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SUBLIMATION QUICK STOP

By Kevin Lumberg & TJ Kvilhaug

Sublimation equipment runs the 
gamut of sizes from a small 8.5-by-
14-inch printer up to 100 inches plus. 
Those printers are priced from the small 
size at approximately $500; 44-inch 
printers run approximately $7,000, and 
some of the top-end largest sublimation 
printers can sell for $100,000 or more. 
You also must remember that you need 
to pair it up with a heat press to match, 
so your investment goes higher the larger 
you go. 

Don’t get depressed if you only want 
to test the market with the small stuff. 
There are plenty of sublimatable prod-
ucts that work great with a smaller sub-
limation printer, and there are some tips 
and tricks to get more out of your smaller 
equipment until the time comes to move 
into the world of larger equipment.

SHOULD YOU START WITH 
SMALLER EQUIPMENT?

People ask us that all the time. Sorry, 
there is no perfect answer to that ques-
tion. But there are things to take into con-
sideration when deciding. First of all, if 
you are looking to save money on your 
initial sublimation equipment purchase, 
go smaller on the printer side and not 
the press side. The reason for that is the 
standard or most-used size heat press in 
sublimation is the 16-by-20-inch press. 
Going smaller than that really does not 
save you that much money.

Good quality heat presses last a long 
time. It is not unusual to see a quality 
heat press last decades, whereas desktop 
printers will not last nearly that long. 
When the desktop printer reaches the end 
of its life, it provides the perfect oppor-
tunity to upgrade to a larger printer and 
still use your heat press.

W hen looking at purchasing equipment to get into sublima-
tion, you face quite the quandary. How much equipment 
can you afford, and will that equipment allow you to subli-

mate the products that you want to do? Further, you may not know if you 
have a viable market for your products—you may be buying sublimation 
equipment to test your market to see if it is viable for your business. 

How to Get More  
from Smaller Equipment
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Ceramic tile murals can 
be created using smaller 
sublimation equipment.
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Sublimation

A bIt OF cHEAtING
There are several ways that you can 

“cheat” and sublimate larger products 
with smaller equipment. For example, 
there is a series of pet mats that are pre-
sublimated with different designs, leaving 
a smaller area to be personalized with the 
pet’s name. This allows you to sublimate 
the name with your smaller equipment, 
yet command the higher price for your 
finished product that you would get with 
larger sublimation equipment.

You can fade or vignette the edges of 
your graphic and center it on the product. 
It will give you a finished product with a 
border around the edge, which still yields 
a nice finished product.

You can sublimate the product with 
multiple pressings. If you repress an 
area, it will change the color of the sub-
limated area, so you will have to either 
leave blank space between designs or 
design the overlap areas to hide the dif-
ferences—you can do that by making it 
look “artsy.” Have fun with it and you 
can end up with a finished product that 
looks quite nice.

USE YOUr GrAPHIcS 
PrOGrAM tO GO LArGEr

One of our favorite ways to make 
large sublimated products with smaller 
equipment is with Sublimurals/Chrom-
aluxe Hanging Murals and ceramic tile 

The bypass tray on the back of the SG800 printer allows users to feed larger 
paper into smaller printers.
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murals. CorelDraw works better than any 
other software for this, as it has the Power-
clip function, which makes it easy to break 
an image into smaller pieces. 

For the Sublimurals and Chromaluxe 
Hanging Murals, there are templates 
available that are completely laid out 
for the finished products, complete with 
the proper overbleeds. All you have to 
do is import your image, Powerclip the 
image into the template, and Ungroup 
and break the Powerclip into the smaller 
pieces. Then you are able to print and 
press each of the individual pieces with 
the smaller printer. When the murals are 
hung up and assembled, your customer 
would never know that you used a small 
printer to create the large piece of art. 
Those large pieces of art can command 
a high price. The base Sublimurals and 
Chromaluxe Hanging Murals can be 
combined to make even larger murals.

You can do the same thing with 
ceramic tiles. First, you have to create 
your tile layout in CorelDraw. You do 
that using the Graph Paper tool, which 
is a flyout on the Polygon tool. When 
you select the Graph Paper tool, it allows 
you to choose how many tiles you want 
to have from side to side and top to 
bottom. After you choose that, click and 
drag out to create the grid. Once that 

is done, you need to size the mural for 
both the tiles and the grout space. You 
have to account correctly for the grout 
space, or your tiles will not line up cor-
rectly when installed. Using this process, 
you can complete an entire wall size 
mural if you like with even the smallest 
sublimation printer.

UPGRADES TO EQUIPMENT
A couple of the new hot-selling subli-

mation products are socks and arm com-
pression sleeves. If you think that since 
you have the smaller Ricoh or Sawgrass 
printer you miss out on this market, 
you are wrong. One of the great things 
about the Ricoh printers is that they can 
be upgraded at any time with a Bypass 
Tray attachment. The Bypass Tray allows 
the printers to feed larger paper, such 
as 8.5-by-21-inch paper on the smaller 
SG400 printer, which can sublimate a 
complete sock or arm sleeve.

YOU ARE NOT STUCK IN A 
SMALL WORLD

Just because you may need to start with 
smaller equipment due to budget con-
straints, doesn’t mean you can’t tap into 
the high profit margin larger products. It 
just takes a few tricks and you can join the 
big boys. If you need the detailed instruc-
tions for the Sublimural or creating a tile 
mural in CorelDraw, you can find them at 
www.dyesublimation.com.

Kevin Lumberg is a Sublimation Sales Special-
ists and TJ Kvilhaug is a Large Format Subli-
mation Account Manager at Johnson Plastics. 
Visit Johnson Plastics on the web at www.john-
sonplastics.com. For further information, Kevin 
can be reached at 800-869-7800 ext. 5737 
or by email at kevinl@johnsonplastics.com. TJ 
can be reached at 800-869-7836 or by email 
at tomk@johnsonplastics.com. A&E

Pet mats that are pre-
sublimated allow you to 
personalize them after 
with a pet name.

This is a photo that was 
vectorized and broken into 
smaller pieces that can be 
printed separately, cut out, 
taped together, and pressed 
with a larger press.
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