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New York, NY January 16, 2013 - The Asian Cultural Council (ACC) today 
announced that Miho Walsh has been appointed Executive Director. Ms. Walsh 
succeeds Jennifer P. Goodale who stepped down this month to lead the global 
philanthropy program of Philip Morris International, based in Lausanne, 
Switzerland.   
 
Chairman of ACC’s Board of Trustees Wendy O’Neill said of the appointment: 
“After an extensive and thorough search, ACC's Board of Trustees unanimously 
approved Miho as the leader to take ACC into its 50th year and beyond. We have 
worked with Miho closely in her capacity as Associate Director for four years, and 
know the depth of her passion for ACC's mission of cultural exchange, as well as 
the strength of her leadership skills, wisdom, cultural sensitivity and Asian 
experience. We believe that she will build on Jennifer's many accomplishments, 
and we are excited to work with her to fulfill ACC's crucial mission.” 
 
 
The ACC also announced Stanford Makishi has been promoted to Deputy 
Director. Ms. Walsh said of Makishi: “I have enormous respect for Stanford and his 
leadership in the field and was thrilled when he joined ACC in 2011. Since then, I 
have been impressed and inspired by his artistic expertise, strategic thinking, and 
uncompromising commitment to quality. I am grateful for the opportunity to work 
with him as well as ACC’s talented staff and dedicated Board.” 
 
Ms. Walsh and Mr. Makishi will lead the organization into its 50th anniversary in 
2013. In their new roles, they will be responsible for continuing ACC’s stellar 
grantmaking program which provides support for research, study, and creative 
work of artists and cultural scholars from Asia and the United States.   
 
Ms. O’Neill added, “ACC grew out of my great-uncle John D. Rockefeller 3rd's 
vision that opening up new avenues of cultural exchange between Asia and the 
United States would not only enrich the lives of individuals, but promote greater 
international cooperation and understanding. I am confident that Miho and 
Stanford will ensure that ACC continues to realize this important vision, which 
remains as relevant today as it was 50 years ago.” 
 



(more) 
 
 
Before joining the Asian Cultural Council, Ms. Walsh worked for 18 years in cultural 
and educational exchange, first at the Consulate General of Japan in New York, 
and later as Associate Director of the Donald Keene Center of Japanese Culture 
and Executive Director of the Institute for Medieval Japanese Studies at Columbia 
University. She has also served as a cross-cultural communications specialist and 
consultant for New York State government offices and the United Nations. Ms. 
Walsh was raised in Tokyo, Japan and received her Bachelor of Arts degrees in 
both political science and French language and culture from Vassar College. She is 
also a graduate of Columbia University where she completed advanced studies in 
conflict resolution and earned a Master of Arts degree in organizational 
psychology. Currently she serves on the Board of Directors of the Donald Keene 
Foundation. 
 
Mr. Makishi served as Executive Director of the Baryshnikov Arts Center, where he 
oversaw all facets of the organization, including fundraising, strategic planning, 
capital expansion, budget oversight, artistic planning and programming, and 
general management of staff and facilities. Earlier, as Director of Creative Services 
at Carnegie Hall, Mr. Makishi oversaw the group that serviced and optimized 
institutional brand management, publishing operations, internet activity, 
fundraising efforts, pedagogy, and communications. Mr. Makishi was a performer 
with the Trisha Brown Dance Company and became the company’s Development 
Director after he retired from dancing. Born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii, Mr. 
Makishi, is a graduate of Harvard University, where he was recognized as a Harvard 
National Scholar and earned a bachelor’s degree in economics. He is presently a 
panelist for the dance program at the New York State Council on the Arts, a board 
member of the Trisha Brown Dance Company, and the Artistic Advisor for the Fall 
for Dance Festival at New York City Center. 
 
The Asian Cultural Council (ACC) is a non-profit foundation that awards grants to 
some of the most exceptional artists and cultural organizations in Asia and the 
United States. Through its individually tailored fellowship program, Asian and 
American artists, scholars, and arts professionals take part in research, study, and 
creative work in the United States and over 25 countries in Asia, enhancing cross-
cultural dialogue and building international networks. The ACC is headquartered in 
New York with representation in Hong Kong, Manila, Taipei, and Tokyo and is 
supported by a combination of endowment income and contributions from 
foundations, corporations, and individual donors from the United States and Asia.  
 
www.asianculturalcouncil.org 
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