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We remember while growing up that our parents always had our walls adorned with different family photos, 
whether it was an action photo from scoring the big goal, a school picture, or just some funny picture of us or 
our siblings. When you think of those things, your immediate vision is a picture in a wooden or black frame. 
 
These frames have been around forever. Why not mix it up a bit? Why not provide a different, affordable 
option for people like sublimation photo panels. Not only do they look more modern and trendy for your 
customer, but it also sets you apart from your competitor in offering a different take on an old standard. 
Hundreds of photo labs are using these day after day. Why not get your own share of that pie? 
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Why Change? 
Why should you offer these to customers when they probably have 
walls filled with the old frames? That is just it; frames are the old 
standard. More and more today, people are going with the more 
modern, trendy looks in their homes. Gone are the days of shag carpet 
and framed pictures. In are the hardwood floors and the new picture 
and painting displays. 
 
It’s as easy as sending the picture file in the format you choose via 
email or jump drive, and importing it into your graphics program. This 
not only allows the picture to be reproduced with sublimation in very 
bright, vibrant colors, it also gives you the ability to touch-up or even 
add some graphics or text. These types of manipulations were a lot 
harder to accomplish years ago. Now it is just a click of the mouse. 
 
What Are My Options? 
There are a few different options you have when offering customers 
sublimation photo panels. The main ones would be hardboard, metal, 
ChromaLuxe, or a hanging mural. Each of the four options will give you 
a different look and overall feel. Each customer will have their own 

idea of what looks great, so we would offer a couple, but if needed, you can discuss the other options on a 
case-by-case basis. 
 
The hardboard material can come in either matte or gloss, with each giving a completely different appearance. 
The biggest upsides are the fact that it is a forgiving material, and you can have custom shapes cut out with 
either a rotary cutter or laser. This gives you the chance to personalize the picture even more, giving that extra 
sense of originality. The downside is that it does tend to warp a little if not weighed down while cooling. This 
can be fixed by adding some type of weighted object to counteract the warping. 
 
Another good option is metal. It is a fairly inexpensive option that will give you great results. This material can 
be cut down by using a shear, either by your supplier or by you. Metals come in a few different metallic colors, 
but the most popular ones for photo panels are white and silver. The white metal will give you the best colors 
with the most vibrancy, while the silver gives black and white photos a really neat look. 
 
ChromaLuxe photo panels are the most popular option. These are pre-made in different sizes and a few 
different shapes. While they cost a bit more than the standard metal sheets, they do offer superior photo 
quality, while coming in both silver and white colors. Gloss and matte are both options here as well. The 
biggest benefit of these panels is their durability. The coating on the ChromaLuxe is very hard, making it 
virtually scratchproof as well as resistant to any kind of water penetration. 
 
The other option that many people have started to embrace is tile murals. They come in both hardboard and 
aluminum. The murals get very nice, bright color and offer excellent profit margins while using minimal time 
and cost. Many murals are finding their way into business entryways, as well as homes and offices. These 
come in a few different sizes as well, and offer you the chance to “build your own” by selling the components 
in kits or individually. 
 

 

The Benelux offers unique shapes for a 
different look. 



The best part about using some of these products we mentioned above for photos is using your imagination. 
Like many things in sublimation, using your imagination will get you some of the best results and the most 
positive feedback. Maybe laying pictures, or making a collage with several pictures of a vacation or even using 
a different product all together and stacking pictures on pictures. The options are endless; it’s just up to you to 
figure them out. 
 
How Do I Mount These? 
Although there are a few different options, there is no one “standard” way to mount these; it’s all personal 
opinion. There are mounting blocks, spacers, standoffs, and even cables to use. This is where you and the 
customer can be creative and find a unique way to attach these to the wall. Two great examples of uses are 
the stand-offs, which give the panel a very nice, professional-looking product, and the blocks, which give you a 
very nice, modern look for your customer’s home. It all depends on the environment in which your customer 
is placing the picture. 
 
Conclusion 
The days of the old picture frames are a thing of the past. With so many people taking great digital photos, 
there are very few technologies like sublimation that will allow you to get maximum results for little 
investment. Adding photo panels as an option to your product lineup will not only give you that extra step on 
your competitors, it will allow you to deliver great products that modern-minded customers will love! 

 


