
 

NOTHING LEAVES WITHOUT A BRAND 

By Kevin Lumberg 

One thing most every sublimator, as well as most business owners, often struggle with is marketing.  We often spend 
much time and effort planning and implementing elaborate marketing efforts, and we certainly spend large amounts of 
money on these plans, yet we often overlook one of the easiest and most inexpensive marketing strategies that can be 
done.  This strategy is branding your products.   

So what exactly is branding as it pertains to a sublimation business?  
Webster’s dictionary lists as a definition of brand, “A distinguishing 
symbol, mark, logo, name, word, sentence, or a combination of these 
items that companies use to distinguish their product from others in 
the market.”   

If you recall American history, ranchers branded cattle to make sure 
that everyone knew after a quick glance, who owned a horse or cow when they came upon one that was wandering 
around on the prairie.  It kind of works the same for a branded sublimation product.  It allows any potential customer 
that sees or comes in contact with one of your products, anywhere in the world, to immediately identify who made that 
product.   

And even better, it allows them to find your business when they need to purchase a similar sublimated product.  And 
that is what marketing, business, and making a profit is all about.  It is about connecting potential customers with a 
business to allow the two parties to consummate a business transaction. 

WHY BRAND? 

First of all, as we mentioned, it drives business to you.   We all agree that sublimated 
products are very eye catching.  That is what drove many of us toward learning more 
about sublimation in the first place.  The color and vibrancy of a sublimated product 
pulls you in, especially the first time you see a sublimated product.   

It is the wow factor that makes you want to reach out and touch the product, and to 
feel it.  Hold it in your hands.  A person that sees sublimation for the first time 
immediately starts thinking, and trying to figure out, how the product was made, and 
where the product came from.  They will look at the back or bottom, turning it in their 
hands, trying to find a clue.   

If you sublimated the product and branded it, they should see your web address, or other business information.  And 
therefore, find you and become your customer.  A second reason for branding is that it is very easy and inexpensive to 
brand your products. 

 

Name badges can be branded on the back of the 
badge. 

This mug was branded on the 
bottom with Sublidecal. 



HOW TO BRAND YOUR PRODUCTS 

How you brand your product really depends on what your product is.    Some products allow you to sublimate your 
brand right onto them, but others do not.  If you cannot sublimate your brand onto the product, you can put a decal on 
your sublimated product.  Sublidecal works great for this.  It is basically a “sticker” material.  Sublidecal can be purchased 
in sheets or rolls, and you can sublimate your business information, whatever size you like, and print and sublimate a 
whole sheet out at a time.   

It can be cut with a vinyl cutter, laser, paper cutter, or the old fashioned way with scissors.  Sublidecals can be put on the 
back of plaques or photo panels, or the bottom of wood boxes.  The best part is that since the Sublidecal is waterproof, 
it can be applied to the bottom of sublimated mugs. 

If your sublimation material allows, you can also sublimate your brand directly to your product.  Here is where there are 
differing opinions, and we will look at two of them.  Branding conspicuously, or inconspicuously.  Look around you in the 
sports world.  Everything is branded in plain sight.  You see swooshes, slashes, letters and curly cues everywhere.  On 
balls, bags, and apparel.  Customers go out of their way to show off their name brands, and they are always front and 
center.   

This is free marketing for the large sporting goods companies.   
Granted, your business may not have the resources of the Nikes, 
and Under Armours of the world, but if your brand is visible, it is 
free marketing for your business also.   

But, some of your customers may not want your brand visible to 
the world, and it is something you will need to take into 
consideration.  Some customers may think that a brand can take 
away from the look of a finished sublimated product.  However, it 
may also be a bargaining chip you can use.  You could discount the 
finished product for your customer in exchange for showcasing your 
brand visible to the world.  

If not, just because your customer does not want your brand emblazoned on the 
front of their sublimated product, does not mean you should not brand your 
products.  Everything that leaves your shop should be branded in some manner.  
You just need to be a little more inconspicuous.  If you are sublimating shirts, it is 
very easy to sublimate your website onto the inside of the hem of the shirt.  It is not 
visible from the outside, but still allows anyone that may end up with one of your 
sublimated shirts to find you if and when they need to order more shirts.   

Name badges are also a great example.  Everyone uses name badges for one reason 
or another.  A potential customer may use a name badge for a job or maybe a large 
group such as a business networking group or Chamber of Commerce.  If you 
sublimated your business information on the back of the name badge, if that person 
needs a name badge for an event or other use, they will be able to find you. 

 

Apparel can be visibly branded on the back or the sleeve. 

This shirt was branded by sublimating the 
inside hem. 



DON’T MISS EACH OPPORTUNITY 

If you are not branding your products, you are missing a sales opportunity each and every time a sublimated item leaves 
your store.  More importantly, you are losing the opportunity to allow each person that has a sublimated product to be 
your sales person.  The color of sublimation is what reaches out and grabs someone.  It pulls them in.  When they get 
pulled in, make sure they have a way to find you.  Brand your sublimated products! 


