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SUBLIMATION QUICK STOP
Sublimation

By Kevin Lumberg & TJ Kvilhaug

BACK IN THE DAY
Just a couple decades ago, pictures 

were taken using a camera with film. The 
film was then sent off to be developed, 
often without the knowledge of whether 
there were usable or good pictures in it. It 
was like photo roulette. After the photos 
were shuffled through a few times, they 
were placed into photo albums, hung on 
a wall, or placed on a shelf and displayed. 
We have lost a little of the tactile feel of 
photos, and in a way, we have lost a little 
of that connection to the past.

CURRENT TIME
We know that tens of billions of photos 

currently exist in the digital realm, and we 
know that people like to display and show 
off photos. It is up to you to find a way to 
help your customers display their photos. 
A way exists: it is with sublimation, more 
specifically in the form of sublimated 
photo panels. 

Chromaluxe has a vast assortment of 
sizes, shapes and styles available for the 
current day sublimator. And best of all, 
they are archival, vandal proof, virtually 
indestructible, and easy and quick to sub-
limate. The Chromaluxe panels are also 
available in gloss, matte or satin finishes 
depending on the look your customer 
wants to achieve. They are available in 
.045 thickness aluminum or 5/8-inch 
thick MDF panels. 

The aluminum panels are also avail-
able in a brushed silver look, and the 
MDF panels are available in a natural 
wood finish for completely unique 
images. The finished images are stun-

The explosion of digital photography can be seen everywhere. Almost everyone has a digital camera 
(cell phone), and digital images are posted and shared all over the social media spectrum. But 
where is the final resting place for those billions and billions of digital photos? Many are simply 

erased, but the vast majority simply finish out the rest of their time buried on a hard drive on a lonely 
outdated computer, never to be seen again. That is really a shame, but it’s a problem that you can help 
your customers with and make a profit for your business at the same time.

More Than 
Just a Photo Panel
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An example of using edge grippers and standoffs.
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ning and will be of a resolution quality 
limited only by the image quality that 
your customer sends you.

HOW DO YOU 
SUBLIMATE THEM?

Among the sublimatable products, 
Chromaluxe panels are some of the eas-
iest to do. You want to print the images 
onto sublimation paper using the highest 
quality settings you have for your sublima-
tion printer. Your distributor should be 
able to help you and make sure you are 
set up correctly for your printer. 

Once you have printed the transfer, 
tape it to the Chromaluxe panel using heat 
tape. If you are doing the MDF panels, 
make sure to pull the paper around to the 
back and tape it to the back. Otherwise 
the tape can pull off the film on the edge 
of the panel. 

Make sure to print your image slightly 
larger than your panel. For instance, if 
you are sublimating an 8-by-10-inch 
panel, make your image 8.1 inches by 
10.1 inches big. That will allow you to 
place the printed image face up on a table 
and center the Chromaluxe panel on the 
printed image. 

Make sure to remove the adhesive pro-
tective covering on the front of the panel 
before heat pressing. The heat tape will 
hold it in place while you place it onto 
the heat press. Your pressing time will 
depend on the size of the panel, but gen-
erally it will only be about a minute to 
a minute and a half at 400 degrees. We 
like to remove the used sublimation paper 
immediately after pressing and cool the 
panel as quickly as possible. If you place it 
on a solid hard surface like metal or glass, 
the heat will quickly be sucked out of the 
metal to cool it. You can also place it on 
a wire cookie rack with a fan blowing on 
the metal to cool it quickly. 

Be careful with the edges of the metal 
when it is hot, as the coating along the 
edge is very delicate while hot. You want 
to avoid any chipping if you were to hit 
the edge on a hard surface. Once the 
Chromaluxe panel is cooled, it is finished.

HOW DO YOU DISPLAY THEM?
Some of the smaller panels have easel 

backs for easy desktop or shelf top dis-
play. For larger MDF panels, they come 
keyed on the back for easy hanging. For 
the aluminum panels, adhesive blocks 

A Chromaluxe panel mounted in a frame.
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are available to stick on the back of the 
aluminum panels. The blocks are keyed 
for easy hanging using a nail or screw 
in a wall. 

For a higher end look, standoffs or edge 
gripper hangers can be used. Standoffs are 
available in different sizes, finishes and 
lengths. If you do multiple panels, you can 
use different length standoffs to give the 
pieces different depths for a unique high-
end display. You will need to drill small 
holes into the panels for mounting the 
standoffs. If you prefer not to drill holes in 
the panels, you can use the edge grippers. 
They are similar to the standoffs, but the 
panels slide into the edge of the grippers. 
The bonus to edge grippers is that you 
can easily slide the panels out and slide a 
different one in quickly. 

If you like to live outside the box, you 
can search thrift stores or garage sales and 
find old frames. Take the frame and insert 
a Chromaluxe panel for an amazing-
looking finished piece.

Bonus: If you use the glossy panels, 
you can also use them for message or dry 
erase menu boards or signs. If you have 
large-format equipment, you can do high-
end products easily in a short time that 
command a high price from customers.

MINE SOME DIGITAL GOLD 
Your existing customers already have 

an abundance of digital gold on their 
mobile device or computer. Jump into 
that market with Chromaluxe photo 
panels and mine your own gold.

Kevin Lumberg is a Sublimation Sales Spe-
cialist and TJ Kvilhaug is a Large Format Sub-
limation Account Manager at Johnson Plastics. 
Visit Johnson Plastics on the web at www.john-
sonplastics.com. For further information, Kevin 
can be reached at 800-869-7800 ext. 5737 or 
by email at kevinl@johnsonplastics.com. TJ 
can be reached at 800-869-7836 or by email 
at tomk@johnsonplastics.com.

A Chromaluxe panel used for a dry 
erase menu board mounted with 
standoffs.
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