicate the vector.  Then align both parts next to each 
other and group them by hitting the Control button 
along with the “G” button.  Now there is one complete 
four foot by four foot grid.  In this example, I am using a 
photo that was vectorized which makes it look like a 
painting.  How this is done, will be a subject for a future 

article.  Import the image into your file and right click on it, and hold the right mouse button down while you move it 
over to the grid.  The cursor will turn into a target.  Let go of the right mouse button, and select “Powerclip Inside”.  This 
will put the image into the vector grid container.  If it is not centered correctly, you can right click on the graphic, and 

The image with the vector grid 



select “Edit Contents”.  You will see your full graphic, as well as the Vector Grid which has changed color, and you will be 
able to move the image around to center it or crop out areas of the image that will be outside the Vector Grid area.  
Once you are happy with the layout of your mural, just right click on the graphic again and select “finish editing this 
level” which will again put the image within your grid.  Note:  This is a good time to see where the grid line falls across 
your image area.  It can be distracting to have a line or line intersection land in a bad part of your image such as an eye, 
so it is a good time to move your image slightly by using the “Edit Contents” function again.  The last thing to do before 
your image is ready to print is to right click on your image and select “break powerclip curve apart”. 

 

Powerclipping your image into the vector grid 

 

The image powerclipped into your vector grid 

 



PRINT 

At this time, you would have 16 pieces to 
print, but it is 16 pieces that each contain the 
entire graphic, even though only a small 
piece of each may be visible.  Depending on 
the resolution and size of your image, this 
can consume a great amount of memory.  
Luckily, in CorelDraw, there is a way to help 
this.  Select one individual piece of your 
graphic, and click on “Bitmap” at the top of 
your screen, and then “Convert to bitmap”.  
You will get a “Convert to bitmap” screen.  
Select “300” dpi for your resolution, make 
sure your color mode is “RGB color (24 bit) 
and “Transparent Background” is selected.  Click OK.  Now repeat this for each piece of your graphic.  You are ready to 
print each part of your graphic to your sublimation printer, but obviously you will not be able to print them all at once.  
Another great feature of CorelDraw is that it will only print what is on your work space page and not anything that is 
outside of that area.  You will select the entire graphic and move it to one side of the working page.  Then select one 
piece at a time and move it to the working page, and print it.  After a piece is printed, move it to the other side of the 
working page, and continue on like that until all pieces are printed. 

PRESS 

Now that all your pieces are printed, it is time to press your image onto the tile pieces.  Fortunately, this is also very 
easy.  Lay out your printed sublimation transfer face up, and lay your first Sublimural tile face down on the transfer.  
NOTE:  You will need to remove the adhesive plastic protective cover from each tile piece.  Further, make sure you 
identify the bottom pieces of your mural for both the transfers and the tile pieces, and set them aside.  The bottom 
pieces of the tile have only two holes and can only be used at the bottom.  The rest of the tiles have four holes. When 
you lay the tile face down on the transfer, you will notice that the image is 1/8” larger than the tile all the way around.  
This allows you to center the image very easily, and achieve full bleed coverage of the tile pieces.  Further, this is the 
area of the image that is “discarded” due to the gap in the mural which keeps the image spaced and aligned.  Tape the 
tile to the transfer with heat tape so that it will not shift.  Turn it over, and place the tile with transfer on the heat press 
with the transfer face down.  You will want to press a 12” tile at a medium pressure, at 400 degrees, for approximately 
1.5 minutes.  A smaller 6” tile version is available and can be pressed for approximately 1 minute.  When the tile is finish 
being pressed, remove the transfer from the tile, and place on a flat surface, with something flat and heavy on top of it 
until it cools.  If you do not cool this way, the tiles may buckle slightly as they cool. 

INSTALL 

Each of the Sublimural kits comes complete with header bar and “O” rings.  They can be mounted to a wall with 
Standoffs or hang from a ceiling using a Cable Suspension System.  In my example, it will be mounted with Standoffs.  
Again, this is very easy to do for just about anyone.  Put your header bar against the wall in the place you would like you 
Sublimural to hang, and place a Level on top of the header bar.  When it is level, mark the two points where the 
Standoffs will need to be installed with a pencil or marker, in the two holes already in the header bar.  Move the header 
bar, and install the two standoffs to the wall with the provided hardware. Put the O-rings on the header bar, and mount 

Printing one piece at a time. 



the header bar to the wall using the 
standoffs.  Hang the first line of the 
Sublimural tiles from the O-rings on the 
header bar, and lock each O-ring 
together.  Put your second header bar 
next to your first, and with a straight 
edge, make sure your header bars are 
aligned.  Leave a ¼” space between the 
two header bars.  Mark the spots for the 
two Standoffs, and then install the 
Standoffs and the second header bar as 
you did the first one.  I used a second 

header bar because I increased the size of my mural.  A Sublimural could continue to increase the size this way as far as 
needed.  Install the entire first line of Sublimural tiles, and then place O-rings onto the bottom of each tile.  Install the 
next line of tiles, and continue downward until the entire mural is installed. You may have to spin the O-rings slightly to 
make them uniform, and allow the Sublimural to hang straight.  You are finished! 

EASIER THAN YOU THOUGHT 

Producing a finished product that looks so difficult to do, really puts you in the driver’s seat when pricing your finished 
Sublimural.  That is a great place to be, and it is not always the case with sublimation or any other decorating technology 
for that matter.  Now, creating and selling high profit pieces of art, is within your grasp.  A mural by any other name is a 
Sublimural. 

 

The Sublimural installation process. 


