
 

MIX IT UP AND DO MORE FOR YOUR CUSTOMERS 

By Kevin Lumberg 

Sublimation on its own is a technology that creates some absolutely stunning results.  The bright vivid colors can grab 
hold of an observer like no other technology available, but that being said, you can always improve on the results.  One 
way you can improve is to mix decorating technologies.  What do we mean?  We mean taking the great and best 
qualities of sublimation.  The great color, along with the durability, and add it to other technologies like embroidery, 
engraving, and transfers.  In this way, you can strengthen the strengths and even fill in some gaps or weaknesses in the 
sublimation technology.  

WHAT ARE THE GAPS AND WEAKNESSES? 

Like we said, sublimation allows you to create vivid colors, but when it is done on flat hard substrates, there is not a 
tactile feel to the image.  Sometimes, being able to feel the material or image can be a good thing.  There are ways to 
add that feel with other technologies.  Second, sometimes sublimation blank products can be a little limiting.  The same 
old squares, rectangles, and circles.  Granted, the selection has gotten much better over the years, and every day there 
are new products introduced.  But by using other technologies such as a laser engraver, you can add almost any shape 
you want, very easily.  Third, sometimes in the apparel world you can be limited on styles, colors, and materials.  There is 
a way to overcome some of these limitations by mixing sublimation with other technologies and products. 

WHY WOULD YOU EVER WANT TO FEEL THE IMAGE? 

One thing we constantly preach about sublimation is that when you sublimate an item, there is no “hand”.  In other 
words, you cannot feel the image on the product.  This can be very desirable for shirts, because it is more comfortable.  
But, like most things, it is not always the case.  Sometimes when you feel the image, it can make the product seem 

cheaper, but if done right, it can increase the value perception, and that can be a really 
good thing for a person that is selling those products.  It means that you can charge more 
for the finished product.   

Why do customers like an engraved metal plate on a trophy or plaque?  It looks and feels 
high quality.  The engraver took a piece of metal, and carved out a portion of the metal to 
create the image.  If you rub your finger across the engraved metal, you can feel the image.  
You can almost feel the craftsmanship.  It appeals to multiple senses. What does the 
engraved piece lack?  It lacks color, and that is what sublimation does best.  So let’s add 
color with sublimation.  You can take a piece of white sublimatable aluminum, and 
sublimate a full color background image onto the aluminum, but leave a dark color area for 
engraving text.  Then you can either laser or rotary engrave your text into that area.  Now 
you have a full color plaque with text that has a tactile feel.   

 

This is a product available that 
is pre-sublimated, ready for 
you to engrave it.  It is called a 
Plaquemate. 



HOW DO YOU SPICE UP THE SHAPE OF PRODUCTS? 

Sublimatable products are mass produced.  There certainly are many more shapes than in the 
past, but you are still limited, unless you want to create your own shapes.  You can do it if you 
have a laser engraver or a CNC router.  Sublimatable hardboard/Masonite is available in 
sheets, 1/8” or ¼” thick.  It can be vector cut with a laser engraver very easily leaving a very 
nice black finished edge.  After cutting it out, you can then sublimate it.  Add the shape to a 
plaque to give a raised full color shape, or make some very eye catching signs.  Let your 
imagination take you lots of places. 

CAN I DECORATE A WIDER ARRAY OF APPAREL AND PRODUCTS? 

As we discussed earlier, there are many more choices in apparel than there were a few short years ago.  There was a 
time you could have your choice of any color you wanted to decorate with sublimation as long as you only chose white 
or ash heather.  Now we have blues, pinks, yellows, greens, and many other choices in both men and women’s cuts.  But 
even with all these additions, there are many styles missing, as well as jackets and a wide variety of hats that you can’t 
sublimate.   

However, if you think outside the box, you can still sublimate them, 
however, not in the traditional sense.  By using Subliflock or Sublicloth you 
can expand your horizons with sublimation.  Subliflock is a polyester 
material with kind of a felt feel to it.  Sublicloth is a polyester material 
similar to tackle twill.  You are able sublimate these materials, cut the 
shape out with a plotter cutter, a laser, or the old fashion way with 
scissors.  You then peel off the backer paper and heat seal it to pretty 
much any type or color of fabric, even black.  This material works 
particularly well on jackets, hats, and fabric bags and totes.  It also works 
great to add sponsors or other crests and things to athletic jerseys. 

If you are an embroiderer and really want to mix it up, go ahead and 
embroider basic shape with a white polyester thread.  Make it a very tight 

stitch.  Then sublimate a full color image to the shape.  It will look like you embroidered a full color image that will make 
people wonder how you were able to do it. 

GO AHEAD AND MIX IT UP A BIT 

The best part of being in this business is that we get to mix things up, and think outside the box.  In our opinion, you get 
extra points for that, and I think customer like that as well.  Sure there are the customers that just want the old stand 
bys, but more and more, customers look for something different, and something that stands out from the ordinary.  By 
mixing decorating technologies you can certainly create products that are out of the ordinary, but that is not all.  You 
can also fill in some gaps in what you can offer with your existing technologies, and make sure you can service more 
customers and not turn away business.  So, go ahead and start mixing it up a bit. 

Sublicloth and Subliflock Jacket and Tote 

Lasercut Masonite in a 
shape and sublimated 


