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In October 2011, grantee (2010) Leo  
“Gerry” Leonardo from the Philippines cre-
ated a beautiful kinetic installation piece for 

his open studio at PointB Worklodge in Brook-
lyn. Melding his two passions, photography 
and sculpture, Gerry’s final piece was a personal  
reinterpretation and refiguring of the MTA sub-
way map he received from ACC on his first day 
in New York City. With map in hand, Gerry 
“conquered New York” by taking every subway 
on each line, from end to end, to understand 
the physically and culturally expansive space 
that is New York City. The many colors, layers,  
and textures of photo strips represented his 
ACC experience.

“I remember looking for the Seagram Build-

ing at three in the morning. When I finally came 
upon it, I was in awe. I only read about and saw 
this building in textbooks, and here it was in 
front of me. I touched the building to feel its 
textures…carefully looked up and down and all 
around the building to take it all in. New York 
is a visual feast.”

The ACC grant provided Gerry the opportu-
nity to meet artists, curators, and art educators, 
and create new work. His showing at PointB was 
the culmination of a six-month program during 
which he researched ethnic identity and arts edu-
cation in the United States. Born in Mindanao, 
Philippines, Gerry is best known for his large-scale 
kinetic sculptures, which have garnered much at-
tention in both the Philippines and Japan.

The Asian Cultural Council is one of the 
few organizations in the world dedicated to  
supporting cultural exchange between Asia 
and the United States and among the coun-
tries of Asia. By supporting individual artists, 
cultural scholars and organizations, ACC’s 
vast network of accomplished alumni is our 
most important record of achievement. Today,  
almost 50 years since our first grant, ACC  
includes a network of close to 6,000 grant-
ees in over 25 different countries, working in 

more than 16 different artistic disciplines. 
 ACC’s unique grant-making model and the 
life-long relationships that it encourages among 
grantees create a platform for on-going dialogue 
across cultures. Recently, I was delighted to at-
tend events in Hong Kong, Tokyo and Manila, 
where I had the opportunity to experience our 
network in action. This issue of ACC CON-
NECTS highlights stories about these connec-
tions. Whether bringing people together, creat-
ing awareness for a community, or providing 

a catalyst for innovation and new ways of 
thinking, these connections have a meaning-
ful and transformative impact. We are deeply 
proud of our alumni and the inspiring dedi-
cation and passion with which they pursue 
their work. I hope their stories inspire you as 
much as they do me. 
    —MIHO WALSH

Director, Asia Liaison
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ACC grantee (1995) Cai Guo-Qiang 
holding test drawing with local students, 
Doha, Qatar, 2011
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TRUSTEE NEWS

ACC welcomes a new member to the 
Board of Trustees: Mr. David Halpert, 
founder and managing partner of 

Prince Street Capital Management. Mr. 
Halpert is married to former ACC grantee 

On November 7, 2011, US Ambassador 
to Tokyo, John V. Roos, and his wife 
Susie Roos graciously hosted a reception 

in honor of the Asian Cultural Council at their 
residence in Tokyo.  The event was attended 
by ACC Chairman Elizabeth J. McCormack, 
President Richard S. Lanier, and Trustees 
Jonathan Fanton, Curtis Greer, David Halpert, 
David Rockefeller, Jr., and Seiji Tsutsumi, as 
well as over 150 guests, including grantees 
and friends of the ACC in Japan. Ambassador 
Roos recognized the extraordinary contribution 
of ACC’s grantees to international cultural 
exchange and celebrated their outstanding work 
in the visual and performing arts fields in Japan. 
Guests enjoyed a performance of 62: Mesostics 
re: Merce Cunningham by ACC grantee (2009) 
Tomomi Adachi. The work was introduced by 
Toshi Ichiyanagi, 1967 JDR 3rd Fund grantee 
and Cage protégé. The evening also promoted 
ACC’s Arts in Action program and the U.S. 
Embassy in Tokyo’s TOMODACHI initiative, 
a private and public partnership established 
in response to the March 11 earthquake and 
tsunami, both efforts to assist in the relief and 
rebuilding of Japan through cultural exchange. 
(For more information, please visit http://
usjapantomodachi.org/tomodachi/.)

On November 3, 2011, ACC Hong 
Kong (ACC HK) celebrated the 21st 
anniversary of the Hsin Chong – K.N. 

Godfrey Yeh Education Fund Young Architects’ 
Award. The evening featured ACC HK’s Annual 
Fellowship Awards ceremony, hosted by ACC HK 
Friends’ Committee Chairman Hans Michael 
Jebsen and ACC Trustee David Rockefeller, 
Jr. It also marked the opening of ACC HK’s 
first public exhibition, “A.K.A.: The Hidden 
Dimensions of Architects,” at the Hong Kong 
Arts Center. The exhibition showed artworks by 
the Young Architects’ Award recipients, revealing 
the different roles of these architects and their 
impact on local communities.

 Dr. Geoffrey Yeh, respected Hong Kong 
philanthropist and Founding Chairman of the 
Hsin Chong – K.N. Godfrey Yeh Education 
Fund, opened the exhibition with ACC 
Chairman Elizabeth J. McCormack, ACC 
HK Friends’ Committee Honorary Chairman 

Kenneth H.C. Fung, and Chairman of the 
Hong Kong Institute of Architects Dominic 
Lam. The opening ceremony was followed by 
a special performance by ACC grantee (2009) 
Kelvin Tsang, who led guests with song and 
dance through a park to the Annual Fellowship 
Awards ceremony at Grand Hyatt Hong Kong. 

Fifteen new grantees from the Hong Kong-
China region were announced and welcomed by 
ACC supporters, ACC alumni, and key figures 
in the local arts community. ACC grantee 
(2002) Paul Chu, Head of the Chu Hai College 
Department of Architecture, who paid tribute 
to the generosity of Dr. Yeh on behalf of the 23 
Young Architects’ Award recipients, remarked 
on the life-changing effect of the Award and his 
time abroad as an ACC grantee. To conclude 
the evening’s events, Mr. Rockefeller presented 
Dr. Yeh with a commemorative crystal to honor 
his 21 years of support to the ACC and his 
remarkable patronage of education and the arts. 

(L-R) ACC Chairman Elizabeth J. McCormack; ACC grantee (2009) Kelvin Tsang; Bamboo City-specially 
created for the occasion by Kelvin Tsang; Dr. Geoffrey Yeh and ACC Trustee David Rockefeller, Jr.
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ACC HONG KONG WELCOMES NEW GRANTEES

US AMBASSADOR 
CELEBRATES CULTURAL 
EXCHANGE IN TOKYO

(2001) Restu Imansari Kusumaningrum, a 
dancer, artist, producer, and founder of The 
Bali Purnati Center for the Arts in Indonesia. 
Mr. and Mrs. Halpert split their time between 
New York, Singapore, and Indonesia.

Ambassador John V. Roos
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SREY BANDAUL & HIS EARLY WORKS MEET AGAIN

Last October ACC had the opportunity 
to reunite an artist with his own work. 
Grantee (2011) Srey Bandaul, who works 

in drawing, sculpture, and painting, received a 
five-month ACC Starr Foundation Visual Arts 
Fellowship grant to carry out a residency at 
Lower Manhattan Culture Council (LMCC). 

Co-founder and Director of the Visual Arts 
School at Phare Ponleu Selpak, a community-
based school for the arts in Battambang, 
Cambodia, Bandaul is a leader among the 
country’s first post-war generation of artists.

Bandaul’s first major exhibition was a series 
of drawings titled Looking at Angkor. Created 
between 1998 and 2000, the 36 graphite-on-
paper works highlight the serious problem of 
looting at Cambodia’s ancient monuments. They 

photo: terese loeb kreuzer for lmcc 2011

In 2010, Rica Narimoto received a six-
month ACC grant to travel from Japan to 
the United States to observe contemporary 

music activities and work with composers and 
professional musicians. Narimoto described her 
ACC experience as revolutionary. “I have been a 
composer for many years in Japan…[but] in Ja-
pan, people see me as a mother, wife, daughter. 
When I came to New York, they saw me, Rica, 
as a composer.”
 It is no surprise that her grant had such an 
impact on her—during her six months in the 
United States, Narimoto attended 213 con-
certs, performances, exhibitions, and other arts 
events from New York to California. She was 
also inspired to perform her own music in con-
cert for the first time. Accompanied by violinist 
and fellow grantee (2007) Amy Iwazumi and 
bassoonist Shotaro Mori, Narimoto played her 
first concert in New York City on September 
17, 2011, at the Renee Weiler Concert Hall at 
the Greenwich House Music School.  “Before 
coming to New York,” she wrote, “I never felt 
like expressing myself by playing my music in 
concert. Many wonderful performers played my 
pieces and they made me happy. But New York 
has changed me.”
 At the end of her time in New York, Nari-
moto shared, “It was very significant to have 
shared much time [in the U.S.] with many ACC 
grantees from Asia because they are all profes-
sionals and experts in different fields. They are 
wonderful teachers of their own fields and their 
own countries. Now I have a strong network in 
other Asian countries. This is my treasure.”

RICA NARIMOTO: 
HER REVOLUTION

ACC grantee (2010)  
Rica Narimoto at 
Greenwich House

More than fifty works by 
ACC grantee (1995) Cai Guo-
Qiang are currently featured 
in his solo exhibition 
“Saraab” at Mathaf: Arab 
Museum of Modern Art 
in Doha, Qatar, which will 
be on exhibit until May 26. 
Featured works range from 
his signature gunpowder 
drawings to large-scale site-
specific installations and 
the daytime explosion event,  
Black Ceremony. “Saraab” 
explores the historic and 
contemporary iconography 
of the Arabian Gulf and its 
seafaring culture, as well 
as the Islamic history of 
Quanzhou, China.

CAI GUO-QIANG’S EXHIBITION IN DOHA, QATAR

ACC grantee (2011) 
Srey Bandaul meeting 
Geraldine Kunstadter, 
a collector of his work

were shown at the Reyum Gallery in Phnom 
Penh in 2006 in an exhibition supported by the 
Albert Kunstadter Family Foundation. At the 
close of the exhibition, Geraldine Kunstadter, 
president of the Foundation and longtime friend 
of ACC, purchased the entire collection in order 
to keep it together and brought it to New York. 

As ACC prepared Bandaul’s program, a 
conversation with Kunstadter revealed that she 
was very eager to have this collection shown 
again. Two months later, in October 2011, ACC 
partnered with LMCC to exhibit the entire 
Looking at Angkor series for the first time since 
the original exhibition in 2006. Bandaul relished 
the opportunity to see his work and to finally 
meet Geri Kunstadter in person.

“‘If you want to be a good choreographer, 
you first have to be a good dancer.’ That is 
Shen Wei’s belief,” said grantee (2011) Yang 

Yuntao of his artistic mentor while in the US. 
Mr. Yang, assistant director of the Hong Kong 
Dance Company, traveled to the US last fall to 
observe the creative process of choreographer 
and grantee (1995) Shen Wei, whose New York-
based dance company recently celebrated its 
tenth anniversary in a triumphant engagement 
at Manhattan’s Park Avenue Armory. “My 
experience with Shen Wei encouraged me 
to return to my origins in dance, to better 
understand my body, and to seek new kinds of 
physical strength. I have learned that purity in 
dancing requires tremendous training of body 
and mind, and that is what makes movement 
truly delicate and beautiful.” 

YANG YUNTAO JOINS FELLOW GRANTEES FOR 
SHEN WEI DANCE ARTS’ TENTH ANNIVERSARY

1 Actor and grantee (2010) Edralin “Bong” 
Cabrera from the Philippines won Best Actor 
for the film Sa Ilalim ng Tulay (Under the 
Bridge) at the Cinema One Originals 2011 
Festival in the Philippines.

GRANTEE CONNECTIONS

Sindhen —a female solo singer who accompanies a Gamelan 
orchestra—and grantee (2010) Peni Candra Rini (right) 
from Indonesia performed for a small group of ACC friends 
at the residence of ACC Chairman Elizabeth J. McCormack 
on January 24, 2012.

3

2 Playwright and grantee (2011) David Henry Hwang (center), 
grantee (2010) Yudi Tajudin (left), grantee (2011) Dennis 
Gupa (right) and the cast of Chinglish hold a private talk-
back session for ACC friends on January 18, 2012.

photo: dido ozcan
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The Armory performances, which took place 
from November 29 to December 4, resulted in 
a convergence of ACC talent. Yang was invited 
to participate as a dancer, and grantee (1998) 
Jennifer Tipton, who, like Shen Wei, is a 
MacArthur Fellow, provided the lighting design. 
“Mr. Shen’s handsome compositions” (New York 
Times) included the restagings of two of his 
most celebrated works—Rite of Spring (2003) 
and Folding (2000)—and a site-specific world 
premiere titled Undivided Divided.

Upon his return to Hong Kong, Yang plans 
to publish an article about his ACC experience 
in Hong Kong Dance Alliance’s Dance Journal, 
although he says, “Obviously, a few months 
is not long enough. I will be digesting this 
extraordinary experience for years to come.”

photo: yang yuntao

Shen Wei Dance Arts 
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Choreographer and grantee (1997) 
Gu Min-Sheng guided the visually 
impaired community to share their 

life experiences in a weekly series of dance 
improvisation workshops, iDance with Me, 
held at the Taipei School for the Visually 
Impaired in November and December 2011.

Hosted by the ACC Taiwan Foundation 
(ACCTF) and sponsored by Deutsche Bank 
Taiwan, iDance with Me was launched on 
November 2, 2011, with participation from 
Ah-Gan Organization, dedicated to assisting 
the visually impaired community in Taiwan. 
Other participants included ACC Executive 
Director Jennifer P. Goodale, ACC Trustee 
Dr. Jonathan Fanton, and ACCTF Director 
Rita Chang. 

The series began with trust-building 
exercises to help participants understand 
body language through the sense of touch. 
At the final workshop, a special presentation 
was given to Group 33 members (ACCTF 
supporters) and Deutsche Bank employees.

iDANCE WITH ME

ACC grantee (1995) Cai Guo-Qiang during ignition 
of Frenzy of Flowers in Doha, Qatar, 2011

photo: lin yi, courtesy cai studio

Please stay connected with 
the ACC and update your 
contact information by 
visiting our website at
www.asianculturalcouncil.org

get connected & 
stay updated! JOIN US! 

Make a difference and help create more life-changing  
opportunities for the next generation of artists and cultural 
scholars in Asia and the U.S. by making a donation  
through our website at www.asianculturalcouncil.org,  
or by calling +1-212-843-0403.
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In October 2011, grantee (2010) Leo  
“Gerry” Leonardo from the Philippines cre-
ated a beautiful kinetic installation piece for 

his open studio at PointB Worklodge in Brook-
lyn. Melding his two passions, photography 
and sculpture, Gerry’s final piece was a personal  
reinterpretation and refiguring of the MTA sub-
way map he received from ACC on his first day 
in New York City. With map in hand, Gerry 
“conquered New York” by taking every subway 
on each line, from end to end, to understand 
the physically and culturally expansive space 
that is New York City. The many colors, layers,  
and textures of photo strips represented his 
ACC experience.

“I remember looking for the Seagram Build-

ing at three in the morning. When I finally came 
upon it, I was in awe. I only read about and saw 
this building in textbooks, and here it was in 
front of me. I touched the building to feel its 
textures…carefully looked up and down and all 
around the building to take it all in. New York 
is a visual feast.”

The ACC grant provided Gerry the opportu-
nity to meet artists, curators, and art educators, 
and create new work. His showing at PointB was 
the culmination of a six-month program during 
which he researched ethnic identity and arts edu-
cation in the United States. Born in Mindanao, 
Philippines, Gerry is best known for his large-scale 
kinetic sculptures, which have garnered much at-
tention in both the Philippines and Japan.

The Asian Cultural Council is one of the 
few organizations in the world dedicated to  
supporting cultural exchange between Asia 
and the United States and among the coun-
tries of Asia. By supporting individual artists, 
cultural scholars and organizations, ACC’s 
vast network of accomplished alumni is our 
most important record of achievement. Today,  
almost 50 years since our first grant, ACC  
includes a network of close to 6,000 grant-
ees in over 25 different countries, working in 

more than 16 different artistic disciplines. 
 ACC’s unique grant-making model and the 
life-long relationships that it encourages among 
grantees create a platform for on-going dialogue 
across cultures. Recently, I was delighted to at-
tend events in Hong Kong, Tokyo and Manila, 
where I had the opportunity to experience our 
network in action. This issue of ACC CON-
NECTS highlights stories about these connec-
tions. Whether bringing people together, creat-
ing awareness for a community, or providing 

a catalyst for innovation and new ways of 
thinking, these connections have a meaning-
ful and transformative impact. We are deeply 
proud of our alumni and the inspiring dedi-
cation and passion with which they pursue 
their work. I hope their stories inspire you as 
much as they do me. 
    —MIHO WALSH
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ACC grantee (1995) Cai Guo-Qiang 
holding test drawing with local students, 
Doha, Qatar, 2011

ASIA 
hong kong  
manila
taipei
tokyo 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

elizabeth j. mccormack
chairman
valerie rockefeller wayne
vice chairman
richard s. lanier
president
stephen b. heintz
vice president
pauline r. yu
secretary
robert s pirie
treasurer

hope aldrich
jane debevoise
jonathan fanton
john h. foster
kenneth h.c. fung
curtis greer
david c. halpert
douglas tong hsu
hans michael jebsen
j. christopher kojima
erh-fei liu
vincent a. mai
ken miller

josie cruz natori
abby m. o’neill
wendy o’neill
carol rattray
david rockefeller, jr.
lynne rutkin
seiji tsutsumi

Winter/Spring 2012

TRUSTEE NEWS

ACC welcomes a new member to the 
Board of Trustees: Mr. David Halpert, 
founder and managing partner of 

Prince Street Capital Management. Mr. 
Halpert is married to former ACC grantee 

On November 7, 2011, US Ambassador 
to Tokyo, John V. Roos, and his wife 
Susie Roos graciously hosted a reception 

in honor of the Asian Cultural Council at their 
residence in Tokyo.  The event was attended 
by ACC Chairman Elizabeth J. McCormack, 
President Richard S. Lanier, and Trustees 
Jonathan Fanton, Curtis Greer, David Halpert, 
David Rockefeller, Jr., and Seiji Tsutsumi, as 
well as over 150 guests, including grantees 
and friends of the ACC in Japan. Ambassador 
Roos recognized the extraordinary contribution 
of ACC’s grantees to international cultural 
exchange and celebrated their outstanding work 
in the visual and performing arts fields in Japan. 
Guests enjoyed a performance of 62: Mesostics 
re: Merce Cunningham by ACC grantee (2009) 
Tomomi Adachi. The work was introduced by 
Toshi Ichiyanagi, 1967 JDR 3rd Fund grantee 
and Cage protégé. The evening also promoted 
ACC’s Arts in Action program and the U.S. 
Embassy in Tokyo’s TOMODACHI initiative, 
a private and public partnership established 
in response to the March 11 earthquake and 
tsunami, both efforts to assist in the relief and 
rebuilding of Japan through cultural exchange. 
(For more information, please visit http://
usjapantomodachi.org/tomodachi/.)

On November 3, 2011, ACC Hong 
Kong (ACC HK) celebrated the 21st 
anniversary of the Hsin Chong – K.N. 

Godfrey Yeh Education Fund Young Architects’ 
Award. The evening featured ACC HK’s Annual 
Fellowship Awards ceremony, hosted by ACC HK 
Friends’ Committee Chairman Hans Michael 
Jebsen and ACC Trustee David Rockefeller, 
Jr. It also marked the opening of ACC HK’s 
first public exhibition, “A.K.A.: The Hidden 
Dimensions of Architects,” at the Hong Kong 
Arts Center. The exhibition showed artworks by 
the Young Architects’ Award recipients, revealing 
the different roles of these architects and their 
impact on local communities.

 Dr. Geoffrey Yeh, respected Hong Kong 
philanthropist and Founding Chairman of the 
Hsin Chong – K.N. Godfrey Yeh Education 
Fund, opened the exhibition with ACC 
Chairman Elizabeth J. McCormack, ACC 
HK Friends’ Committee Honorary Chairman 

Kenneth H.C. Fung, and Chairman of the 
Hong Kong Institute of Architects Dominic 
Lam. The opening ceremony was followed by 
a special performance by ACC grantee (2009) 
Kelvin Tsang, who led guests with song and 
dance through a park to the Annual Fellowship 
Awards ceremony at Grand Hyatt Hong Kong. 

Fifteen new grantees from the Hong Kong-
China region were announced and welcomed by 
ACC supporters, ACC alumni, and key figures 
in the local arts community. ACC grantee 
(2002) Paul Chu, Head of the Chu Hai College 
Department of Architecture, who paid tribute 
to the generosity of Dr. Yeh on behalf of the 23 
Young Architects’ Award recipients, remarked 
on the life-changing effect of the Award and his 
time abroad as an ACC grantee. To conclude 
the evening’s events, Mr. Rockefeller presented 
Dr. Yeh with a commemorative crystal to honor 
his 21 years of support to the ACC and his 
remarkable patronage of education and the arts. 

(L-R) ACC Chairman Elizabeth J. McCormack; ACC grantee (2009) Kelvin Tsang; Bamboo City-specially 
created for the occasion by Kelvin Tsang; Dr. Geoffrey Yeh and ACC Trustee David Rockefeller, Jr.
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ACC HONG KONG WELCOMES NEW GRANTEES

US AMBASSADOR 
CELEBRATES CULTURAL 
EXCHANGE IN TOKYO

(2001) Restu Imansari Kusumaningrum, a 
dancer, artist, producer, and founder of The 
Bali Purnati Center for the Arts in Indonesia. 
Mr. and Mrs. Halpert split their time between 
New York, Singapore, and Indonesia.

Ambassador John V. Roos
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