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With today’s economy, finding your niche product as soon as possible is critical to your business success. With 
that being said, testing different markets is an important step in that process. Most products can be made on 
a flat press so you do not need to purchase another press. However, what about trying mugs or water bottles? 
Being cylindrical, they will not work inside a standard heat press. You would need to buy a separate mug press. 

Well, buying a new press to test your market for mugs seems a little silly, being that they can cost a few 
hundred dollars. There is another way to get into the mug market fairly inexpensively. The answer is mug 
wraps. In this month’s column, we will talk about wraps, their differences and how they work. 

What Are They? 

A mug wrap is a silicon rubber wrap that goes around your mug or water bottle, giving it the pressure needed 
to sublimate your image onto the item while using a convection oven for heat. A wrap will also allow you to 
sublimate several mugs at one time by just adjusting the time a little bit. There are a few different variations 
of the wraps depending on where you get them. A majority of them have an easy clasp-like system, while 
others may have a bolt that you turn to achieve proper fit. 

Types 

There are several different types of wraps on the market. The biggest difference in them is their closure 
system and the size of product it can accommodate. There are three main wraps that we use here. One kind 
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has a bolt that can be tightened by hand, another has a quick release clasp, and our shot-glass wrap actually 
wraps onto itself, creating the pressure needed. 

As far as the different sizes available, there are wraps that work on 11oz coffee mugs, 15oz coffee mugs, water 
bottles, shot glasses, and pet bowls, and there’s even a wrap that can be adjusted to different widths to work 
with many different products, almost like a utility wrap. Consult with your local distributer to determine which 
wraps will work best with what you are trying to accomplish. 

How Does It Work? 

As with the whole sublimation process, we need heat and pressure to make the process work. While the 
tightened wrap takes care of the pressure, we need the heat aspect. With a mug wrap, we actually use the 
heat of a convection oven, as we mentioned earlier. In our shop, we have a small desktop toaster type oven 
we got online. The cost for the oven was roughly $80. The biggest component of this is the convection part. A 
convection oven has a fan that circulates the heat, giving consistent heat around whatever item is placed 
inside. We want this for the sublimation process to ensure that the entire product is getting heated up evenly. 

Mug Wrap Instructions 
As with everything else, there are a specific set of instructions with 
mug wraps. The exact time in the oven will vary, depending on the 
style wrap you have as well as your oven. We do have general 
guidelines on our website to at least get you started. 
(www.dyesublimation.com) However, we can discuss the process 
leading up to that point. You will trim your transfer to the size of 
the mug. You will want to be careful not to trim your transfer too 
close to the edges or handle. Although the mugs are all coated for 
sublimation, typically the coating can get a little thin on the top, 
bottom, or near the handle, Your mug may even bow inward a bit 
on the top or bottom. If too close, you will see a hazing to your 
image in those areas. We try to keep it at least 1/8” for the top or 
bottom and maybe 1/4” or so from the handle. 

After trimming your transfer, align it and tape it firmly on the mug, 
making certain all wrinkles are flattened and it is lying completely flat. We typically use two pieces of tape on 
the transfer. We place one piece on either side of the handle. We like to also use a piece of blowout paper, 
especially with the wraps. If any ink comes through the paper and gets onto the wrap itself and goes 
unnoticed, it will definitely come back out and sublimate again on the next mug you put in, ruining it and 
causing lost profit and supplies. Just be sure the piece of blowout paper is lying perfectly flat as well. If not, 
this could potentially cause a crease in your paper and a hazy spot on your image. 

Once the blowout is taped, apply the mug wrap and tighten it. We want the wrap nice and snug around the 
mug. We do not want too much pressure, as over-tightening will decrease the life of your wrap. Once 
tightened, place the mug or mugs in the oven for the desired amount of time. After you have finished the 
sublimation process in the oven, carefully remove the mug from the wrap and slowly dip it in a bucket of 
room-temperature water. This will stop the sublimation process. The reason we want the process to end 
quickly is because the mug is still so hot that the sublimation process will continue until it is cooled. If you 
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allow the sublimation to continue, the image will fade dramatically and become unusable. Once the mug has 
cooled in the water, you can take it out and peel the image off the mug. Wipe it dry, and you’re done! 

Conclusion 

As you can see, wraps can be an excellent, cost-effective way to do mugs, as well as a great way to test your 
market to see if the mugs will make a large enough splash to consider producing them on a larger scale. With 
all the size options available, finding a wrap that will work with your mug idea should be the easiest part! 

 


