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The ACC grant provided musician Wang 
Shin-Shin the opportunity to rediscover 
the roots of  biwa—a Japanese lute. She 

recently completed a two-month program in 
Japan to specifically study the Satsuma biwa—a 
Japanese lute popularized during the Edo Period 
in Satsuma Province, Japan—under established 
performers, including Handa Junko and Iwasa 
Kakujyou. 

Originally from Quanzhou, China, Ms. 
Wang began studying music at the age of  four 
and became most famous for her exceptional 
voice. Currently, she is the Music Director of  
Shin-Shin Nanguan Ensemble and teaches at 
the Graduate Institute of  Musicology at the 
National Taiwan University in Taipei. She is also 
a frequent guest performer at arts and music 
events around the world.

ACC grantee (2011) 
Wang Shin-Shin
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MORE THAN 100 GRANTS 
AWARDED IN 2011

and more...

WELCOME TO THE FIRST ISSUE 
of  our quarterly newsletter, ACC Connects. 
As the only organization solely dedicated to 
supporting individuals and organizations in 
cultural exchange between Asia and the U.S. and 
among the countries and territories of  Asia, we 
are excited to share updates on our activities. 
Headquartered in New York City, with offices 
in Hong Kong, Manila, Taipei, and Tokyo, we 

GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT

SONG OF A “BIWA”

NEW PROGRAM ARTS IN 
ACTION LAUNCHED

inside:

HONG KONG: ACC DEBUTS 
AT INTERNATIONAL ART FAIR

ACC grantee (1994) Takashi Murakami 
views Yue Minjun’s Good Luck in the Year of 
the Rabbit at the HK International Art Fair
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TAIPEI: CUSTOMIZED 
WORKSHOP BRINGS ARTS 
TO THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED

MANILA: SECOND ANNUAL 
ART AUCTION

nurture and support artists and cultural scholars 
from Asia and the United States interested in 
traveling, collaborating, learning, and sharing 
experiences beyond their home borders. We award 
grants, along with custom tailored programming, 
to artists at pivotal times in their careers. We have 
witnessed how these opportunities bring positive 
transformations, not only to the recipient, but to 
their home communities. 

There has never been a more important time to 
serve our cultural community and bring people 
together to celebrate our differences and our 
common ties. Hopefully, this newsletter will 
provide a “taste” of  all we do and encourage 
you to become connected.

—JENNIFER P. GOODALE
Executive Director

NEW YORK • HONG KONG • MANILA • TAIPEI • TOKYO
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Recently, ACC’s Board of  Trustees 
approved 103 grants to Asian and 
American artists, scholars, and cultural 

specialists. Grantees included individuals and 
organizations from the U.S. and nine countries and 
territories in Asia: Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, 

MORE THAN 100 INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS RECEIVE GRANTS
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Sumaya Jackson in 
Pieces of Trust by 
Janis Brenner at the 
Solo International 
Performing Arts 
(SIPA) Festival 
in Indonesia, 
supported by the 
ACC in partnership 
with Fractured Atlas 
in 2011

Japan, Laos, Mongolia, Philippines, Thailand, and 
Taiwan, from a wide spectrum of  fields, including 
architecture, art history, arts administration, 
conservation, dance, film, photography and/or 
video, museology, music, new media, painting 
and/or sculpture, and theater.  

These grantees are joining ACC’s unique 
network of  cultural leaders worldwide—built over 
nearly five decades—that opens new pathways to 
them for a lifetime.

ACC NEW YORK
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ACC grantees gathered for a screening of A 
Taste of Noodles, by ACC grantee Sutthirat 
“Som” Supaparinya from Thailand. 
Guests shared noodle dishes from their 
respective cultures.

1

Grantee and donor Lily Gamboa O’Boyle 
hosts a book signing for her recently 
published Tropical Gardens of the Philippines.

2

ACC grantee Yan Jun from China shares an 
experimental musical improvisation at the 
home of Trustee Ken Miller, co-hosted by 
Trustee John H. Foster

3
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At this year’s Hong Kong International 
Art Fair, ACC grantee Amy Cheung 
created an interactive piece, Chance 

Machine, featured at ACC HK’s booth. This 
project was funded by Robert Shum and the 
ACC HK Friends’ Committee, with additional 
support from Tasha Lalvani and renowned 
Chinese contemporary artist Yue Minjun. 

Chance Machine gave visitors the opportunity 
to play a game where anyone could win the 
jackpot masterpiece—a work donated by Mr. 
Yue—or one of  15 light boxes created by 
Ms. Cheung in collaboration with other ACC 

ACC DEBUTS AT HONG KONG INTERNATIONAL 
ART FAIR

grantees in Hong Kong and Mainland China. 
Proceeds of  the 700 tickets sold from ACC HK’s 
booth will be applied to an ACC fellowship.

The booth’s opening ceremony was 
officiated by ACC HK Friends’ Committee 
member Mr. Shum and Lars Nittve, Executive 
Director of  M+ Museum of  the West Kowloon 
Cultural District in Hong Kong and former 
head of  Tate Modern in London.

Press coverage on ACC HK’s booth was 
featured in South China Morning Post and Sing Tao 
Daily. A television documentary about ACC HK 
was also presented in July. 

Earlier this year, ACC Philippines 
Foundation held its 2nd annual art 
auction at Finale Art File in Manila, 

featuring 110 artworks from 101 artists. 
More than 150 guests viewed works by 

nine national artists and 13 ACC grantees. 
National artists included Fernando 
Amorsolo, Arturo Luz, Vincent 
Manansala, and Hernando R. Ocampo; 
ACC grantees included Irma Lacorte, 
Leo Gerardo Leonardo, Lyra Abueg 
Garcellano, and Don Salubayba.

Proceeds from the auction will support 
an ACC Philippines fellowship exchange 
program.

ACC PHILIPPINES 
HOLDS 2ND ART 
AUCTION IN MANILA
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ACC Taiwan Foundation (ACCTF) 
invited ACC grantee Howard Chen to 
curate an event to involve participation 

of  ACC grantee Gu Min-Sheng and Taiwan 
Ah-Gan Spiritual Development Association, 
where students from the Taipei School for the 
Visually Impaired and the visually impaired 

ACC TAIWAN PLANS COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

community will experience and appreciate 
art through specially designed workshops. 
Deutsche Bank’s Taiwan Branch, an avid 
supporter of  ACCTF’s efforts in nurturing 
artists since 2008, will continue its support for 
the arts with a focus on the underprivileged 
community in Taiwan.

ACC grantee (2001) 
and curator of the 
community workshop, 
Howard Chen, and his 
most recent “nail art” 
works in Shanghai
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Pictured (L-R): Lars 
Nittve, M+ Museum in 
Hong Kong Executive 
Director; ACC grantee 
(2010) Amy Cheung; 
and ACC HK Friends’ 
Committee member 
Robert Shum
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IF YOU HAVE NEWS YOU WANT TO SHARE, 
PLEASE EMAIL EKIM@ACCNY.ORG.

lifetime trustees
colin g. campbell
russell a. phillips, jr.
isaac shapiro
michael i. sovern

The ACC welcomes Sunaina Virendra 
as Director of  External Relations and 
Stanford Makishi as Director of  

Programs.
Prior to the ACC, Ms. Virendra spent 20 years 

leading many areas at a Fortune 10 company, 
including ten years living and working across 
Asia Pacific. She is originally from Mumbai 
and grew up in cities around India, the UK and 
Hong Kong. She is a Mount Holyoke College 
graduate, studied Geography and Asian Studies, 
and completed an Executive Education program 
at INSEAD. Her passion for Asia guided her 
decision to pursue an opportunity at the ACC. 

Mr. Makishi joins the ACC from his position 
as the Executive Director at The Baryshnikov 
Arts Center and prior to that, the Director 
of  Creative Services at Carnegie Hall. He is 
a graduate of  Harvard University with an 
Economics degree and a former member of  the 
Trisha Brown Dance Company, where he also 
led development efforts.

As ACC’s Director of  External Relations, 
Ms. Virendra will build and lead the development 
and communications efforts—renewed focus 
areas for the ACC. As Director of  Programs, 
Mr. Makishi will lead the organization’s grant-
making process and explore and create new ways 
to meet the unique needs of  each of  the creative 
individuals funded by the ACC. 

STAFF NEWS

Pictured (L, R): Stanford, Sunaina
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Dr. Jonathan Fanton and Ms. Carol 
Rattray recently joined ACC’s 
Board of  Trustees.

Dr. Fanton is currently the President 
Emeritus of  the New School in New York, an 
Advisory Trustee of  the Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund, former President of  the McArthur 
Foundation, and former Chairman of  Human 
Rights Watch. He is the founding Board Chair 
of  Security Council Report and co-chair of  
Chicago’s Partnership for New Communities. 
Dr. Fanton earned his baccalaureate, master’s, 
and doctorate degrees at Yale University.  

Ms. Rattray is president of  the Rattray 
Kimura Foundation and is known for 
her work on environmental preservation 
in Yunnan Province and other areas of  
southwest China, and with the Tibet Heritage 

TRUSTEE NEWS
Fund on architectural conservation. She 
currently serves on the Boards of  The 
Nature Conservancy’s New York state office, 
Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, Bates College, 
and Re Foundation. She is co-chair of  
Lotus Circle Advisors for Asia Foundation’s 
Women’s Empowerment Program, and is a 
member of  the Cornell University Council. 
Ms. Rattray earned her baccalaureate degree 
from Cornell University and holds an M.I.A. 
and an M.B.A. from Columbia University.
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ACC LAUNCHES NEW PROGRAM ARTS IN ACTION

Arts in Action assists arts communities 
in Asia and the United States in the 
long-term recovery efforts after 

major disasters. The program enables artists 
to recover critical materials, participate in 
restoration and reconstruction efforts, and 
share the power the arts can play in emotional 
healing and physical rebuilding within     
affected communities.

In June 2011, through the generous 
support of  premier pearl jeweler Mikimoto, 
the ACC launched Arts in Action • Japan to help 
artists and cultural scholars whose musical 
instruments, costumes, masks, brushes, 
canvases, and kilns were lost or damaged in the 
devastating events of  March 2011. More than 
500 national treasures, historic districts, and 
cultural properties were affected by the events.

ACC grantee (2007) Amy 
Iwazumi and violinist John 
Vaida perform at the launch 
event of Arts in Action • Japan.

The ACC is honored to recognize 
Mr. Michael I. Sovern as a Lifetime 
Trustee and applauds  his 31 years of  
generosity and service to the organization 
since 1980. Thank you, Mr. Sovern.


