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BHCA COMMUNITY CORNER

by Suzanne Besser, BHCA Presidenth

A Point of View:
Thriving public schools enrich our neighborhoods
by Bruce Kiernan and Alyson Lindsey
Our nearby Boston Public Schools deliver academic 

results comparable to some of the best public schools in 
Massachusetts, as a result of the efforts of teachers, princi-
pals, and local families over the past dozen years. Further, 
each school offers a distinct educational experience not 
found anywhere else. 

Families’ chances of obtaining a place have also 
improved greatly in recent years. The student assignment 
plan now offers students the schools closest to their 
homes. And Mayors Marty Walsh and Thomas Menino 
significantly expanded the number of available seats. 

Parents in the downtown neighborhoods can learn 
about public school options for their children on Thursday, 
November 16th from 7:00-8:30 pm at 74 Joy Street.  The 
community group Downtown Schools for Boston will 
present a panel of parents from five nearby schools: The 
Warren-Prescott and Harvard-Kent (Charlestown), Eliot 
(North End), Quincy (Chinatown), and Hurley (South 
End).  See www.downtownschools.org for more informa-
tion.

Families are a critical element in the success of any 
neighborhood. So everyone in our neighborhoods bene-
fits from improved access to thriving schools. Each new 
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BINA FARM FUNDRAISER

By Beth Treffeisen 

The Esplanade Association 
announced late last week the selection 
of Michael J. Nichols, of Boston, as the 
organization's new Executive Director. 
Nichols, an experienced public servant, 
attorney, and non-profit professional, 
will begin at the Esplanade Association 
on Nov. 29. 

“I’m exited to get started on the day 
to day work on improving the work 
the Esplanade Association has been 
doing,” said Nichols. “The Esplanade 
certainly has some of the best bones 
than any other park in Boston because 
of the work the Esplanade Association 
has done before me, but I think there is 
more that we can do.”

Nichols hopes to bring more pub-
lic art, create more revenue streaming 
events, and make the park even better 
for the day-to-day use of visitors. 

For the past three years, Nichols has 
been at the Rose Kennedy Greenway 
Conservancy, with the last two and half 
years serving as Chief of Staff. At the 
Greenway, Nichols was responsible for 
the Conservancy’s community and gov-
ernment affairs, external communica-
tions, and advancing strategic priorities. 

Under his leadership, the 
Conservancy negotiated a landmark 

CRWA GALA

CREDIT:  Dominique Joseph

At the Champion of the Charles Gala hosted by the Charles River Watershed 
Association(CRWA) that was held on Nov. 2, are from left Tani Marinovich, 
CRWA director of philanthropy, with Champions of the Charles host commit-
tee members Greta Meszoely and Sharon Malt. 
See story and photos on page 5.

Esplanade Association welcomes new Executive Director 
public-private funding agreement, 
opened Boston’s first fully open-air 
beer garden, launched the organiza-
tion's signature young professional 
event, significantly grew earned rev-
enue with innovative activities, and 

initiated numerous partnerships with 
other leading Boston institutions for 
in-park events. 

Nichols hopes to take these types 
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Tremont St. building to remain same height
By Beth Treffeisen 

After plans to convert the five-sto-
ry building at 171 Tremont St. to 
a 13-story residential luxury con-
dominium tower failed to come to 
fruition, the developers, Panoramic 
Properties, decided to sell the project 
site to Emerson College on Nov. 6 for 
$24 million.

Over the next nine to 12 months, 
Emerson College plans to do an interi-
or renovation to the building that has 
not been occupied over the past sev-
eral years to be used as office space. 
Renovations are expected to be done 
by Fall 2018. 

The building’s location sits snugly 

between Emerson College’s campus 
that has buildings located on Boylston 
Street and on Washington Street. 

“It’s a natural fit,” said Margaret 
Ings, the vice president for govern-
ment and community relations at 
Emerson College. “It would almost 
be why wouldn’t you do it if given the 
opportunity?” 

Located at the corner of Tremont 
Street and Avery Street, the planned 
luxury condominium building dubbed 
the “skinny tower” was going to 
feature 12 units, each occupying an 
entire floor. The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency approved the 
project with the height of 175 feet in 
Oct. 2016. 

But, the final height came after a 
series of setbacks. In 2015 the original 
proposal was set to be a tall ‘glassy 
pencil’ tower as high as 355 feet tall 
and just 50 feet wide. 

From the start, the Friends of the 
Public Garden had concerns over the 
long shadows it would cast across 
Tremont Street and onto the Boston 
Common and neighbors had concerns 
over additional traffic around the tiny 
lot. 

After pairing down the size repeat-
edly to gain City approval, the devel-
opers landed on a 155-foot building, 
with 12 condos and no parking. 

According to the Boston Globe, 
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Bina Farm held their annual gala at the Ritz Carlton on Nov. 
4. The fundraiser is to continue the work of equine therapy  
and care of the horses.  Shown are Teen Ambassadors Front: 
Lillian Ellmore and Paris Arffa Back: Rebecca Snow, Anika 
Ruberti and Paris Noble.  See story and more photos on 
pages 6 and 7.


