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J. CHRISTOPHER PINOT NOIR, 
WILLAMETTE VALLEY 2010

[92]  Wine & Spirits
Spice and cola scents add depth to this wine’s black
cherry and plum flavors. That woodsy savor lends com-
plexity and background to otherwise fresh, brisk red.
Quietly elegant, and drinking well for roast chicken.  
April 2013

[90]  Stephen Tanzer’s IWC
Bright, slightly hazy red. Dried cherry and raspberry aro-
mas are lifted by notes of allspice and blood orange.
Juicy, focused and gently sweet, offering vibrant red fruit
flavors that gain weight with aeration. Dusty tannins give
grip to the long and focused finish. Pretty strong for an
entry-level bottling.  J uly/August 2013

[89]  Wine A dv ocate
J. Christopher’s 2010 Pinot Noir incorporates fruit from
nearly all of the sites they tap. This displays an unusually
dark – cassis and elderberry – fruit wreathed in bay laurel
and smoky black tea. Broad, rich, and velvety, it nonethe-
less retains a welcome sense of levity, vivacity, and pri-
mary juiciness, finishing with next sip-inviting length. It
offers considerable polish for the price and might well
even gain in stature over the next several years.  
August 2012

Los A ngeles Times (latimes.c om)
This 2010 Willamette Valley Pinot made from grapes
grown in four of the Willamette Valley's American
Viticultural Areas — Dundee Hills, Chehalem Mountains,
Yamhill-Carlton and Eola-Amity Hills — is everything
you could wish. Silky and nuanced, it tastes of plums,
blueberries and forest, an elegant expression of Oregon
Pinot Noir. Keep an eye out for the winery’s more expen-
sive single vineyard bottlings too.  August 13, 2013

J. CHRISTOPHER PINOT NOIR, 
DUNDEE HILLS CUVÉE 2010

[93]  Wine & Spirits
Seamless, succulent, bright and fresh, this wine leads with
red cherry fruit and autumn leaf scents. Its flavors are
lifted, almost sparkling, juicy in the middle with a texture
so polished and elegant it feels irresistible. Lovely to sip
on its own, it will pair beautifully with squab and braised
chard.  April 2013

[90]  Stephen Tanzer’s IWC
Bright violet color. Blackberry, white pepper, licorice and
potpourri on the fragrant nose. Dense, supple and sweet,
with lush flavors of black raspberry, candied rose and
mocha. Fleshy, appealingly sweet and tactile pinot, finish-
ing with lingering dark fruit and very good tenacity.
J uly/August 2013

[89–90]  Wine A dv ocate
Comprising fruit from a cru-classe trio of red clay Jory
sites – Bella Vida, Maresh, and a single barrel of precious
Abby Ridge – J. Christopher’s 350 cases worth of 2010
Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Cuvee displays the smoke-tinged
ripe cassis and elderberry familiar from the corresponding
generic bottling, here with a faintly caramelized sense of
richness; mingling of licorice and bittersweet, medicinal
herbal concentrates; and an evident abundance of fine
tannins that should help see it through the next half dozen
or more years.  August 2012

[89]  Wine Enthusiast
Introduced by a lovely nose of cola and strawberries, this
nicely-blended barrel selection from several Dundee Hills
vineyards fills the mouth with soft, plush Pinot goodness.
The acids taste natural and balanced, the tannins are tight
and proportionate, and the finish gentle and clean.  July
2013

J. CHRISTOPHER PINOT NOIR, NUAGES,
CHEHALEM MOUNTAINS 2010

[90–91]  Wine A dv ocate
Sourced from the nearby and comparatively warm
Adams, Lia’s and Olenik Vineyards; and named by its
author and avid guitarist for Django Reinhardt’s epony-
mous tune rather than directly for any Willamette cloud
formations, the J. Christopher 2010 Pinot Noir Chehalem
Mountains Nuages mingles plum paste with beef blood,
suffused with granular though fine-grained tannins and
accented with cinnamon and tamarind, and possesses
what’s turning out to be something of a house-typical
smoky overtone all reinforcing an analogy to Cornas that
breaks down only when it comes to this wine’s buoyant
palate impression. Crushed stone, fruit pit, and vanilla
inform the prolonged, bittersweet finish. This ought to be
worth following for half a dozen or so years.  August 2012
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[91]  Stephen Tanzer’s IWC
Vivid ruby-red. Spicy, smoke-accented aromas of cherry
pit, black raspberry and dried rose. Chewy and penetrat-
ing, offering subtly sweet dark fruit flavors that pick up
notes of bitter chocolate and succulent herbs with air.
Lingers impressively on the finish, with fine-grained tan-
nins and a suave floral pastille quality.  J uly/August 2013

J. CHRISTOPHER PINOT NOIR, LUMIÈRE,
EOLA-AMITY HILLS 2010

[91]  Stephen Tanzer’s IWC
Bright ruby-red. Dark berries and cola on the pungent,
smoke- and spice-accented nose. Chewy black raspberry
and bitter cherry flavors gain sweetness with air and pick
up a sexy violet pastille nuance. Dusty tannins give grip
to the impressively persistent finish, with its notes of sas-
safras, floral pastilles and allspice. This pinot has the
depth of flavor to handle rich or strongly seasoned foods.
J uly/August 2013

[90–91]  Wine A dv ocate
Issuing from two primarily east-facing sites planted with
Dijon clones, and comprising a mere 175 cases, the inau-
gural J. Christopher 2010 Pinot Noir Eola-Amity Hills
Lumiere shows prominent elderberry and bitter-edged
huckleberry along with a faint suggestion of bitter choco-
late. With impressive richness; faintly chewy but fine tan-
nins; and (notwithstanding its cuvee name) a surprisingly
sinister overall personality for its vintage, this neverthe-
less finishes with resonant fruit intensity, mouthwater-
ingly saline savor, and a real sense of energy. I would
expect it to perform well for at least 6-8 years.  
August 2012

[89]  Wine Enthusiast
Pinots from this AVA have a bit of an herbal edge which,
in good hands, can help to define and frame the cool cli-
mate fruit flavors. Here is a mix of plum and wild berry,
the purple fruit set against balancing tannins that carry
that hint of earth and heather. July 2013

J. CHRISTOPHER PINOT NOIR, SANDRA
ADELE, DUNDEE HILLS 2010

[91]  Stephen Tanzer’s IWC
Vivid ruby. Smoky dark berries, licorice and succulent
herb aromas pick up spiciness and a touch of minerality
with air. Plush and expansive but energetic, offering
sweet blackberry and cherry flavors and a hint of bitter
chocolate. The smoky note comes back strong on the
youthfully tannic, vanilla-tinged finish, which lingers with
appealing spiciness and tenacity.  J uly/August 2013

[90–91]  Wine A dv ocate
Named for Somers’ mother and sourced from Abbey
Ridge and Charlie’s Vineyard, the J. Christopher 2010
Pinot Noir, Sandra Adele comprises a mere 150 cases.
Lightly-confitured blueberry and cassis are underlain with
dark chocolate and peaty smokiness, though for all of its
richness not to mention near creaminess of texture, this
finishes with an admirable sense of primary juiciness and
sheer length. It ought to be worth following for at least
the better part of a decade and perhaps the slight sense of
detached woodiness that I also detect in the finish will
integrate more fully in the process.  August 2012

J. CHRISTOPHER PINOT NOIR, OLENIK
VINEYARD, CHEHALEM MOUNTAINS 2010

[90]  Stephen Tanzer’s IWC
Vivid ruby-red. Powerful cherry and dark berry aromas
are enlivened by a peppery, spicy nuance. Pliant, palate-
coating black raspberry and bitter cherry flavors show
very good depth and pick up a smoky quality with air.
Closes with chewy texture and a refreshingly bitter note,
highlighting youthful tannins and a late hint of licorice.
J uly/August 2013

[89–90+]  Wine A dv ocate
At around 20 years of age, the vines in this superbly-situ-
ated site count as relatively old by local standards, and
Somers considers himself especially lucky to be able to get
their fruit. A J. Christopher 2010 Pinot Noir Olenik
Vineyard derives from the first site harvested for them in
this and most years, and one whose mingling of sedimen-
tary with basalt-based clay might also help account for
the combination of very ripe, jellied dark berry fruit with
powerful if reasonably fine-grained tannins. As Somers
notes, this could easily be mistaken for a 2009 vintage
wine (and at 13.6% alcohol is notably higher than any
other J. Christopher 2010s). Smoky and torrefied notes
follow through a persistent finish.  August 2012

[90]  Wine Enthusiast
Tightly-defined raspberry fruit, with sharp and vivid acid-
ity against a backdrop of wet rock, characterizes this
young Pinot Noir. The brightness and delicate definition
suggests that there are unseen layers of flavor lurking
beneath the youthful shell. Give this at least a half decade
in the cellar.  J uly 2013
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J. CHRISTOPHER PINOT NOIR, ABBEY RIDGE
VINEYARD, DUNDEE HILLS 2010

[92]  Stephen Tanzer’s IWC
Bright ruby-red. Intense, smoke- and spice-accented aro-
mas of black raspberry and cherry-cola. Plush and broad
on entry, then tighter in the mid-palate, offering sweet
dark berry and vanilla flavors and notes of succulent
herbs and candied flowers. A jolt of minerality adds cut
and lift to the finish, which clings with impressive persist-
ence and appealing sweetness.  J uly/August 2013

[92]  Wine & Spirits
Scents of dried strawberry give way to ripe flavors, in the
vein of plush cherry compote. With air, a spicy accent
starts to emerge, and the wine becomes lush and savory at
once. For pheasant and wild rice.  April 2013

[91–92+]  Wine A dv ocate
Jay Somers’ 2010 Pinot Noir Abbey Ridge prompts him
to remark that “however excellent so many Willamette
vineyards are, this is one of a few sites that are truly spe-
cial in Oregon.” Lightly-confitured blueberry and cassis
laced with bay laurel, cardamom, and a stimulatingly
savory suggestion of sweet, saline, iodine-tinged crus-
tacean shell reduction inform a silken palate and serve for
saliva inducement and next-sip compulsion.  August 2012

J. CHRISTOPHER PINOT NOIR, LIA’S
VINEYARD, CHEHALEM MOUNTAINS 2010

[92]  Stephen Tanzer’s IWC
Bright red. Deeply pitched cherry-cola and blackberry
scents are enlivened by zesty mineral and floral pastille
nuances. Smoky dark berry flavors show impressive
intensity and lift on the palate, with notes of cocoa pow-
der and licorice sneaking up with aeration. Closes sweet
and long, with resonating spiciness and a sexy rose note.
J uly/August 2013

[91]  Wine & Spirits
Dark fruit — plum and black cherry — leads into a lush
pinot noir with plenty of caramelly oak. The texture is
plush, finishing with foresty tannins and an enlivening
mineral accent that suggests it has the stuffing to cellar, or
to match a leg of lamb.  April 2013

[91-92+]  Wine A dv ocate
This has a sensually seductive and intriguing decade or
more ahead of it. Jay Somers’ hundred cases of 2010
Pinot Noir Lia’s Vineyard exhibits a blue fruited richness
and tinges of bay laurel and smoky black tea reminiscent
of the wine he calls “its counterpart,” the Abby Ridge.
But here a hauntingly bittersweet, gentian-like floral per-
fume emerges, and the bitter dark chocolate noted in
some of the other J. Christopher 2010s wells-up in the
finish to reinforce the impression of richness. Powder-fine
tannins, glycerol-rich slickness, and an admirable reten-
tion of primary berry juiciness inform this expansive yet
shapely beauty, with hints of marzipan and brown spice
adding allure to a sustained finish.  August 2012

[91]  Wine Enthusiast
The first impression is of strawberry preserves, not jammy
but with the texture and loose-knit fruit flavor of a fruit
spread. Behind it are lip-licking veins of licorice and cola,
finishing with dusty tannins. Chehalem dust? Don’t rule it
out.  J uly 2013

DR. LOOSEN & J. CHRISTOPHER PINOT
NOIR, APPASSIONATA 2007

[94]  Wine Enthusiast
Dense and extracted, this dark, loamy Pinot Noir is con-
centrated and challenging. The fruit is black, compact,
and sheathed in flavors of loam. Layers are tight and a bit
unyielding. There is depth and power here, but it must be
extracted over time and with a bit of patience.  J uly 2013

[93]  Stephen Tanzer’s IWC
Bright red. A highly perfumed bouquet displays fresh
strawberry, potpourri, vanilla and smoky herbs. Spicy red
and dark berry flavors show excellent focus and gain
energy in the glass. Blood orange and spicecake flavors
build with air and carry through a long, sappy and pene-
trating finish that betrays just a hint of tannins. Fully
mature and utterly delicious but has the balance to age
further.  J uly/August 2013
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